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Three More Sponsors  
support  

About the Central Coast 

   This month I’ve had the good fortune to confirm the support of Wyong Drama Group, 
Woy Woy Little Theatre, and Hunter Valley Actors Centre - three theatrical societies that 
not only entertain audiences with great performances and theatre festivals, but also actively 
support and encourage the growth of new talent in the Central Coast and Hunter regions. 
   Both WDG and WWLT have been active on the Coast for half a century.  WWLT recently 
wowed audiences with their delightful production of The Underpants, and will soon be 
treating us to a season of one act plays.  WDG’s production of Little Women opens this 
month (see p.2) and they are currently seeking expressions of interest for Central Coast 
Theatrefest, which takes place in June. HVAC presents Theatrefest Hunter in September 
and they are currently enrolling for a range of acting courses for adults and children, 
including a school holiday course that commences mid-April (see p.4). 
 

For more information about these groups you can visit their websites at 
www.wyongdramagroup.com.au , www.woywoylt.com.au and 

www.huntervalleyactorscentre.com.au . 
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Wrong Drama Group’s 

Little Women 
Opening Night Fundraiser 

 

  Little Women, Wyong Drama Group’s first play of the year, is soon to 
transport audiences back to 1860s Massachusetts as the March family 
negotiate life’s complexities against the background of the Civil War. Director 
Ron Baker is regularly amazed at how many women of all ages have read 
Louisa May Alcott’s classic novel and loved it.  Although the four young March 
sisters are the ‘Little Women’ of the title, the cast consists of eleven interesting 
and diverse characters, and Peter Clapham’s skilful dramatisation ensures 
this play has universal appeal. Males and females of all ages and 
backgrounds will relate to the characters and the situations as many aspects 
of family life have an enduring familiarity.  
   Theatre is a powerful agent for education on so many levels but preparation 
for Little Women has given both cast and crew greater insight into historical 
aspects of the American Civil War and the fashions, language and social 
customs of the period. In a time of limited means of communication, the 
horrors and privations experienced by Mr March, as a volunteer chaplain for 
the Union Army, would be unimagined at least by his daughters. However his 
prolonged absence impacts significantly on the family and their neighbours. 
    Creating an authentic mid-19th Century setting has been challenging, 
especially for Costumier Wendy Potter and Director’s Assistant Ros Ellis who 
have been working hard to ensure a convincing transformation. 
   The cast members include Wyong Drama Group stalwarts Cathy De Vries, 
Marc Calwell, Pam Campbell, Julie Bailey and Howard Oxley alongside fresh, 
young talents Sarah-Ann Ballard, Erin Beecher, Renee Stein, Kalani Hirst, 
Scott Russell and Robert Cottam. 
   Opening night, Thursday April 7 will be a fundraiser for those affected by the 
natural disasters which have caused so much disruption in Australia over 
recent months. Patrons are asked to support this night by encouraging friends 
and family to attend. We hope to see a full house on opening night. 
 
WDG are hosting Central Coast TheatreFest 2011 from  24th-26th June. We 
invite all interested theatre societies, collectives and other dramatically-
minded groups of people to enter a one-act play in the competition. For more 
information you should download a TheatreFest Info Pack from our website at 
www.wyongdramagroup.com.au 
 
 

 

Robert Cottam (John Brooke), Marc 
Calwell (Mr Lawrence), Erin Beecher 
(Meg) and Scott Russell (Laurie) 

 

Performances 
Apr 7/8/9 and 14/15/16 at 8pm 

Matinees Apr 9 &16 at 2pm 
 

Prices 
Thurs eve & Sat matinees $17 

Friday, Saturday 8pm $20 
 

Tables or raked seating,  
group discounts. 

Tea & Coffee incl.  
BYO drinks/nibbles 

 

Phone Bookings 
4353 4353 

from 9am March 17 

Credit Card facilities 
for phone bookings 

 

[Image and information courtesy of Wyong 
Drama Group’s press release March 2011] 
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VALE JEANNE AND BILL 
 
   Wyong Drama Group mourns the loss of two members, Jeanne Gerlach and Bill 
Crabtree, both of whom passed away this month after long illness.  They will be 
greatly missed, and their past support of WDG is much appreciated.  Our sympathies 
go out to their families and loved ones at this time. 
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   Another new theatre company has just commenced 
operations on the Central Coast, known as the Coastal 
Theatre Company.  Coastal Theatre Company (CTC) is a 
local company with the aim of providing a wide variety of 
premier theatrical productions. 
   Our first event of 2011 will be a Trivia Night, with the 
intention of bringing together local theatre fans to 
participate in a fun night. 
   This will be the theatre company’s public launch and will 
provide a social event all theatre and trivia fans will enjoy 
immensely.  We’ll be having general questions, along with 
questions with a theatrical and musical basis.   
   We hope to see you at the Gosford-Narara Community 
Centre, 2 Pandala Road, Narara, April 30th from 7pm. 
  
