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Greetings everyone!

What a year it’s been! There’s been so much great entertainment happening on the 
Central Coast I’ve frequently struggled to fit it all into the pages of this ezine, and this 
month is no exception. Here are a couple of additional items:

It’s Firefly Season and the Forest of Tranquility is celebrating with a swarm of 
exciting events. There’s live music after the firefly walks every weekend and a special 
Solstice Celebration with a Wizard Costume Event, not to mention tipi camp-overs and 
workshops in art, sculpture, and forest flora and fauna. Full details are available on the 
weblog at http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2013/10/25/firefly-season-opening-
at-the-forest-of-tranquility/

And don’t miss the Peninsula Waterfront Market this weekend. In addition to local 
produce, art and crafts, there will be live music from Jake Cassar, Drumbola and Central 
Coat Ukulele Club and a visit from Santa! For more information, visit the weblog at
http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2013/12/06/peninsula-waterfront-christmas-
market/ And for the best of all the other markets, fairs, gigs, concerts, pantos, 
celebrations and more happening this month – read on!

What are you doing over the holiday season?

As always at this time of year, I would like to take a moment to acknowledge my 
sponsors over the past twelve months. These generous benefactors have made it 
possible for me to keep promoting all the local talent we have here on the Coast: my 
heartfelt thanks to Kevin at Booth’s Motors, Dan at Civic Video Chittaway, and to the 
members of Wyong Drama Group and Woy Woy Little Theatre.

And, of course, I’d like to thank you all for continuing to follow About the Central Coast 
at the weblog and the ezine, on Facebook, Twitter and Linkedin. I wish you all the very 
best for the season, and health and happiness in the year to come, and I look forward to 
sharing with you another year of the Central Coast’s best entertainment!



http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2013/10/25/firefly-season-opening-
http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2013/12/06/pen


WHO is this Man
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Coastal Light Films is an independent film production company 
based on the Central Coast, consisting of only the coolest of 
humanity and promising only the best professional quality 
videos. We have been working on this project for the last 
couple of months and we’ve finally got a trailer out now!

The episode stars Scott Russell as ‘The Doctor’, and Rohan 
Smith and Kalani Hirst as his new companions. It also has a 
fantastic supporting cast that includes Duncan Mitchell, 
Pollyanna Forshaw, Paul Ractliffe and Declan Green.

The episode will be available on youtube from 31st December 
2013. Until then make sure you check out the trailer at 
http://youtu.be/C-1XMMnup1k and get excited!

Hope you guys enjoy. Make sure you spread the word and 
send an invite to everyone (whovian or non-whovian included)

Information and images courtesy of 
https://www.facebook.com/events/611963345530929/

Image courtesy of XtrAct Publicity

http://youtu.be/C
https://www.facebook.com/events/611963345530929/


Courtroom Drama with Appeal
A Review of Wyong Drama Group’s “The Accused”

British writer and life peer Lord Jeffrey Archer is a colourful 
character worthy of one of his own plays or novels. As a well 
known political personality since the late sixties, he rose to 
Chairman of the Conservative Party in the eighties, but his 
career was beset with scandal – bankruptcy, libel cases, 
accusations of corruption – and finally ended when he was 
charged, and later convicted, of perjury and sentenced to four 
years imprisonment. None of this seems to have hurt his 
writing career, however. His first novel was published in Britain 
in 1974 and several of his books have become best sellers –
best known among them, perhaps, are Kane and Abel and
First Among Equals – and his books and plays have been 
adapted for stage, screen and television.

The Accused was first performed at the Theatre Royal, Windsor, on 26 September, 2000 and starred Archer 
himself in the title role – ironically, since the opening coincided with his arrest for perjury! This fact threatened the 
production for a while, but the show went ahead and opened in London’s West End later that year. 

