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A Subscribers Guide to the Weblog 

   I’ve been receiving a few questions and comments about the weblog so I thought it might 
be helpful to take some time to highlight some of the features of, and differences between, 
the ezine and the weblog. 
   The About the Central Coast ezine is a monthly e-magazine that provides information 
and articles on events taking place in the coming month.  Every issue is unique and can be 
saved or printed off and kept if the reader desires. 
   The About the Central Coast weblog is an online information service that can be 
accessed at any time - 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  It is continually being updated, but 
once a week – usually on Thursday – I update the “What are you doing this weekend?” 
feature with a summary of the coming weekend’s events and the page numbers of related 
advertisements or reviews, and I send an email to ezine subscribers to let them know when 
this has been done. Submissions to the blog are posted as I receive them and remain there 
until the events they relate to are passed.  Reviews of shows tend to stay up permanently as 
a continuing testament to the quality of our local theatre, and they eventually collect toward 
the back pages of the blog. 
   Whereas the ezine is mailed out each month to a subscriber base of a few hundred 
readers, the weblog typically receives more than 2000 hits each week from people 
responding to search engines.  Many of these may be regular visitors but they are not 
subscribers so I have no way of knowing who they are.  Doubtless there is some crossover 
of readership between the two but some ezine subscribers may not be interested in the 
weblog, and many weblog visitors do not receive the magazine.  I therefore advertise events 
in both places to make sure the information reaches the widest possible audience, but I try to 
make the ezine a little different from the weblog by making it colourful and entertaining as 
well as informative, and by including some articles and features that don’t appear on the 
weblog.  The weblog contains the most up-to-date information on events and anything new 
I’ve added will always appear in the first few pages.  (There’s no need to keep re-reading or 
checking the back pages where the old material collects; that’s just there for the benefit of 
new visitors to the site.) From a subscriber’s point of view, the most important item is 
probably the “What are you doing this weekend?” feature, which is intended to serve as a 
reminder of events coming up within the next week. 
   I hope this explanation helps everyone to get the most out of both the ezine and the 
weblog, and I hope you’ll find something to enjoy in each of them. 

 

Happy reading! ☺ 
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WYONG DRAMA GROUP’S 

Hot August Show 
 
Neil Simon is one of America's most prolific, successful and 
popular playwrights and has written numerous plays and 
musicals over the years. His first play was Come Blow Your 
Hom in 1961 quickly followed by his first musical Little Me. Other 
well known Neil Simon works include Barefoot in the Park, Sweet 
Charity, They're Playing Our Song, The Odd Couple and Plaza 
Suite, the last two having been presented by Wyong Drama 
Group in previous years. 

Barney Cashman is middle aged, married and the owner of a 
fish restaurant in Manhattan. He wants to join the sexual 
revolution before it is too late. On three different afternoons over 
the course of a year, Barney brings women to his mother's 
apartment. The first is Elaine Nevazio, a somewhat attractive 
women in her late thirties but with an air of desperation about 
her. She likes cigarettes, whiskey and men other than her 
husband. The second is Bobbi Michele, an actress who 
Barney discovers is not only goofy but also paranoid. And finally 
Jeanette Fisher the wife of his best mate and a desperately 
depressed woman. 

An experienced cast directed by Brian Fitzsimmons will be 
certain to entertain and amuse.  

The Cast 

Barney   John Czerniecki        Bobbi         Ruth Jordon 

Elaine    Sally Bartley              Jeanette    Ruth Jordon 

Phone Bookings — 43534353  

(Open 9am — 9pm, from July 21) 
Card facilities available for phone bookings. 
Wyong Memorial Hall, Anzac Ave (opp RSL) 

 

UNITING PRODUCTIONS AUGUST READING 
 

Come along and enjoy a free night of fun – be part of the audience  
for the first readings  of plays by some of our local authors . 

 
HARRY & DAISY 

     
A Journey Into Darkness 

By Jill Mather 
 

 A play which explores the unknown and things unsaid. Based on a glimpse into 
the secret life of the complex Irish woman Daisy Bates CBE and her association 
with Harry (Henry) Harbord Morant, (known as Breaker)Morant and their early 

days in North Queensland. 
 

