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A Note on Editorial Policy

Recently I’ve received some requests from businesses and professional
musicians and the like who have asked me to promote professional activities, 
touring shows etc. While I don’t wish to discourage anyone from contacting me if 
they have an event they would like to promote (it never hurts to ask), I thought it 
might be a good time to clarify my editorial policy a little. I exercise a lot of 
discretion when I’m selecting material for the ezine, but my priority is to promote 
the shows and exhibitions of local amateur and semi-professional artists and 
performers, and I’m always happy to advertise community fundraising events. I 
am sometimes prepared to promote and review professional and touring shows 
in exchange for complimentary tickets, and I can make advertising space 
available for local businesses and business activities at reasonable rates. In a 
nutshell, I am asking those who can afford to pay for advertising to help me 
support those who are less able to do so.

If you (or anyone you know) would like to help me support our local arts 
community, please consider becoming a sponsor. Sponsors and their activities 
are regularly promoted in the ezine, on the weblog, facebook, linkedin and in the 
weekly email update. If you’d like to know more about sponsorship, please visit

http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/about-the-central-coast-is-proudly-
sponsored-by-3/

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank my current sponsors, Kevin Booth of 
Booths Motors, Wyong Drama Group, Woy Woy Little Theatre, and Civic Video 
Chittaway for their continuing support.



http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/about
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Wyong Drama Group’s production of The Shoe-Horn Sonata
opened last weekend to standing ovations. This award winning 
play from the author of Harp on the Willow, John Misto, is based 
on actual events during World War II. It tells the story of two 
young women (an Australian army nurse and an English 
schoolgirl), captured by the Japanese following the invasion of 
Singapore, who reunite fifty years later to recall their experience. 
The women’s characters and relationship are the heart of the 
play, and their moving story unfolds with warmth and humour.
While painting a vivid picture of military bungling and political 
neglect on the part of the Allies, and the appalling hardships and 
abuses suffered by the women prisoners at the hands of their 
captors, they relive the experiences that enabled them to survive 
their ordeal: the humour, the resilience, the acts of kindness and 
sacrifice, and the enduring friendship and loyalty.

The women are brought to life by two of the Central Coast’s 
finest actors, Pam Campbell and Pollyanna Forshaw. Fully 
meeting the challenges of a play that is essentially a two-hander, 
they keep the audience engaged and absorbed from start to 
finish. Individually they give sensitive and nuanced portrayals of 
these distinct and memorable characters, and working together 
they recreate their bond with conviction. They are supported by 
the voices of Marc Calwell as a TV presenter, Tamara Abbott and 
Madeline Parker as the young Sheila and Bridie, and Duncan 
Mitchell as a Japanese officer. WDG have adapted the stage with 
an intimate set that draws the audience into the women’s space 
and story. The atmosphere of their wartime experience is 
recreated with simple but effective lighting effects and a 
slideshow of photographs from the period.

This simply effective and emotional play has been receiving 
standing ovations from audiences every performance. 
Congratulations are due to directors Angie Bain and Laszlo 
Weidlich, to Joshua Maxwell for the set and technical design, and 
to the rest of the production team and crew who have helped to 
bring this story to life on the Memorial Hall stage.

The Shoe-Horn Sonata continues until August 18. To book your 
tickets for this unmissable production call 4353 4353. For more 
information visit www.wyongdramagroup.com.au

A Memorable 
Performance at 
the Memorial Hall

www.wyongdramagroup.com.au
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XtrAct Drama Academy
Now enrolling

Develop creativity & confidence 
through voice, movement, 
character, improvisation, 

devising scripts, performances.

Have fun.

It’s the X-factor that makes
the difference!

Children love the classes,
parents love the results.

Our teachers are university graduates 
with many years of experience 

in teaching and community theatre.

(small classes, reasonable fees 
all inclusive, no extra costs)

All classes 4.00 pm – 5.30 pm
K, 1, 2 Tuesdays Tuggerah Hall

Yr 3, 4 Thursdays Wyong Mem Hall
Yr 5, 6 Wednesdays Wyong Mem Hall

Yr 7-12 Mondays Wyong Mem Hall

Wyong Memorial Hall, 
Anzac Ave. opp. RSL

Tuggerah Hall, 
Anzac Rd. opp. McD & Hungry Jacks

For more details call
tel: 43 511611 mob: 0433 511511

www.xtract.com.au

www.xtract.com.au


It’s been a great month for theatre on the Central Coast with sell out seasons for WWLT’s  Arsenic and Old Lace 
and GMS Juniors’ Cinderella, and standing ovations for WDG’s The Shoe-Horn Sonata and GMS’ Jekyll and 
Hyde. I have had the pleasure of seeing all of these shows and I thoroughly enjoyed all of them.

