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WINTER BLUES & JAZZ FESTIVAL 2014

Photos taken last month at the Jazz Blues Festival on The Entrance foreshore. 
To see more, visit the weblog at  

http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2014/07/08/the-entrance-jazz-blues-festival

http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2014/07/08/the


The FLASH Directors’ Workshop is almost upon us and will focus on the practical skills 
every director needs. It will be held the weekend of August 23 & 24 and there are less than a 
handful of vacancies for participants and observers. Cost: Participants $50. Observers $30. 
(for WWLT members $40/$20.) Apply on line – all enquiries to committee@woywoylt.com.au

Woy Woy Little Theatre will soon be announcing the 10 top short plays that will be produced for 
their inaugural FLASH FESTIVAL, to be staged at the Peninsula Theatre over the weekend of 10-12 October. 
After the Directing Workshop on 23-24 August, Directors will be chosen and they will be matched to scripts. Then 
we need you: THE ACTORS. If you are interested in being involved, please send an email to our Secretary Chris 
Cherry on wwltsecretary@woywoylt.com.au

We will also be holding open auditions on the 
evenings of Monday 1st and Wed 3rd September, so 
you can strut your stuff in front of the Directors. Mark 
it in your diaries! Actors can take roles in two plays. 
There are lots of trophies waiting to reward you for 

your efforts. Productions will be judged by our panel 
of professionals on the 8 pm performance on 
Saturday 11 October, and awards presented 
following the 2pm matinee the next day.

Do join us to help make this new FLASH Festival 
a resounding success for the Coast. Spread the 
word! If you need more information, you can email or 
text me. Information about the Festival is on 
www.ccflashfestival.com – where you can also book 
tickets.

Looking forward to seeing you on the stage!

Information and image courtesy of Annie Bilton, 
Flash committee and Vice President, Woy Woy Little 
Theatre and WWLT publicity. For more details 
contact anniebilton@optusnet.com.au or call 4326 
1170/0432 109 977
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A Significant Success!
A review of WWLT’s production of Insignificance

The scene is a smart hotel room. A large window over the bed reveals the bright lights and familiar skyline of New 
York City. Fifties music plays while an obscure figure lies on the bed reading from a sheaf of papers: a file or 
document of some sort, possibly an academic paper, perhaps a script. The figure rises to a seated position and is 
. . . instantly recognisable. So began Woy Woy Little Theatre’s production of Terry Johnson’s Insignificance, 
capturing the audience’s attention from the first moment and holding it enthralled until the final shocking scene.

Johnson is a multi award winning British dramatist working in television and film as well as live theatre and, in 
1995, he received the Olivier Award for “Playwright of the Year”. When Insignificance opened at the Royal Court 
Theatre in 1982, it earned him the Plays & Players Award for “Best Play” and the Evening Standard’s Award for 
“Most Promising Playwright”. In 1985 the movie version - starring Michael Emil, Theresa Russell, Tony Curtis, and 
Gary Busey - was nominated for the “Palme d'Or” at the Cannes Film Festival.* 

The intriguing premise of the play proposes a possible meeting in a New York hotel room in 1954 between a 
professor, a senator, an actress and a ball player, each of whom respectively resembles Albert Einstein, Joseph 
McCarthy, Marilyn Monroe and Joe DiMaggio. The plot follows the social and sexual politics of their interactions 
through political coercion, personal insecurity, marital strife and moral dilemma. In the process these four very 
diverse characters become a microcosm through which the play explores both the nature of reality, and human 
nature in all its fallibility and vulnerability and in its potential darkness. The dialogue is intelligent and full of sharply 
observed humour, but gradually increasing in tension to produce powerful, thought provoking and sometimes 
confronting drama - all while giving the audience a working understanding of solipsism and the Special Theory of 
Relativity!

Director Gavin Critchley was involved in the first Australian 
production of Insignificance in the 80s while working as a 
professional sound operator and designer at the Sydney Opera 
House. “I was fascinated by its concepts,” he said. “I loved how 
it said so much about who we are by showing us a different side 
to people we thought we knew.” The deep impression the play
made on him showed in the care and attention he gave to this 
production. He cast four outstanding actors: well known Central 
Coast actor, and Woy Woy regular, Paul Russell was the 
professor while the versatile Adam Young portrayed the ball 
player. Andrew Thomson (the senator) and Genevieve Neve 
(the actress) gave debut performances for WWLT, although
they are very familiar to WDG and GMS audiences respectively. 
The first three of these I know well, and know what they’re 
capable of, but they still managed to impress me in these roles. 
Genevieve I was seeing for the firs time but very much hope to 
see more of in future. All four had clearly researched their roles 
thoroughly, and convincingly recreated the cultural icons they 
represented while turning in memorable dramatic performances. 
The same care was devoted to all aspects of the production: 
make-up, hair and costuming made an important contribution to 
realizing the characters; the subtle and elegant stage design 
and furnishing helped to set the scene, and the artwork and 
lighting of the New York exterior was especially convincing; 
mood lighting and sound effects helped to sustain atmosphere 
and create dramatic moments. All together they created an 
entertaining and impressive theatrical experience.

