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In 2007 and 2008, he gave his support to the memorable Vagina Monologues shows and the Central 
Coast Viesta and, through his involvement with these, became involved with other theatrical groups 
round the Coast. He briefly flirted with improvisation at Mad Cow Theatre, and also helped out with 
sound and lighting for the mental health group, Ad Hoc Theatre. For several years he operated sound 
for Central Coast Theatrefest, where he was known for going the extra mile to meet the needs of 
visiting players. If there were advance performances of local entries, he’d make a point of going along 
to them so he could prepare up front. He also enjoyed working with the kids at XtrAct, their end of year 
shows and pantomimes. Whenever he was involved with a show, he conscientiously attended as many 
rehearsals as possible to make sure everyone had a chance to practice with the sound. 

In recent years he enjoyed taking part in the staged readings of Uniting Productions, where he could 
indulge his love of theatrical performance without the chore of learning lines. He also enjoyed 
supporting local musical shows, from the gigs of our musically talented friends to big events like the 
Winter Jazz-Blues Festival. And I could always count on him to take me to any art exhibitions I wanted 
to visit. In fact, I relied on him to get me to most events, and to the local attractions and beauty spots 
that have graced the photo features in past issues. I’ll have to learn to be more self-reliant from now on.

Paul’s involvement with the theatrical and arts community was so broad and diverse that he will be 
missed by many people in different ways. I’d like to take this opportunity to thank friends and readers for 
their expressions of sorrow at Paul’s passing, and for all their support and kindness. It means a lot to 
me to know that he was so well thought of, and will be fondly remembered for years to come.

VALE 
PAUL RACTLIFFE

1958 - 2015
It seems fitting to dedicate this first issue of 2016 to my husband, Paul, who passed away from lung 
cancer at the end of November. It was his support that made it possible for me to devote my time to the 
weblog and ezine and, without it, About the Central Coast could never have existed. He provided help 
and encouragement to me in many ways; if I was short of copy he would supply a letter for the 
community page and would even review a show for me occasionally if I was unable. He was always my 
first reader - and also my proof reader (so please forgive me if you find more typos in future issues). 

modernizing the group’s sound
system. He was particularly proud of 
his soundscape for WDG’s production 
of Inheritance, which considerably 
helped to create the world and story 
of that drama. He was recently 
honoured as a life member of the 
group, not just for his acting or his 
work as go to sound guy, but for all 
the ways he helped out back stage 
and behind the scenes, and he 
regularly went along to bump in and 
out all the group’s productions 
whenever he could.

Paul was an active member
of the Central Coast arts 
community since 2004 when 
we first joined the Wyong 
Drama Group. His best 
remembered roles there were in 
comedies, such as his well-
loved portrayal of Manuel in 
Fawlty Towers, and his award 
winning performance in What’s 
for Pudding? for Theatrefest 
2007. Later he joined the 
technical team where he made 
a significant contribution toward 



Actor Keith Conway, who’s playing the pivitol role of Felix Humble in Woy Woy Little Theatre’s first production of 
2016, Humble Boy, is currently living and breathing the part. “It’s a play that reached out to me when I first read 
the script,” said Keith. “I saw the part of Felix as a huge challenge and the opportunity to play a part I normally 
wouldn’t expect to play,” added Keith during a chat with director Annie Bilton in front of the WWLT cameras.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMqsVJuGn5I

It’s glorious midsummer in a beautiful corner of England in 1999. The garden is bright with flowers, and abuzz with 
the sound of bees. Or is it? Back home for the funeral of his biologist father, Felix Humble (Keith Conway) is 
shocked to discover his father’s beloved bees have been abducted. Worse still, his glamorous mother Flora 
(Yvonne Berry Porter) is poised to remarry even before the funeral nibbles have reached room temperature.

