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Greetings everyone!

I hope you are all well and are planning lots of fun activities over the holiday season. If 
you’re still wondering what to do with yourself, you’ll find plenty of suggestions in these 
pages as the Central Coast gears up to celebrate with parties, concerts, and gigs galore. 
And if you’re looking for the best place for a family picnic, you’ll find a selection of 
beautiful spots to choose from in this month’s photo feature.

The end of a year is always a good time to reflect on the highlights of the past twelve 
months, and when I perused previous issues of the ezine to remind myself of the best of 
2012 it came home to me what an extraordinary year it has been.

It’s been a year of milestones with Wyong Drama Group celebrating its Diamond 
Jubilee and Woy Woy Little Theatre its Golden Jubilee, and both companies marked 
the occasion with some of their very best theatre. The Youth in Performing Arts 
program celebrated its 20th anniversary with a week of fabulous variety concerts, and for 
the tenth time Central Coast Theatrefest showcased a selection of quality theatre from 
across the state. It was also a year when the Coast won national recognition as it played 
host to the Australian Youth Dance Festival, and local singer Karise Eden won the 
grand final of Australia’s “The Voice”. Looking forward to the future a new art space 
opened at The Entrance and plans to build new arts and cultural centres in Gosford 
and Wyong took a step forward. All of these things have confirmed my opinion that 2012 
was a great year, and that the Central Coast was the best place to spend it!

About the Central Coast also made some changes, most notably the move to the 
wordpress website that enabled a number of improvements to the service, and I’d like to 
thank you all for the wonderful feedback I received about that. The ezine acquired a new 
sponsor in Civic Video Chittaway, and I’d like to take this opportunity to extend my 
heartfelt thanks to Dan at Civic, Kevin at Booth’s Motors and the members of Wyong 
Drama Group and Woy Woy Little Theatre for their kind support throughout this year.

Last but not least, I’d like to thank you all for continuing to follow the weblog and the 
ezine. I wish you all the very best for the season, and health and happiness in the year to 
come, and I look forward to sharing with you another year of the best entertainment the 
Central Coast has to offer.





A ROYAL CONCLUSION TO THE DIAMOND JUBILEE
A review of WDG’s Two Weeks With The Queen

It has been a banner year for theatre on the Coast 
and in recent weeks I’ve been spoiled with three 
wonderful shows, all of which I thoroughly enjoyed. The 
latest of these was Wyong Drama Group’s Two Weeks 
with the Queen, a humorous and heart-warming play 
adapted from the novel by Morris Gleitzman by award 
winning Australian playwright, Mary Morris. It tells the 
story of Colin, a young boy who is sent to England 
when his brother is diagnosed with cancer, and his 
efforts to find a cure. Hindered by his well meaning but 
opinionated aunt and uncle, and with the reluctant aid 
of his neurotic cousin, he sets out to persuade the 
Queen to help him find the world’s best doctor. In the 
process he has many adventures, meets new people, 
and learns some valuable lessons.

It seems appropriate that Wyong Drama Group concluded their diamond jubilee celebrations with a production 
that looked toward the future. In recent years the XtrAct Drama Academy has been nurturing the talents of young 
people in the community and it is now reaping the benefits with an injection of fresh blood into the company’s 
productions. This play provided an opportunity for a number of young actors to take the stage, supported by some 
of Wyong Drama Group’s finest veteran performers.

Talented new director, nineteen year old Joshua Maxwell, rose to the challenge of staging a play set in two 
countries and multiple locations with a production that was innovative, stylish and energetic. He took a minimalist 
approach to set and staging with a clever arrangement of revolving flats that quickly and suggestively moved the 
action through a variety of different locations. Simple props, lighting and sound effects, and a careful attention to 
costuming all helped to set the scene, and there were a number of effective directorial touches throughout. One 
stand-out scene, set in the London Underground, had you believing in a cast of hundreds.

In fact, there were only fifteen actors in the cast, with most playing multiple roles. The primary focus was Colin, 
played by Scott Russell, who held the action and knitted the cast together, and fully involved the audience in the 
impulsive, incorrigible and big-hearted charm of his character. He demonstrated a great flare for comedy and was 
also convincing and moving in the emotional moments. Declan Green and Kalani Hirst alternated in the role of 
Alistair, Colin’s equivocating side-kick, and each brought something completely individual and memorable to their 
character. Another stand out was WDG stalwart Marc Calwell, who gave a nuanced performance, full of humour 
and gentle poignancy, as Ted. But all the cast gave strong performances, even in minor and cameo roles, and 
everyone involved helped to make this a very funny and ultimately genuinely moving play.

