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About the Central Coast
Welcomes Another Sponsor!

When our old recliners started developing saggy bottoms we decided it was time 
to get a new lounge suite. Paul and I both have back issues and, for a writer, a 
chair is also a workspace, so it was really important to get seats with adequate 
comfort and support. The friendly salespeople at John Cootes were very patient 
while we hopped around their showroom trying to find the right fit, even when I 
brought in my laptop and sat working in an armchair to give it a ‘test drive’. The 
suite we chose was good value, and the delivery people were timely and helpful.

John Cootes supply all kinds of furniture. Pop into their showroom on Tuggerah 
Straight to check out their range, or visit https://johncootesfurniture.com.au/

I’m very pleased to have the support of John Cootes at Tuggerah, and to welcome 
them as sponsor of About the Central Coast. 





WORLD’S GREATEST DETECTIVE COMES TO THE PENINSULA

The world’s most famous fictional sleuth adds a novel chapter to his repertoire with playwright Jeffrey Hatcher’s 
electrifying new whodunit, Sherlock Holmes and the Adventure of the Suicide Club, which opens at Woy Woy’s 
Peninsula Theatre on Friday August 14. The play is an inventive mash-up of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s iconic 
characters and the Robert Louis Stevenson short story, “The Suicide Club”, providing a clever, intricately woven 
new mystery for Holmes to deduce. Jessica Alex, who is directing this production, is excited that Hatcher’s play 
offers a fresh view. “First, this is a very different Sherlock from any of the movies or television shows and is a
production that uses modern technology to tell a classic story,” said Jessica. More than a century after his 
creation, Sherlock Holmes’ popular appeal remains overwhelmingly contemporary, as evidenced by current movie 
and television adaptations starring Benedict Cumberbatch, Robert Downey Jr., Jonny Lee Miller and Ian McKellen 
(in the film Mr. Holmes, currently playing at local cinemas.)

Beau Baker makes his Woy Woy Little Theatre debut as Sherlock and Tyrone McMaster is Dr. John Watson.
Also appearing are Duncan Mitchell, Mark Austin, Kellie Martin, Gavin Critchley, Andrew Thomson, John Lusty, 
Lex Tonnet, Vicki Sidoti and Tiffany Tuffin.

Sherlock Holmes and the Adventure of the Suicide Club will be presented at the Peninsula Theatre, McMasters 
Rd, Woy Woy. Performance Dates: Fridays August 14, 21 & 28 @ 8pm. Saturdays August 15, 22 & 29 @ 8pm. 
Sundays August 16, 23 & 30 @ 2pm and Saturday August 29 @ 2pm. Bookings can be made ONLY through the 
Woy Woy Little Theatre website: www.woywoylt.com.au All enquiries 4344 4737. (The Peninsula Theatre is fully 
accessible with wheelchair access and also boasts a hearing loop through the theatre.)

Information courtesy of WWLT publicity.
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LAST CHANCE to see LEGALLY BLONDE!
(closes this weekend)

Elle Woods has it all. However, her life is turned upside-down when her boyfriend 
dumps her so he can start getting serious about his life and attend Harvard Law 
School. Determined to get him back, Elle decides to get in too. At school, she 
struggles with peers and professors, but with the help of Paulette and Emmett, Elle 
quickly realises her potential and sets out to prove herself to the world. Based on the 
hit 2001 film of the same name, Legally Blonde the Musical features an infectious pop 
score that will have you dancing in the aisles. Equal parts hilarious and heart-warming,
this musical is so much fun it should be illegal.

24 Jul - 8 Aug 2015, 8:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Laycock Street Community Theatre

www.laycockstreettheatre.com, Phone: 4323 3233
Theatre / GMS Members $36, Adults $40, 
Concession / Child $38, Groups 10+ $36

Information and image courtesy of GMS and Laycock publicity

This all female, Off-Broadway, murderously funny musical twists housewives into movie stars, grandmothers 
into grand dames and children into sociopaths. All in fabulous fun, of course! Winner of the New York Outer Critics 
Circle Award for Best Off-Broadway Musical, Ruthless! is a razor sharp comedy, full of witty one-liners, bright, 
brassy show tunes and ingenious plot twists. Written by Joel Paley and Marvin Laird and based loosely on The 
Bad Seed, All About Eve and Gypsy, it is a hilarious send-up of the entertainment industry. Ruthless! follows the 
life of Tina Demark, Broadway’s own Cindy Brady with a flair for dazzling dance numbers and murdering people. 
Her mother, Judy, ís a defeated housewife with a diva waiting to be unleashed; the Mysterious Talent Agent, 
Sylvia St Croix, has a striking resemblance to Gypsy’s Mamma Rose, and a whole host of other characters all 
fight desperately for the spotlight.