Felix, a brilliant but socially inept astrophysicist at Cambridge University, is sunk in a black hole. His research into 
the Theory of Everything has stalled. Fear of failure stalks him (as does his ex-lover Rosie) and his only salvation 
lies in solving the chaos of his own life. The stellar cast also includes Paul Russell, Greg Buist, Sierra Phillips –
and Terry Collins making a welcome return in a major production.

Humble Boy will play the Peninsula Theatre, Woy Woy for three weekends from Friday February 19. Tickets are 
now available through the WWLT website: http://www.woywoylt.com.au. Go to “Ticketing” and follow the prompts.

Pictured below: L-R: Yvonne Berry-Porter, Greg Buist, 
Paul Russell, Sierra Phillips, Terry Collins and Keith Conway.

Information and image courtesy of the WWLT website
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WWLT 2016 season subscription available now.
Woy Woy Little Theatre – the only non-musical community theatre 

group in the Gosford City Council boundaries – is emerging from both 
its busiest year and the most rewarding as audience response and 
numbers continue to rise. “It was a busy year,” said Theatre President 
Christine Vale. “Two years ago we upped the number of productions 
we stage to four a year, as well as organising the demanding Flash 
Festival which hit new heights in 2015. Fortunately, we’ve also been 
attracting new blood into the company; we welcomed about 25 new 
faces into our four shows.” This year looks like being more of the 
same for the group based at the Peninsula Theatre in Woy Woy as 
they announce their 2016 Subscription Season comprising of a 
comedy/drama first staged just 14 years ago, a popular Australian 
comedy set during WWII, a classic thriller by the author of Dial M for 
Murder and an amusing farce from Alan Ayckbourn.

First cab off the rank is Charlotte Jones’ Humble Boy, an intriguing piece possibly best described as an English 
Country Hamlet, with many nods to Shakespeare, aerodynamics and apiculture. Cast in this production are 
Yvonne Berry Porter-Larimore (Flora), Paul Russell (Jim), Greg Buist (George), Jessica Alex (Rosie), Keith 
Conway (Felix) and Terry Collins (Mercy). The director is Annie Bilton, who has impressive theatrical 
credentials drawing on experience from around the world. Humble Boy will be staged for three weekends from 
February 19. The second show is Dinkum Assorted, a comedy by Linda Aronson and possibly the only play in 
the world written for a cast of fifteen women and a nanny goat! Set in an Australian country town biscuit factory 
during World War II, the play shows how the all-female cast run a ‘Mum’s Army’ Civil Defence Unit and put on a 
show for the war effort. Fran Kendall is looking forward to directing Dinkum Assorted and has already been in 
touch with the author seeking clarification on several points. This show will be staged for three weeks in May and 
June. One of the biggest hits during WWLT’s 2013 season was Frederick Knott’s Dial M For Murder and Woy 
Woy Little Theatre have gone back to the ‘thriller well’ of author Knott. Wait Until Dark was his second play,
which succeeded on both Broadway and in London’s West End – it’s scheduled for August under the direction of 
Penny Dilworth. The final play of the season will send audiences home chuckling – one of English author Alan 
Ayckbourn’s better farces has been programmed for late October-early November. New to Woy Woy Little 
Theatre as a director, Andrew Thomson is looking forward to ‘sinking his teeth’ into Absurd Person Singular
and promises audiences “lots of laughs over this outrageous farce about the clichéd English class distinction.”

Subscription Season brochures can currently be downloaded from the Woy Woy Little Theatre website home 
page (woywoylt.com.au) or printed brochures are now available at both the Peninsula and Laycock Street 
Community Theatres as well as Libraries and Community Centres at Woy Woy, Umina Beach, Ettalong, 
Kincumber, Green Point, Erina, Gosford, Wyoming and Kariong. By subscribing, you get the opportunity to select 
your favourite seats as bookings are processed in order of receipt.

Information and image courtesy of http://www.woywoylt.com.au

Uniting Play Readings!
Uniting Productions hosts staged play reading nights 
on the 4th Friday of every month, starting at 7.30pm. 