For more information, visit www.coastaltheatre.com.au or 
call 4329-3056.  [Info and image courtesy of CTC press 
release March 2011] 

Coastal Theatre 

Invites You To 

Trivia Night 

Beatrix PotterBeatrix PotterBeatrix PotterBeatrix Potter    
SOLD OUT 

 
Uniting Productions advises that all 

performances of their production of The Tales of 
Beatrix Potter have SOLD OUT. Please contact 
the theatre for enquiries regarding cancellations. 

 
The regular play reading (this month 

featuring, Out of the Blue , by Yuley Buist 
and Mystery of the Outback , by Mavis 

Gunter) will be on the 5th rather than 4th 
Friday this  month due to Easter - free 

admission - for more details email  
info@gosforduniting.net.au 

 
[Info and image courtesy of Uniting Productions] 

FALLING IN LOVE WITH MUSICALS 
 

Erin Cook’s directorial debut thoroughly entertains 
 

   It’s taken me a few years to really get into musicals, but each time I go to see a Gosford Musical 
Society production I am more enamoured. After all, what else can stimulate all your senses, and give 
you romance and glamour that makes you feel like laughing and singing and dancing all at once? 
   Thoroughly Modern Millie, the latest show from GMS, was filled with personality, pep and pizzazz!  
Clever, economical sets quickly evoked the fast paced world of 1920s New York while the costuming 
drew on the crisp, smart lines of the flapper period to fill it with colour and style.  The slick 
choreography we’ve come to expect from GMS took full advantage of twenties dance crazes to 
provide extra entertainment and fun.  I thought the tap dancing stenographers were a particularly 
ingenious touch.  Add to all this clever songs, wryly funny dialogue and a plot that twisted and turned 
like a flapper’s skirt fringe and you can understand the instant attraction. 
    One of the strengths of this show was its combination of the familiar with the fresh and new.  It 
opened with the popular theme from the original movie, but most of the songs were written especially 
for the new musical.  And while the score employed some familiar devices that are always popular 
with audiences, there were plenty of surprises as well. I never expected to hear Mammy sung in 
Mandarin. (And GMS deserve an award for Most Entertaining Use of Subtitles!) 
   The cast similarly combined fresh talent with familiar faces.  The captivating young leads –Jade 
McCudden, Daniel Ceh and Anthea Conyngham – stepped confidently into their roles as Millie, Jimmy 
and Dorothy, and were ably supported by the experience of GMS veterans Neil Kelleher (as Trevor 
Grayden III) and Sally Loughnan (as the remarkable songstress, Muzzy Van Hossmere).  Rose 
Cooper is no stranger to the stage but she appeared in her first principal role with GMS as the 
delightfully villainous Mrs Meers.  Also, ‘ones to watch’ are her Chinese sidekicks, Gareth Isaacs and 
Mitchell Vangelatos, who showcased their linguistic skills as well as their comic talent. (They learned 
both Cantonese and Mandarin for their roles).  
   The whole cast were adorable, and by the end of the show I had fallen in love with everyone! 
 



 
 

HUNTER VALLEY ACTORS CENTRE 
 

 
 
 

April 2011  
Course Details 

Commences Monday 11th April 
Duration 1 week 

Days 
Monday to Friday and 
Saturday Night Showcase 

Hours 1pm to 5pm 
Cost  $160 
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Theatrefest Hunter September 2011Theatrefest Hunter September 2011Theatrefest Hunter September 2011Theatrefest Hunter September 2011    
 

Theatrefest Hunter 2011 is a festival and competition of one act 
plays performed by theatre groups from the Hunter Region and 
its surrounds. Last year was the inaugural launch at the 
Cessnock Performing Arts Centre and at the awards ceremony, 
the Central Coast theatre groups took out most of the awards! 
So all you actors and writers…..get your ACT together NOW!  
 

School Holiday 2011  
Children's Acting & Theatre Courses (8 to 12 years)  

 

Uncover your child's potential. Help them learn to 
communicate and interact socially and become aware 
of themselves and others. Learn, create, perform and 
have fun at the same time in a safe and friendly 
environment. The skills learnt while young will be 
utilised in every aspect of their growing lives. Give them 
the confidence and strength to get them through life. 

For further details, registration forms, terms and conditions visit http://www.huntervalleyactorscentre.com.au 
[Information and images courtesy of Hunter Valley Actors Centre] 

 

AUDITIONS 
 

Gosford Musical Society’s 

SPAMALOT 
 

Auditions for Principals begin April 2nd, for Ensemble April 3rd.  
Those auditioning for the Ensemble will not be required to present dialogue.   