Director and designer Joshua Maxwell (Sweet Road, Two Weeks with the Queen) is joined by a talented 
production team: Jessica Pascuzzo, Declan Green, Katelyn Doyle, and Danielle Brame Whiting (XtrAct Drama 
Academy). Sharing the lead role of Tina Denmark are 12 year old Marlee Carter and 10 year old Chloe McWilliam, 
two up and coming stars of tomorrow who will knock your socks off and give you nightmares! They are supported 
by Central Coast theatre stalwarts Pollyanna Forshaw, Ruth Jordan, and Rose Cooper, while Rebecca Roth and 
Madeline Parker, Kyrah Brock Fenton and Charlotte Cooke are fresh faces. 

“This show, full of Broadway Musical references, is possibly one of the funniest musicals you’ll ever see, but I 
don’t suggest you bring the little ones. This may have a kid in the starring role but this is more tongue in cheek 
black humour that anyone from 13 to 300 will love!” The show has some adult content and very occasional coarse 
language so parental guidance is recommended. To book tickets or for more information go to the website at 
www.wyongdramagroup.com.au or call 1300 665 600.

Information and image courtesy of WDG publicity.
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Theatresports Central Coast next show!

Don’t forget to save the date for the next Theatresports® show coming up on
Saturday 29th August at the Hub, Erina at 7.30pm.

See you there!

Information courtesy of Rouba Elhage
Theatresports® Central Coast

http://www.theatresportscc.com.au

Uniting Productions August Reading

FREE staged reading at the Uniting Church Hall, Donnison Street, Gosford.
Friday 28th August at 7.30pm.

This month UP will read 4 short plays, two by local writers.
Directed by Alf Taylor and Dianne Rumsey and Margaret McGowan.

Free by Alf Taylor, Market Research by Margaret McGowan.
Yesterday by Colin Campbell Clements 

Is it Me? by Tony Devaney Morinelli

So come along and support our local talent and stay for supper and a chat after the show.
And if you are an author we would love to consider your plays for a future reading.

For more details email: Mary – simbasmum@live.com.au or phone Margaret on 4365 1343

Uniting Productions seeking actor for their October show.

Our October production of Alex Broun’s ‘We have spoken of this before’ is in need of a male actor 20+. The role is 
small but very important, but the character will not be required for all rehearsals until we are doing full runs. Actual 

age is not important; you just need to look the part. The character lives on the streets and needs to be strong.

Rehearsals are Mondays and Wednesdays at 7pm. commencing 5 August. Some additional rehearsals may be 
required closer to performance subject to need. Contact Mary Middleton for script or other details by email to 

simbasmum@live.com.au.

This is a great opportunity to be part of our annual production. A preview of the script is available on 
www.alexbroun.com or I can send you a copy of the script if you are interested.

Dates are last weekend in October and first weekend in November 
Friday and Saturday nights and matinee Saturday.

Information courtesy of Mary Middleton for UP publicity.

WMTC seeking team for opening show in Wyong’s new Art House

Wyong Musical Theatre Company is seeking expressions of interest for an experienced and enthusiastic creative 
team for the upcoming production of Oliver! in the new Art House, April 2016. Apply to the Secretary:

jenny@wmtc.com.au or PO Box 275 Wyong, 2259. For further enquiries PH: 1300 366 470. 

Applications close 17/08/15.

Information courtesy of WMTC publicity
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Central Coast Conservatorium – August Program

Central Coast Philharmonia Choir presents
IRISH REFLECTIONS

Sunday 16th August, 2.30pm
Gosford Anglican Church, 3 Mann Street, Gosford

The Central Coast Philharmonia will be joined by Central Coast Conservatorium’s senior choir, Katandra Voices 
and soloists, and accompanied by traditional Irish instruments to present a collection of beautiful and heart-
warming traditional and contemporary Irish songs. Tickets are available from Central Coast Conservatorium
PHONE: 4324 7477, or from choir members, or at the door. Sponsored by Evergreen Life Care Retirement 

Village, Aged Care and Community Services

A Deeper Shade of Blue - Friday, 07-Aug
Due to the recent passing of Earlwood Greg, this concert we now envisage to be a tribute to the local bluesman, 

starring Christian Marsh and Glenn Cardier.