Woy Woy Little Theatre continued their jubilee celebrations with the second in 
their triple comedy line up for the year. Joseph Kesselring’s hugely popular 
Arsenic and Old Lace, made famous by the Cary Grant movie, is a perfect blend 
of witty comedy and edge-of-your-seat thriller with a cast full of memorable and 
lovable characters. There’s Mortimer Brewster (Greg Buist), the don’t-wannabe
theatre critic struggling to keep his head while all about him have long since lost 
theirs; his sweet old aunts (Penny Dilworth 
and Fran Kendall) whose favourite pastimes
include charitable works and poisoning 

sweet old gentlemen; brother Teddy, who thinks he’s President Roosevelt; 
then there’s the menacingly psychopathic Jonathon and his ambivalent 
sidekick, Dr. Einstein (Bob Farmer and Douglas Kent) and a supporting 
cast of equally idiosyncratic characters played by an ensemble of Woy 
Woy’s finest who did full justice to this well known and well loved play.

Rather than simply recreate the movie, director John Hickey chose to re-
interpret the script, and each of his cast brought something fresh and 
original to the roles they inhabited. Nevertheless there were a number of affectionate homages to the movie, 
which the audience enjoyed immensely. Careful costuming and a simple, elegant set helped to revive the genteel 
atmosphere of 1940s Brooklyn, setting the scene for a highly enjoyable performance.

Woy Woy’s jubilee celebration continues in October with a unique adaptation of The 39 Steps in which 4 actors 
play 140 roles between them! For more information visit http://www.woywoylt.com.au/index.html

Gosford Musical Society provided a dramatic contrast with their operatic production of 
Jekyll and Hyde, a Tony Award winning musical adaptation of Robert Louis 
Stephenson’s classic tale with music by Frank Wildhorn and lyrics by Leslie Bricusse. In 
Victorian England the good Dr. Jekyll hopes to cure insanity by separating the good and 
evil natures of the human soul, but in the process he finds a monster within himself. The 
rich detail of the sets and costumes helped to create the atmosphere of gothic Victoriana, 
while clever doubling of scenery suggested a world of duplicity and the unacknowledged 
parallels between London society, its seamy underworld, and the murky depths of the 
asylum. The choreography was subtle and understated, allowing the quality of the music 
and the actors to tell the story. It was a strong cast with the three leads, in particular, 
giving outstanding performances. Rachael Harper lent her considerable vocal talent to the 
role of Emma Carew, Jekyll’s beautiful fiancée, while Monique Donath gave a sensitive 
and sympathetic portrayal of the tragic Lucy Harris. Simon Castle was convincing as both 

Jekyll and his dark alter-ego. The shift between the two relied principally on Castle’s performance, assisted by 
simple lighting effects, and he achieved the transition seamlessly, sometimes shockingly and without warning. An 
appreciative audience rose to their feet at the end of the show to applaud his versatility.

GMS’ next production, Grease, is in October. For more information about this and GMS Juniors’ My Son
Pinnochio visit http://www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au/index/
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PEARL BEACH GLEE CLUB PRESENTS
‘A VARIETY CONCERT’  

Friday 10th and Saturday 11th August, 2012 – Pearl Beach Memorial Hall

During the 1930s and 1940s Pearl Beach gradually became home to a few families who were able to make a 
living from the small farm blocks opened behind the village streets. Some were ex-servicemen who found its quiet 
remoteness preferable to city life. By the late 1940s the Progress Association had begun building a community 
hall, dedicated in 1950 as a war memorial to the sons of several local families who had died during World War 2 
and in Korea. To raise funds for the village hall a number of Pearl Beach residents formed a “Glee Club” and put 
on a number of “Grand Concerts”. Many of the community had no previous theatrical experience, but at their first 
concert in June 1950 they presented an exciting night of musical entertainment which included skits, comedy 
items, and musical renditions, and concluded with a number of popular melodies for the audience to join in.

In recent years there has been a revival of interest in singing for pleasure and recreation, and three years ago a 
handful of local music lovers began work on a concert to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the original Glee Club, 
and again in 2011 this was followed up by another grand concert. Following these successes, Glee Club members 
have maintained the pleasure of regular meetings around the piano.

This year’s concert promises to build on what is fast becoming a splendid tradition in the Pearl Beach Memorial 
Hall. On Friday 10th and Saturday 11th August the hall will once again be the venue for “A Variety Concert” 
featuring local talent and members of the Pearl Beach Youth Theatre.

