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This month’s 
other highlights!

Reviews of GMS’ Crazy For You (page 4) 
and Coastal a Cappella’s

“That’s Life” concert (page 6)

AUDITIONS for WWLT’S Insignificance 
(page 5)

Five new art exhibitions (page 8)

MEMORIAL PERFORMANCES

This month will see the final performances in Wyong Memorial Hall, which is being 
demolished to make way for the proposed Wyong Shire Performing Arts Centre. The hall has 
served the community since it was built in the mid 1960s and is home to two of the shire’s best 
known theatrical groups: Wyong Drama Group and Wyong Musical Theatre Company.

WDG have been the resident dramatists in the hall since it opened, they celebrated the 
group’s diamond jubilee there in 2012 and their farewell production, All My Sons by Arthur 
Miller, opened this week. Pam Campbell, director of the hugely successful Fawlty Towers
productions, has long been eager to stage this tense drama from the author of The Crucible 
and Death of a Salesman and, as luck would have it, the rights became available just in time 
for WDG to make it their swan song performance in the hall. Pam has cast some of the group’s 
finest actors and, with help from Joshua Maxwell’s simple and innovative stage design, created 
an intimate space that showcases their powerful performances. The opening night audience 
was engrossed in the absorbing drama and it closed to enthusiastic applause. The production 
continues until April 12. For more information and booking details see page 2.

The Memorial Hall has been home to WMTC since the company’s inception. Their first 
musical staged at there was Guys and Dolls in 1996, and now they want to go out on a high 
with a huge sixties hit, the Tony Award winning rock musical Hair, directed by Karen and 
Peter Pendleton with musical direction from Judith Hulson-Calvert and choreography by 
Brooke Garvey. The show opens April 24. For more information see page 3.

Despite the loss of their current home, both groups are determined to continue entertaining 
Central Coast audiences until the proposed arts centre is built, and they hope to confirm an 
interim venue very soon. To keep up with developments, please visit their websites at 
http://wyongdramagroup.com.au and http://www.wmtc.com.au.

[Image courtesy of http://www.venuebat.com.au/venues/wyong-memorial-hall]

http://wyongdramagroup.com.au
http://www.wmtc.com.au
http://www.venuebat.com.au/venues/wyong
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Become a Sponsor
and help support our local arts community

About the Central Coast 
specifically, and freely, promotes 

local amateur artists and performers.
In order to continue, the service relies on the 

support of the community.

Anyone can be a Sponsor

To find out more, drop me a line at about@y7mail.com

WDG Farewell’s 
the Memorial Hall

All My Sons is a powerful drama written by Arthur Miller, 
who wrote The Crucible and Death of a Salesman. In the 
second half of the 1940s, just after World War II in America, 
Joe and Kate Keller are reeling from the fact that their son 
has not returned from the war and is feared to be dead. 
Their other son, Chris, has dealt with the loss of his brother 
by moving on with his life, but he is limited by his mother’s 
obsession that her son is still alive. Joe is a successful 
businessman in the town, but, as the play progresses, we 
soon realise that this is a family in crisis.

After many weeks of rehearsals, the actors are ready, the 
set has been built, and the lighting and sound are tuned to 
perfection. Pam Campbell is delighted with the way the 
show has come together and she promises you will 
experience a memorable night of magic.

Sadly, this will definitely be the last time you will be part of 
the Wyong Drama Group audience at the Wyong Memorial 
Hall. After almost 50 years, "All My Sons" is the final show 
presented there by Wyong Drama Group.

This is your chance to be part of the final performance(s) in
the soon to be demolished hall. It is making way for the new 
performing arts centre: "The Art House".

All My Sons opened this Thursday night! Good seats 
available. For details and bookings, visit the WDG website 
at http://wyongdramagroup.com.au

Information and image courtesy of WDG publicity.

http://wyongdramagroup.com.au
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Information and images courtesy of UP publicity
www.unitingproductions.org.au

A REVIEW OF GOSFORD MUSICAL SOCIETY’S CRAZY FOR YOU

Directed by Anne Hart, with musical direction from Roslyn English 
and choreography by Emmakate De Henau

My introduction to popular jazz came when I was just a child and I listened to an old vinyl album comprising 
George Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue” and “Symphony for Blues.” The music made a strong impression then, and 
it has always conjured images of New York and Broadway to my mind. Since then I’ve enjoyed many of the 
Gershwin brothers’ show numbers as well, so I was excited when I heard GMS were planning to bring Crazy For 
You back to the Laycock Street Theatre. This Tony and Olivier award winning adaptation by Ken Ludwig and Mike 
Ockrent is based on the 1930 Broadway hit Girl Crazy, but incorporates songs from other shows as well.