WWLT’s next theatrical event will be the FLASH festival in October followed closely by their November 
production, The Odd Couple. For more information visit http://www.woywoylt.com.au

* Biographical information courtesy of wikipedia.
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GMS Information for Directors’ Presentations for 2015 shows!

Footloose (Juniors): June 27 - July 4; Legally Blonde: July 18 – Aug 8: Chicago: Oct 24 – Nov 14

Interviews will be on August 26 at 6pm in Studio 18. The cut- off date for applications will be 2 weeks prior on 
August 12. Those interested are to contact: the secretary at gosfordmusicalsociety@gmail.com or P.O. Box 1405, 
Gosford 2250. The secretary will assign an interview time and forward interview questions to the candidate.

THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE 
INFORMATION EVENING

THURSDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER
7.00PM IN THE GMS SHED

Information and image courtesy of
http://www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au/
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Become a Sponsor
and help support our local arts community

About the Central Coast 
specifically, and freely, promotes 

local amateur artists and performers.
In order to continue, the service relies on the 

support of the community.

Anyone can be a Sponsor

To find out more, drop me a line at about@y7mail.com

Would you like to advertise your business in 
About the Central Coast ezine?

ATCC freely supports and promotes
the entertainment activities of

local performers, artists and musicians,

but I would also welcome requests for advertising 
from local businesses. Reasonable rates. 

For more information, drop me a line at 
about@y7mail.com

http://www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au/


Symphony & Jazz
CENTRAL COAST CONSERVATORIUM presents

The Art of Improvisation meets the Music of 21st Century Music
7.30 pm Friday 22nd August 2014 at Lizotte’s (Central Coast)

Head of the Contemporary Music Studies Department of the Central Coast Conservatorium of Music, pianist 
Rodric White presents a concert showcasing how the Art of Improvisation meets the music of the 21st 
Century. The concert will feature Conservatorium tutors Yvette Masters (vocals) Guy Strazz (guitar), Luke Gallen 
(saxophones), Rodric White (keyboards), Ashley Turner (electric bass) and Raphael Strazz (drums). Special 
featured guests will include the talents of Liam Burrows (Finalist in “Australia’s Got Talent” 2011) and teenage 
singers Alicia Brock, Dylan Pollard and Tiana Young. The music performed on the night will include songs by 
Adele, Coldplay, Rihanna, the Finn Brothers, Christina Perri, Beyoncé, Norah Jones, Michael Jackson and John 
Mayer as performed by improvising musicians.

Show only with a-la-carte menu available $25.00  Conservatorium Student/Child $16.00
Lizotte’s Central Coast, Lot 3 Avoca Drive, Kincumber NSW 2251 Phone: 02 4368 2017
Email: info@lizottes.com.au Website: http://www.lizottes.com.au/live

Australian Strings Academy presents the 7th Annual Crossroads Festival
11am and 2pm, 23rd – 24th August

Back by popular demand is the astonishing young classical violin sensation Harry Ward, who amazed audiences 
with his depth of musicality, flawless technique and mature poise. Harry joins familiar friend pianist Simon 
Tedeschi to present two concerts at Brentwood Village, Kincumber on 23rd August at 11am and 2pm – a heart-
stopping festival program of classical music exploding with powerful imagery and exhilarating joy. Featuring the 
famous Schubert’s Trout Quintet, Harry and Simon will be joined by Sydney Symphony Orchestra’s Double 
Bassist Ben Ward, violist Glen Donnelly from the Royal Academy of Music and Jack Ward, cellist from ANAM.

On Sunday 24th August at Greenway Memorial Chapel, Green Point, International harpsichordist Erin Helyard 
will perform with Concertante Ensemble at 2pm – a wonderful day of baroque pieces. Australia’s first 
harpsichord made from fine Australian timbers will be played at 11am and the performance will also feature a talk 
about the history of harpsichords.

