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What do you think of it so far? 

    It didn’t occur to me until I started preparing this front cover that About the 
Central Coast ezine is now half way through its first year of publication.  Hasn’t the time 
flown?  It has certainly been an eventful 6 months for me.  It has been a challenging, 
interesting and exciting experience preparing the ezine for you each month, and I have 
it to thank for many other new experiences and friends that I’ve made.  And I’ve learned 
so much more about our beautiful Coast and its communities than I ever knew before. 
 Now that the publication has been running for 6 months and has settled into a 
recognizable format with some regular or repeating features, I thought it might be a 
good time to review its performance, and I need your help.  I’d like you to tell me what 
you think of the ezine, and the About the Central Coast information service in general.  
What do you like about it?  Is there anything you don’t like?  What is important to you?  
Is there anything you think I should change or you think I could improve?  I’d love to 
hear your views.  If you have any comments or suggestions, please drop me a line at 
about@y7mail.com . 
 If you do like the magazine, please tell all your friends and contacts about it, and 
ask them if they’d like to subscribe as well.  All they have to do is send me an email 
with SUBSCRIBE in the subject line.  I also have a facebook page now so, if you’re on 
facebook and haven’t “liked” it yet, please give it a click and ask your friends to do the 
same.  You’ll find it at:  http://www.facebook.com/AbouttheCentralCoast 
 
 I’m looking forward to hearing from you – about the ezine, the service and, 
indeed, about anything else on the Central Coast you feel is worthy of mention.  In the 
meantime, I’d like to thank you all very much for your continuing support. I hope you 
enjoy this issue and I look forward to seeing you 
 

About the Central Coast   

☺ 

ABOUT THE CENTRAL COAST EZINE 

is 6 Months Old 

This month’s highlights!This month’s highlights!This month’s highlights!This month’s highlights!    
 

Boy Gets Girl and Spamalot open this month 
(see page 2) 

 
Reviews of Bugsy Malone, Theatrefest, and 

YIPA (see pages 3 & 5) 
 

Auditions (page 4) and act fast to enter the 
Montreal Poetry Prize (page 7) 

 
The photo feature returns and focuses on 
Edogawa Japanese Gardens (page 8) 
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Gosford Musical Society presents 

Monty Python's SPAMALOT  
Directed by Darryl Davis; Musical 

Director, Josh Hochkins; Choreography, Carolyn 

McNamara, Ashlea George and Janadine Hart. 
 

The Tony-winning musical, "lovingly ripped off" from the cult film Monty Python 
and the Holy Grail, presented by GMS at the Laycock Street Theatre. 

 
932 A.D. Legendary King Arthur of Camelot (with his ever faithful squire Patsy) 
gathers a band of brave knights including the fearless Sir Lancelot, gallant Sir 
Galahad, the not-so-brave Sir Robin, and Sir Bedevere the Flatulent, all to sit 

at his very, very, very round table. The heroine is a dynamic diva, The Lady of the 
Lake. Their quest is simple, find The Holy Grail. 

 
Python legend Eric Idle penned this hilarious script, adding songs such as "I'm 

Not Dead Yet” and "You Won't Succeed on Broadway", "The Fish Slapping Song" 
and, from The Life of Brian, "Always Look on the Bright Side of Life". 

With a sparkling all star cast, Spamalot has broad theatrical appeal, not only for 
Monty Python fans but all who love a rollicking light hearted musical comedy. 

 

Woy Woy Little Theatre presents 

BOY GETS GIRL 
 by Rebecca Gilman. Directed by Barbara Hickey 

 
15th July - 31st July, 2011 

The Peninsula Theatre, Woy Woy 
 

A New York reporter goes on a blind date.  After the second date she feels 
awkward and decides not to continue with the relationship, but will he give up?  

Is she being paranoid? Is he following her? Should she be worried? 
 