XtrAct Drama Academy provides dramatic tuition for young people from kindergarten to high school age and 
Wyong Drama Group is actively seeking new members. For more information about the group’s activities and 
productions visit http://wyongdramagroup.com.au or call 4353 4353.
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FILM GLOBAL - END OF YEAR CELEBRATIONS - CHANGE OF DATE 

Come and join us for the Film Global experience. Feast on the sights, sounds and tastes as a different Cultural 
Community group hosts Film Global each month. Film Global was developed to celebrate the diversity of cultures 
that exist in the Central Coast community. Film Global brings people together to celebrate culture. Over the years
a variety of culturally inspired celebrations have been expressed through a range of traditional and contemporary 

cultural performances, displays, dance, music, food and more.

ALL WELCOME

7 December 2012
6:30pm Doors Open - For a 7pm start.

$2 Donation Appreciated

The Hub Youth Entertainment Venue
Nth Sth Loop Rd, Erina Fair

The venue is wheelchair accessible and located right near the bus terminal. 

We look forward to you joining us the 2nd Friday of each month for a wonderful night.

[Information courtesy of http://www.thehuberina.com/the-hub/events.do ]

AUDITIONS
The National Theatre Company Inc is auditioning for the ’13 the Musical’ on Saturday 8 December. 

We are looking to secure two casts of girls and boys aged between 12 and 16. 
Information and audition registrations are through our website www.tntc.org.au

’13′ is a very recent broadway rock musical for young people. We are aiming to secure two large casts and 
auditions will be held from 10am on Saturday 8th of December (Registration is essential). If people can’t make the 

information night, they will be able to find key information and dates on our website from 22 November.

’13 the musical’ (and Godspell) are possible through the generosity of our major supporters: 
The National College of Dance, and ABC Orthodontics.

‘13 will Open in Singleton for a short season in April 2013. Following a short break, 
it will resume at the Civic Theatre Playhouse in Newcastle.

Enquiries to: auditions@tntc.org.au (with the number ’13′ in the subject line).

CORRECTION TO LAST MONTH’S INFORMATION FOR GODSPELL

Laycock Street Theatre has not confirmed our booking for Godspell due to another booking they had at the same 
time. As such we are looking to do a return season of Godspell taking in Laycock St in 2014.

Information courtesy of,
Chris Maxfield, CEO & Artistic Director

Mob +61 400 360 336
PO Box 70 New Lambton

NSW 2305, Australia
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Symphony & Jazz

CENTRAL COAST CONSERVATORIUM PRESENTS

The Central Coast Conservatorium Youth Orchestra presents little proms Play 
Like a Pirate. Little Proms will teach you and your child about the Symphony 

Orchestra, and give them the rare opportunity to sit next to their favourite 
instrument and hear the orchestra from the musicians perspective. 

The Program includes:
Rossini: Overture to the Barber Of Seville

Klaus Badelt: Pirates of the Caribbean - Curse of the Black Pearl
Prokofiev: Peter and the Wolf 

Saturday, December 8, 2:30pm
The Entrance Art Gallery, Cnr Battely and Oakland Ave

Tickets: Adults $15, Children Free. You can purchase tickets by calling 4324 
7477 or by purchasing at the door. 

Sunday, December 9 @ 2.30 pm
at Greenway Chapel, Green Point

The Concertante Ensemble
CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Program

Corelli: Christmas Concerto, Op. 6 No. 8
Chris Sainsbury: The Wellbeing Concertino for Clarinet 

and Strings 
(dedicated to and played by Greg Turner)

Bottesini: Grand Duo Concertant for Solo Violin, Double 
Bass and Strings

(Soloists Harry and Ben Ward)
Haydn: The "Emperor" String Quartet 

in C Major, Op 75 No. 3 
(arranged for String Orchestra)

and Beethoven: String Quintet Op. 4 
(arranged for String Orchestra).