UP is a proud supporter of local playwrights, 
and we love to showcase their work at these events. 

Entry is FREE with a gold coin donation for a light supper. 
Hope to see you there!

You can now submit a play through the website at
http://www.unitingproductions.org.au/

Information courtesy of the UP website
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Gosford Musical Society 
presents

The Addams Family 
A New Musical Comedy

4 Mar - 19 Mar 2016
Laycock Street Community Theatre

Phone: 4323 3233
Adults $40, Concession / Children $38, Groups 10+ $36, 

Theatre Member / GMS Member $36

They're creepy and they're kooky, mysterious and spooky, they're altogether ooky, The Addams Family!

Based on characters created by Charles Addams, The Addams Family is a new comical musical that brings to life 
all your favourite characters - Gomez, Morticia, Fester, Wednesday, Pugsley and Lurch - in an original story, and 
it's every father's nightmare. Wednesday Addams, the ultimate princess of darkness, has grown up and fallen in 
love with a sweet, smart young man from a respectable family - a man her parents have never met. And if that 
weren't upsetting enough, Wednesday confides in her father and begs him not to tell her mother. Now, Gomez 
Addams must do something he's never done before: keep a secret from his beloved wife, Morticia. Everything will 
change for the whole family on the fateful night they host a dinner for Wednesday's 'normal' boyfriend and his 
parents. (Please note that this show features fog / smoke / haze effects.)

Information and image courtesy of http://www.gosford.nsw.gov.au/theatres/what's-on

INFO NIGHT and AUDITIONS: 
GMS’ THE MUSIC MAN, 

Jrs’ ADVENTURES of TOM SAWYER

GMS’ July/August 2016 production will be the classic 
popular musical, THE MUSIC MAN. The information night 
is Tuesday February 9th at 7pm in the Laycock Street 
Community Theatre main auditorium. GMS Jrs are 
auditioning for their July show, The Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer at the Nate Butler Studio in Wyoming on the 
weekend of the 13th and 14th February. Outlines and 
audition information for both shows are available from the 
GMS website at http://www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au/
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Become a Sponsor
and help support our local arts community

About the Central Coast 
specifically, and freely, promotes 

local amateur artists and performers.
In order to continue, the service relies on the 

support of the community.

Anyone can be a Sponsor

To find out more, drop me a line at about@y7mail.com

Would you like to advertise your business in 
About the Central Coast ezine?

ATCC freely supports and promotes
the entertainment activities of

local performers, artists and musicians,

but I would also welcome requests for advertising 
from local businesses. Reasonable rates. 

For more information, drop me a line at 
about@y7mail.com

http://www.gosfor
http://www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au/


Symphony & Jazz

Meet the Maker

Where: Greenway Memorial Chapel, 460 Avoca Drive, Green Point

When: Friday, 05-Feb-2016, 7:00pm

Tickets: Adults $30; Concessions $25; Seniors $20; Children FREE

Central Coast musicians have been generously donating their time and skills for some years now and, thanks to 
the generosity of these artists, the Central Coast now has a superb double-manual French harpsichord! But we 
aren't quite done — the instrument has not been maintained for several years and we need to raise funds for its 
restoration. Come and support our harpsichord maintenance fund in a concert of baroque music at Greenway 
Chapel on February 5 at 7pm featuring acclaimed harpsichordist and conductor Erin Helyard, the Concertante 
Ensemble, soprano Angela Brewer and a few surprise guests. Maker Carey Beebe will be in attendance and will 
talk to the audience at interval where wine and nibbles will be served. We look forward to seeing you there!

Information and image courtesy of http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au/

Blues n Roots & Jazz Festival in Gosford City. 
Friday 19, Saturday 20 & Sunday 21 February.

