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A CRUISE THAT REALLY DELIVERS

Many of you will be pleased to see the return of the popular back page photo 
feature this month. Due to time and space restrictions this feature has been sadly 
neglected in recent issues, but after a trip on Hawkesbury Cruises’ “The Riverboat 
Postman” furnished a plethora of photographs I simply had to make space for a 
small sample in this month’s ezine.

The Postman has been operating on the Hawkesbury since 1910, delivering mail 
daily to the settlements along the river (including the unique independent Republic 
of Milson's Passage). These days the service has also become a popular tourist 
cruise and is an ideal way to enjoy the many attractions of this beautiful waterway. 
There’s something to appreciate whatever your tastes: beautiful scenery, 
fascinating architecture, close encounters with bird and aquatic life; you can 
observe the fishing boats and other leisure activities that take place on the river, 
learn about the oyster industry, meet interesting people and watch how the posties 
endear themselves to the Hawkesbury’s resident doggie population 

The all local crew have many tales to tell of the river’s history and geography, and 
they guarantee that at least 95% of what they say is true!

More of the photos we took that day are featured in the weblog galleries, and further 
details of the cruise are available from the Hawkesbury Cruises website (see link in 
photo feature on page 8).





“Wickedly amusing ….. blackly humourous …….. a clever tragi-comedy.” 

Wyong Drama Group presents its latest play “The Memory of Water”.
Opening the 2013 season, WDG presents this funny, but moving play, written by Shelagh Stephenson in 1996, 

which received the Laurence Olivier Award for best new comedy in 2000. It portrays three sisters as they gather 
for their mother’s funeral and the interplay between them as each of them deals with the situation in her own way.

The play was written soon after the death of the playwright’s mother and although it is not biographical, 
Stephenson says she recognised the potential for setting the play at a time when emotions are intense and 
memories abound. There are many comical scenes as the sisters recall their childhood – although often not in 
exactly the same way! – and there are times of sadness, too, as “secrets” are revealed, some of which have had 
long-lasting personal effects. Also described as “well crafted and entertaining”, comparisons have been made by a 
number of critics to similar themes in works by Chekhov, Shakespeare, Hannie Rayson and Woody Allen!

Director Ron Baker has been fortunate in being able to draw on the experience of a number of Wyong Drama 
Group’s longest serving and best known actors, as well as some newer faces, to portray this somewhat 
dysfunctional yet, nevertheless, endearing family.

A mature adult comedy – not to be missed.
April 11th – 20th (8pm Thurs-Sat & 2pm Sat)

Wyong Memorial Hall, Anzac Ave.

Bookings – online @ www.wyongdramagroup.com.au
or phone the booking helpline 4353 4353 

[Information and image courtesy of WDG publicity]

UNITING PRODUCTIONS 
presents ALAN BENNETT

Friday 26th April, 7.30 pm

Over the last few years we have read some of Alan Bennett’s monologues from 
his Talking Heads series. 

This month Karen Ractliffe will present 
Bed Among the Lentils

for our free play reading night on Friday 26th April.

(Gold coin donations are requested for refreshments after the reading)

[Information and image courtesy of UP publicity]
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Coasties 2013 is just around the corner 
and we need your entries!

Coasties Film Festival is the Central Coast's very own festival. We showcase 
the best of the best that the Central Coast has to offer each year. There are a 

number of categories that your film can fall into; please check our Entry Details 
page for more info.

The festival screens Friday 12th April and entries will close on April 10th.

Information and image courtesy of 
http://www.avocabeachpicturetheatre.com.au

For information on this year’s entry by local film maker and actor 
Val Athanassiou, 121212, visit the weblog at 

http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2013/02/27/121212-from-local-film-
maker-val-athanassiou

AUDITIONS AND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
THEATREFEST PLAYS

John Pastor wishes to know if there are any males under 20 years old interested in auditioning for his 
Theatrefest entry On The Edge. Please email him on john@outstandingresultsworld.com to register your interest 

or call 0414983091 to discuss the 2 male roles. Auditions will be held after Easter.

WDG’S CALENDAR GIRLS

Howard Oxley will be holding an information night in the Green Room, Wyong Memorial Hall
for anyone interested in acting or being part of the crew. 

29th April - Information night for Calendar Girls
1st & 2nd May Calendar Girls Auditions - 7.30pm in the Green Room

GMS JUNIORS’ DIRECTORS

Expressions of interest are being called for directors for the junior show Seussical the Musical (to be put on in
January 2014). Please contact the Secretary in writing at P.O. Box 1205, Gosford, NSW, 2250 or at 

gosfordmusicalsociety@gmail.com to arrange an interview time and receive an outline of what is required. The 
interview night is to be Tuesday April 16. For more details visit http://www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au
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Symphony & Jazz
CCSO presents "Wagner vs. Mendelssohn"

Program includes: MENDELSSOHN - Symphony No. 2 (with Central Coast Philharmonia Choir)
WAGNER - Overture to Die Meistersinger, WAGNER - Forest Murmurs

TICKETS: Adults $35, Conc $30, Children $10, Family (2+2) $80
Gosford High School, Racecourse Road, Gosford, Saturday, 6th April, 7.30pm

CCC Premier Ensemble Showcase
CENTRAL COAST CONSERVATORIUM presents its PREMIER ENSEMBLES

in a gala concert featuring:

Central Coast Youth Orchestra, Central Coast Symphonic Wind Orchestra
Central Coast Children’s Choir, and Central Coast Chamber Orchestra

See our best students directed by Conservatorium tutors in a gala concert that will be both exciting and moving.