Tickets: $35 Adults, 
$28 Senior, $25 Concession

$15 Child (16 & under)

Tickets available on 4324 7477 or at the door

Information and image courtesy of
http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au/
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CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm
at

Central Coast Leagues Club,
Gosford

For details visit 
http://jazzleague.net

[Information courtesy of 
Jazz League newsletter]

Live at Laycock
Central Coast Concert Band Favourites

Throughout the full concert series the Central Coast 
Concert Band will also be hosting and introducing 
an exciting variety of visiting bands, soloists and 

vocalists.

Adult $30, Conc. $25, Child $20 
Laycock Street Theatre

9 December 2pm

Information courtesy of
http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com/whats_on.html

http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au/
http://jazzleague.net
http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com/whats_on.html


THE TROUBADOR CLUB CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Saturday 15th December, 2012..... 7pm 
CWA Hall, Opposite Fisherman's Wharf, Woy Woy 

Christmas in The Cavern
"A Merseybeat Christmas themed concert"

Bring your songs from the sixties and dress the part.
Prizes for the best dressed.

Bring a plate to share for supper as we celebrate our Christmas theme night concert.

PLUS: SESSIONS

From time to time, the Troubadours have sessions where we share music, take turns in playing and generally 
enjoy folk, traditional and acoustic music.

The sessions are sometimes in members homes and sometimes in venues.

The next session is scheduled for
Sunday 9th December at Patonga Tavern from 3:00pm

All welcome.

Information courtesy of
http://www.troubadour.org.au/folk/current_002.htm
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KANTARA HOUSE

70's Solid Gold Theatre Restaurant

14th & 22nd December

Everything you love about the 70's

2 course meal, 
show & dancing till late 

Only $59

Great for Christmas Party's
Prizes for audience participation 

and best 70's costume

Information courtesy of Justine Merzian
Event Co-ordiantor. For more details visit

www.kantarahouse.com.au or call 4369 1528

Songs With Friends
Featuring several vocal ensembles on the coast: 

Tangeloes, Jubila Singers, Free Spirits and Loco Voco,
get together for a little concert of sacred and secular songs.

The audience is encouraged to join in 
with all of the groups at the end with 

singing improvisation. (No pressure!). 
Instruments welcome too.

Sunday December 9, 2012
2 pm – 3.30 pm

The Gospel Gardens,
207 West Street,
Umina Beach.

Sponsored by the Central Coast Singing Workshops 
With support from Gosford City council.

Gold coin donation

Information courtesy of Jubila Singers. Details: Jane
4339 1336 or facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/singingworkshops

http://www.troubadour.org.au/folk/current_002.htm
www.kantarahouse.com.au
www.facebook.com/singingworkshops


FIREFLY CONCERTS AT THE FOREST OF TRANQUILITY

Firefly Magic Nov – Dec
Natural Light Spectacle

Friday, Saturday and Sunday Nights at the Forest of Tranquility. 
Open 6-9 pm for DIY walkers. Bring picnic dinner. Be ready to walk the magic rainforest by 7:30pm.

8 December- Lightning Bugs – songs about the natural world and her creatures.
Ukulele in the Forest commences 29 December. 

Information courtesy of the Forest of Tranquility. Details are available on line at 
http://forestoftranquility.blogspot.com.au/

Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

 Thu 6th KERRIE GARSIDE SOLO” for Star 104.5 – Wyong, 4-6pm http://kerriegarside.com.au/
 Fri 7th DUTCH COURAGE – GOSFORD RSL from 8pm http://kerriegarside.com.au/
 NOVAKYN Jack’s Bar, Erina https://www.facebook.com/#!/events/407482922655181/

 Sat 8th JELLYFISH Jack's Bar & Grill, 8.30pm-12am http://www.jellyfishband.com.au/gigs.html
 BRACKETS AND JAM Lake Munmorah, 6 pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com/

 Sun 9th KERRIE GARSIDE SOLO for Star 104.5 – The Esplanade, Terrigal, 10am-12noon 
 KERRIE SOLO, AVOCA BEACH HOTEL – from 2pm http://kerriegarside.com.au/

 CENTRAL COAST UKULELE CLUB Performance for the Central Coast Christmas Spectacular at Avoca 
http://centralcoastukuleleclub.wordpress.com/