You are invited to stay to discuss the play (your comments are most welcome) 
and then for supper and a chat at Uniting Church Hall, Donnison Street, 

Gosford 
 

Friday 26th August 2011 at 7.30 pm 
Free Entry Supper – Gold coin donation 

 
Play readings are held on the 4th Friday of each month For information and/or applications for 

submission of plays for future readings contact Uniting Productions at 4324 0324 or 4384 1532 or 
simbasmum@live.com.au [Info and images courtesy of UP publicity] 

[Info and image courtesy of WDG publicity. 
For more details visit www.wyongdramagroup.com ] 

 



 

Let’s All Go to SPAMALOTLet’s All Go to SPAMALOTLet’s All Go to SPAMALOTLet’s All Go to SPAMALOT    
 

It is a silly show that brings you fish slapping, plague,  

self-flagellation, cheer-leaders, incredibly expensive forests  

and a goy. 
 

   This Tony Award winning show with music and lyrics by Eric Idle “lovingly ripped off” from the 1975 movie, Monty Python 
and the Holy Grail, which (more loosely than a can-can dancer’s knickers) tells the story of the legendary King Arthur, who 
takes his knights on a quest to find the grail.  Unlike the film, however, this show’s questers wind up on Broadway, spoofing a 
range of hit musicals on the way including Fiddler on the Roof, Singing in the Rain, West Side Story and The Boy From Oz.  
When it opened on Broadway in 2005 it was nominated for 14 awards and won the Tony for best musical. It is brought to the 
Laycock stage by Daryl Davis who is directing his 11th production for Gosford Musical Society.  Known for his hit musicals, 
The Producers and Singing in the Rain, Daryl brings his great sense of fun to a show that leaves no prat unfallen, no corn 
unsqueezed, and ensures that every beloved Python reference is subtly jack-hammered into the plot.  
   Everyone gets their chance to shine in this production, and shine they do. GMS veterans Christopher Hamilton and Chris 
King take the lead with their comic double-act as King Arthur and his faithful Patsy, and I’m now officially a fan of Sally 
Loughnan who stars as Arthur’s romantic interest, the Lady of the Lake.  She demonstrates both her comedic talent and her 
vocal range and power with her send up of some of Broadway’s most famous divas. The remaining leads double, treble and 
quadruple up in a wide variety of roles.  Talented comic actor and mimic, Adam Young, scores more than his fair share of the 
film’s best known characters as he recreates John Cleese’s Sir Lancelot, French taunter, and Tim the Enchanter, and Michael 
Palin’s knight who says “Ni”,.  But there are many other familiar faces, such as the Black Knight and the incorrigibly Marxist 
Dennis (Neil Kellher), his mother, Mrs Galahad, and the dutiful “Message for you, sir!” Concorde (Greg Buist), the aspiring 
singer, Prince Herbert, and Fred - who’s not quite dead yet (Chris Gracia). Gareth Davis comes into his own when Sir Robin 
(who’s not quite so brave as Sir Lancelot) breaks into a delightfully choreographed Broadway show number with his troupe of 
dancing gay boys (and one gay boy who is actually a girl!) 
   Yes, there’s plenty to enjoy for Python fans like me, but non-fans will love it just as much. Sitting next to me at the preview 
was a woman who acknowledged having seen only a little of the team’s work, but she said she thought the show was funnier 
than Python.  All the usual trappings are there for musical lovers, and the production team have gone the extra mile with 
clever costumes, sets, devices, effects and pyrotechnics – some ingenious, some ingeniously corny.  The emphasis of this 
show is fun, fun, fun.  I don’t think I stopped laughing from start to finish so, if you don’t go then “your mother was a hamster 
and your father smelled of elderberries!”  
 