Henry Kendall High School, Fauce Street, Gosford, Friday, 12th April, 7.00pm

Information courtesy of http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au
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CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Celebrating 20 Years!

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm
Central Coast Leagues Club, Gosford

For details visit http://jazzleague.net

“Swinging coffee/lunch” overlooking the 
beach…Every Wednesday morning around 

10am a group of old & young musos gather for a 
blow on the terrace of the Surf Club at 

MacMasters Beach. The kiosk is open 9am for 
breakfast/coffee/lunch. It’s a great spot! 

For more info call Helena or Steven Hansen 
4382 3241

See you Thursdays at the AVO JAZZnPIZZA ! 
Jazz at Avoca Pizza & Pasta fortnightly 7pm 

Thurs 4 & 18 April $9 kids free, BYO 4382 3506.
Get Jazz Get Happy…Jiri !  

www.harlemswing.com

[Information courtesy of Jazz League newsletter]
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The Troubadour Club is delighted to feature the work of Ben Scott and Paddy Connor

Drawing directly from historical letters and journals, Ben’s songs convey the experience of Australian life. His new 
material ranges from the lives of colonial women, drought, transportation and emigration. Multi-instrumentalist and
singer-songwriter Paddy Connor (from Lime and Steel) adds a touch of colonial grandeur playing uilleann pipes, 

whistles and banjo then lashes out a few jigs and reels. For samples and details visit: 
www.benscottmusic.com/wp/bio

20th April 7pm in the CWA Hall, Woy Woy
Information courtesy of Willy Timmerman. For more details visit http://www.troubadour.org.au/folk/index.htm

BRACKETS AND JAM NORTH

Lake Munmorah Community Hall, 13th April
Early start 3pm and FREE ENTRY TO ALL :) 

Come and celebrate the launch of some amazing mural work added to our hall! 
Open drum jams, fire twirlers, dancers, live music, yummy food, great people. 

Performances by 'Honey and Bear' + Ron Sinclair and King Rhythm + The Chiefs + The Freeman Dancers,
and loads more. Open mic spots available for budding performers.

Information courtesy of http://www.bracketsandjam.com

THE RHYTHM HUT – KABOOM

Come watch the culmination of a fantastic term of drumming at the Hut! Kaboom is the end of term performance
where you can see all our students show off everything we’ve learned this term. From the kids’ classes to the 

advanced classes, everyone gets a chance to strut their stuff, make some noise, and have heaps of fun!

Doors open at 6:30. $10 at the door, $5 pre-sale.
Food and drink available on the night.

Information courtesy of The Rhythm Hut http://therhythmhut.com.au/events/kaboom

Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

Fri 5th KERRIE SOLO – Ettalong Beach Club – 7-10:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
Sat 6th JELLYFISH – Jack’s Bar, Erina – 8.30pm - 12am http://www.jellyfishband.com.au/

Fri 12th DUTCH COURAGE – Mingara – 8pm-12am http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
Sat 13th DUTCH COURAGE – Diggers @ The Entrance – from 8:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

Sat 13th MIRRABOOKA - Gwandalan Bowling Club 7-10pm 
(special guests Central Coast Ukulele Club 6pm) http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com

- ROCKMONSTER – The Coast Hotel, Budgewoi - 8.30pm http://www.rockmonster.com.au
Sun 14th DUTCH COURAGE – The Entrance Sails Stage – from 11am-3pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

Fri 19th BRACKETS AND JAM SOUTH - Kincumba Mountain - 7.30pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com/
Sat 20th COVER 2 COVER at The Entrance Leagues Club 9 pm – 12.30 am http://www.andrewgodbold.com/

- MIRRABOOKA Woy Woy Leagues Club 7.30-10.30pm http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com
Sun 21st NOTHING SACRED – Bateau Bay Hotel – 2-5pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- MIRRABOOKA Chittaway Bay Tavern 2.30-6pm http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com
Fri 26th – MIRRABOOKA Club Tuggerah 8-11pm http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com

Sat 27th ANDREW GODBOLD at Wyong Leagues Club 5.30-9 pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
Sun 28th - ROCKMONSTER – The Catho Pub, Catherine Hill Bay from 1:30pm 

http://www.rockmonster.com.au

Page 6

www.benscottmusic.com/wp/bio
http://www.troubadour.org.au/folk/index.htm
http://www.bracketsandjam.com
http://therhythmhut.com.au/events/kaboom
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.jellyfishband.com.au/
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com
http://www.rockmonster.com.au
http://www.kerri
http://www.bracketsandjam.com/
http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com
http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com
http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
http://www.rockmonster.com.au