The plot has been described as a “Broadway Western”. It opens in New York where Bobby Child, the son of a 
banker family, longs to dance on the Broadway stage. But his chance in the spotlight comes when his mother 
sends him to Deadrock, Nevada to foreclose on a family owned theatre. His scheme to stage a fundraising show in 
the sleepy town might save the old theatre and win him the heart of Polly Baker, the owner’s daughter.

GMS’ production contained all the elements I’ve come to expect from their shows, including ingenious sets and a 
variety of detailed and colourful costuming. These combined with simple but effective lighting successfully 
achieved the contrast between the glitzy world of Broadway and the dusty western town of Deadrock. I was 
pleased that the choreography included plenty of tap dancing, which I always enjoy. The “Lord of the Dance” meets 
“Happy Feet” half time finale number was particularly thrilling. Jade Draper’s beautiful voice and Rudy Van der 
Meer’s dancing skills combined well in the lead roles of Polly and Bobby, and they were supported by enjoyable 
character performances from the other principles. A nice directorial touch at the start of the show was the inclusion 
of a biographical on George and Ira Gershwin and the background of the musical, which was shown on a movie 
screen while the orchestra played the overture. As I listened to the music it occurred to me that, in praising the 
society’s many other virtues, I’ve often neglected to mention these talented musicians, so vital to the production yet 
hidden out of sight under the Laycock stage. It seems fitting to correct that deficit now since they admirably met the 
challenge of Gershwin’s music. I’d like to thank them for their skilful rendering of some of my favourite numbers, 
and it was fun to spot occasional homages woven into the score to the famous rhapsody I loved as a child.

The society’s next show, in June, will be the Juniors’ production, Disney’s High School Musical 2. For more 
details, visit the website at http://www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au. 

www.unitingproductions.org.au
http://www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au


WWLT AUDITIONS

Auditions for the third 2014 WWLT production will be held in late April.
Four actors are required to portray four famous people in a play that will be presented at the Peninsula Theatre by 

Woy Woy Little Theatre in August 2014.

The play is called Insignificance by Terry Johnson and is set in New York in 1954. The four people are 
Marilyn Monroe (age 28) - Joe DiMaggio (age 40) - Senator Joe McCarthy (age 45) - Albert Einstein (age 75).

The ages are flexible but the director wants accents accurate.

Auditions will be on Monday April 28 and Wednesday April 30 and director Gavin Critchley is keen to hear from 
anyone who may be interested. Contact Gavin at allnetwk@ozemail.com.au or on 43234004 or 0419022666

Insignificance will be staged by Woy Woy Little Theatre August 1 – 17 2014 at the Peninsula Theatre, Woy Woy.

Director Gavin Critchley has put forth character analyses to assist anyone thinking of auditioning. 
For details visit http://woywoylt.com.au/auditions

Information courtesy of WWLT publicity

Film Global - 2014 series

Date: 11 April 2014
Time: 6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

Venue: The Hub Erina Youth Entertainment Venue

2014 welcomes back the Film Global series with a new year of flicks, fun and friendship.

Film Global brings people together to celebrate the diversity of cultures that exist in the Central Coast community. 

Over the years a variety of culturally inspired celebrations have been expressed through a range of traditional and 
contemporary cultural performances, displays, dance, music, food and more.

We invite you to join us for light refreshments and the monthly screening. Please note: $2 for cultural food tasting -
film screening free

The April screening will take place 11 APRIL featuring the TURKISH Community of the Central Coast .

Film Global is a partnership programme between Gosford Council Youth Services and Northern Settlement 
Services, embracing cultural diversity and the rich fabric that culture brings to the Central Coast community. So 

come along and join us on the 2nd Friday of each month (March to November) to celebrate the sights, sounds and 
tastes of cultural diversity.

This event is open to all. However some movie ratings may not be suitable for young children. Please contact the 
Hub to check suitability.

If you would like to join the Film Global email-list to receive the e-newsletter each month, send an email to 
jennie.dias@gosford.nsw.gov.au

Information courtesy of http://www.thehuberina.com/the-hub/events.do
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A Review of Coastal a Cappella’s “That’s Life” Concert

When I was young I went to an all girls’ high school where I used to 
be enthralled by the beautiful voices of the girls in our school choir. 
They were fortunate to be directed by a music tutor well versed in the 
art of a cappella singing, and I was fascinated when their harmonies 
produced an affect as powerful as listening to a small orchestra with 
nary an instrument in sight. I’ve remained a fan of a cappella
performances ever since, so I was thrilled last month when I was given 

the opportunity to attend Coastal a Cappella’s “That’s Life” concert at the Impact Centre in Erina – a fundraising 
performance supporting respite carers from “Life Without Barriers”.