[Spamalot is showing at Laycock Street Theatre until August 13 th.  Book now at http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com or call 
4323 3233 – Image courtesy of GMS website http://www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au  ] 
 
  

Woy Woy’s Tense Drama Gets Your Attention 
 
   "Phwoo!" breathed my husband at the end of the first act. 
   "Yes," I agreed earnestly as I let out the breath I'd been holding myself for longer than I'd realised.    
    Rebecca Gilman's Boy Gets Girl is a tense, gripping drama that keeps the audience on edge from start to finish, but it is no 
mere thriller.  Gilman has created believable characters and placed them in a very real and threatening situation from which 
the drama unfolds logically without ever being predictable.  The play authentically explores the effects of stalking on the victim 
and those close to her, while sensitively examining the boundaries of appropriate behaviour in every day relationships, and 
the culture in which they play out. 
   Woy Woy Little Theatre's production of this important play was superb. The combination of Christine Vale's clever set 
design and Karen Bloomfield's atmospheric artwork created the New York backdrop and the interior settings in which 
the drama took place.  Barbara Hickey's direction immediately involved the audience in the action.  In fact it was, in a sense, 
already in progress as the audience were taking their seats.  Clever use of the theatrical space ensured that the action moved 
through the various scenes and settings, building smoothly in its progress from an initial sense of unease through growing 
anxiety to its heart-rending climax. 
   Christine Vale, in the central role of Theresa, effectively portrayed the simultaneous strength and vulnerability of her 
character.  Her performance quickly evoked the sympathetic response from the audience that ensured they genuinely cared 
about her character and identified with her predicament.  Duncan Piney, as Tony, moved in a heartbeat from apparent 
gallantry through creepiness to chilling menace.  And strong performances from the supporting cast brought all these textured 
characters to life.  All the elements of this production combined to a truly affecting and memorable performance.   
   Wherever you live on the Coast, Woy Woy consistently produce theatre that is well worth traveling for. Their next 
production, The Mousetrap, is selling out fast.  For details visit www.woywoylt.com.au . 
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Hunter Valley Actors Centre 

Presents  

THEATREFEST HUNTER 2011 

For tickets and enquiries call the Booking Office 

4990-7134 at the Cessnock Performing Arts 
Centre. 

Age is open for writers but 15 years minimum for 

actors. For more details and Theatrefest Registration 

Form visit www.huntervalleyactorscentre.com.au 

 

There is still time!  

Registrations close Friday 19th August. 
 

 

 
 

 

  

AUDITIONS 

 
CAMP ROCK  

 

Auditions will be held on Saturday, 6
th 

August and Sunday 7
th 

August 2011 at Gosford Musical Society .  
Full details and application forms are available to download from the GMS Website - 

www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au   so you can have them pre-filled before you arrive. 
 

Gosford Musical Society - Director's Evening 

Tuesday August 30th -  7pm in the GMS "Shed" 

Present for Jekyll & Hyde, Grease, Cinderella (Juniors) 
 

The GMS Committee will be hosting a second Director’s Evening for those who have expressed an interest 
in directing one of our 2012 shows. Those intending to apply to direct must make an appointment with the 

Secretary by contacting either: 
 

post - Gosford Musical Society P.O. Box 1205, Gosford, 2250   or 
email gosfordmusicalsociety@gmail.com 
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Rockin' the Pink Boat Benefit Concert 
 

Saturday, August 6 � 7:30pm - 11:30pm 
Avoca Beach Surf Life Saving Club 

 

To raise funds for the Sandy Mitchell Pink Boat (raising awareness for cancer research), we're holding a concert 
featuring GLITTERUS, the world's greatest shiniest platformiest glam rock band!!! There will also be a great line-up of 
local artists including The Rhythm Method, Demi Mitchell and Jessica Vickers and an auction with amazing prizes. Only 
$40 including great finger food. Drinks available at the bar. Tickets available at the Surf Club or by email to Kylie at 
office@avocabeachslsc.asn.au   
 

 

SYMPHONY & JAZZ 
 

Songs of Africa  

by Central Coast Philharmonia 
 
Central Coast Philharmonia choir, children’s choir and jazz quintet 
have pleasure in presenting Zimbe! Come, sing the songs of Africa. 
This amazing choral piece by Britain’s hot composer, Alexander 
L’Estrange has drawn fans from across the globe since its world 
premiere in 2008. L’Estrange, himself a highly regarded jazz pianist 
and bass player, has chosen songs from all over Africa and arranged 
them wonderfully, interleaving the choral writing with the instruments 
of the jazz ensemble. Director: Philip Rees 
 