Tickets are ON SALE NOW  
at Laycock Street Theatre box office 

or 4323 3233 or online at 
www.laycockstreettheatre.com 

 
BOOKING FEES APPLY 

TICKETS: Adults $24, Concessions $21, 
Children under 16yrs $7 

(Not suitable for young children - contains some strong language) 

[Information and image courtesy of WWLT 
publicity.  For more details visit  

www.woywoylt.com.au (also on facebook)] 
 

Friday, July 29 at 8:00pm - 
August 13 at 10:30pm 

 
THREE WEEKS ONLY 

BOOK EARLY 
43 233233 or 

www.laycockstreettheatre.com 
 

$20 child/$28 GMS/Conc and 
$32 adult. group discounts too. 

 
[Information and image 

courtesy of GMS publicity] 

UNITING PRODUCTIONS JULY READING  
 

Friday 22nd July 2011 at 7.30 pm 
Come along and enjoy a free night of fun – be part of the audience 

for the first reading of two new plays: Father’s Day by John Levack and  
Shrödinger’s Dæmon By Lachlan McGowan 

 
You are invited to stay to discuss the plays and then for supper and a chat 

at Uniting Church Hall, Donnison Street, Gosford. 
 Free Entry. Supper – Gold coin donation 
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CUTE AS CANDY AND SASSY AS SARSAPARILLA 

GMS Juniors present BUGSY MALONE 
 
   I’ve just had the pleasure of attending my first GMS Juniors show. Busgy Malone, 
based on the 1976 musical film of the same name, is a highly entertaining piece of 
whimsy with snappy dialogue, written by Alan Parker, and a slew of memorable 
songs from Paul Williams.  In a “candy coated” 1920s New York, the rackets and 
speakeasies are run by pint-sized gangsters toting custard pies until the balance of 
power is upset by the invention of the dreaded “splurge gun” – an ice-cream loaded 
machine gun that can instantly cut short the criminal aspirations of the young hoods. 
Can fast-thinking, smooth-talking Bugsy bring harmony to the battling kiddy-gangs 
of New York and, at the same time, find romance with the honey-voiced Blousey 
while fending off the attentions of fille-fatale, Tallulah? 
   This is a show with a message: never underestimate the talent of young people, 
as Gosford Musical Society showcases its considerable pool of upcoming stars. The 
leads give self-assured and winning performances and the cameos have the stage 
presence to make an instant impact, and they’re supported by an all-singing, all-
dancing cast who carry off the chorus numbers with all the slickness and glamour 
that I’ve come to expect from GMS Seniors shows. And, unlike their counterparts in 
the original movie, these youngsters don’t need to be dubbed by adult singers; their 
voices will give you chills from head to toe. Debut director, Melinda Middleton and 
her team are to be congratulated on the success of this colourful and stimulating 
production. (For a full list of cast and crew credits visit the GMS website at 
www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au). The show only runs until Saturday, so book 
now to avoid missing out on the fun. [Image and show dates courtesy of GMS publicity] 

SHOW DATES: 
 
Tuesday: 10:30 
Wednesday: 10:30 
Thursday : 10:30 and 7:30 
(Gala Night) 
Friday: 10:30 and 7:30 
Saturday: 10:30 and 7:30 
(Closing night) 
 
All tickets $18 available from 
www.laycockstreettheatre.com 
or call 4323 3233 

 
 
      We say every year that it was the best yet, but this year it’s really true.  In June Wyong Drama Group hosted 
their most successful and enjoyable festival to date, with a wide variety of plays from both local and visiting 
groups, and not a single dud among them.  The dramatic range certainly embraced the ridiculous and sublime: 
offerings were challenging, provoking, poignant, bitter-sweet, thrilling, and absurdly comical – and groups came 
from as far as the Blue Mountains and Port Macquarie to take part.   Festival Adjudicator, Sean Hall, was a 
delight.  Always positive, insightful and helpful, his commentary was delivered in a personal, humorous, and 
accessible manner that made it as much a part of the weekend’s entertainment as the plays were themselves. 
   Local groups and performers received their fair share of the “Woscars” with Woy Woy Little Theatre’s “How to 
Make Your Theatre Pay” taking Best Production (due in no small measure to a superb comic performance from 
Paul Russell, who took Best Actor).  Our own Duncan Mitchell took Best Unpublished Play for “Shadow of 
Doubt” in recognition of his burgeoning writing talent.  But it was good to see visiting groups and young 
performers being rewarded too, with Dot Ward from Glenbrook Players taking Best Actress for her beautifully 
nuanced portrayal of a bag-lady in “Garbage”, and the students of Wyong Christian Community School received 
special awards for their confronting production, “The Jewellery Box”. 
   For a full list of award recipients, visit www.wyongdramagroup.com.au. 