There will be top notch bands and entertainers at 
venues all through Gosford throughout the whole 
weekend . . . and it’s ALL FREE, with Coast Shelter 
accepting donations. CCLC Scenic Lounge will be
involved 8pm -12 Fri & Sat & 12noon-6pm Sunday . . . 
including the regular 2-5pm Sunday Jazz. Keep an eye 
on “Coast Community News, Peninsular News & 
Wyong Chronicle” newspapers over the next few 
weeks for more info & updates.

Information courtesy of
Rod Gale Sec. cclc Jazzleague
jazzleague@bigpond.com
PO Box 1360 Gosford 2250 NSW Australia
Ph 02 4322 4591 web: http://www.jazzleague.net

The Troubadour Folk Club has exciting news

We are launching our very own CD with our own members performing their favourite songs at the CWA Hall 
(Opposite Fisherman’s Wharf) Woy Woy.

Saturday 6th February 7:00pm. $10 entry will include a copy of the CD

Information courtesy of Willy Timmerman, Publicity, Troubadour Folk Club
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CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm, Central 
Coast Leagues Club, Gosford

For details visit http://jazzleague.net

“Swinging coffee/lunch” overlooking the 
beach…Every Wednesday morning around 10.30am 
a group of old and young musos gather for a blow on 

the terrace of the Surf Club at MacMasters Beach. 
The kiosk is open 9am for breakfast/coffee/lunch. 

It’s a great spot! 

Jiri’s Harlem Swing play 7pm Thursdays 
fortnightly at Avoca Pizza & Pasta 4382 3506 

[Information courtesy of Jazz League newsletter]

http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au/
http://www.jazzleague.net
http://jazzleague.net


Art Party Central Coast 3 – The Big Blues Bang Edition!

Art Party and The Rhythm Hut are very excited to bring you the regular monthly art and community movement that 
is Art Party! Every month in 2016 we will be holding an Art Party on the Central Coast to engage local emerging 

artists and filter in some beautiful acts we love from Sydney.

What is Art Party?

We are a genre-free performance evening with supremely talented emerging/established artists looking to connect 
with fellow-hearted artists and more. Run on a shoestring, this grassroots organisation aims to connect artists, 

create opportunities, spread the word, facilitate gig-creation and make good art. Together.
For more info, visit www.artparty.com.au

First show February 20th Doors open 7:00pm
$15 entry / $10 concession (w/ conc card) **

Starting with an open mic from 7:30pm for singers/songwriters/poets. 
Register your interest at our website! Only 5 spots available!

Featuring performances from:
Grizzlee Train – Killer Blues band, Will Small – spoken word poet, Benjamin Fraser – live artist

Jessie Ray – spoken word poet, Luke McTaggart – communal art project + more to be announced!

FOOD/CHAI/BAR: One of our fabulous chefs has volunteered her exceptional culinary skills to feed our 
community, so bring some spare dollars if you want to eat! $10 will get you a warm, delicious vegan and 

vegetarian-friendly curry-type meal. $3 for chai. THIS IS A LICENSED VENUE! NO BYO!!

FREE drumming open nights to kick off 2016

Interested in drumming, but want to test it out first to see if you like it? Well here is your opportunity! We have a 
FREE drumming open night for you to attend, and we’d LOVE to see you there!

When: Tuesday 2nd February and Thursday 11th February, 6.30pm-8.00pm

During our Open Nights we will hold a little tester Djembe, and a tester Taiko class for you to get a taste and 
figure out which style is best for you. Or if you are an existing student you can come down and just get a little 

holiday drumming fix for FREE. Woohoo!! Now that’s a bargain!

We will also offer a special treat – 10% discount on term fees if you book and pay for your next term of 
drumming on the night, YAY!

You will meet the teachers, eat some nibblies, meet other students and get your drum on!

For more info, please contact Amy on 0439 217 004 or email amy@therhythmhut.com.au.

Information and image courtesy of The Rhythm Hut publicity
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SAVE THE DATE!!!