Sunday, August 7 at 2 pm 
Holy Cross Primary School Hall, Kincumber 
For further information, ring Trevor on 4368 4364. 
[Info and image courtesy of http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au] 
 

About About About About MusicMusicMusicMusic    

CENTRAL COAST  

JAZZ LEAGUE 
 

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm 
at Central Coast Leagues Club, Gosford 

For details visit http://jazzleague.net 
 

[Info and image courtesy of the jazzleague newsletter] 

Page 5 

ADRIAN CUNNINGHAM AT AVOCA  
 

Friday, August 12 at 7.30pm . at Avoca Beach Picture Theatre will feature 
Adrian Cunningham  on clarinet and his quintet performing all the Benny 
Goodman and Artie Shaw classic swing hits. Adrian is a dynamic performer 
and is regarded as one of Australia's most accomplished jazz musicians. 
This is the first of hopefully regular jazz and blues concerts at Avoca. Please 
click on the link  below for more info on Adrian and to hear him play. 
 
http://avocabeachpicturetheatre.com.au/details/special%20events%20details/
special%20events/adrian%20cunningham.html 
 



 

Other Great Gigs  This Month   
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details ) 

      
Fri 12th – BRACKETS AND JAM – Kincumba Mountain – from 7.30pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com 

       - SASS – Mingara Recreation Club – from 8pm SASS http://www.myspace.com/sass._/shows 
Sat 13th – PEARL BEACH GLEE CLUB GRAND CONCERT – Pearl Beach Memorial Hall – from 3 pm  
  Further information – Lynne Lillico, 4344 2319 
         - DUTCH COURAGE - Doyalson RSL - from 8:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au 
        - BRACKETS AND JAM – Lake Munmorah – from 6pm to 9pm - featuring SLIGHTLY OFF,  
          JASMINE, JAKE CASSAR, HIDDEN ACE and open drum jams http://www.bracketsandjam.com 
Sun 14th – MIRRABOOKA’S MUSICAL BIRTHDAY BASH - Jacks Bar Erina 1:30pm - 6:00pm 
  http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com 
Fri 26th - NOTHING SACRED - Jacks Bar, Erina - from 8:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au 
Sat 27th - KERRIE SOLO - Club Toukley - 8-11:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au 
         - THE TROUBADOR CLUB presents Fred Smith and Liz Frencham – from 7pm 

  http://www.troubadour.org.au/folk/events.htm  
         - PAUL ROBERT BURTON - Belmont Hotel – from 8.30 pm  
  http://www.paulrobertburton.com/AIM/Events.html 

Sun 28th - KERRIE SOLO - Kincumber Hotel - 2-5:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au  
         - MIRRABOOKA - Paws and Claws for a cause – The Entrance Memorial Park from - 10.30am 
  http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com 
         - 5 LANDS EXPERIENCE – The Rhythm Hut – from 6.30pm to 11.30pm http://therhythmhut.com.au 

It’s Back! The Rough Diamonds’ 

BACK2BASICS VARIETY SHOW! 
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It was 2009 when I first rocked up to Ourimbah RSL to check out a Back2Basics 
Concert organized by The Rough Diamonds.  Their guests that night were Lianna 
Rose, Kerrie Garside and Out of the Blue.  It was then that I first began to get a 
glimmering of the great pool of musical talent we have here on the Coast as these 
diverse artists rocked out a wide array of original songs with a cool country groove. 
What makes their songs so indelible? I think it has something to do with the passion 
our local performers have for their music, and TRD are a shining example of that. As 
the girls say themselves, they have “spent their lives breathing, sleeping and living 