All minor principal roles will be selected by the Creative Team after the final auditions. 
Principal auditions by appointment.  Contact Sharon Hogan on 0412 367433 

More information, including audition material and forms. is available from the GMS website at 
http://www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au  

 
 

Wyong Musical Theatre Company’s 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 
 

Sept/Oct production.  Director: Greg Derry 
 

 Information night: Mon 4th April, 2011 @ 7:30 PM in the blue room,   
                         Wyong Memorial Hall - Anzac Ave (Opposite the RSL Club.)                            

Auditions By Appointment Only. 
Sunday 10th April from 1:30 PM & Monday 11th April from 6:30 PM 

Berkeley Vale High School Music Rooms Call Backs:  Sunday 17th April from 1:30 PM 
(If unable to make these times please call Greg)  Bookings: 02 4388 2212 

Auditions will be recorded to video to assist selection. 
Preference given to young actors 12 - 20 years. 

For more information  please contact our secretary, Amanda: amanda@wmtc.com.au 
 



 
 

A Little off the MapA Little off the MapA Little off the MapA Little off the Map    
 

    If you think there's nothing sexier than a guy in a bowler hat who can really handle his 
mouth organ, if you're truly moved by the bond between a man and his milk crate, if you've 
never experienced the raw energy of dueling kazoos, then you need to be at The Lass 
O'Gowrie pub at Wickham, on Sunday April 3rd from 2 to 6 pm. Nerds & Music will be 
serving up another helping of folk 'n great entertainment with support from original song 
duo, Thomson's Way, and an intriguing "mystery guest"! 
   Wickham is a little out of the area but, then again, so are the Nerds – and they’re worth  
the trip. We recently spent a delightful afternoon in the pleasant and comfortable beer  
garden of the Lass O'Gowrie where an enthusiastic throng of supporters had gathered  
to enjoy the launch of "Courage in the Face of Absurdity", the latest collection of  
charming and witty songs from this talented pair of musicians and wordsmiths,  
Clark Gormley and Wayne Thompson. 

   Their CD contains 14 songs that express the lads' offbeat observations and gentle humour. It opens with the wryly witty 
"Disclaimer", and goes on to explore a range of themes, from the frustration of missed opportunity in "Bugger Bum", to a 
poignant reflection on our threatened environment in the romantic ballad "Murray Darling". And the boys are not above 
enlisting familiar tunes for their own purposes. "The Mumbler" (sung to the tune of "The Wanderer"), for example,  
is a favourite with audiences. 
   The crowd that afternoon thoroughly enjoyed the new numbers and old favourites alike, and they also welcomed the Nerds' 
guests, 'blurgrass' band, The Do Riders, another bunch of whacky musicians who specialise in giving familiar songs a wholly 
unfamiliar new spin. Songs from bands such as Radiohead and The Cure acquire a surprising freshness when played on 
ukulele, banjo, saxophone and double-bass (to name just a few of the instruments from The Do Riders musical repertoire). 
    The Do Riders are appearing at the Maitland Food, Wine and Jazz festival on April 2nd.  Their gig guide may be found at 
www.thedoriders.com.  Nerds & Music are also playing at St Albans Folk Festival on April 8th.  For more details visit 
http://www.snalbans.iwarp.com/ and if you'd like to know more about the band, visit www.facebook.com/nerdsandmusic or 
www.myspace.com/nerdsandmusic or email nerdsandmusic@gmail.com . "Courage in the Face of Absurdity" retails at $20 
and, if you enjoy it, I would also highly recommend their earlier CD "All At Sea" and Clark Gormley's collection of songs and 
poetry "Turn of Phrase".    [Image courtesy of www.facebook.com/nerdsandmusic ] 
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 Other Events This MonthOther Events This MonthOther Events This MonthOther Events This Month        
(visit links for full details)     

 
JAZZ LEAGUE  every Sunday at Central Coast Leagues Club www.jazzleague.net 

Sat 2nd SASS at Mingara Recreation Club, from 8pm http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=198603083503398 

Sun 3rd MIRRABOOKA  at The Entrance from 11 to 3 pm http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=173582626024622 

CENTRAL COAST SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA  at Laycock St http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au  

Fri 8th NOTHING SACRED at Jacks Bar, Erina from 8:30pm. http://kerriegarside.com.au/ 

Sat 9th - THE EVOLVRS at BRACKETS AND JAM NORTH http://kerriegarside.com.au/ 

CENTRAL COAST PHILHARMONIA CHOIR  at Kincumber http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au 

Fri 15th BRACKETS AND JAM SOUTH  from 7.30 pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com.au 

Sat16th THE ROUGH DIAMONDS at Sandy Hollow http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au 

Sat 16th THE STRING CONTINGENT at The Troubador Club http://www.troubadour.org.au/folk/index.htm  

