
Issue #45 December 2014

CONTENTS

Theatre ……………………………………… p.2
Music ...……………………………………… p.7
Artists & Writers …………..………..……… p.9
About You …………………….……………. p.10

This month’s highlights!
Theatrical highlights in 2015 page 2

Reviews of WDG’s Sweet Road 
and UP’s Antigone pages 4 & 5

Audition Nights for RENT, The Cemetery 
Club and Lovers in Versailles page 6

Christmas Spectacular featuring voices from 
around the Coast page 7

Coasties Film Festival page 10

Announcing an exciting new connection for About the Central Coast!

If you missed my interview with Meredith Gilmore of Coast Arts on coast fm963
last Sunday, you can now listen to it from the Coast Arts website at

http://www.coastarts.com.au/listen-to-interviews-2014/november-2014

I’d like to thank Meredith so much for inviting me to join her on the show, and for the 
opportunity to join with her in further promoting our talented local performers and 
artists. I’m very excited by this connection with Coast Arts, which I feel represents 
a significant new direction for About the Central Coast that will enable me to better 
serve our local arts community.

I’m pleased to announce that in 2015 I’ll be contributing a regular monthly 
segment to the show featuring an overview of what’s happening on the Coast in the 
month ahead.

I hope you’ll join me.



http://www.coastarts.com.au/listen


COMING IN 2015!

Woy Woy Little Theatre has announced its Season of Plays for 2015. The offering includes three 
“new” plays written this century and a 90 year old Nöel Coward classic.

The first production for 2015 will be Yes, Prime Minister, a new script based on the 
much loved TV series. The original writers of this hit television production Anthony 
Jay and Jonathan Lynn reunited to adapt the concept for the stage some four years 
ago. Spin, blackberries, sexed-up dossiers, sleaze, global warming and a country on 
the brink of financial meltdown form the backdrop to mayhem at Chequers as the 
Foreign Minister of Kumranistan makes a seriously compromising offer of salvation.
Prime Minister, Jim Hacker, remains in power with his coterie of close advisers 
including Cabinet Secretary, Sir Humphrey Appleby, and Principal Private Secretary,
Bernard Woolley. But for how long? WWLT president Christine Vale will be directing 
Yes, Prime Minister to be staged at the Peninsula Theatre from February 27 to 
March 15 2015. (Comedy with adult themes).

Next up is Irish dramatist Bernard Farrell’s dark comedy Lovers at Versailles. This is another ‘modern’ play, 
written just 12 years ago. The play examines the plight of three women who are left behind when Stephen Sullivan 
suddenly dies. His wife, Clara, always suspected that Stephen had a hidden life. His daughter Isobel is 
determined to use every opportunity to move up the social ladder and Anna, Stephen’s favourite daughter, is now 
offered a second chance at happiness.

Reviews: “With absolute dramatic precision, brilliant dialogue and flawless structure, Farrell delivers exactly what 
the audience hopes and fears.” – Irish Independent. “Lovers at Versailles is another notch on the author’s 
maliciously funny gun… tenderly triumphant.” – Sunday Independent. To be staged in May. (Adult themes).

Third production for 2015 is another recent play – written in 2011 – Jeffrey Hatcher’s Sherlock Holmes and the 
Adventure of the Suicide Club. In the heart of London, behind the impassive façade of a windowless house, 
some of Europe’s most powerful men gather to play a game… the game is murder… and this is The Suicide Club.
But the club has a new member – Sherlock Holmes: brilliant, brooding, the greatest detective in the world. So why 
does Holmes wish to die? And can his friend, Dr Watson, save him? Or doesn’t Holmes want to be saved?

Review: “Hatcher takes Arthur Conan Doyle’s famous characters and drops them into a story inspired by 
Robert Louis Stevenson’s novella The Suicide Club to create a thrilling comic mystery. The whodunit mystery 
comes complete with a ‘wow-I-didn’t-see-that-coming ending.” – Arizona Daily Star. To be staged in August. 
(Adult themes).