 
music”. Sisters Cec, Lou and Em were weaned on it at the campfire sing-alongs their family used to share while they were 
growing up.  Cec was only 7 when she first picked up a guitar and taught herself to play, and Em followed suit when she was 
15.  They started playing together as The Rough Diamonds in 2007 then were joined, in 2008, by bassist Lou.  All three write 
as well as play and sing music, and they each bring their own musical influences to the mix.  They vary from Jewel, John 
Williamson, Fleetwood Mac, Sara Storer, Sheryl Crow…  “The list is endless” says Cec. “There is so much great music, and 
countless artists to draw inspiration from.”  And now the girls are recording their own music.  Their Debut EP “Nights up on 
the River” was released in December 2007, but their proudest moment was when they launched their debut album “Free to 
Be” last year in front of the parents who had so encouraged and supported their musical passion.  “It was the last concert 
that Dad (who passed away in June last year) was well enough to attend and it was a really special day for all of us.” 
   The girls have big hearts as well.  They’re always ready to use their talents to help others when tragedy occurs. During the 
Victoria fires in 2009 they held two fundraiser concerts with friends raising $4500 to help the victims, and the 3 concerts they 
organized for the Queensland flood appeal earlier this year collectivley raised $7800. Each year they adopt a special 
charitable cause and donate 20% of their merchandising and ticketing sales. “Music is our way of doing something we love, 
while reaching out to those around us at the same time” Cec explains. “Music touches everyone in one way or another, when 
disaster strikes it’s our way of giving some needed support” During 2011 the girls are promoting WAGS (Working Age Group 
Stroke), an organisation that supports the victims of stroke and their carers on Central Coast. The girls also give support and 
encouragement to the local musical community, and this is how their Back2Basics shows were first born: “Back2Basics was 
an idea we had back in 2006 when we decided we wanted to start up a variety show, giving local upcoming artists the 
opportunity and experience of performing in front of a live audience. The first show was held in February 2007. Since then 
we have met many wonderful artists, gained inspiration for our songwriting, and we hope to continue meeting new and 
wonderful people and hold these shows for many years to come. One of our most memorable shows was having Bill 
Chambers along as our guest artist in 2009. It was a fantastic experience having Bill perform alongside us onstage, and one 
we’d love to share again!” I asked Cec how she would describe the show to someone coming for the first time? “ FUN!!!” she 
replied. “Great music spread across different genres, sharing lots of laughs. To fundraise we hold a few rounds of trivia, a 
lucky numbers game or raffle and everything raised is donated to our charity for the year (2011 is WAGS)”.    
   Well I’ve certainly had fun at every show where I’ve seen these wonderful girls perform, so I recommend all country fans 
and lovers of great music get down to Ourimbah this Friday August 11 th  for the latest Back2Basics experience.  The girls 
will be performing with guests Lianna Rose  and Two Or More , from 8 to 11 pm .  If you’d like to find out more about the 
band, and listen to some of their music, check out their website at http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au  
 



  
 

 
 
 

 

About About About About YouYouYouYou    
 

Dear Karen 
 
Just the usual reminder about the Fellowship of Australian Writers  meeting at 10am at Gosford Hotel 3rd 
Sunday of the month. Anyone who is interested in writing is invited to come along. For more details ring Helen 
Luidens 4363 2627. I thought Boy Gets Girl  had an interesting premise and the acting was good.   Yuley B  
 
I have been to the Laycock Theatre  for the first time since your publication promoting it, and will be going back 
soon!   Josette G 
 
I'm trying to contact actor Paul Rogers .  The last time I saw him he was the MC for Trivia at the Gosford Hotel 
and was living at Ettalong. Can anyone help?    Lee G  [If anyone has information that can help Lee, please 
contact me at about@y7mail.com and I’ll forward it on to her – Karen R ] 
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KIBBLE PARK 
 

First it was a scrubby patch of green, then it was a car park, then it was a pile of rubble.  Now with a classy new 
tapas restaurant nearby, a playground for the kids and some interesting artworks thrown in, this park in the middle 

of Gosford town centre has become a pleasant place to spend the afternoon.  It’s convenient for the town, the 
Imperial Centre and a number of nearby cafes, and it’s the location for the Gosford Farmers Market on the 2nd 

Saturday of every month.  For details visit http://www.farmersmarkets.org.au/markets/gosford-city-growers-market 
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About the Central Coast  is created © KAREN RACTLIFFE (ABN 77 352 061 703) and distributed free to subscribers monthly.  All opinions are the responsibility of the 
editor, except where otherwise stated.  The editor takes no responsibility for late changes to event information. Enquiries about@y7mail.com For more info visit 

http://aboutthecentralcoast.bigblog.com.au  
 

PRIVACY POLICY: All addresses are kept confidential.  To unsubscribe, send reply e-mail with ’unsubscribe’ in the subject line 
 


