
Issue #10 December 2011

CONTENTS

Theatre ……………………………………… p.2
Music ...……………………………………… p.4
Poets & Writers …………..………………… p.6
About You - Letters Page ……….....……… p.7
About our Coast ……………………………. p.8

This month’s highlights!
Reviews of FOUR different shows, page 2

The Henry Kendall Poetry Prize is now 
open, page 6

The Central Coast Christmas Fair, page 7

A special Christmas photo feature, page 8

MERRIES, HAPPIES AND THANKS!

Is it December already? I can hardly believe it; the year has flown by so fast.  My first 
year as editor of your local community newsletter and weblog has certainly kept me busy.  
I hope you’re all still enjoying the fruits of my labours!

As About the Central Coast ezine approaches the end of its first year in production, I’d 
like to express my heartfelt thanks and appreciation to those people who have helped to 
bring it into existence: first to Rose Cooper whose years of dedication to What E-News 
created the platform on which this current newsletter stands, and whose example, advice 
and support helped to give it form; secondly, to my sponsors, who have supported me in 
this venture throughout the year: Kevin Booth of Booth’s Motor Group, who was the first 
to come forward and offer his support, John Pastor of Outstanding Results World, Woy 
Woy Little Theatre and Wyong Drama Group who followed shortly after, and short term 
sponsor The Hunter Valley Actors Centre who joined me for a few months earlier this 
year.  I couldn’t do without the support and encouragement of these kind and generous 
people, and I can’t thank them enough. About the Central Coast depends on sponsors 
like these, who are dedicated to promoting the arts on the Central Coast, for its funding.

Please remember that anyone can become a sponsor, any time, for a short or a longer 
period, and the more support I receive the longer I’ll be able to continue providing this 
free service, spreading the word about the great range of talent we have here on the 
Coast.  If you’d like to know more about sponsorship, please drop me a line at 
about@y7mail.com .

Finally, I’d like to thank all my regular subscribers and visitors to the blog because, of 
course, About the Central Coast wouldn’t exist without you, either.  I’d love to hear from 
you if you think there’s any way I could improve the service, or if you just want to spread 
the word about events or activities on the Coast that you’ve seen and enjoyed.  Please 
don’t forget to tell all your friends about the ezine and weblog and ask them if they’d like 
to subscribe, too. (All they need to do is send an email with SUBSCRIBE as the subject).

In the meantime I’d like to send you my very best wishes for the coming holiday 
season, however you celebrate it.  I hope you all have a wonderful time, and I look 
forward to seeing you next year, about the Central Coast.
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REVIEW REVIEW
November was a big month for theatre on the Coast and I was 

fortunate enough to see no less than four great shows! As the summer 
months approach, Wyong Drama Group can usually be counted on to 
bring a smile to our lips and this year was no exception. Millie 
Sampson directed Chase Me Comrade, a classic British farce from 
the pen of Ray Cooney, an acknowledged master of the genre.
Inspired by the defection in 1961 of the Russian ballet dancer, Rudolf 
Nureyev, this play is an irreverent send up that includes all the 
essentials that lovers of farce can expect to enjoy: misunderstanding, 
misdirection, mistaken identity, innuendo, hasty entrances and exits 
through a plethora of doors and, of course, men with their trousers 
down! All these traditional elements were presented by a cast who 
clearly thoroughly enjoyed hamming it up for all they were worth, and 
their enthusiasm was infectious. Audiences were lapping it up.

WDG continued their trend of introducing fresh blood to the boards with young actors Jessica Armitage and 
Cameron Oxley both making promising debut stage performances. Sixteen year old Madeline Parker gave a 
remarkably assured and mature performance as the theatrical Alicia, while relative newcomer, Scott Russell, 
charmed the audience as the defecting dancer, Petrovyan. The young newcomers received able assistance 
from Andy Kabanoff, who brought a wealth of previous experience in Western Sydney and the Blue 
Mountains to this, his first role with WDG. All the fresh faces were, of course, fully supported throughout by 
consummate performances from WDG stalwarts.

Woy Woy Little Theatre had a runaway success with Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap. This popular play 
has been running continuously in the West End since 1952 and Central Coast audiences were eager to 
discover its secret.  Even after an additional two shows were added to the usual run, all performances were 
sold out. Director Brendon Flynn and his able crew worked hard to bring the traditions of the original show to 
the Peninsula stage, successfully recreating the mood and setting of the isolated British guest house in which 
the mysterious and gripping events take place.  Fine performances from an ensemble of Woy Woy’s best 
actors and talented newcomers Jillian-Clare Logan and Martin Pemberton ensured that the audience was 
engaged from start to finish. Characters that were quirky and entertaining in the first half were skillfully 
developed as the play progressed from its deceptively homely and comical beginning and evolved into a 
tense psychological drama culminating in a twist in the tale that was both shocking and moving.