Finally, we’ll finish the year with Nöel Coward’s 1924 classic, “Hay Fever”. Best described as a cross between 
high farce and a comedy of bad manners, the play starts with the arrival of four guests, invited independently by 
different members of the Bliss family for a weekend at their country house near Maidenhead. The promise of an 
idyllic and peaceful weekend is quickly trounced by the self-absorbed eccentricities of the family who leave the 
guests to slink away humiliated, embarrassed and abandoned.

Review: “It doesn’t date… it is in the highest mood of fantastic comedy, it is deliriously heartless and therefore 
deliciously alive and fresh” – The Times. To be staged in October / November 2015. (Adult themes).

Subscription Season brochures will be available soon from the Peninsula Theatre, local (Gosford) libraries and 
Community Centres in Woy Woy, Ettalong, Kincumber, Green Point and Erina.

[Information and images courtesy of WWLT publicity.]
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WYONG DRAMA GROUP 2015 SEASON

GOSFORD MUSICAL SOCIETY COMING UP IN JANUARY
NARNIA THE MUSICAL

Laycock Street Theatre 13 January to 17 January tickets on sale at http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com

[Above information and images courtesy of WDG and GMS publicity.]
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NOVEMBER REVIEW REVIEW
November was an exceptional month for theatre on the Central Coast, beginning with two perennial favourites. 

Unfortunately I missed my opportunity to see GMS’ production of the acclaimed Phantom of the Opera, but I’ve heard 
nothing but praise for the quality of the show, and the outstanding voices of the singers; and Woy Woy’s production of 
the Neil Simon hit was also a great success. (See last month’s issue for a review of the play). 

The theatrical feast continued with two contrasting but equally impressive 
productions, the first of which was Wyong Drama Group’s Sweet Road, an 
Australian drama penned by award winning playwright and scriptwriter, Debra 
Oswald. Oswald is probably best known for the Channel Ten hit series 
Offspring but she is also a successful children’s writer and playwright. Her 
Griffin Award winning stage play, Mr Bailey’s Minder, was memorably 
performed by Woy Woy Little Theatre in 2007. Sweet Road is a ‘slice of life’ 
play about a collection of diverse characters as they each, for varied reasons, 
set off on road trips through the Australian outback. Their stories are told 
through their accidental encounters and interactions with each other along the 
way. It is a masterful and evocative script that engages the imagination of the 
audience to create scene, setting and personae. A cast of strong, fully drawn 

characters engage in very real situations, and are shown in settings that reflect the great variety of Australian 
landscape, culture and character. The dialog and action is rich and textured, entertaining and dramatic, occasionally 
confronting, sometimes poignant, ultimately moving and uplifting.