 
 

HUNTER VALLEY ACTORS CENTRE 
 

 
 
 

July 2011 
'Advanced' 8 Week Course 
'Fundamentals of Performance' Stage II 
Commences Monday 18th July  
Duration 8 Weeks 
Days Monday & Wednesday nights 
Hours 7:30pm to 10pm 
Cost $240 
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Theatrefest Hunter September 2011Theatrefest Hunter September 2011Theatrefest Hunter September 2011Theatrefest Hunter September 2011    
 

Theatrefest Hunter 2011 is a festival and competition of one act 
plays performed by theatre groups from the Hunter Region and 
its surrounds. Last year was the inaugural launch at the 
Cessnock Performing Arts Centre and at the awards ceremony, 
the Central Coast theatre groups took out most of the awards! 
So all you actors and writers…..get your ACT together NOW! 
 

2011 Evening Adult Courses  

Learn the art and essence of a believable 
performance.  

 
 Gain lifelong skills for personal, professional & 

artistic growth. 

Learn or consolidate your performance skills. 

For further details, registration forms, terms and conditions visit http://www.huntervalleyactorscentre.com.au 
[Information and images courtesy of Hunter Valley Actors Centre] 

AUDITIONS 
 

Uniting Productions present Frank Hatherley's 'Boxed' 
 
Performance dates: 14, 15, 21, 22 October 2011. Cast required: 1 male 25 plus, 1 female 25 plus, 2 females 

40 plus, 1 female 50 plus. Frank will be directing. 

Audition dates: 11 & 13 July 2011 - Time: 7.15 pm - Venue: Uniting Church Hall, Donnison Street Gosford - 
Other times by appointment only. 

Contact details: Mary 0404380004 simbasmum@live.com.au Frank 0416107196 
frankhatherley@people.net.au  

BOXED contains three short, sharp comedies of modern living. 

 
Wyong Drama Group presents Chase Me Comrade 

 
Millie Sampson will be holding auditions on Wednesday 27th July for WDG's production of Chase 
Me Comrade. Performance dates are November 10/11/12 and 17/18/19. Auditions take place in 

the Green Room of the Wyong Memorial Hall at 7.30 pm. 
 

Catch A Shooting Star Talent Quests 
 

Hi there talented people!! It's time to strut your stuff, bring out your best voices and moves in the 
Catch a Shooting Star Under 18s Talent Quest, July 4-16, 2011, Imperial Shopping Centre, 

Gosford. Great prizes to be won in two sections: High School age (18yo ok if still at school) and 
Primary School age and Under. Trophies to first, second, and third place getters. Certificates to all 
Contestants and Finalists. Visit http://www.synergybiznet.com/AboutTheCentralCoast to download 

an entry form to complete and return asap to secure your place.  
[Go to "coupons" at right of page, click on "show all" then click on the "Catch a falling star" coupon 

and follow the link to download your form] 
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Central Coast Gang Show 
 

This family variety entertainment show including skits and songs from a Fairies 
Fantasy World, a Punch and Judy showdown and groovy Hippy numbers. Let 

yourself be entertained and sing along to familiar songs.  
 

Gang Show is great fun for all ages, with local scouts and guides cast members 
aged 10 upwards.  

13 -15 July 7.30pm, 16 July 1pm and 7pm  
 

Tickets are only available from The Central Coast Gang Show website 
www.centralcoastgangshow.org,  tickets@centralcoastgangshow.org,   

or 0414 991 868. 
 