Coastal a Cappella are an all-women’s chorus based at Erina who practice four part harmony group singing in a 
range of styles that include pop, jazz and barbershop. They perform at various events and functions all over the 
Coast, in Sydney, and in the Hunter Valley and they regularly compete at a national level. Among their competitive 
achievements, they have won the 2011 Sydney Eisteddfod Show Choir championship and the Small Chorus 
competition for Sweet Adelines Australia in 2010.

It was my first visit to the Impact Centre and I was impressed by the modern, spacious and functional facility. It 
was an attractive space in which to watch and listen to Coastal a Cappella’s marvellous performance. The group 
made an immediate impact, all dressed in matching outfits that were smart and glitzy, and organized on stage in a 
visually pleasing arrangement, all of which combined to convey the impression of harmony even before they 
opened their mouths to sing. And when they did, their voices blended to fill the space with power and vitality. I 
enjoyed the range as well as the quality of a programme that included everything from traditional choral numbers 
like “That’s Life” and “It’s About the Climb” and jazz favourites such as “It’s a Wonderful World” and “It’s Jazz,
Man” to pop hits like the Beatles’ “All My Lovin’” and Queen’s 
“Find Me Somebody to Love”. The women didn’t just sing;
they performed with energy, enthusiasm and humour. 
Choreographed moves added to the performance, which 
they clearly thoroughly enjoyed and so, too, did the 
audience. The whole effect was invigorating and joyous.

The ladies were supported by the women’s barbershop 
quartet, Sista - last years' silver medalists in the National 
Sweet Adelines Competition - who provided a more intimate 
experience of four part harmony with pitch perfect vocal 
stylings. And in addition to the musical entertainment, we 
were treated to the humour of Hunter Valley comedian, Alan 
Glover, whose stand up routine is known all over and 
Australia and at UK festivals as well. Dramatic vignettes and 
dance performances from grandfather and grandson team 
Bill and Ethan Wallace also helped to communicate the 
central theme of the evening: that of people from different 
generations and walks of life all coming together in harmony 
to create something beautiful, meaningful and uplifting.

Director Linda Wareham and assistant directors Tracey 
Connors and Candy Hoddinott are to be congratulated for 
their organization, their musical direction, and for compiling a
programme for the concert that was thoroughly enjoyable 
and entertaining. I very much look forward to seeing more of 
these shows in the future.

Coastal a Cappella are actively seeking new members. If 
you enjoy singing and would like to know more about its 
benefits, you’ll find more information on the group’s website 
at http://coastalacappella.com [Above image is courtesy of 
the website.]
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CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Celebrating 20 Years!

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm
Central Coast Leagues Club, Gosford

For details visit http://jazzleague.net

“Swinging coffee/lunch” overlooking the 
beach…Every Wednesday morning around 

10am a group of old & young musos gather for a 
blow on the terrace of the Surf Club at 

MacMasters Beach. The kiosk is open 9am for 
breakfast/coffee/lunch. It’s a great spot! 

For more info call Helena or Steven Hansen 
4382 3241

See you Thursdays at the AVO JAZZnPIZZA ! 
Jazz at Avoca Pizza & Pasta fortnightly 7pm 

Thurs 4 & 18 April $9 kids free, BYO 4382 3506.
Get Jazz Get Happy…Jiri !  

www.harlemswing.com

[Information courtesy of Jazz League newsletter]

http://coastalacappella.com
http://jazzleague.net
www.harlemswing.com


Central Coast Philharmonia Choir presents "From the American Songbook"

The Central Coast Philharmonia will present a collection of American music 
demonstrating its history from the time of European settlement to the present.

Holy Cross Catholic School, Kincumber. Saturday, 12-Apr-2014, 7.30pm
Adults $30, Concessions/Seniors $25, Children under 16 FREE (accompanied 
by an adult)

Information and image courtesy of http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au/index.htm

Central Coast Symphony Orchestra presents Percussion Concerto

Central Coast Symphony Orchestra present their first concert for the season, a must for 
percussion lovers. Joining the orchestra will be Claire Edwardes, recognised throughout 
the world as one of the outstanding percussionists of her generation. After winning the ABC 
Young Performers Award in 1999, she travelled to the Netherlands where she continued 
her studies and went on to win many international prizes. She is currently a lecturer at 
Sydney Conservatorium of Music and co-Artistic Director of Ensemble Offspring. The 
program will include a concerto featuring a solo performance by Ms Edwardes on Marimba, 
followed by Brahms Symphony No.1.