This was WDG’s first production in their new home, The Grove Theatre in Wyong, and I was eager to see how they 
would adapt to the new space. The last time I saw the place it was a school hall with just a two level floor connected by 
a couple of steps, but Wyong’s theatrical construction crews have been hard at work since and have converted the 
raised section into a full stage facility, and Sweet Road director, Joshua Maxwell, added extra lighting for his 
production. WDG has had popular success in recent years with well known farces like Fawlty Towers and ’Allo ’Allo –
hugely popular shows that are guaranteed to put bums on seats. It’s good to see the group investing the profits from 
these ventures in staging quality Australian drama, and encouraging challenging productions that enhance the group’s 
reputation for producing exciting and innovative theatre. WDG is actively seeking to attract new members and 
encourage fresh blood for its productions and twenty-one year old Josh Maxwell is a fine example of the upcoming 
generation, having already demonstrated his directing abilities with the group’s recent production of Two Weeks with 
the Queen and contributing his design flair to shows like Cosi, Calendar Girls and All My Sons. He favours plays that 
appeal to a broad audience and provide plenty of opportunities for younger members to showcase their talents, offstage 
and on. His suggestive, minimalist approach to set and staging blended well with Oswald’s evocative script. Props were 
kept simple: cars, for example, were just chairs and a steering wheel. Scene, setting and atmosphere were implied 
through photographs pinned to the flats, and creative use of lighting and sound. Prior to the production, a dedicated 
crew undertook and filmed their own road trip to create a flavour of the characters’ journeys. This played unobtrusively 
on the back wall, giving a subliminal sense of motion without drawing attention from the performances, which were the 
central focus of the piece. The fine ensemble cast was a mixture of older and newer members, from veteran actor, 
Marc Calwell - who gave a heart-warming performance as Frank, a retiree trying to live his remaining time to the fullest
- to recent addition, Kalani Katsoolis - who was endearing as an idealistic teenager-in-love. Scott Russell, who is 
becoming a WDG regular, and newcomer, Jessica Pascuzzi, played an apparently mismatched married couple, rising 
to the challenge of interacting with two unseen children and a dog, and convincingly realizing their presence on stage. 
Scott Osbourne, who memorably played Captain Hook in WMTC’s recent production of Peter Pan, was seen here in a 
very different role. His quietly absorbing portrayal of a recently bereaved father had you grieving for his tragedy long 
before you knew what it was. Danielle Brame Whiting, returning to the stage after a long absence, showed no sign of 
having been away as she engagingly and sympathetically depicted the breakdown and recovery of a woman shocked 
by the sudden ending of her marriage. Relative WDG newbie, Kyle Carlson, and WMTC’s Cassie Roome both made an 
impression in the smaller but important roles of an unstable hitch-hiker and an outback police officer and other 
incidental roles. All gave compelling and nuanced performances that drew the audience into their stories and showed 
the growth of their characters throughout their journeys. Finally, mention should be made of the “Sweet Road 
Orchestra” who contributed to the ambience of the piece with a score of original music written especially for the 
production by talented young composer (and assistant director) Declan Green. This music is now available from 
‘iTunes’ and can be downloaded by visiting the iTunes store and searching for “Music from Sweet Road”. But 
congratulations are due to everyone involved with this outstanding production. 

WDG’s next performance, in March, will be The Cemetery Club by Ivan Menchell, directed by Ron Baker. The 
information night for this play will take place on December 4th. See page 6 for details and audition information.

[Above image, courtesy of WDG publicity, features the cast and crew 
pictured with author, Debra Oswald, who attended closing weekend and thoroughly enjoyed the performance.]
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Classical performances are a rare treat on the Central Coast so I was thrilled when I heard Uniting Productions
were planning to stage an adaptation of Sophocles’ Antigone at the Uniting Church hall in Gosford. Director Annie 
Bilton considered the hall to be an especially appropriate venue for the production. “Greek theatre began as religious 
ritual in a sacred place,” she explained. “What could be more fitting than to stage it here?”

Sophocles was one of Athens’ foremost dramatists when the 
city state was at its cultural zenith in the fifth century BC. He 
wrote over a hundred plays in his lifetime, seven of which have 
survived complete to modern times. He is best known now for 
his ‘Theban plays’ – Oedipus the King (or Oedipus Rex), 
Oedipus at Colonus, and Antigone – three individual tragedies 
that revolve around the story of the ill-fated king and his family. 

Cursed by a terrible prophecy, Oedipus is abandoned and 
subsequently adopted in his infancy. Unaware of his true 
parentage, he returns to his birth town of Thebes as an adult 
and unknowingly meets its king, his father, along the road. The 
pair quarrel, and the fight ends in the death of the older man. 
Further circumstances lead to Oedipus being crowned as the new ruler, and he marries the widowed Queen Jocasta, 
his mother. They have four children together before the awful truth of his origin is revealed, and Oedipus is devastated 
by the discovery. In his grief, he blinds himself and departs into the wilderness leaving his twin sons, Eteocles and 
Polyneices to fight over succession. Polyneices leads an army against Thebes, and the brothers kill each other in 
battle. After the invading force is defeated the throne is seized by Kreon, Jocasta’s brother and uncle to the twins.