Encôre! from WMTC

MEMBER DRIVE

Seeking new members to join our performance group

Are you in the 25 – 50 age group, love to sing and dance, and want to commit to a new experience?

Encore! From WMTC is a vocal performance group which has been together since 2011. We comprise a group of 
ladies from a variety of backgrounds and ages who are members of the Wyong Musical Theatre Company Inc. 
We are all experienced performers who love to sing and entertain. We perform at many functions throughout the 
year, and rehearse every week.

Encôre! Performance Group is holding an information night on Monday 15 February, 2016 to be held at 
The Wyong Grove Cultural Hub, North Road, Wyong (the old Wyong Grove Public School) from 6.30pm

This will be a night of fun, filled with music, singing and harmonising. You will meet the current members and 
discover what we are all about. We have a number of older members in the group who, in time, will be moving 
aside and we need new members to take their place. We invite you to our new members’ drive. We are accepting 
applications from younger members who would be able to continue on in Encôre!

If you are interested in attending, with the prospect of joining this wonderful group, please contact Robyn on 0417 
677 550.

Information courtesy of Cathy De Vries.
For more details email Encore!@wmtc.com.au or phone our performance coordinator on 0405 105 027

Page 7

Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

FRI 5th ANDREW G at Canton Beach Sports Club, Toukley @ 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com
- JELLYFISH at Cedars Bar & Grill 8.30pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au

FRI12th ANDREW G at Bay Sports Club, Bateau Bay @ 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com
SAT 13th ANDREW G at Wallarah Bay Recreation Club, Gorokan @ 8:00pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com

– ‘KERRIE SOLO’ – BUDGEWOI SOCCER CLUB – 6:30-10pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
- BRACKETS AND JAM at Lake Munmorah Community Hall, from 6pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com

SUN 14th ANDREW G at Gosford RSL @ 12:00pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com
- OPEN MIC at The Rhythm Hut, Gosford. Registration from 6.00pm, performances at 6.30pm 

http://therhythmhut.com.au
– ‘KERRIE SOLO’ – GOSFORD RSL – 6-9pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

THU 18th HARLEM SWING at Avoca Beach Pizza and Pasta Café from 7pm, http://www.harlemswing.com
FRI 19th ANDREW G at Shelly Beach Golf Club @ 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com

- BRACKETS AND JAM at Kincumba Mountain from 7.30pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com
SAT 20th ANDREW G at Avoca Beach bowling club @ 6:00pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com

- JELLYFISH at Diggers, The Entrance 8.30pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au
FRI 26th ANDREW G at Gwandalan bowling club @ 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com
SAT 27th ANDREW G at Budgewoi Soccer Club @ 6:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com
SUN 28th – ‘KERRIE SOLO’ – AVOCA MARKETS – 11am http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- 5 LANDS EXPERIENCE at The Rhythm Hut, Gosford feat. The 5 Lands Band with special guests Lime and 
Steel from 5pm http://therhythmhut.com.au

http://www.andrewgodbold.c
http://www.jellyfishband.com.au
http://www.andrewgodbold.com
http://www.andrewgodbold.com
http://www.kerri
http://www.bracketsandjam.com
http://www.andr
http://therhythmhut.com.au
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.harlemswing.com
http://www.andrewgodbold.com
http://www.bracketsandjam.com
http://www.andrewgodbold.com
http://www.jellyfishband.com.au
http://www.andrewgodbold.com
http://www.andrewgodbold.com
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://therhythmhut.com.au


Information and image courtesy of Jacqui Stringer

Horizons at Killcare Gallery of Art presents a large 
variety of art and photography from a selection of the Central 
Coast’s finest talent. Works on display cover an expansive and 
diverse methodology and the artists are regularly in attendance 
and more than happy to discuss their techniques and offer 
advice on what would best suit your tastes. The art gallery 
enjoys a fantastic beach vista and is situated next to “delicious 
coffee and food with pizazz”. The gallery is open Thursday to 
Monday, 10-3, at Upper Level, 81 Beach Drive, Killcare Beach. 
Contact Brendon on 0427 499 861.