The action of the play revolves around the trial of a respected surgeon who is accused of poisoning his wife. The 
details of the crime are introduced through police and professional witnesses but, ultimately, the case rests on a 
choice between the opposed testimonies of the accused and his accuser, a woman who claims to have been his 
mistress and a witness to the machinations that led to his wife’s death. The thoroughly engaging plot contains all 
the usual elements that make courtroom dramas entertaining: a compelling mystery with conflicting stories, red 
herrings and misinformation, unexpected twists and shocking revelations, not to mention the legal shenanigans 
and rivalries of the opposing counsels. All is presented with sharp and witty dialogue from a variety of strong 
characters. A dramatic device that further engages the audience in the action casts them in the role of jurors. 
They are required to decide on the guilt or innocence of “the prisoner” and thereby determine which of two 
possible outcomes the actors will present in the final act.

The Accused was the first play Pollyanna Forshaw directed for Wyong Drama Group since her highly popular 
production of `Allo, `Allo in 2005, but more recently she won praise for her hit shows Jesus Christ Superstar and 
Eurobeat with Wyong Musical Theatre Company. In November she brought her flair to the drama and intrigue of 
the courtroom, recreating the pomp and circumstance of London’s Central Criminal Court in the Wyong Memorial 
Hall. The commitment to this illusion was established from the outset with patrons being required to pass through 
a mock security gateway before making their way to their seats, and once in the theatre they were informed by an 
official announcement that they were entering The Old Bailey (and must, therefore, switch off their mobile 
phones!) Joshua Maxwell’s set was suitably impressive and imposing and particular kudos are due for the 
convincing effect of marble walls which were, in fact, hand painted. Well chosen music helped to establish the 
gravitas of the setting – the opening theme actually produced chills – and the performances of a strong cast 
brought out both the dramatic tension and the surprising humour inherent in the various adversarial relationships. 
Andrew Thompson and Brendon Flynn as opposing barristers immediately captivated the audience with great 
stage presence and timing, and the differing (but equally arrogant) charm of their characters. Niccy Hallam, in her 
first stage role since high school, was admirably assured as the Crown’s principle witness. She and WDG stalwart 
Marc Calwell (as the “accused” of the title) both gave convincing performances as two characters who, as it turned 
out, were also giving convincing performances. They received excellent support from the rest of the cast. Even 
those in minor parts were completely commited to their roles. New faces among the supporting cast showed great 
promise, and the other recent members confirmed themselves as valuable additions to the group.

The audience thoroughly enjoyed the performance and their own participation within it, even the requirement to 
stand for each entrance of the Judge and chorus “God Save the Queen” after the court usher. The back and forth 
between the barristers and the witnesses was completely engaging and thrilling. There were voluble gasps and 
cries from the spectators as the play progressed, and huge applause at the end.

The verdict? WDG pulled off a resounding win!
The group’s next production (and last in the Wyong Memorial Hall) will be All My Sons by Arthur Miller. For more 

information visit http://wyongdramagroup.com.au

[Image courtesy of WDG publicity]
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AUDITIONS

WYONG DRAMA GROUP’S ALL MY SONS

Monday 9th & Wednesday 11th December

Pam Campbell will be holding auditions in the Green Room starting at 7.30pm. The cast consists of 6 males aged 
60, 40, three mid thirties and an 8 year old and four females aged 50, 40, and two mid twenties. Further 

information regarding the play and roles will be on our website in the next few days –
www.wyongdramagroup.com.au

WYONG MUSICAL THEATRE COMPANY’S HAIR

Peter and Karen Pendleton are co-directing this exciting production, which will be the last show held in the 
Memorial Hall before it is knocked down to make way for a new theatre. Auditions will be held by appointment 
at Wyong Memorial Hall, Anzac Ave, Monday 16th December and call-backs 18th December. This show was 

created for, and we are seeking, a multicultural cast of all races and body types. Rehearsals will commence 13 
January, 2014. Show dates are from 25 April to 3 May, 2014. Visit http://www.wmtc.com.au for more information.