 Fri 14th KERRIE GARSIDE SOLO for Star 104.5 – WESTFIELD, TUGGERAH http://kerriegarside.com.au/
 2012 SEA Fm DISCOVERED - GRAND FINAL - CHANGE OF DATE - The Hub Youth Entertainment 

Venue, 6:30 pm - 9:30 pm http://www.thehuberina.com/the-hub/events.do
 Sat 15th DUTCH COURAGE – MINGARA from 8pm http://kerriegarside.com.au/

 JELLYFISH The Coast Hotel, Budgewoi, 8.30pm - 11.30pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au/gigs.html
 Sun 16th MIRRABOOKA Sunday Jack’s Bar 10 bands in 10 hours Mirrabooka on at 2pm 

http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com/
 Thu 20th SARAH HUMPHREYS Lizottes, Avoca Drive, Kincumber, 7 pm 

http://www.sarahhumphreys.com/fr_home.cfm
 Fri 21st DUTCH COURAGE – DOYALSON RSL from 9:15pm http://kerriegarside.com.au/

 MIRRABOOKA - Jacks Bar, Erina 6-8pm http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com/
 Battle of the Bands - 2012 GRAND FINAL the Hub Youth Entertainment Venue, 6:30 pm - 9:30 pm 

http://www.thehuberina.com/the-hub/events.do
 Sat 22nd SARAH HUMPHREYS - The Entrance Leagues Club, Bateau Bay, 12:00 pm 

http://www.sarahhumphreys.com/fr_home.cfm
 Sun 23rd KERRIE GARSIDE SOLO for Star 104.5 – WESTFIELD, TUGGERAH 

http://kerriegarside.com.au/
 Mon 24th DUTCH COURAGE, CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT - The Entrance Foreshore

http://kerriegarside.com.au/
 Fri 28th KERRIE GARSIDE SOLO” – Ettalong Beach Club – Riley’s Bar http://kerriegarside.com.au/
 Sat 29th KERRIO GARSIDE SOLO – Breaker Country Club, 8-11pm http://kerriegarside.com.au/
 MIRRABOOKA -The Sails Stage The Entrance 11-3pm http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com/

 Sun 30th KERRIE SOLO” – for Star 104.5 – WESTFIELD, TUGGERAH http://kerriegarside.com.au/
 MIRRABOOKA – The Peats Ridge Festival http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com/

 THE 5 LANDS EXPERIENCE - The Rhythm Hut - 18:30 – 23:30 
http://www.therhythmhunters.com/events/index%20Events.htm

 Mon 31st JELLYFISH - "New Years Eve" Jack's Bar, Erina - To Purchase Tickets Ph: 0243-655-050 
10pm - 2am http://www.jellyfishband.com.au/gigs.html
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Kay Haerland
Foyer Gallery: 1 December to 9 January 2013

An exhibition of quilts by Central Coast textile artist Kay Haerland. Kay is internationally renowned for her beautiful 
and intricate work, using fabric and thread, rather than canvas and paint. Her work consists of realistic landscapes 

and contemporary abstract compositions. Like a painter, she uses design, colour, texture and light to make her 
work ‘believable’ and inspire the viewer to connect emotionally with the work.

Information courtesy of http://www.gosfordregionalgallery.com/exhibitions.htm
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FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN 
WRI TERS MEETINGS

Fellowship of Australian Writers meet at Gosford 
Hotel 10am, 3rd Sunday of the month. 

If you’re interested in writing, 
please contact Helen Luidens on 4363 2627

[Information courtesy of Helen Luidens]

Angels on a Shelf
THE POETRY AT THE PUB

MEMBERS ANTHOLOGY 2012
Edited by Karen Ractliffe

This beautiful selection of quality poetry is now available 
for purchase at the bargain price of $8 per volume.

for details download “The Sonnet” from
http://www.poetryatthepub.com/

http://www.gosfordregionalgallery.com/exhibitions.ht
http://www.poetryatthepub.com/


This is a hotch-potch collection celebrating the beauty and variety of our Coast. Subjects include Patonga, 
Somersby Falls, Crackneck Point, Bateau Bay, Mangrove Dam, Hawkesbury River, Woy Woy, Towoon Bay, 

North Entrance,and Long Jetty.
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