
There’s a new ed in town . . . 
Greetings everyone, and welcome to the first issue of About the Central Coast (the 

ezine).  For those of you who don’t know me, my name’s Karen, and I’ve been a Coastie for 

the past fifteen years.  I’ve been involved with the theatrical scene, on stage and off, since 

2004 and for the past couple of years I’ve also been running the 

About the Central Coast weblog, which I’ve been using to promote gigs 

and events going on around the Coast each week.  

    When Rose Cooper told me that she was retiring from editing 

What E-News, and suggested I expand the scope of the blog to help 

fill the void she’d be leaving, I knew she’d be a tough act to follow.  

But she’s given me heaps of help and advice as I’ve been setting up the 

new ezine, and I owe her a huge “thank you!” for her input. 

   I’d also like to thank my subscribers who’ve joined me as I embark on this new venture.  

Your support and confidence means so much to me . (If you haven’t subscribed yet and 

would like to, just send an email to about@y7mail.com with SUBSCRIBE in the subject 

line.) I’ve done my best to make the new mag informative and entertaining, and I‘m looking 

forward to getting your feedback. 

   I hope you like it. If you do, tell all your friends. If you don’t . . . see page 7!   

Your Photo 

Here 

This Month’s Highlights This Month’s Highlights This Month’s Highlights This Month’s Highlights     
    

There are THREE great concerts in aid of FLOOD RELIEF this month.  See page 4 for details. 

 

Woy Woy Little Theatre’s new season gets off to a hilarious start with The Underpants by Carl Sternheim, 

adapted by comedy maestro, Steve Martin.  See page 2. 

 

See page 3 for an EXCLUSIVE OFFER to About the Central Coast readers from Hurlyburly Theatre, the 

exciting new team on the Central Coast. 
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  A Day for CommunityA Day for CommunityA Day for CommunityA Day for Community    

        

  Alf Taylor has been recognised as Gosford 

City Citizen of the Year at the 2011 Gosford 

City Australia Day Community Awards. Alf, long 

standing member of Gosford Musical Society and 

volunteer at Laycock Street Theatre, is also the 

founder of Uniting Productions at the Uniting 

Church in Gosford, and later this month he is 

appearing in The Underpants with Woy Woy Little 

Theatre. He was honoured for his many years of 

service to community theatre, youth programs, 

and for his work with Life Line Central Coast. 

   Michelle Cuneo received the award for Arts, 

Culture and Entertainment in recognition 

of her encouragement of local dancing 

talent, and for her work with the Open Door 

Dance Company for youth with disabilities. 

The full list of recipients may be found at 

 http://www.gosford.nsw.gov.au 
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Theobald Maske has an unusual problem: 
his wife's underpants won't stay on. One 
morning they fall to her ankles right in the 
middle of town while waiting to see the 
King passing by in a parade, causing a 
public scandal! The incident embarrasses 
the usually inattentive husband and a 
mortified Theo swears to keep her at home 
until she can find some less unruly undies. 
Amid this chaos he's trying to rent a room 
in their flat. The 

prospective lodgers are more interested in 
wooing the wife but have some underlying 
surprises of their own. Using Carl Sternheim's 
1910 comedy, Steve Martin has reinvigorated a 
hilarious, laugh out loud farce. 
 
Director John Hickey is a veteran Actor and 
Director of well over 47 productions with Woy 
Woy Little Theatre spanning as many years. His 
most recent credits include Doubt (Director) and 
Peter Ravenswaal in Wrong Turn at Lungfish. 
 
The Underpants opens February 18th and continues until March 6th. 
Tickets are ON SALE NOW at Laycock Street Theatre box office 
or 4323 3233 or online at www.laycockstreettheatre.com.  
Adults $24, Concessions $21, Children under 16yrs $7. 
 