SHORT + SWEET – CALL FOR ACTORS

‘Bringing Work Home’, by Simon Tonkin, has made it to Short and Sweet, Sydney. If any Central Coast actors 
would like a role in the upcoming series of Sydney Short and Sweet, there are three roles available, all for actors 
between 25 and 45, one must be male, one female and the other can be either. The play is to be performed at 

New Theatre 18th to 20th January. Directed by the author, who has had four plays in Short and Sweet before, this 
play is a comedy about a marriedcouple. Rehearsals will be held on the Coast. Please PM Simon for any further

details and/or the script at simonthentonkin@gmail.com

WYONG DRAMA GROUP SUPPORTING
THE LEUKAEMIA FOUNDATION

The WDG 2014 Alternative Calendar can still be purchased 
online. Just $10 each! (plus postage and handling). Buy one 

for yourself, and extras for family, friends and business 
associates, and support leukaemia research.

MAKES A GREAT CHRISTMAS PRESENT!

For more information visit the website: 
www.wyongdramagroup.com.au

[Information and image courtesy of WDG publicity]
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Symphony & Jazz
CENTRAL COAST CONSERVATORIUM PRESENTS

Composers' Concert Series #3

John Nottle has been commissioned by The Central Coast Conservatorium to write a new composition. His work 
is titled The Fabulous Rojo Rocket for Youth Orchestra and is the third and final concert in our very successful 
Composers' Concert Series, supported by Arts NSW. Mr Nottle is the Conductor of Central Coast Youth 
Orchestra, who will perform the piece. The program will be performed by the Central Coast Youth Orchestra, 
Central Coast Symphonic Wind Orchestra, Central Coast Primary Wind Ensemble, and Katandra Voices.

Anglican Church, 3 Mann St, Gosford 
Friday Dec 6th at 6.00pm

Adults $10, Conc/Chidren $5

CCSO Subscription Series Concert #4: Richard Gill Conducts

Conductor Richard Gill OAM. Program includes Bizet, Mozart, Bartok and Rimsky-Korsakov.

Gosford High School Auditorium, Racecourse Road, Gosford
Saturday, December 7 at 8pm (Pre-concert talk by Richard Gill OAM) from 7pm

Adults $40 - Concessions $35 - Children $10 - Family (2+2) $90

Concertante Ensemble Concert #4 - Christmas Concert

Concertante Ensemble will present
a Christmas Concert featuring works by Mozart.

Soloist: Carl Schmidt (Piano)

Greenway Memorial Chapel, 
460 Avoca Drive, Green Point 

Sunday, 15th December at 2.30pm

TICKET PRICES:
Adults $35; Seniors $28; Conc $25;

Students/Children $15
(Includes afternoon tea)

Information and images courtesy of 
http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au/events.htm
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CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Celebrating 20 Years!

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm
Central Coast Leagues Club, Gosford

For details visit http://jazzleague.net

“Swinging coffee/lunch” overlooking the 
beach…Every Wednesday morning around 

10am a group of old & young musos gather for a 
blow on the terrace of the Surf Club at 

MacMasters Beach. The kiosk is open 9am for 
breakfast/coffee/lunch. It’s a great spot! 

For more info call Helena or Steven Hansen 
4382 3241

See you Thursdays at the AVO JAZZnPIZZA ! 
Jazz at Avoca Pizza & Pasta fortnightly 7pm 

Thurs 4 & 18 April $9 kids free, BYO 4382 3506.
Get Jazz Get Happy…Jiri !  

www.harlemswing.com

[Information courtesy of Jazz League newsletter]

http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au/events.htm
http://jazzleague.net
www.harlemswing.com


THE BEST OF this year’s YIPA
Exceptional highlights of the Central Coast's best young musicians, dancers and actors 

performing in the intimate space of Woy Woy's Peninsula Theatre.

The Peninsula Theatre, Woy Woy
14 December 2pm and 7.30pm

For more information and to purchase tickets visit 
http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com

For reviews of previous YIPA shows, please visit the weblog:
http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2013/05/31/youth-in-performing-arts-2013-

a-review-by-karen-ractliffe/
http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2012/06/14/a-review-of-youth-in-performing-

arts-by-karen-ractliffe/

[Information and image courtesy of Laycock and YIPA publicity.]

Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

Fri 6th - COVER 2 COVER - The Entrance Leagues Club, Bateau Bay http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
- THE METRODOME: COAST ROCK RIOT featuring Impostion, Enemies with Benefits, Now Open, The Sunburns and the 
Disbanded Kings. The Youth Arts Warehouse,123 Donnison Street, Gosford from 6 pm www.youthartswarehouse.com.au

- JELLYFISH - Bateau Bay Hotel, 8.30pm - 11.45pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au/gigs.html
- 2013 SEA Fm DISCOVERED - GRAND FINAL Admission: PRE BOOKED ONLY.

The Hub Youth Entertainment Venue 6:30 pm - 9:30 pm http://www.thehuberina.com/the-hub/events.do
Sat 7th – “KERRIE SOLO” – GOSFORD HOTEL – Brasserie – 7:30-10:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- COVER 2 COVER - Wallarah Bay Recreation Club, Gorokan http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
- MIRRABOOKA - Club Tuggerah from 8 til late http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com

Fri 13th - ANDREW GODBOLD -Wyong Bowling Club http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
- JELLYFISH  "150th Gig Party" at  The Woodport Inn, Erina,  8pm - 11.30pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au/gigs.html

- BRACKETS AND JAM Kincumba Mountain at 7.30 pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com
Sat 14th – “DUTCH COURAGE” – Diggers @ The Entrance – 8-11:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- BRACKETS AND JAM Lake Munmorah from 6 pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com
- JELLYFISH at Toukley RSL from 8.30pm - 11.30pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au/gigs.html

Sun 15th - PAUL ROBERT BURTON - Empire Bay Tavern, 15:00 – 18:30 
http://www.paulrobertburton.com/PRB/Calendar.html

Thurs 19th – “KERRIE SOLO” – Toukley Aged Care – 11am-1pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
Fri 20th – “DUTCH COURAGE” – Tall Timbers Hotel, Ourimbah – 7:30-11:00pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- ROCKMONSTER at the Coast Hotel, Budgewoi at 8.30 pm http://www.rockmonster.com.au/index.shtml
- A RHYTHM HUT CHRISTMAS with Sarah Humphreys & Loren Kate http://therhythmhut.com.au/christmas/

Sat 21st – “DUTCH COURAGE” – The Greens @ The Entrance http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
- JELLYFISH at Catherine Hill Bay Hotel,  2.30pm - 5.30pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au/gigs.html
Tues 24th – “KERRIE GARSIDE MUSIC SINGERS” – Carols by Candlelight – Shelly Beach – 5:30 

http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
Thurs 26th – Boxing Day – “KERRIE SOLO” – BAY SPORTS CLUB, Bateau Bay – Music Lounge 8-11:30pm 

http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
Fri 27th - COVER 2 COVER  - Gwandalan Bowling Club http://www.andrewgodbold.com/

Sat 28th - ROCKMONSTER at the Beachcomber Hotel, Toukley at 8pm http://www.rockmonster.com.au/index.shtml
Sun 29th – “KERRIE SOLO” – The Bungalow Lounge & Tapas – Ettalong – 5-7pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

NYE – Wed 31st – “DUTCH COURAGE” – Breakers Country Club, Terrigal http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
- ROCKMONSTER - Munmorah United Bowling Club, Lake Munmorah at 8 pm http://www.rockmonster.com.au/index.shtml

- COVER 2 COVER  - Wyong Leagues Club http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
- JELLYFISH - The Entrance Foreshore, Main Stage, 7pm - 9pm (Fireworks from 9pm) 

http://www.jellyfishband.com.au/gigs.html
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About Arts, Crafts & Writers

FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN WRITERS MEETINGS

Fellowship of Australian Writers meet at Gosford Hotel, 10 am, 3rd Sunday of the month. If you’re interested 
in writing, please contact Helen Luidens on 4363 2627

Information courtesy of Helen Luidens.
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Last Markets of the year full of Festive Frivolity !