Chamber Music on the Coast Series: Concert One - Saturday, 22-Aug
Bach in the Chapel featuring a full cast of top local exports

Chamber Music on the Coast Series: Concert Four - Sunday, 23-Aug
Brilliant Baroque featuring Concertante Ensemble

OPEN CALL 
to all high school aged Woodwind, Brass and Percussion Players on the NSW Central Coast

The Central Coast Conservatorium will be holding auditions on Saturday 8 August for any high school aged 
Central Coast musicians wishing to take advantage of this unique opportunity to represent our region and perform 

in a world class professional venue alongside some of Northern Sydney’s top high school ensembles. Click on 
the link below for more information and to register for an audition.

All above information courtesy of CCCon publicity. For more details visit http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au
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CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm
Central Coast Leagues Club, Gosford

For details visit http://jazzleague.net

“Swinging coffee/lunch” overlooking the beach.
Every Wednesday morning around 10am a group of old
and young musos gather for a blow on the terrace of the 

Surf Club at MacMasters Beach. The kiosk is open 9am 
for breakfast/coffee/lunch. It’s a great spot! 

For more info call Helena or Steven Hansen 4382 3241

[Information courtesy of Jazz League newsletter] Information courtesy of www.soundwaveschorus.org

http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au
http://jazzleague.net
www.soundwaveschorus.org


PEARL BEACH GLEE CLUB SINGERS & FRIENDS PRESENT
‘Ye Olde English Music Hall’

7.30pm Friday 28th and 2.30pm Saturday 29th August, 
Pearl Beach Memorial Hall, 9 Diamond Road

The English Music Hall began in the early 19th Century and grew from 
humble play houses and halls where poor people could enjoy live 
theatre. By the 1830s it had blossomed into and embraced the rich 
traditions of the Music Hall and was held in grand theatres in London 
such as The Old Vic and Drury Lane. The spirit survives and continues 
to this day and now, with great pride and pleasure, the Pearl Beach 
Glee Club Singers would like to present a tribute to the wonderful 
memory and history of “Ye Olde English Music Hall”. Dr. John Irvine 
concert “Mine Host” and author of the melodrama being performed –

Murder in Pearl Beach says, “this year’s concert promises to build on what is fast becoming a splendid tradition, 
and the 2015 programme will surprise and delight with a great variety of local talent performed by extraordinary 
musicians – young and old, amateur and professional. Well known Central Coast personality Chris King (actor 
and Musical Theatre identity) will perform a number from The Good Old Days, while ABC radio personality Scott 
Levi and partner will ‘dance with the stars’.” Dr. Irvine continues, “Pearl Beach is committed to the long tradition of 
bringing music to the community and we are delighted to be including young Central Coast Conservatorium music 
students in the 2015 programme. We invite everyone to come along and re-live an era before the advent of 
television, video, CDs and i-Pods, a time when entertainment was often impromptu and always spontaneous.”
Proceeds will go toward the Memorial Hall upkeep.

Adults $20 – Children (under 15) $10 includes programme and welcome drink
Bookings recommended credit cards (plus a $4 fee) 4343 1455 – cash 4341 8489

Photo: members of the 2015 Glee Club
Information and image courtesy of Lynne Lillico;

4344 2319 lilli77@bigpond.com, http://www.pearlbeach.net.au

Aaron Stevenson Reflections EP launch
Saturday, August 8, 7:00pm

Tickets $10 via aaronstevensonmusic@outlook.com (email ticket) or at the door on the night

August Open Mic
Sunday, August 9, registration from 5.30pm, performances at 6.00pm 

Entry by donation. More Info: Lou 0420 682 258

The 5 Lands Experience with special guest Nick Saxon
Sunday, August 30. Drum circle 5pm, music 6.30pm

FREE ENTRY!!!

All events at 135 Faunce St. Please visit the website for more details.
Information courtesy of http://therhythmhut.com.au/events/
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A WHOLE LOTTA LOVE for former Coastie, SARAH MCLEOD

Laycock Street Theatre, Gosford
Friday, 28 August and Saturday, 29 August, 8pm.

Fans of classic rock music are in for a treat this month as Australia’s longest running Led Zeppelin celebration 
concert, WHOLE LOTTA LOVE, comes to Laycock Street Community Theatre.

The sixties rock band that featured the musical talents of Robert Plant, Jimmy Page, John Paul Jones and John 
Bonham, is still one of the best respected and most influential groups to come out of the era, having sold over 300 
million albums worldwide and producing immortal hits like “Stairway To Heaven”, “Rock and Roll”, “Kashmir”, 
“Battle of Evermore”, “Immigrant Song” and – of course – “Whole Lotta Love”.