3

EXHIBITION BY NADIA ZARB AND LEN HURLEY
AT SHORETHYME RESTAURANT

The official opening will be 30th April and starts at 6pm for 
finger food and wine or juice for $5 per head and stay for a 
beautiful 2 course meal of a main and desert of modern 
cuisine at the special art night price of only $30 pp. 10 
percent of all art sales go directly to surf marine rescue.
The exhibition will showcase Modern Art, Fractal Art and 

Recycle Art in bright vibrant colours, and will run from 1st 
May until 12th May, so please drop in for a visit or stay and 
indulge in a really enjoyable meal.
For opening night bookings please call the restaurant on 

0243 964 507. Or art enquires phone Nadia 0400 950 250.
Shorethyme Restaurant: 9 Mitchell Street, Norah Head.
Opening hours of the restaurant 6pm Tuesday to Saturday. 

Sunday breakfast lunch and dinner from 9am. Bookings 
0243 964 507 or www.shorethymerestaurant.com.au. 

Artists featured: Nadia Zarb www.nadiazarb.com.au and Len Hurley www.thehurleystudios.com.au
Information courtesy of Nadia Zarb. (Photo taken at an exhibition at The Entrance Art Space last year. More of 

Nadia’s work at that exhibition may be viewed on the weblog at 
http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2012/01/03/new-art-space-at-the-entrance )

Mercure Kooindah Waters is very excited to host 
Sculpture on the Greens Exhibition 2013.

The exhibition will run from 5th April through to 28th May 2013. This culturally important, high profile event will 
attract many visitors, promoting art and enriching the cultural fabric of the Central Coast. Over the past three 

years the exhibition has attracted high quality works from NSW, Queensland and Victoria, reinforcing its 
reputation in the Art World.

Gala Cocktail Night - Join us at 5pm, 5th April for the opening, with announcements at 6.30pm then stay on for 
dinner and drinks. Early Bird bookings – Please contact Kooindah Waters 4355 5777. 

Entry to the exhibition is free.

Information courtesy of http://www.sculptureonthegreens.net.au

And there’s more . . .

Also from 5 April to 28 May a few of Australia’s marvellous Sculptors from Sculpture in the Greens and 
exhibitors from Sculpture by the Sea will be displaying some of their pieces at the Forest of Tranquility as part 

of the annual Sculpture in the Greens Event organised by Col Henry.

The forest also hosts workshops on Drawing and Painting in Nature as well as talks on native animals and 
creatures, permaculture seasonal observations, musical Sunday afternoons and Saturday summer evenings. 

Visit http://forestoftranquility.blogspot.com.au to find out about upcoming events and workshops.
[Information courtesy of Karen Clarke]
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2013 Youth Week Art Exhibition 
and Gravity Youth Centre Open Day

Wednesday, 10 April, 11 am – 4 pm
Location Gravity Youth Centre, Forrow Drive, Lake Haven, NSW, 2263

Phoenix Youth Support Service in partnership With Break Thru People Solutions (Links 2 Learning) and 
www.youthconnections.com.au will be hosting an Art Exhibition open to all young people 12-18. There will be 

prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place as well as an encouragement Prize. We invite all family, friends as well as the 
community to come and view the young people’s art work on the day, and find out about the services and 

activities available to you at Gravity Youth Centre. Free Refreshments and BBQ on the day.

Burrun-Dharra Begining Art Exhibition

Students from the Indigenous Art Program Bateau Bay PCYC discovered their own creative imagination exploring 
the Dreaming. The Youth Arts Warehouse, Gosford Street Art and Home School Visual Art programs show the 
diversity and talents of our young artists speaking from the hearts and minds of our youth culture. Students of 

Treehouse Art Studio represent the intimate self-refection and investigation they undertook to create self-portraits.

Launch: Thursday, 11 April, 6.00pm-8.00pm 
Exhibition: Friday, 12 April until Sunday, 14 April, 11.00am-4.00pm daily

Location The Entrance Art Gallery, Cnr. Battley and Oakland Ave

Contact: Sharon Aldrick (02) 4323 2374 or email atrs@ryss.com.au
The Entrance Art Gallery, Corner of Battley Ave and Oakland Ave, The Entrance

Information courtesy of http://www.wyong.nsw.gov.au/my-community/events
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About Poets & Writers

FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN 
WRITERS MEETINGS

Fellowship of Australian Writers meet at Gosford 
Hotel, 10 am, 3rd Sunday of the month. 

If you’re interested in writing, please contact 
Helen Luidens on 4363 2627

Information courtesy of Helen Luidens.

Free talk on writing 

On 24th April Jill Mather will be giving a talk on 
writing books about War Time Animals

– the writing process.

Tuggerah Library. 10.30 am No charge. All 
welcome. Ring the library to book a place.

Information courtesy of Jill Mather.

www.youthconnections.com.auwill
http://www.wyong.nsw.gov.au/my


The Riverboat Postman

This delightful cruise up the beautiful Hawkesbury River runs weekday mornings and includes morning tea and 
ploughman’s lunch. For more information visit http://riverboatpostman.vpweb.com.au and more photos of the trip 

are available on the weblog at http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com
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