For more information visit 
www.woywoylt.com.au 
 

Also on Facebook 
 

 

Woy Woy Little Theatre presents 

The Underpants 
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General enquiries: Barbara Hickey (President) 4341 2931 
Secretary email: secretary@woywoylt.com.au 
Marketing enquiries: Patrice Horne 0405 306073 or 
email: patrice.horne@gmail.com 
Bookings: laycockstreettheatre.com or 4323 3233 

Remembering Jo 

Many of you will have known Jo 

Stanley who passed away last 

month after a long battle with 

cancer.  Jo was a popular local 

actress who appeared regularly 

 for Woy Woy Little Theatre. 

   I first met her in 2007 when 

we were both among the group 

of women who appeared in The 

Vagina Monologues. I recall her 

heartfelt performance of “I was 

there in the room”, and I 

remember her kindness and 

support backstage to a fellow 

actress who suffered badly from 

stage nerves.  She was a warm, 

perceptive and caring individual 

who touched more people than 

she realised. She will be deeply 

missed by all who knew her. 

   Our thoughts are with all her 

loved ones at this time. 

Above: Alf Taylor, Shaun Tinkler, 
Sierra Phillips, Christine Vale, Alan Bird, 
Adam Young and Brendon Flynn  

[Details and photos courtesy of  
WWLT’s press release January 2011] 

Sierra Phillips as Louisa 



 
 

Avoca Beach Theatre 
http://www.avocabeachpicturetheatre.com.au 
Gosford Musical Society 
http://www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au 
Hurlyburly Theatre http://hurlyburlytheatre.com  
Laycock Street Theatre http://laycockstreettheatre.com 
Woy Woy Little Theatre http://www.woywoylt.com.au 
Wyong Drama Group 
http://www.wyongdramagroup.com.au 
Wyong Musical Theatre Company 
http://www.wmtc.com.au 

What are you doing Valentine’s Day ?  

 

   Will you be sitting at home watching Love Actually for the 14th time? Or would you 

prefer an evening of romance that is fresh, fast, original and live?  If so, get down to 

Avoca Beach Picture Theatre where Hurlyburly Theatre, the exciting new theatrical 

partnership on the Coast, is presenting a brilliantly entertaining show that looks at 

love from all sides: hilarious, touching and absurd. Can it be reckoned? Who needs 

it? Is it a matter of perspective?  Or just a matter of time? 

   Love, Gloves and a Guidebook is a showcase of six plays telling six different 

stories on the theme of love. It aims to capitalise on the recent popularity of the 

theatrical short-form, and expand its appeal to the movie-going public.  Andrew 

Thomson, Kate Buckland and Yvonne Berry-Porter Larimore are the driving force.  

“We began by thinking about what people want to see, and working back from 

there,” they explain. “We wanted to create theatre that we’d be excited about going 

to see ourselves. The plays are pitched for Valentine’s Day - but don’t think soppy 

and boring; think fast, funny and honest! We’ve hand-picked a terrific cast, featuring a number of the coast’s hottest 

young actors. The show has a pretty wide appeal; anyone who wants to have a great night out will find that here.” 

   There’s plenty to be excited about.  Andrew, Kate and Yvonne are ably assisted by the acting talents of Melinda 

Arnold, Trent Baines, Sophie Berry-Porter, Elesa Grace, and Riley Holt and accompanied by the musical stylings of 

Marcus Child and David Ward.  Between them they have a slew of awards to their credit, and the plays have also been 

acclaimed in theatrefests and Short+Sweet competitions.  “I think it's a cracking show.” says Andrew “Sharp, poignant, 

funny. We'll all recognise ourselves in the plays, and have a chance to laugh at others. The plays were chosen because 

of their diversity and we’re having fun addressing issues of love, relationships and those awkward moments in between.”  

He describes the production as “a collaboration between a bunch of friends who happen to be actors” and, watching 

them rehearse, the energy and chemistry between them is electric.  Everyone is having a great time working together.   

“We are having fun whilst still working hard on creating a great show!” says Melinda. “I like the play that I am involved in. 

It tells a story that’s relevant on some level to many women.”  Kate empathises 

with her character, too: “She’s really quite a fragile girl, and I think everyone 

could relate to her in some way.” 