Laycock Street Theatre, 6 April 2.30pm. (Pre-performance discussion at 2pm)
Adult $40, Senior $35, Student/Child $15, Family(2+2) $100

Information and image courtesy of http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com/whats_on.html

Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

FRI 11th – “DUTCH COURAGE” – Dam Hotel, Wadalba – 6-9pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
SAT 12th - PAUL ROBERT BURTON at The Troubadour Club, Woy Woy 12 April, 19:00 – 22:30 

http://www.paulrobertburton.com/PRB/Calendar.html
SUN 13th - OPEN UKULELE FUNDRAISER Tall Timbers Hotel noon until 4pm centralcoastukuleleclub

THU 17th – “KERRIE SOLO” – Gosford Senior Citzens – 11am http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
SAT 19th – “KERRIE SOLO” – Gosford Hotel Brasserie – 7-10pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- ANDREW G Wyong Leagues Club @ 8:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
SUN 20th – “KERRIE SOLO” – Gosford Sailing Club, Gosford – 2-5:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- ANDREW G Gwandalan Bowling Club @ 3:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
WED 23rd – “KERRIE SOLO” – Live & Local @ Lizottes, Kincumber – from 7:30pm 

http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
SAT 26th - JELLYFISH Diggers, The Entrance, 8.30pm - 11.30pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au/gigs.html
- ROCKMONSTER Munmorah Bowlo Lake Munmorah 8:00pm  http://www.rockmonster.com.au/gigs.shtml

- ANDREW G Budgewoi Soccer Club @ 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
SUN 27th – “DUTCH COURAGE” – Sails Stage – The Entrance – 11am-3pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
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Would you like to advertise your business in About the Central Coast ezine?

ATCC freely supports and promotes the entertainment activities of local performers, artists and musicians, 
but I would also welcome requests for advertising from local businesses. Reasonable rates. 

For more information, drop me a line at about@y7mail.com

http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au/index.htm
http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com/whats_on.html
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.paulrobertburton.com/PRB/Calendar.html
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.jellyfishband.com.au/gig
http://www.rockmonster.com.au/gigs.shtml
http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
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[Information and image courtesy of 
http://www.artstudioscooperative.org ]

The Toukley Art Society will be holding an exhibition at the Shorethyme Restaurant, 9 Mitchell Street, Norah Head 
from Tuesday 15th April – 27th April with the Opening Night on Tuesday 15th April at 6pm.
Entry $5 for canapé and wine. A 2 course dinner is available – $30 pp.

Prior booking is essential. Phone Shorethyme Restaurant 02 4396 4507. Information courtesy of their website: 
http://www.toukleyartgallery.com.au

And there’s more . . .

Also this month, “Strictly Paintings” exhibition by Bateau Bay Artists and Exhibition/Open Day at the Gravity Youth 
Centre, Lake Haven. For details, visit http://www.wyong.nsw.gov.au/my-community/events/

Art Exhibition
Wood Glen Retirement Village, 105 Karalta Road, Erina 

Wood Glen Retirement Village are proudly uniting with local galleries to 
present a unique fine art collection. This must-see, free exhibition will 
showcase work from local and internationally acclaimed Australian artists and 
will span ceramics and photography, to sculpture and painting. Free entry: 
Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th April from 10 am.

Information and image courtesy of 
http://www.retireaustralia.com.au/events-state/new-south-wales-event

MacMaster’s Easter Eco Art 
Twelve local artists, Bushcare and Clean4Shore celebrate Cochrone Lagoon. 
Wide variety of artworks, children’s art activity with rubbish, free native plants, 
demos. In support of MacMaster’s SLSC, with grant assistance from 
Catchment Management Authority. Drinks with the artists Saturday 19th at 
7 pm. Exhibition Apr 18 to 21 daily 9 til 4

Information courtesy of http://www.artcentralcoast.asn.au/art-exhibitions/

http://www.artstudioscooperative.org
http://www.toukleyartgallery.com.au
http://www.wyong.nsw.gov.au/my
http://www.retireaustralia.com.au/events
http://www.artcentralcoast.asn


BARGAINS GALORE AT THE PEARL BEACH - EASTER SATURDAY MONSTER BOOK FAIR
9am – 5pm Saturday 19th April, Memorial Hall, 9 Diamond Road Pearl Beach

As a significant event on the Pearl Beach yearly calendar, this year’s annual Book Fair promises to be no 
exception, so be early to snap up that special book bargain. Now in its 38th year, the event is the largest single 
fundraising activity with proceeds going toward the memorial hall repairs and upkeep.