Sun 17th PAUL ROBERT BURTON  at Kantara House http://www.paulrobertburton.com.au/ 

Sun 24th 5 LANDS EXPERIENCE  at The Rhythm Hut http://www.therhythmhunters.com 

Tues 26th SASS at Mingara Recreation Club from 2pm http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=198603083503398 

Sat 30th NOTHING SACRED at Jacks Bar, Erina, from 8:30pm http://kerriegarside.com.au/ 

THE ROUGH DIAMONDS at Gosford Regional Show http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

   The event of the year is coming soon to Gosford Showground with fun 
for all the family. There will be rides for the kids AND mum and dad; a 
wide array of displays that include competitions for artists, bee keepers, 
all kinds of textiles, a full day equestrian event and more; a junior talent 
quest and the prestigious Gosford Showgirl Quest; bands, artists 
performers; reptile and animal shows from the Australian Walkabout 
Wildlife Park - all that and a firework display as well! 
   The show will take place on the weekend of April 30th and May 1st. 
The "recession buster" family pass costs just $29 for 2 adults and 3 kids. 
Single entry is $10 for adults and $8 for kids and concessions. 
   A pdf copy of the media launch information pack with full details of the 
event, including entry forms for the Junior Talent and Gosford Showgirl 

quests, may be downloaded from the coupon at the bottom of the email that came with this ezine. Or visit my 
website at http://www.synergybiznet.com/AboutTheCentralCoast and check out the coupons at the right of the 
page.  Click on the Gosford Regional Show coupon and follow the link to download your copy. 
   For more details visit http://www.gosfordregionalshow.com.au/ or contact the Regional Show Coordinator, Chris 
King on 0412 426246, email info@chrisking.com.au 
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Artwork (from above left)  
by Annette Oxman, Robyn 
Hughes, Margaret Towler 
Jacqui Stringer and  
Nadia Zarb. 
 
Information and images 
courtesy of Nadia Zarb 



 
 
Dear Karen 
  
I was totally confident that when I left the world of local entertainment news gathering behind – that I was leaving it 
in safe hands. I am really enjoying your work. Your newsletter is vibrant, fresh and diverse – a tribute to your 
undoubted hard work. Keep on keeping on! (Rose C)   
 
Thank you for all your hard work in getting your second edition out. It is a great read and very informative of 
events on the Central Coast. I love Jazz music so I’m very interested in checking out the George Golla and Don 
Andrew event. (Nadia Z)  
 
You are to be commended on a truly super job of informing us of what is on about this great Central Coast of 
ours.  Well done.  We can’t imagine the amount of work you have but we are sure enjoying the results of your 
research. We are off to see Thoroughly Modern Millie  on Friday 25th and loved the excellent write-up.  
(Sue and Bob W.) 
 
Went to Avoca Beach Theatre  for the International Women’s Day  function – awesome !!!!!!!!  Got my T shirt on 
right now as I type to you (Ilze) 
 
I would like to send a testimony to Booth Motors .  My husband and I between us have bought three cars from 
Kevin over the years and have six monthly services done regularly.  The staff are always professional and 
helpful.  We have had trouble free motoring since our first car from Booth's unlike other disasters we have had in 
previous years. Congratulations to Kevin and Booth's Motor Group. (Joan D)  
   
Thanks for the great wrap up for Uniting Productions  – It was great to read the review of Fine Lines .  I would be 
interested to know why there are those two dark brown sections on either side of the pages of the weblog.  It 
would be much easier to read if these weren’t there and the articles filled my computer screen instead.  I loved 
Rose’s contribution, “A Word from the Wizened ”. Being a number (I know she said forget numbers and I do) of 
years older than the lovely Rose, I go along with everything she says. (Nerida W)  
 
I loved the new ezine. You are doing a great job. Is there any way you can reduce the download size of the email? 
1 megabite is big for my system. (Frank H)  
 
Frank, I hope the new distribution method has helpe d to resolve this issue for you.  Please let me kno w if 
you’re still having problems.  Nerida, the page lay out of the weblog is dictated by Bigblog.  There ar e a 
number of things about Bigblog that bug me (like fr equent formatting problems) so I'm investigating 
shifting the site to a different host.  I'll let yo u know when I find a better alternative. Thanks onc e again, 
everyone, for all your wonderful feedback.  I am ve ry much enjoying preparing the ezine, and it’s good  to 
know it’s appreciated. Ed. 
 
[Submissions are subject to alteration and editing to fit space requirements]  
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Kincumba Mountain Reserve 

 
I can’t claim to be at my physical peak (if, indeed, I ever was!) but Kincumba Mountain has bush walks to suit all 
levels of fitness.  These photos were taken while exploring Kanning Walk, an 1100 metre, moderate round trip that 

features fascinating rock formations, caves and aboriginal carvings. 
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