It’s “Festive Frivolity” on Saturday 14h December with all the magic of Christmas at the 
Gosford City Markets. Kibble Park will be themed with all things Christmas including a 
huge Christmas tree, wreathes aplenty and colourful Christmas flags to celebrate the 
season. Lively music will play on the main stage from 8am to 1pm along with roving 
carollers through the Park performing your favourite Christmas carols from 10am 
onwards. With Christmas fast approaching, the Gosford City Markets is the best place 
to find unique or hand made gifts this Christmas from local artisans.

Little market goers will absolutely love the Santa’s Workshop we are setting up where children can 
make their own Christmas decorations free of charge to take home for their own Christmas tree.

Paul Brasch, Manager of GBID comments: “Like Santa’s little helpers, the Markets Committee has been 
working hard behind the scenes to make sure the last market of the year is a fun-filled and memorable 
event for all. We have saved a few surprises for the day so make sure you come along. Kibble Park will 
absolutely come alive with all the colour of the season, vibrant market stalls, entertainers and more.
There is plenty of free parking nearby and Kibble Park has excellent wheelchair access.” Amongst the 
Market stalls, you will find fresh produce, award winning cheeses, breads, olives, coconut products, curry 
spices, wine, delicious honey and more in the fresh produce area, as well as a large array of hand made 
items, such as soy candles, jewellery, soaps, gift ideas and much, much more.

We are always looking for more great, unique stalls to add variety to our markets. For enquiries, please 
contact GBID today on (02) 4322 7726 or visit www.gosfordcity.com.au. See you for some Festive Fun.

[Information and images courtesy of Paul Brasch]

THE 2013 POETRY AT THE PUB ANTHOLOGY IS NOW AVAILABLE

PALACES OF REFLECTION
Edited by Karen Ractliffe

Drop me a line at about@y7mail.com to find out how to get your copy (and gifts for your friends).

Poetry at the Pub is on the 3rd and 5th Mondays of the month at the Wickham Park Hotel, corner of Maitland 
Rd and Albert St, Wickham, commencing at 7.30pm. All meetings include an open reading bracket. Gold coin

donation requested. For more details visit www.poetryatthepub.com

www.gosfordcity.com.au
www.poetryatthepub.com
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Gosford Waterfront comes alive for
New Years Eve Festival !

The Gosford New Years Eve Festival is set to go off with a big, bright bang 
this year with an all new fireworks display! After a day of sporting activities, an 
“Evening On The Waterfront” commences at 5pm with energetic children’s 
shows through to 7pm when the local band “The Cover Up” takes the stage.
The night ends with an awesome fireworks display at 9pm accompanied by 
vibrant music provided by 2GO. Join us with a picnic rug on the Leagues 
Club Field where there will be food stalls, ice creams, jumping castles, mini 
jeeps, zorb balls, lots of glow products and more from. Leagues Club Field is 
an alcohol prohibited zone and a smoke free environment. After the fireworks 
display at 9pm, thrill seekers can head to Pavier’s Waterfront Carnival which 
is open each night from 21 December to 11 January. More details of the 
day’s activities are available at the weblog, and for more information you can 
visit http://www.nyegosford.com.au/ or phone GBID on 4322 7726.

[Information courtesy of Paul Brasch, Manager GBID]

The Avoca Christmas Fair 2013

Now in its 6th year, the event features over 100 of the best local arts and 
crafts, international foods, puddings, cakes, Rotary Club Christmas trees, 
make your own Christmas decorations by Art Tank, fairy storytelling, 
Santa, live music all day from Fairplay Entertainment on the Lizotte’s 
stage and throughout the grounds, roving magicians & Christmas 
characters, Aquafun water rides on Avoca Lake, Ladybug Express puppet 
show, Little Rugby, face painting, and lots more. Come along and support 
the Coast’s best Christmas experience with the whole family.

Heazlett Park Foreshore, 8th Dec 9 am to 2 pm

[Information courtesy of http://www.mygosford.com.au/what-s-on/event-categories]

[Images courtesy of 
http://www.theentrance.org/events/index.ht
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