TICKETS: $35/concert. Full Subscription $99 includes 4 concerts and lunch on both days. 
Enquiries Phone: 0437 399 896 Tickets can also be purchased at door

Schubert Serenade Sunday August 31, 2.30pm
Toukley & Districts Senior Citizens Centre, 1 Hargraves St, Toukley

Schubert Serenade is set to herald in the new season with music that sparkles! The program features some of 
Schubert’s most famous works, bringing together the talents of seven outstanding musicians from the Central 
Coast and Sydney. The Concertante String Quartet (comprising Karina Hollands, Vivien Jeffery, Peter Garrity and 
Peter Rees), will perform the Rosamunde Quartet and Quartetzats, composed by Schubert in his later and most 
happy period living in the Austrian Alps. These beautiful works are some of Schubert’s most celebrated 
compositions for strings. The concert is presented by Central Coast Conservatorium and supported by Arts NSW.

All tickets are $15 Available at the door For bookings call 4324 7477,

Information courtesy of Rodric White and CCC publicity. For more details, visit http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au
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PEARL BEACH GLEE CLUB & FRIENDS 
PRESENT ‘A VARIETY CONCERT’

The Pearl Beach Glee Club culture was formed in the nineteen 
fifties to raise funds to complete the Memorial Hall, putting on a 
number of “Grand Concerts”. Many of the local community had no 
previous theatrical experience, but at their first concert in June 
1950 they presented an exciting night of musical entertainment 
which included skits, comedy items, and musical renditions, 
concluding with a number of popular melodies for the audience to 
join in. Current musical director Diane Orton says “this year’s
concert promises to build on what is fast becoming a splendid 
tradition, and the 2014 programme will surprise and delight.” 
Included in the program will be vocal and instrumental items, 
community singing and mini-dramas.

We invite everyone to come along and re-live an era before the 
advent of television, video, CD’s and I-Pods, a time when 
entertainment was often impromptu and always spontaneous. 
Proceeds will go toward the Memorial Hall upkeep

Pearl Beach Memorial Hall, 9 Diamond Road
30pm, Friday 22nd and 2.30pm, Saturday 23rd August

Adults $20 – Children (under 15) $10 includes programme 
and welcome drink

Bookings recommended (02) 4343 1455

Information courtesy of Lynne Lillico; 4344 2319 lilli77@bigpond.com
http://www.pearlbeach.net.au

For more details visit the weblog at 
http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2014/08/02/pearl-beach-glee-club-

friends-present-a-variety-concert

DAN THOMPSON’S JOHNNY CASH SHOW 
is back on the Central Coast.

The full band and new show 
“The Golden greats of the Man in Black” is playing 

at Laycock St Theatre on the 29th of August buy tickets here-
http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com/whats_on.html

A more intimate acoustic tour “In solitary”, featuring Dan with the incredibly 
talented Mike Carr on keyboard playing the American recordings, will be 

at Lizottes Kincumber on Sat 12th of April. 
For dinner & show buy tickets here- http://www.lizottes.com.au/live

More information can also be found at www.cashlive.com.au

Information and image courtesy of Skye Thompson and the Laycock website.

For up to date information on Other Great Gigs This Month keep watching the weblog at 
http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/what-are-you-doing-this-weekend

CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Celebrating 20 Years!

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm
Central Coast Leagues Club, Gosford

For details visit http://jazzleague.net

“Swinging coffee/lunch” overlooking the 
beach…Every Wednesday morning 
around 10am a group of old & young 

musos gather for a blow on the terrace of 
the Surf Club at MacMasters Beach. 

The kiosk is open 9am for 
breakfast/coffee/lunch. It’s a great spot! 

For more info call Helena or Steven 
Hansen 4382 3241

See you Thursdays at the AVO 
JAZZnPIZZA ! Jazz at Avoca Pizza & 

Pasta fortnightly 7pm Thurs 4 & 18 April $9 
kids free, BYO 4382 3506.

Get Jazz Get Happy…Jiri !  
www.harlemswing.com

[Information courtesy of Jazz League 
newsletter]
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Art Studio Coop Exhibitions and Small Works Prize

• The Art Studios Cooperative “Small Works Art Prize” encourages all ages and abilities to enter a 2D print, 
photograph, drawing or painting which captures the spirit of the Central Coast. Entrants must be residents of 
Wyong or Gosford Shires.
• The final size is limited to 20 X 20 X 4cm (8 x 8 x 1.5 in) for canvases. These may be purchased from the Co-op 
at $5.50 each. 3D elements can be built up on the canvas to a maximum depth of 5cms. A mountboard matte 
(frame) is required for flat works (photographs, prints, drawings) and the image may be any size within that. 
(Width of frame is 4cm or more and to be no larger than 20 X 20cm.)
• It is our intention to display the works in our gallery and throughout Gosford in shop fronts. Light jurying may be 
required to cull inappropriate works.
• All works will be sold for $80 and the artist’s name remains anonymous until purchased.
• 75% of the sale price goes to the artist, and we charge 25% commission. Artworks will be numbered only for 
sales purposes / identification.