   Andrew is proud of the cast and their enthusiasm: “Everyone’s really keen to 

be pushed to the limit, and that makes for a rewarding experience all round.”  

   Riley agrees, “I love being directed and learning more about the craft” he  

tells me.  “What do I like about my play?  Well, lots of things . . .  My leading 

lady  is pretty cute :) ” 

   Perhaps love actually is in the air! 

 

( For more details visit  http://hurlyburlytheatre.com ) 

The show opens at 8pm, 

February 12, and continues on 

the 13th and 14th at 5 and 8 pm 

respectively.  The EARLYBIRD 

OFFER has been extended 

exclusively to About the 
Central Coast  readers.  Call 

4382 1777 and mention the 

name to receive your discount 

tickets at $25  

 

(10% of ticket sales go to 

FLOOD RELIEF) 

Fave LinksFave LinksFave LinksFave Links    
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A HUGE thanks to our sponsors Diggers @ The Entrance, Morisset Country Club, East Cessnock 
Bowling Club, Macron Music-Erina, Chris King Promotions, WhatsOnCentralCoast, The Ink Shop-
Morisset, Central Coast Express Advocate, Sarah-Jays Cafe-Morisset, Randalls on the Beach, and all 
of the artists who are donating their time to ensure the success of these events!! 
 
WE STILL NEED SPONSORS BY WAY OF DONATING RAFFLE  
PRIZES, ADVERTISING, MEDIA AND PROMOTIONS   -----    
 
IF YOU CAN HELP, PLEASE EMAIL 
info@theroughdiamonds.com.au  
 
[Information and images courtesy of The Rough Diamonds 
http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au/] 
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The Rough Diamonds are holding 

fundraising concerts to help their 

fellow Australians: 
 

 
************************* 
 
Morisset Country Club 
on Saturday 12th February 
1.00pm - 4.00pm 

 
The line-up of artists includes 
 
- The Rough Diamonds 
- Two Or More 
- Brett O'Malley 
- Shawn Lidster 
 
 
 
*************************  

*************************** 
 
East Cessnock Bowling Club 
on Sunday 13th February,  
2pm (doors open 1.30pm) 
 
The line-up of artists includes: 
 
- The Rough Diamonds 
- Lee Forster 
- Tori Darke 
- Kylie Hogan 
- Johanna Hemara 
- Kel-Anne Brandt 
 
***************************  

SEA FM’s Friday Live 

Flood Relief Concert 
 
The Beachcomber Hotel, Toukley 
 
Saturday, February 5 · 3:00pm - 10:30pm 
Entertainment from 4pm in the Beer 
Garden - Live, local music with October 
Rage, SASS, Taylor & the Makers,  
OMG!, Mark Cashin & more! 
 
Hosted by Sea FM’s Paddy & Dan 
 
Entry $10 - All proceeds to the QLD 
Premier’s Flood Appeal 

Feb 11 - Back2Basics  

Variety Show 

Ourimbah RSL Club 

8.00pm - 11.00pm 
***************************** 

The Rough 

Diamonds 
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KERRIE’S GIG GUIDE  
FOR FEBRUARY 
 
• Sat 5th - "NOTHING SACRED" 
- JACKS BAR, Erina - from 
8:30pm 
• Sat 12th - "THE EVOLVRS" - 
BRACKETS AND JAM NORTH, 
Lake Munmorah - from 7pm 
• Fri 18th - "NOTHING 
SACRED" - JACKS BAR, Erina - 
from 8:30pm  
- "Chris & Cha" - 6-8pm 

Playing OnPlaying OnPlaying OnPlaying On    

New bands, new gigs -  but Kerrie Garside 

still has her fans up and rocking   

[Image from Kerrie’s CD Starting Over courtesy of 
Kerrie Garside Music.] 

   I recently called in at Jack’s Bar to catch Kerrie Garside doing a gig with 

Nothing Sacred.  The place was jumping.  They were playing a mix of rock 

favourites and the packed bar was up on its feet dancing. 