Bill Abbott, Book Fair organiser says “each year we have been fortunate to receive large numbers of books 
from members of the community who donate for many reasons including an increase in electronic books, moving 
house or downsizing, and we are extremely grateful for these wonderful books”. He continues, “there is still a 
passion to open the pages of a printed book revealing wonderful secrets and powerful words that take the reader 
into another world, and this year is no exception with thousands of books waiting to be snapped up.”

The buzz of the crowd adds to the festival atmosphere, providing the perfect environment to search out that 
special book bargain. Titles will include reference, educational, cooking, gardening, business, art, travel and 
hundreds of novels. The Children’s corner is always popular with small readers excited by what they find. The 
collectables and bric-a-brac tables are jammed packed with exciting treasures, and pre-loved items. Once again 
we have the traditional homemade cake stall and jams providing that special treat, always a sell-out so come early 
to avoid disappointment, and back by popular demand is Pim’s Café serving delicious refreshments and lunch at 
reasonable prices. Further information: 02 4344 2319. Proceeds go to hall upkeep and maintenance. [Information 
courtesy of Lynne Lillico, Communications Officer, Pearl Beach Progress Association]

Oasis Youth Slam
Wednesday, 09 April, Time 3:30 - 6:00, The Oasis Youth Centre, Corner Hely St. and Anzac Ave

The Oasis Youth Slam is a creative arts celebration for young people, capturing the Youth Week 2014 theme: 'Our 
Voice, Our Impact.' The event is a Poetry Slam, featuring a free BBQ and special performances from the Street Dreams 
hip-hop crew and some other local artists and special guests. Never heard of a Poetry Slam before? It's simple: 3 
minutes to impress the crowd with your original spoken word piece. No props, no music - the raw power of your voice 
and a mic. Rap, sing, shout, whisper, rhyme; tell your story in your unique way. YOUR voice is powerful and has an 
impact. Ahmad Al-Rady is the founder of the Bankstown Poetry Slam and an amazing Australian spoken word artist. 
He'll be co-hosting the event and performing an inspiring set to get you pumped about spoken word! Sign-up for the 
slam from 3:30, grab a feed at 4 and be seated by 5 to see the Slam. If you want to find out more, call Will at Oasis on 
4353 9799. [Information courtesy of http://www.wyong.nsw.gov.au/my-community/events ]

About Poets & Writers

FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN WRITERS MEETINGS

Fellowship of Australian Writers meet at Gosford Hotel, 10 am, 3rd Sunday of the month. If you’re interested 
in writing, please contact Helen Luidens on 4363 2627 [Information courtesy of Helen Luidens.]
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About You

Dear Karen

On its opening night, I went to see Wyong Drama Group's last play at the Memorial Hall - Arthur Miller's All 
My Sons and was very impressed by some standout and very moving and emotional performances from the 
cast. The set was cleverly suggestive and the period was nicely evoked by dress and hairstyling. This is a play 
that will have you gripped in its plot machinations and the ending...well. No spoilers. I recommend everyone 
go see it before it ends on April 12th.

Paul R.

http://www.wyong.nsw.gov.au/my


Stoneybrook
These photos were taken one day last year when Ken and Michelle Frew opened their spectacular Holgate garden to 
the public as part of Open Gardens Australia, a programme dedicated to promoting the pleasures of gardens and 
gardening. The vintage AC Cobra on display in the family garage was just a Stoneybrook bonus  The garden is 

available for private weddings and functions. Drop me a line at about@y7mail.com if you’d like to know more. For more 
information about the Open Gardens programme, visit http://www.opengarden.org.au . More photos of Stoneybrook can 

be viewed at the weblog at http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2014/04/03/stoneybrook-holgate

About Our Coast Page 10

About the Central Coast  is created © KAREN RACTLIFFE (ABN 77 352 061 703) and distributed free to subscribers monthly.  All opinions are the responsibility of the 
editor, except where otherwise stated.  The editor takes no responsibility for late changes to event information. Enquiries about@y7mail.com For more info visit 

http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/

PRIVACY POLICY: All addresses are kept confidential.  To unsubscribe, send reply e-mail with ’unsubscribe’ in the subject line

http://www.opengarden.org.au
http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordp
http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/