ENTRY FEE: $20 for 3 entries per person. Extra entries are charged at $10 per entry. Further details of the 
exhibition will be made available on our website by August 2014. (Only one entry form accepted per artist)

DEADLINE for entry forms Friday, October 10 at 4pm. Drop in with your entry form and entry fee (cash, 
cheque or eftpos) to: Art Studios Cooperative, 391 Mann St North Gosford 2250 between the hours of 11 – 4 
Wed. to Friday or 10 – 4 Sat / Sun or post your entry form and fee (cheque only) to the address below. Cheques 
payable to Art Studios Cooperative Ltd.

FIRST PRIZE is $1000 – Winning entry will be judged by Margaret Hardy.
SECOND PRIZE – $250 worth of framing from Chilly’s Custom Framing, Narara.

Information and following images courtesy of Cathryn per
ART STUDIOS CO-OPERATIVE LTD

Studios – Gallery – Workshops
391 Mann Street, Gosford NSW 2250 02 4339 3349

www.facebook.com/artstudioscooperative www.artstudioscooperative.org

About Arts & Crafts
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The Toukley and Districts Art Society

in our home at the Federation Gallery and Information 
Centre Wallarah Road, Gorokan, just before Toukley 
Bridge, is the showcase for the Wyong Shire Art scene. 
On display are paintings in oil, acrylics, watercolour and 
pastel, along with porcelain, hand-painted silk, craft work, 
jewellery, and original cards. On Monday, 25th August
we will also be exhibiting our artwork into the Annual 
Robert Doyle Art Prize of Australian Bush landscapes, 
to be judged by his son Trevor Doyle. Our Academy 
Painting mornings, held every Wednesday, from 9am 
to noon, are supervised by Peter Tassell and all 
are welcome to attend and enjoy painting with others. All 
the artwork is by the Society's local members and are all 
for sale at reasonable prices. Come in and meet the 
artists. The Art and Information Centre is open from 
Tuesday to Friday from 10am to 4pm, and on Saturday 
and Sunday from 10am to 1pm. The entry is free, but a 
donation is welcome.

For more details call the gallery on 4392 4666 or visit the 
website at www.toukleyartgallery.com.au

Information courtesy of Helen Morrison, Publicity Officer

Jacqui’s Art Gallery Spring Exhibition

Sat Sept 6th (Opening start 1pm) to Sept 19th. 219 Buff 
Point Avenue, Buff Point. Featuring artwork by local 
artists. Open Daily 10am-3pm. Entry by gold coin donation 
which goes to the Cancer Council.

Information courtesy of Jacqui Stringer P: 4399 2898
jackiwis@hotmail.com www.facebook.com/jacquisartgallery

Imaginarium: 19 July to 31 August 2014

Imaginarium brings together three local artists: sculptor József Paulini, digital drawing artist Timothy 
Poynting and painter Mike Worrall, whose work explores the extraordinary realm of the human mind. Poynting 
and Worrall each draw on their subconscious for their subject matter. Paulini’s deliberate, stream-of-
consciousness approach depicts the mind’s abstraction of reality. Although each artist works in a different 
medium, the pieces are united by the reoccurring motif of the human figure. Historical references, fanciful 
creatures and contradicting perspectives coexist in these works as within one’s imagination. Prepare yourself for a 
world of fascination and intrigue.

Information and image courtesy of Elio Gatti
Cultural Development Co-ordinator | Community and 
Cultural Development
Gosford City Council
(PO Box 21)
Gosford NSW 2250
P (02) 43258846
M 412999532
E Elio.Gatti@gosford.nsw.gov.au
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Sci-ku competition 2014

Theme: Food   3 Categories: Primary school, secondary school, open
Contact: Kiran Groom, Programs Coordinator, RiAus (kgroom@riaus.org.au) 

Website: Online submissions at www.riaus.org.au/sci-ku
Date: Entries close Sunday 24 August

Meld science with haiku poetry this August to Celebrate National Science Week, Book Week and The Great Big 
Science Read. The annual RiAus Sci-ku competition gets bigger every year! 

This year we are looking for Sci-ku’s with a FOOD theme, in recognition of 2014 being the UN International Year 
of Family Farming, and linking with the National Science Week theme ‘Food for our Future’. 