The action of Antigone is concerned with events that follow. It begins as King Kreon issues a decree that Eteocles will 
be buried with full honours while the body of the traitor, Polyneices, will rot on the battlefield and become the carrion of 
birds and animals; defiance of this order will incur the death penalty. The Greeks believed that this decision 
dishonoured the gods, and denied Polyneices his rightful place in the underworld. It falls on two sisters, Antigone and 
Ismene, to decide whether or not they will court death to grant their brother final rest. This sets up the central theme of 
the play: the conflict between obedience to law and the State, and duty to family and one’s gods. While Ismene is 
inclined to submit to the former, Antigone determines to serve the latter. Is she destined to die for her loyalties? Or will 
Kreon listen to the will of the people, and the many voices that caution him to relent before it is too late?

Director Annie Bilton is an accomplished writer, producer and performer, well known here at home and abroad, and 
earlier this year she acted as Convenor for Woy Woy Little Theatre’s FLASH festival. Her clever adaptation of 
Sophocles’ tragedy retains the classical flavour of the original text while making its language more accessible to a 
modern audience, and underscoring the contemporary relevance of its themes. She first produced the play in the US in 
2003, in the aftermath of the September 11 violence, when the incumbent President had just declared ‘if you are not 
with us, you are against us!’ and she felt the prevailing atmosphere of the time was strongly polarized. “Obedience to 
the State was obligatory, and draconian laws were passed to combat dissent,” she observed. “But art has subtle ways 
of undermining authority and audiences at the US premiere of this Antigone certainly got the point.” Annie encouraged
present audiences to decide for themselves what relevance the play might have for Australia in 2014.

The production reflected the simple effectiveness of theatre’s Greek origins. The stage extended into the audience to 
recreate the in-the-round intimacy of the amphitheatre; the set consisted of a hand painted representation of the 
Theban city wall, and a covered table made an appearance as an altar toward the end of the piece, otherwise it was left 
to the text and the actors to create scene and action. This was achieved through stand out performances from all the 
leads. UP regular Kelli Ward, familiar to local audiences from GMS and Central Coast theatre sports shows, gave an
impassioned performance as the heroine Antigone, while her antagonist, King Kreon, was commandingly portrayed by 
award winning, classically trained actor Paul Russell. Duncan Mitchell, another popular actor seen most often with 
Wyong Drama Group, and winner of Best Actor at this year’s FLASH festival, gave a humorous and sensitive 
performance as a soldier: a key role that provided comic relief and the point of view of the common man in the street. 
The voice of the gods was represented through the soothsayer, Tiresias, authoritatively played by another UP regular, 
Kellie Martin, who also gave a moving performance in the final act as Queen Euridice. Excellent support was provided 
by Martin Pemberton as Kreon’s son Haemon, Genevieve Neve as Ismene, Tyrone McMaster as a palace guard, and 
Gary Normyle and Douglas Kent as the Chorus. The performance was enhanced through interesting and thought 
provoking directorial touches, costuming that was stylish and impressive without being distracting, and a specially 
written musical accompaniment that lent appropriate gravitas to the piece. The result was an enthralling production that 
delivered the dramatic impact that is the hallmark of Greek theatre.

Don’t forget, UP are always seeking submissions from local playwrights for their monthly staged readings. If you’re 
interested in submitting, or joining as an actor or part of the crew, see page 6 for more information.

(Above image showing director, Annie Bilton, in front of the Theban Wall courtesy of UP publicity.)
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Information and image courtesy of WMTC publicity

Information Night and Auditions for WDG’s 
The Cemetery Club by Ivan Menchell, directed by Ron Baker

Comedy about three Jewish ladies, long time friends, who have something in common: they are widows, and their husbands 
are all buried in the same cemetery. Cast required: 4 females, 1 male.  New York / Jewish accent required. 1 female role 

(very important impact role) is a small role in act 2, who could also be a back stage assistant. All ages over 55 yrs.

Information night – Thursday December 4th at 7.30pm in the green room.
Audition night- Monday December 15th at 7.30 pm in the green room

More details and audition material available from http://www.wyongdramagroup.com.au

Woy Woy Little Theatre’s Lovers At Versailles.
by Bernard Farrell, directed by Barbara Hickey

Open auditions will be held at the Peninsula Theatre in Woy Woy
from 7.00 on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, December 16 and 17.