  I’ve known Kerrie since 2007 when she played for The Vagina Monologues 

with the popular all-girl band The Housework Can Wait. The girls are all doing 

their own thing now, and Kerrie is playing with fellow musicians Brent Murphy, 

Robert Patey-Downes, Di Gardiner and Andy Felton who mix and match to 

form three bands: Nothing Sacred, The EvolvRs (who have a “sorta rootsy, 

sorta country, very soul thing going on”), and The Kerrie Garside Band who 

play “a classy mix of great well-known songs plus original tunes from Kerrie & 

Brent in a contemporary, easy listening acoustic style with a touch of funk, 

indie and groove.” 

   Kerrie started playing with Brent and Robert in 2009 “Their first gig was 

supporting me at my CD launch in November!” she says. “I was then asked to 

join the fellas to form "The EvolvRs". A few months down the track we 

decided to get more experience playing together, pulled Andy Felton (from 

Rocwater) into the mix and started playing as Nothing Sacred and Friends.” 

   Kerrie’s songs have that quality of original music: when you first hear them 

they’re quirky and do unexpected things, but very soon you find yourself 

humming them all the time.  Some of them are on her CD “Starting Over“, 

which is available for sale from her website.  

She has also released “OneSixty” with 

The Evolvers. For more details about Kerrie, 

and to hear her music, visit: 

   www.kerriegarsidemusic.com.au 

12th - BRACKETS AND JAM NORTH (Lake 
Munmorah) 
 
13th - PAUL ROBERT BURTON at Kantara 
House, Green Point 
 
18th - BRACKETS AND JAM (Kincumber Mt) 
 
26th - THE BLUES ANGELS at The Troubador 
Club, Woy Woy 
 
27th - FIVE LANDS EXPERIENCE at The 
Rhythm Hut, Gosford 
 
[For details check websites featured in Fave Links] 

Other Great Gigs This MonthOther Great Gigs This MonthOther Great Gigs This MonthOther Great Gigs This Month    
brackets and jam: http://www.bracketsandjam.com.au 
central coast conservatorium: 
http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au 
doctor goodvibe: http://www.myspace.com/doctorgoodvibe 
the evolvrs: http://theevolvrs.com/wp 
jack’s bar & grill: 
http://www.jacksbarandgrill.com.au/Jacks_Bar_and_Grill/W
elcome.html 
kerrie garside music: http://www.kerriegarside.com.au 
lianna rose: http://www.myspace.com/liannarosemusic 
lizotte’s dinner show restaurant: http://www.lizottes.com.au/live 
paul robert burton: http://www.shufflekings.com.au 
the rhythm hunters: http://www.therhythmhunters.com 
the rhythm hut: http://therhythmhut.com.au  
the rough diamonds: http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au 
slightly off: http://www.myspace.com/slightlymoreoffmusic 
the troubador club: 
http://www.troubadour.org.au/folk/index.htm  

Fave LinksFave LinksFave LinksFave Links    
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Kerrie with the boys from Nothing Sacred  

at Jack’s Bar, Erina  
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Coastal Collections at  

The Entrance Gallery 

 

Coastal Collections is an exhibition of the work of the Edgewater Artists, a group 

of local artists, including Nadia Zarb, Margaret Towler, Josette Guimbeau, 

Amanda Anderson and more, who have decided to form a collective to promote 

their work, and to learn from and be inspired by each other's talent. Nadia 

explains that the name was suggested because many of the artists live at Buff 

Point; "a few of them, including myself, have home studios that we recently 

opened to the public (and) a few of us from the group have studios on the upper 

level at the Supa Centa Tuggerah where we display and sell every weekend and  

sometimes run workshops." 

   Between them they work in a wide array of different mediums that include 

acrylics, watercolours, oils, painted porcelaine and jewellery. The exhibition is 

open daily at The Entrance Gallery (Cnr Battley and Oakland Ave, The Entrance) 

from 10 am to 4 pm until February 6th and entry is free. 