The tribute show includes all these well-loved songs and recreates the live experience of Zep’s music. Now in its 
12th year, the tour is timed to coincide with the 40th anniversary of the release of the seminal Physical Graffiti
album. To honour the occasion, the group is joined by a 9 piece band featuring some of the country’s best rock 
musicians, a string section and big screen visuals that have been wowing audiences. The show is playing to 
capacity crowds around the country.

Guest vocalists include Dallas Frasca, Simon Meli (The 
Widowbirds), Frank Lakoudis (The Voice) and Sarah McLeod. 

Indie musician and Superjesus vocalist, Sarah McLeod has been 
called the "iconic Aussie rock chick".* She’s also a former Central 
Coast resident. “I used to live in Terrigal and also MacMasters 
Beach. My dad lives in Wyong so I still go up there often,” she told 
me. “(I love) the laid back life style. When I lived there, the local bar 
was called The Break Bar and it was like walking into 'Cheers'. I 
would know every single person in the joint; it was a cool scene. I 
wrote a lot of songs while I lived up there.”

I asked her about her musical influences and how she first became 
interested in music and performing. She replied “I’m influenced by 
everything, from Abba to Black Rebel Motorcycle Club to Otis 
Redding to Kyuss. You can get ideas from nearly anything 
depending on the way you listen. I would play my parents Beatles 
and Chuck Berry records on repeat when I was a kid. Then I would 
sing them in the car, (and) whoever was driving would rudely switch 
the radio on! So I figured I needed a microphone and a PA so they 
had to listen!” There must be some red faces among Sarah’s old 
travelling companions; three Aria awards and over 300,000 record 
sales later, everyone’s listening - including the promoters of Whole 
Lotta Love. But she was surprised when she was invited to join the 
show as she’d never been a particular fan of Led Zeppelin, but she 
says she looks on it as an opportunity to get an education in their 
music, and she’s really looking forward to performing in the show: “I 

feel it’s now time to sink my teeth into it so I can appreciate it along with the rest of the free world! Singing along to 
the tracks I’ve realised Robert Plant’s voice is right in my sweet spot, so I'm going to love it.”

Sarah is currently in the middle of working on a new Superjesus record. “It’s going really well,” she says. “The 
songs we’ve written so far are killer; I’m very excited. It'll be out by the end of the year.” You can find out more 
about Sarah and the upcoming release by following her at https://www.facebook.com/sarahmcleodofficial

You can book tickets for the show at the Laycock Street Community Theatre website at 
www.laycockstreettheatre.com or call: 4323 3233. 

For more information on the tour, visit the About the Central Coast weblog at 
https://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2015/07/27/whole-lotta-love-comes-to-laycock/

*Rock Chicks:The Hottest Female Rockers from the 1960s to Now by Stieven-Taylor, Alison (2007). Sydney. Rockpool Publishing.

Promotional material and photo courtesy of Kristyn Brennan
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Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

SUN 2nd – “KERRIE SOLO” – Gosford RSL, Gosford from 6-9pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
Thu 6th - JIRI’S HARLEM SWING Avoca Beach Pizza from 7pm http://www.harlemswing.com

Fri 7th 2015 Seafm DISCOVERED - The Hub Erina, 7 to 8:30pm www.thehuberina.com
ANDREW G - Wyong RSL Club @ 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/

Sat 8th - BRACKETS AND JAM - Lake Munmorah Community Hal, 
Colongra Bay from 6pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com/

- THE ROUGH DIAMONDS – Wyee Markets, 9.30am to 12.30pm http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au
Mon 10th WAX LYRICAL Original Songwriters with THE ROUGH DIAMONDS –

Settlers Tavern, Gosford from 7.30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
Thu 13th - Red Hot Papas Trio - The Reviver Cocktail and Tapas Bar, Gosford from 6 to 9pm 

http://www.harlemswing.com
Sat 15th – ROCKMONSTER - Wallarah Bay  Recreation Club, Gorokan from 8:00pm 

http://www.rockmonster.com.au
- THE ROUGH DIAMONDS – Morriset Memorial Hall 2- 4.30pm http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au

- ANDREW G - Canton Beach Sports Club, Toukley @ 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
Thu 20th - JIRI’S HARLEM SWING - Avoca Beach Pizza Thursday from 7pm http://www.harlemswing.com

Fri 21st - ANDREW G - Avoca Bowling Club @ 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
SUN 23rd – “DUTCH COURAGE” – Sails Stage – The Entrance 11am-3pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

Thu 27th - RED HOT PAPAS TRIO - The Reviver Cocktail and Tapas Bar, Gosford 
from 6 to 9pm http://www.harlemswing.com