Lovers At Versailles is set in present day, suburban Dublin and examines the plight of three women who are left behind when 
breadwinner Stephen Sullivan suddenly dies. While the cast numbers a total of 14 characters (9 females and 5 males ranging 
between 20 and 70 years), the director is confident some roles will be doubled up. A full description of the play is given on the 
weblog at https://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com For additional information about the characters, the play and audition 

pieces, call the director Barbara Hickey on 4341 2931 or 0410 662 391.

UNITING PRODUCTIONS TALENT SEARCH
Are you a local playwright? Can you tell a good yarn? We 

want to hear from you! Uniting Productions presents monthly 
play readings in Gosford, and we’re on the hunt for locally 
written plays. Come and see your play performed on stage. 
Interact with the audience afterwards and experience your 

words come to life in the hands of our talented actors.

Contact Mary today, simbasmum@live.com.au and follow us 
on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/unitingproductionscc

[Information and image courtesy of UP publicity]
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Symphony & Jazz
Central Coast Conservatorium Presents

Composers' Concert Series #3

The Central Coast Conservatorium proudly presents a concert featuring our Premier Ensemble, Central Coast 
Youth Orchestra, performing a new work by a local composer.  The composer's name and details of the work will 

be announced shortly. The Youth Orchestra will also perform other challenging repertoire under the baton of 
Conservatorium Artistic Director, Patrick Brennan. Also on the program for the evening will be Central Coast 

Children’s Main Choir, Central Coast Symphonic Wind Orchestra and Central Coast Primary Wind Ensemble.

This is the final Composers' Concert for 2014.

Anglican Church, 3 Mann St, Gosford 
Friday, 05-Dec-2014  7.00pm

Adults $15, Student/Children $7

Concertante Ensemble "Basically Baroque"

A unique insight into stylistic performance practices of 
ancient music featuring Sydney University Chair of Historical 
Performance Unit, Mr Neal Peres Da Costa (Harpsichord). 

Soloists Danny Yeadon (Cello) and Madeline Easton (Violin) 

Greenway Memorial Chapel, 460 Avoca Drive, Green Point 
Sunday, 14-Dec-2014  2.30pm

Adults $35; Seniors $28; Concessions $25; 
Students/Children $15 (incl afternoon tea)

Information courtesy of http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au

Morning Melodies Christmas Special 
Laycock Street Theatre

21 December 1pm

presented by The New Empire Ballroom Ragtime Dance 
Orchestra and Friends with Gosford City Council

Join us for this very special end of year Christmas 
celebration. Let us help you into the festive mood. Sit back 
and enjoy all the Christmas classics from the amazing New 

Empire Ballroom Ragtime Dance Orchestra along with some 
very special guests and friends. As always, the ticket price 

includes refreshments so make sure you join us for a
Christmas Afternoon Tea.

Information courtesy of 
http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com/whats_on.html

Central Coast Symphony Orchestra are playing at Kibble Park 
for The Imperial Centre’s Christmas Carols on Dec 21st from 5pm onwards. 

Information courtesy of Judith Hulson-Calvert for CCSO

About Music
Page 7

CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Celebrating 20 Years!

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm
Central Coast Leagues Club, Gosford

For details visit http://jazzleague.net

“Swinging coffee/lunch” overlooking the 
beach…Every Wednesday morning around 

10am a group of old & young musos gather for a 
blow on the terrace of the Surf Club at 

MacMasters Beach. The kiosk is open 9am for 
breakfast/coffee/lunch. It’s a great spot! 