This is a broad topic, with lots of creative scope. Will you write about nutrition? Food Sustainability? Genetically 
Modified Foods? We are looking forward to seeing how you interpret the theme; the only rule is that it must relate 
to BOTH science and food in some way. 

Visit www.riaus.org.au/sci-ku for competition rules, prizes and the online entry form.

Information courtesy of Kiran Groom, Programs Co-ordinator
RiAus at The Science Exchange, Exchange Place, Adelaide SA 5000

T: (08) 7120 8613 | M: 0407 977 993 | www.riaus.org.au
Follow RiAus on Facebook and Twitter and LinkedIn

Postal address: PO Box 3652, Rundle Mall SA 5000

Aesthetica Creative Writing Award: Call for Entries

The Aesthetica Creative Writing Award has launched its call for entries, presenting a fantastic opportunity for 
established and emerging writers to showcase their poetry and short fiction to new, international audiences.

Prizes include publication in the Aesthetica Creative Writing Annual, a compelling anthology of new writing; £500 
for the Poetry winner; £500 for the Fiction winner; a selection of inspirational books from Bloodaxe Books and 
Vintage.

Entry is £10 and permits the submission of two works into one category. Fiction entries should be no more than 
2,000 words each and poetry entries should be no more than 40 lines each. Both short fiction and poetry entries 
should be written in English. Submissions previously published elsewhere are accepted.

Submission deadline is 31 August 2014. For more information and to submit visit 
www.aestheticamagazine.com/creativewriting

Information courtesy of Alexandra Beresford, Marketing Coordinator,
Aesthetica Magazine, PO Box 371, York YO23 1WL

alexandra@aestheticamagazine.com www.aestheticamagazine.com
Follow us on Twitter @AestheticaMag

About Poets & Writers
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FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN WRITERS MEETINGS

Fellowship of Australian Writers meet at Gosford Hotel, 10 am, 3rd Sunday of the month. If you’re interested 
in writing, please contact Helen Luidens on 4363 2627

Information courtesy of Helen Luidens.

www.riaus.org.au/sci
www.riaus.org.au/sci
www.riaus.org.au
www.aestheticamagazine.com/creativewriting
www.aestheticamagazine.com


Poetry Slam 2014

Date Saturday, 16 August, 2014 Time 3 pm - 5 pm
Location Oasis Youth Centre, 15 Hely Street, Wyong

Speak, scream, howl, whisper even sing your poems, stories, lyrics and monologues in the Australian Poetry 
Slam 2014 - a live literary performance competition where the audience is the judge.

Wyong Council is holding a slam heat at The Oasis Youth Centre (15 Hely Street, Wyong) on Saturday 16 
August. Registration from 2:30pm with performance starting at 3pm.

Anyone can participate: all you need is your voice. All heat contestants are given a microphone, a live audience 
and just two minutes to impress the judges with their original spoken word, poetry, hip hop, monologues and 
stories. Two performing writers from this Slam will compete in the NSW Final. The audience at the State Finals 
choose two powerful wordsmiths to head to the nationals in Sydney. National final punters pick a winner to tour 
the Bookworm International Literary Festival in China and the Ubud Writers Festival in Bali.

For more information go to www.australianpoetryslam.com or email Narelle Nolan at library@wyong.nsw.gov.au

Information courtesy of http://www.wyong.nsw.gov.au/my-community/events/poetry-slam-2014/

Dear Karen

I would like to congratulate Danielle Brame Whiting and Julie Young of XtrAct Drama Academy for their 
wonderful mid-year theatre festival at Wyong High School last weekend. The academy has spread its classes to 
include both junior and senior musical theatre and all were up to the test with some tricky songs and dance 
routines from well known and lesser known musicals. The plays, ranging from two robots’ archival view of an 
abandoned planet to a mystery fancy dress party at an abandoned house to a complex story of interweaving 
school children’s friendships, and enemies too, were well written by Danielle and Julie and emotionally moving in 
places which was enhanced by some talented young actors. 

I always enjoy the shows, and watching the actors develop over the years into seasoned performers. There is a 
great deal of talent going to come out of the academy in the next few years. Some of the actors have 
already been cast in a couple of WMTC shows including, the upcoming musical of "The Little Mermaid". Looking 
forward to the end of year shows in December. Congrats to the parents, too, who helped behind the scenes to 
bring it all to life, and to Mrs. Sharon Baird from MacKillop Catholic College, who was the adjudicator for the day,
and who gave some helpful feedback after each performance. 

Paul R.

Thanks for the review, Paul. I think it’s great that XtrAct still went ahead with their annual showcase despite the 
hiatus of the Central Coast Theatrefest. Ed.
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