At the same time, Gosford Musical Society brought us another perennial favourite, Fiddler on the Roof
directed by Ted Williams with musical directors Rod Paul and Mark Williams, and choreography by Patti 
Gleeson. Again, the emphasis was on honouring the traditions of this long running show. All the performances 
were true to the show’s well loved characters, but I’d particularly like to mention Josephine Gleeson who gave 
an especially touching performance as Hodel, the daughter forced to leave her family to join her revolutionary 
fiancé in Siberia, and Helen Herridge’s delightful cameo as Grandma Tzeitel.  All the hit songs with all their 
favourite moments were there, including the Russian dancing and the memorable bottle dance at Tzeitel’s 
wedding, and “The Sabbath Prayer” delivered as a benediction to the audience made for a moving encore. 

Finally, I’d like to congratulate Uniting Productions who successfully staged their first full production at the 
end of October after spending a year showcasing the work of local writers at their monthly rehearsed 
readings. Written and directed by talented local playwright, Frank Hatherley, Boxed was developed from its 
first reading in May. Wryly witty, challenging and thoughtful, Frank’s play explored the potential and the pitfalls 
of modern communications. Strong performances from the actors ranged from funny and entertaining to 
poignant and affecting. Frank’s direction made inventive and economical use of the space and highlighted the 
possibilities this new venue offers to the theatrical community. (The new lighting deck is impressive, and 
might be envied by some of the more established theatres on the coast).  Gosford Uniting Church are doing a 
great service to the community in providing this space - and theatrical enthusiasts Alf Taylor, Margaret 
McGowan and Mary Middleton deserve praise for their efforts in bringing the work of local writers to the 
attention of the public. I thoroughly enjoyed Boxed as I did all of the above productions, and I continue to be 
amazed and grateful that I live in an area that can boast such a rich array of theatrical talent.



COMING IN 2012

When you’re doing your Christmas shopping, don’t forget to treat yourself to a new diary and, when you’ve got it, 
make sure you mark in all the exciting theatrical events coming our way in 2012.  You won’t want to miss these:

JANUARY

GOSFORD MUSICAL SOCIETY presents CAMP ROCK and WYONG MUSICAL THEATRE COMPANY
presents an information night for their June production of CALAMITY JANE

FEBRUARY

WOY WOY LITTLE THEATRE presents NATURAL CAUSES

MARCH

GOSFORD MUSICAL SOCIETY presents A CHORUS LINE

APRIL

WYONG DRAMA GROUP presents FAWLTY TOWERS

JUNE

WYONG DRAMA GROUP presents CENTRAL COAST THEATREFEST 
WYONG MUSICAL THEATRE COMPANY presents CALAMITY JANE

JULY

WOY WOY LITTLE THEATRE presents ARSENIC AND OLD LACE
GOSFORD MUSICAL SOCIETY presents CINDERELLA, THE PANTOMIME

AUGUST

GOSFORD MUSICAL SOCIETY presents JEKYLL AND HYDE

OCTOBER 

GOSFORD MUSICAL SOCIETY presents GREASE
WOY WOY LITTLE THEATRE presents THE 39 STEPS

HAVE A THEATRICAL NEW YEAR!
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Symphony & Jazz
Central Coast Conservatorium 

presents

The Concertante Ensemble
in its annual popular

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

A second chance to hear the unusual combination of Timpani and strings with David Kimpton, 
winner of the 2010 Central Coast Concerto Competition.

Program includes:
Tchaikovsky - Souvenir de Florence
Ney Rosauro - Concerto for Timpani

Tickets: $35 Adults, $28 Senior, $25 Concession $15 Child (16 & under)

[Information and images courtesy of http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au ]
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CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm

Central Coast Leagues Club, Gosford

For details visit http://jazzleague.net

Rodric White at the Reef Restaurant

Performing an evening of jazz, 
contemporary music, Christmas songs and Carols 

7.00 pm to 10.00 pm 
on Fridays 2nd, 9th, 16th 23rd December.