Fri 28th - ANDREW G - Wallarah Bay Recreation Club, Gorokan@ 8:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
- BRACKETS AND JAM SOUTH - Kincumba Mountain Reserve, 07 to 11pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com/

- JELLYFISH - Breakers Wamberal from 9pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au
SAT 29th – “KERRIE SOLO” – Six String Brewery – 8pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- ANDREW G - Bay Hotel, Bonnells Bay - August 29th @ 9:00pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
- JELLYFISH - The Coast Hotel Budgewoi from 8.30pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au
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Become a Sponsor
and help support our local arts community

About the Central Coast 
specifically, and freely, promotes 

local amateur artists and performers.
In order to continue, the service relies on the 

support of the community.

Anyone can be a Sponsor

To find out more, drop me a line at about@y7mail.com

Would you like to advertise your business in 
About the Central Coast ezine?

ATCC freely supports and promotes
the entertainment activities of

local performers, artists and musicians,

but I would also welcome requests for advertising 
from local businesses. Reasonable rates. 

For more information, drop me a line at 
about@y7mail.com
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RiAus Sci-ku competition 2015 Entries close: Sunday 23 August 2015

Can you Sci-ku? Get involved in the RiAus Sci-ku competition for a unique blend of science and poetry and have 
the chance to win some great prizes. This year the theme is LIGHT, recognising the UNESCO International Year 
of Light, and National Science Week’s theme ‘Making waves - the science of light’. With such a broad topic, 
there’s lots of creative scope. The only rule is: your entry must relate to science and light. We’re seeking entries 
for Primary school, Secondary school and Open categories.

For more information including guidelines on how to write sci-ku: http://riaus.org.au/sci-ku/
Information courtesy of Dr Lisa Bailey, Program Manager

Aesthetica Creative Writing Award 2015: Call for Entries

The Aesthetica Creative Writing Award is open for submissions. Now in its eighth year, the award is an 
internationally renowned prize presented by Aesthetica Magazine and judged by industry experts including Arifa 
Akbar, literary editor of The Independent. Prizes include £500 and publication in an anthology of new writing, 
giving you the chance to showcase your work to a wider, international audience. There are two categories for 
entry: Short Fiction (maximum length 2,000 words each) and Poetry (maximum length 40 lines each).

Deadline for submissions is 31 August 2015. To enter, visit www.aestheticamagazine.com/creativewriting
Information courtesy of Alexandra Beresford, Marketing Coordinator for Aesthetica Magazine

The entry form for the GRANDMA MOSES ART COMPETITION 2015 is now available 
from the CCAS website at http://www.artcentralcoast.asn.au/grandma-moses-entry-form-2015/

Deadline for submission is Friday 21st August.

THERESE GABRIEL WILKINS PRESENTS OF LAND AND AIR

At Jacqui’s Art Gallery, 219 Buff Point Avenue, Buff Point
until August 29th, 1-4pm

For more information, visit http://www.jacquisartgallery.com/

Information and image courtesy of Therese Gabriel Wilkins.

About Writers & Artists Page 9

http://riaus.org.au/sci
www.aestheticamagazine.com/creativewriting
http://www.artcentralcoast.asn.au/grandma
http://www.j


Breakfast at Nadia’s

We recently had breakfast at Nadia Zarb’s new art gallery cafe in Wyong. We were so impressed with the 
amount of loving thought and detail Nadia had put into the place to make it a unique and comfortable dining 
experience. Every part of the decor is an artwork, so diners can experience both a visual and culinary feast. And 
the food is great! At the moment Nadia’s Gallery Café is open for breakfast and lunch from Monday to Saturday, 
and those times will extend in the future if the cafe proves as popular as it deserves. The featured artists will 
change on a monthly basis and there are also future plans to offer live entertainment, with a raised performance 
area set aside for the purpose. Behind the cafe is Nadia’s workshop where she plans to hold classes and artists’ 
workshops. Here are a few of the photos I took that morning to give you a taste of what’s on offer at the café, and 
you can view more on the weblog at https://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2015/07/11/breakfast-at-nadias/

About the Central Coast  is created © KAREN RACTLIFFE and distributed free to subscribers monthly.  
All opinions are the responsibility of the editor, except where otherwise stated.  The editor takes no responsibility for late changes to event information. 

Enquiries about@y7mail.com For more info visit http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/

PRIVACY POLICY: All addresses are kept confidential.  To unsubscribe, send reply e-mail with ’unsubscribe’ in the subject line
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