   For details call Nadia Zarb on 0400 950 250.  

 

 

The Artists exhibiting are Nadia Zarb, Margaret Towler, Giuseppina Laina, Megan 

Hitchens, Amanda Anderson, Clark Wilson, Margaret Mangelsdorf, Jean Saywer, 

Annette Oxman, Rhonda Henderson, Marie Walker, Yvonne Down, Kaye Doecke 

and Russell Brown. 

 

 

[Images are reproduced courtesy of Edgewater Artists’  facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/Edgewater-

Artists/174861089218948 ] 
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Artsmad (Artworks by Madalyn): www.artsmad.net 
Avoca Beachside Markets: 
http://avocabeachsidemarkets.vpweb.com.au 
Carl Ambrose handmade jewellery: 
http://crossedwires.com.au 
Central Coast Art Society: 
http://www.artcentralcoast.asn.au/index.php 
The Entrance Farmers Market: 
http://www.theentrancefarmersmarket.com.au 
Gosford Regional Gallery: 
http://www.gosfordregionalgallery.com 
Nick Nick's Design: 
http://www.fingerprintart.com.au  

Fave LinksFave LinksFave LinksFave Links    

[Image courtesy of Arts Barn’s press release January 2011] 

Other events this monthOther events this monthOther events this monthOther events this month    
AVOCA BEACHSIDE MARKETS 

Hunter Park, Avoca Beach 

Sunday February 27th 

9 am to 2 pm - FREE ENTRY 

For more info visit 
http://avocabeachsidemarkets.vpweb.com.au 
 

 

THE ENTRANCE FARMERS MARKETS 

The Entrance Foreshore 

1st and 3rd Saturday of the month 

8 am to 1 pm 

For more info visit  
http://www.theentrancefarmersmarket.com.au 
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   This is the part of the magazine where I’d like to hear from you.  If you’ve seen a show, been to a gig, or attended 

an event you’d like to enthuse about - do it here.  Does your band or theatre group need new members? Is there a 

charity event or other occasion that you’d like people to know about?  Do you have any tips you’d like to share? If  

so, I’d like to hear about it.* 

   I particularly want to know if you have any feedback for the magazine.  What do you like about it? What don’t you 

like?  Is there anything you think I could improve?  What would you like to see more or less of?  What information is 

important to you? Your comments  and advice will always be welcome. 

   In future the magazine will be distributed on the last day of the month, and the deadline for copy will be three days 

prior to that.  So, if you have any correspondence or other items you’d like me to include in next month’s issue, 

please send it to about@y7mail.com by Tuesday 25th February.   

   Don’t forget, you can visit About online any time at http://aboutthecentralcoast.bigblog.com.au  The weblog 
is updated regularly and the weekly feature “What are you doing this weekend?” gives up-to-date details of events 

happening on and around the Central Coast each weekend.  If you’re on Facebook you can aslo check out my page 

 at  http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/About-the-Central-Coast/153596061357859 
 

I look forward to hearing from you,  

KarenKarenKarenKaren    

    
 

* Submissions are subject to alteration and editing to fit space requirements. 
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Somehow it took fifteen years for us to discover this fascinating park on the Budgewoi Peninsula, but when we 

did we wondered whether we‘d ever need to visit Ku-ring-gai again.  I hope these photos (taken at Elizabeth Bay, 

 Wybung Head and Snapper Point) give a flavour of its rugged beauty. 

Munmorah State Conservation Area 

About the Central Coast  is created © KAREN RACTLIFFE and distributed free to subscribers monthly.  All opinions are the responsibility of the editor, 

except where otherwise stated.  The editor takes no responsibility for late changes to event information. Enquiries about@y7mail.com    For more info visit 

http://aboutthecentralcoast.bigblog.com.au 

 

PRIVACY POLICY: All addresses are kept confidential.  To unsubcribe, send reply e-mail with ’unsubscribe’  in the subject line. 