The programme will include vocal and instrumental items, community singing and mini-dramas. Glee Club 
members will perform ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Daughter’ a very short melodramatic story, set in and around a 
lighthouse. There’s unrequited love, murder, a maiden in distress, and a hero who saves the day…and all except 
the villain live happily ever after. Members of the Pearl Beach Youth Theatre will perform ‘Puss in Slippers’ written 
by English clergyman and poet Rev Canon Richard Tydeman who described it as ‘a piano mini-drama with no 
boots on’. This short, one-act play in rhyming verse is based on the well known story ‘Puss in Boots’.
Diane Orton, musical director and concert producer comments “choir members have had a lot of fun and lots of 

laughs while rehearsing the concert program”. She continues “singing is actually good for your health as it 
exercises a range of muscles and makes you feel happy. It bonds people together and keeps you young. We 
invite everyone to come along and re-live an era before the advent of television, video and CDs, a time when 
entertainment was often impromptu and always spontaneous”. Proceeds will go toward the memorial hall upkeep.

Glee Club “Variety Concert”

Pearl Beach Memorial Hall
9 Diamond Road

7.30pm, Friday 10th and 2.30pm, 
Saturday 11th August

Adults $20 – Children (under 15) $10 
includes programme and welcome 

drink

Bookings recommended 
(02) 4343 1455

[Information and image 
courtesy of Lynne Lillico]
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Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

Sat 18th JELLYFISH 100 TH GIG PARTY AT JACK’S 8.30pm-12am  http://www.jellyfishband.com.au/

Sun 19th 'KERRIE SOLO" - KINCUMBER HOTEL - 2:00-5:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au/
BARBS at Kantara House featuring BluesAngels

http://www.kantarahouse.com/KH/Public_Events/Public_Events.html

Sun 26th SARAH HUMPHREYS - Bellyfish, Terrigal (lunchtime)
http://www.sarahhumphreys.com/fr_home.cfm

5 lands experience and free drum circle at The Rhythm Hut
http://www.therhythmhunters.com/events/index%20Events.htm

Thurs 30th - 'KERRIE SOLO" - Day of Action Picnic - Kibble Park, Gosford from 11:30am 
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au/

Fri 31st Brackets and Jam Kincumba Mountain – 7.15 PM
http://www.bracketsandjam.com/

Sun Sep 2nd - "KERRIE SOLO" - Fathers Day, Ettalong Beach Club - 12:00 - 3:30pm 
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au/
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CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm
at

Central Coast Leagues Club,
Gosford

For details visit 
http://jazzleague.net

[Information courtesy of 
Jazz League newsletter]

http://www.jellyfishband.com.au/
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au/
http://www.kantarahouse.com/KH/Public_Events/Public_Events.html
http://www.sarahh
http://www.therhythmhunters.com/events/index%20Events.htm
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au/
http://www.bracketsandj
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au/
http://jazzleague.net
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FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN 
WRI TERS MEETINGS

Fellowship of Australian Writers meet at Gosford 
Hotel 10am, 3rd Sunday of the month. 

If you’re interested in writing, 
please contact Helen Luidens on 4363 2627

[Information courtesy of Helen Luidens]

RiAus is currently running its third annual sci-ku 
competition (three line science haiku), which this year is 
themed on farming or agriculture in recognition of 2012 
being the Australian Year of the Farmer. This competition 
is also part of National Science Week and the Great Big 
Science Read.

We are encouraging both aspiring and established writers 
and poets to challenge themselves by tackling the world of 
science through this competition. Year of the Farmer 
Ambassador and past Australian cricketer, Glenn McGrath 
has already written a sci-ku this year!

Entries close August 19

For more information you can visit our website at 
http://riaus.org.au/events/sciku/

Information and image courtesy of
Kiran Shettigara

Programs Co-ordinator

Adrien Abbott Prize 2012
Short stories and Poetry

Competition theme — Water 
Judges — Kathryn Heyman & Mark Tredinnick
Prizes to the value of $400. Winners and highly

commended will be published electronically.

Each entry to be submitted in PDF format in to
adrienabbottprize@gmail.com

Closing date1st September 2012

Open to residents of Australia.
Full details and conditions at 

www.facebook.com/AdrienAbbottPrize

[Information courtesy of Clark Gormley, PATP]

http://riaus.org.au/events/sciku/
www.facebook.com/AdrienAbbottPrize


HOLGATE

You can visit Fires Creek Winery and have lunch at The Bamboo Budha 
at this beautiful spot at the foot of Mount Eliot.
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