[Information courtesy of http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com , image courtesy of Gang Show publicity] 

The Stars of Tomorrow  

are Already Here 
 

   Every Christmas, back in England, they used to screen a TV show 
called The Royal Variety Gala Performance - a sample of the year’s best 
performances, revues, drama etc., performed live in front of the Queen.  
As I watched one of the YIPA Variety Concerts at the beginning of June 
it struck me that these young performers could hold their heads high 
among many of the stars that appeared on that show, and I wondered, is 
it something in the water? Or in our air?  Is there some charm on the 
land that produces so much talent on the Central Coast 
  that I am continually astounded by the extent, the range, and the degree of it – so much that the YIPA 

committee was able to fill five different shows, comprising 145 performances over consecutive nights, with 
just the cream of the youthful talent of our area? And, although it was the first time I have had the privilege of 
witnessing it, I understand they’ve been doing this for 20 years this year. 
      I was only able to attend one show this year (I’ll make sure I get to more in future), but in that one evening 
I was treated to a veritable smorgasbord of entertainment: from the haunting tribal sounds of the NVHS 
Concert Band, to the electrifying Taikology drumming ensemble, to James Wright and Jack Thompson 
performing the comic scene “Different as Can Be” from The Very Potter Musical. Other stand out 
performances included dramatic modern dancer Damian Parker, self-taught guitar soloist Riley Holt, and 13 
year old tap soloist, Samantha Calcagno, performing the Can Can.  I was already familiar with the exceptional 
vocal stylings of Tamara Abbott, but she found a new level to surprise me with that night.  But it seems 
churlish to single out these names for special attention because they were all exceptional, all stand out, in 
their own way.  I just mention these to give a flavour of the banquet that was served on the stage that night.  
 Meanwhile my husband raved about the young magician (whom I missed, 
unfortunately) who was bamboozling audience members in the foyer. 
   Perhaps it has something to do with the level of support that local organizations 
and businesses are prepared to devote to the arts community on the Coast: groups 
like Gosford Musical Society and Woy Woy Little Theatre who help nurture and train 
our young people, businesses who sponsor shows and provide funding for 
scholarships, and dedicated people like Chris Cox and his team who work to 
provide opportunities for our youth to showcase their talents.  Long may they 
continue to do so, and I look forward to seeing next year’s shows. 
 
[Images courtesy of the YIPA 2011 show programme.  For more information about the YIPA project 
visit http://www.gosford.nsw.gov.au/news_events/media/media-releases-2010/september/youth-in-
performing-arts-yipa  ] 



 

FOOTPRINT FESTIVAL  

CALL FOR PERFORMERS 
 

Seeking musicians, buskers artists and stall holders who 
would like to perform/exhibit at the Footprint Festival on 

Saturday 23 July, preference for original artists who have an 
environmental message to share. The stage will operate 

between 10am and 4pm. Its a community festival so not a 
paid gig, however we will be providing full PA set up plus a 

merchandise tent so you can sell your CDs etc as part of the 
markets (stalls are cheap). Should be a fun day - email 

info@artsbarn.org.au or see 
http://www.footprintfestival.org.au 

[Information courtesy of festival publicity] 

Other Other Other Other GGGGreat Gigsreat Gigsreat Gigsreat Gigs This Month This Month This Month This Month        
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)    