The Reef Restaurant
The Haven, Terrigal NSW 2260

Phone: (02) 4385 3222

[Information and image courtesy of 
http://www.paulrobertburton.com/PRB/Events.html ]

http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au
http://jazzleague.net
http://www.paulrobertburton.com/PRB/Events.html


THE TROUBADOR CLUB
presents

December 17, 2011 - 7pm
Christmas Theme Variety Concert

Floor spots available and supper provided.

General admission $11 / Concession $9 / Members $8

Children free with paying adult

For more information phone 4341 4060 AH or 0419 231 319

Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

Fri 9th - DUTCH COURAGE - Kincumber Hotel http://www.kerriegarside.com.au/

- SARAH HUMPHREYS EP LAUNCH @ The Rhythm Hut http://www.sarahhumphreys.com/shows.cfm

- BRACKETS AND JAM KINCUMBA http://www.bracketsandjam.com/

Sat 10th BRACKETS AND JAM LAKE MUNMORAH http://www.bracketsandjam.com/

Fri 23rd - NOTHING SACRED - Jacks Bar, Erina - from 8:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au/

Sat 24th – KERRIE GARSIDE SOLO - Club Toukley, Toukley - from 8:00pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au/

Sat 31st - DUTCH COURAGE - The Boathouse Restaurant, Koolewong - from 8:00pm
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au/
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CENTRAL COAST POETS INCORPORATED

CALLING ALL POETS!
The 2012 Henry Kendall Poetry Award

Do you enjoy penning the occasional ode? Are you harbouring a talent for writing poetry? If so, now is your 
chance to release that latent artistry. Whether you are an established writer or a budding poet – here’s your chance 
to get the recognition you deserve! The Central Coast Poets Inc announces the launch of its 2012 Henry Kendall 
Poetry Award. This biennial competition is regarded by the literary world as one of Australia’s most prestigious 
poetry awards. It not only guarantees the winner $500 but also publication in the CCPI’s anthology and from that, 
who knows, fame and fortune! This competition attracts entries from established poets to humble first timers and is 
this year judged by one of Australia’s most respected poets, David Musgrave. 

To enter or learn more log onto: www.centralcoastpoets.com.au
and follow the instructions. 

Closing date is 14th February 2012

Sprocket Open Mic/Slam Poetry Event 

at Sprockets Cafe cnr Watt and Hunter Sts on Saturday 10 Dec 12.30 to 2.30 pm

Prizes of Coffee Bags and Poetry Books (Picaro Press). Poetry at the Pub 2011 Anthologies also on sale for $8. 
Come and read or slam or just listen and drink a lovely coffee. See You There! 

Enquiries to mark.liston@hotmail.com

Fellowship of Australian Writers 

meet at Gosford Hotel 10 am, 3rd Sunday of the month. 

If you're interested in writing, please contact Helen Luidens on 4363 2627

About Poets & Writers
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Dear Karen

I attended the "Come Fly With Me" concert held in the Parkview Room of the Central Coast Leagues 
Club recently and was delighted by the performers and songs, alike. It was billed as 'a musical journey to 
Broadway and beyond' with the main artists being Ms Behavin, the GMS Choir and Soundwaves. Ms Behavin
started it off with a setting of a group of friends gathering at the airport to fly to New York for a holiday and see 
some shows over there, and entertained us with songs like "New York, New York" and "So It Goes", the lovely 
song by Billy Joel (which choirs often cover) as well as songs from their favourite shows like The Lion King and 
Wicked and their signature song "Ain't Misbehaving". They made way for the GMS Choir, led by the energetic 
Thayar Donaldson (who was also in Ms Behavin) with some of the males doubling up from "Fiddler On The Roof", 
which was playing at Laycock Street Community Theatre at the time. They came back after a break to complete 
their set and then made way for the barbershop choir of Soundwaves led by Rob, who was also in a barbershop 
quartet called Zoom who made it to the top 10 of this year's Australian, New Zealand and Pan Pacific barbershop 
championships. Zoom did a great three song set whilst Soundwaves changed into dress clothes for their finale. All 
three main groups came back for the show finale and did a beautiful rendition of Leonard Cohen's "Hallelujah", led 
by Thayar Donaldson again. The audience, a mix of old and young, thoroughly enjoyed all performers and gave 
them a hearty applause at the finish. 

Paul R

About You

Information and image courtesy of
http://www.gosford.nsw.gov.au
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Sunny days on the beach, jacarandas in bloom, sunrise on Shelly Beach at New Year, from the sublime to the 
tacky, to the point where the tacky meets the sublime again.  It’s all part of

THE COAST AT CHRISTMAS
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