For more info call Helena or Steven Hansen 
4382 3241

See you Thursdays at the AVO JAZZnPIZZA ! 
Jazz at Avoca Pizza & Pasta fortnightly 7pm 

Thurs 4 & 18 April $9 kids free, BYO 4382 3506.
Get Jazz Get Happy…Jiri !  

www.harlemswing.com

[Information courtesy of Jazz League newsletter]

http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au
http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com/whats_on.html
http://jazzleague.net
www.harlemswing.com


Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

Fri 5th BRACKETS AND JAM Kincumba Mountain  at 7.30 pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com
Sun 7th - "KERRIE SOLO" - Gosford Rsl - 6-9pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
- ANDREW G at Budgewoi Soccer Club @ 4:00pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com

Fri 12th ANDREW G at The Entrance Leagues @ 8:30pm  http://www.andrewgodbold.com
Sat 13th - "KERRIE SOLO" - Six Strings Brewery, Erina - Original Set 7-7:45pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- THE RHYTHM HUT CHRISSY BASH with THE RHYTHM HUNTERS, KING TIDE and THE RISING SUN at The Rhythm 
Hut, Gosford from 6.30pm http://therhythmhut.com.au

- BRACKETS AND JAM Lake Munmorah from 6pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com
SUN 14th - "KERRIE SOLO" - The Ark Cafe, Norah Head - 1-4pm  http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- ANDREW G at Gwandalan Bowling Club @ 3:00pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com
- CENTRAL COAST UKULELE CLUB Christmas by Candlelight, Mt Penang Gardens 4-9pm 

https://centralcoastukuleleclub.wordpress.com
Fri 19th ANDREW G Gwandalan Bowling Club @ 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com

Sat 20th CENTRAL COAST UKULELE CLUB at Morisset Christmas Spectacular, Morisset Showground 4-9pm 
https://centralcoastukuleleclub.wordpress.com

Sun 21st CENTRAL COAST UKULELE CLUB at the Sails Stage, The Entrance from 11-3pm 
https://centralcoastukuleleclub.wordpress.com

Fri 26th ANDREW G The Entrance Leagues - December 26th @ 8:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com
WED 31st - "DUTCH COURAGE" - NEW YEARS EVE - Sails Stage - The Entrance - 4-8pm 

http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
- ANDREW G NEW YEARS EVE Wallarah Bay Rec Club @ 8:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com

- GREG GOULD NEW YEARS EVE Lizottes, Kincumber  http://www.greggould.com.au
- ROCKMONSTER NEW YEARS EVE at Munmorah Bowlo from  8:30pm  http://www.rockmonster.com.au
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About Artists & Writers

FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN 
WRITERS MEETINGS

Fellowship of Australian Writers meet at Gosford 
Hotel, 10 am, 3rd Sunday of the month. If you’re 

interested in writing, please contact Helen 
Luidens on 4363 2627

Information courtesy of Helen Luidens.

Information and images courtesy of (above right) 
http://www.artstudioscooperative.org/upcoming-
exhibitions.html, (above left) Chris Downes for 

Shorethyme Restaurant, and (below left) 
CCP publicity.
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Hi Karen

I like the ezine. It's very comprehensive. I hope you keep it going and even expand it.
Lea L

Thanks very much for the feedback, Lea. I really appreciate it. The ezine seems to be expanding of its own 
volition as there seems to be more and more to pack into it every month!  But I’d love to hear from you and other 
readers if you have suggestions for fresh things you’d like me to include. I’m very excited about my new 
connection with Coast Arts and the monthly radio segment I’ll be doing on the show next year. I think this 
represents a significant new direction for About the Central Coast and I’d love to hear readers’ views on that.

Information and image courtesy of
http://coastiesfilmfestival.com.au

About You

Become a Sponsor
and help support our local arts community

About the Central Coast 
specifically, and freely, promotes 

local amateur artists and performers.
In order to continue, the service relies on the 

support of the community.

Anyone can be a Sponsor

To find out more, drop me a line at about@y7mail.com

Would you like to advertise your business in 
About the Central Coast ezine?

ATCC freely supports and promotes
the entertainment activities of

local performers, artists and musicians,

but I would also welcome requests for advertising 
from local businesses. Reasonable rates. 

For more information, drop me a line at 
about@y7mail.com
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