Information and image courtesy of Brendon Weston

Tuggerah Lakes Art Society

Our first meeting for 2016 will be on 
Thursday 25 February at 10am 

at the Uniting Church hall, 204 The Entrance Road, 
Long Jetty (opposite Diggers). 

At 11am there will be a Fashion Parade with a 
variety of summer clothes from a Sydney boutique 

at half price. Entry to attend is just $5.

Information courtesy of Helen Hingston, Newsletter 
Editor, Tuggerah Lakes Art Society
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Goody Delicious @ Hardys Bay Club

An exhibition of photography, posters, mixed media
and other strange and interesting stuff

by Karen Adler.

When:
Tuesday, 9th February – Monday, 21st March

Exhibition Opening:
3PM, Sunday, 21st February

Where:
Bistro 14, Hardys Bay Club, 14 Heath Road, Hardys Bay

Who:
Karen Adler is a local artist, writer, curator and art therapist.

Her love of the arts and her belief in their health-giving properties is surpassed only
by her love of living on the Central Coast.

Goody Delicious is the title of an animated film she’s currently working on with director, Jerry Retford, on 
depression and anxiety.

Contact:
0420 593 121, karenadler222@gmail.com

www.thejourneyjournal.webs.com

Information and image courtesy of Karen Adler
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Help support local writers (including me! – Ed.)

For just A$5 you can have your very own e-copy of an anthology containing my first published short 
story! And help support a wonderful project for other local writers, to boot :) The following is an excerpt 
from the Novascapes Volume 2: Crowdfunding project:

Novascapes is an anthology of stories from across the speculative fiction range. All the stories are penned by 
authors who currently live, or were born and raised, in the Hunter, Newcastle and Central Coast regions of New 
South Wales Australia. It is an indie project showcasing some of the best speculative fiction authors to come out 
of this region alongside a collection of fantastic emerging talent. Following on the success of volume one we have 
gathered another great collection of stories and, for the first time, poems. With some familiar faces and a whole 
bunch of new talent, this follow up edition promises to be as wonderful as its predecessor.

The crowdfunding campaign has now officially been launched. Funding from this campaign will go towards the 
publication costs for the first print run and the upcoming launch at the Newcastle Writers Festival in April. Should 
we over shoot our target, proceeds will go towards raising the rate of pay for the contributors.
We have until midday on 1st March to reach our goal, so please share the following link wherever you can:
http://www.pozible.com/project/203456

Appearing in volume 2 are:

Ashes for the Earth – Magdalena Ball
A Deer in the Shunting Yard – Morgan Bell
The Quiet Realm of the Dark Queen
– Jenny Blackford

The Name of the Beast was Number
– Russell Blackford
Murirrugach – Megan Buxton
The Mosaic – Sheree Christoffersen
On The Stroke of Midnight – Luciana Croci
Flight – Jan Dean
Unnatural – Samantha Fisher
Dancing a Spiral Galaxy – Eve Gray
Get A Life – Moosey
The Mirror of my Soul – Karen Ractliffe
Rocky Haven – Leonie Rogers
Resurrection Shuffle: It’s Been A Hard Day’s Bite
– K. M. Ross
A Gift of Butterflies – Julie Simpson
Blake’s Angel – Janeen Webb
Debunking Einstein – Leonie Wellard
Frederic’s Beauty – Lee-Ann Wilson-Smith

The cover art is once again being produced by the 
wonderful Tallulah Cunningham. Examples of her 
work can be seen here: http://www.melanippos.com/

Information courtesy of
Cassandra E Page, Editor.

About Poets & Writers

[Information and image courtesy of 
http://www.unitingproductions.org.au ]
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Enquiries about@y7mail.com For more info visit http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/
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