 
Fri 8th - NOTHING SACRED - Gwandalan Bowling Club - 8-11pm http://kerriegarside.com.au  
Sat 9th - DUTCH COURAGE - Stoned Crow, Crows Nest - from 8:00pm http://kerriegarside.com.au 
 - BRACKETS AND JAM -  Lake Munmorah – from 6 pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com.au  
Fri 15th - DUTCH COURAGE - Coast Hotel, Budgewoi - from8:00-11:30pm http://kerriegarside.com.au  
  - MIRRABOOKA  - Wallarah Bay Recreation Club 8-12 Mirrabooka 
http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com 
 - BRACKETS AND JAM – Kincumba Mountain – from 7.30 pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com.au 
Sat 23rd - KERRIE SOLO - Club Toukley, Toukley - 8-11:30pm  http://kerriegarside.com.au  
  - THE TROUBADOR CLUB presents NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY – CWA Hall, Woy Woy from 7 pm 
 http://www.troubadour.org.au  
Sun 24th  – MIRRABOOKA - Randalls on The Beach 12 -3pm (weather permitting) 
 http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com 
 - CENTRAL COAST CONSERVATORIUM presents CON SPIRITO – Robert Knox Hall, Gosford – from 
 2.30 pm  http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au 
Sat 30th - NOTHING SACRED - Jacks Bar, Erina - from 8:30pm  http://kerriegarside.com.au  
Sun 31st  – 5 LANDS EXPERIENCE – The Rhythm Hut – from 6.30 pm http://therhythmhut.com.au  
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CENTRAL COAST  

JAZZ LEAGUE 
 

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm 
 

at 
Central Coast Leagues Club, 

Gosford 
 

For details visit  
http://jazzleague.net 

TROUBADOR FOLK CLUB 

Folk, Spoken Word and Acoustic Music  

PRESENTS:   

New York Public Library 
 

Saturday 23rd July @ 7:00pm 

CWA Hall (Opposite Fisherman’s Wharf) Woy Woy  

 

Entry:  $11 / $9 / $8 which includes a light supper 

Floor spots available  

Information at 4341 4060 (H) - 0417 456 929 (M) or 4322 1518   

[Information and image courtesy of the Troubador Club publicity. For more info visit 
http://www.troubadour.org.au/folk/index.htm] 



 
 
 

Bastille Day  
Thursday July 14, 2011 10.30am 

                          Wyongshire Library, Westfield Tuggerah   
 

Come and Stroll down the boulevards of Paris on Bastille Day and experience  morning tea and talk by local 
author Jill Mather on the glory days of the 1920’s-1940’s France . 

This was the era when music, dance,and theatre made  France one of the most exciting places in the 
world. Where writers, artists and any one who was any one gathered to drink at the cafés, share ideas and music 

and be inspired. 
Visit the famous and the infamous, listen to music, such as Piaf and Trenet. 

  
Paris!   The City of Lights and Love. Viva la France 

 Bookings Essential: 02 4350 1560 
 

ALSO FROM JILL MATHER 
  

SATURDAY 16th    WYONG WRITERS HOSTING A 'MEMOIR' WRITING WORKSHOP - SENIOR CITIZENS 
ROOM, RANKENS COURT, WYONG.   10AM - 3PM. BOOKINGS AND ENQUIRIES:   PHONE  4333  7489 
  
WEDNESDAY 27th  ART AND LITERATURE TALK AT THE ANGLICAN CHURCH HALL.  1pm. MAIN RD (to 
Toukley)  KANWAL. 'RUTH CRACKNELL - THE EARLY YEARS' Only $5 - afternoon tea provided. 
 

[Information and images courtesy of Jill Mather and Wyongshire Library] 
 
 

 
MONTREAL INTERNATIONAL POETRY PRIZE 

 
Budding writers may be interested to hear about the launch of a new poetry competition that is open to all comers, 
worldwide.  According to their website: "The Montreal Prize is a first-of-its-kind global poetry competition awarding 

$50,000 for one poem. Our international jury of ten distinguished poets from Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe and 
the Americas will select the top 50 entries. This shortlist will be published in our groundbreaking global poetry 

anthology. And from that shortlist our prize judge, Andrew Motion, will select the winner of the 2011 prize. Entering 
your poems in the Montreal Prize is easy and secure using our online entries form." 

 
For more details, visit http://montrealprize.com/  

 
DEADLINE 8TH JULY 
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Edogawa Japanese Gardens  

and The Friendship Walk 
 

If you haven’t already visited these beautiful gardens at East Gosford, you’ll have an opportunity this month when 
they become the venue for the Japan Disaster Fundraiser.  Always popular for weddings and other events, they’re 
also perfect for a picnic or just a relaxing afternoon walk. And while you’re there you can visit the art gallery next 

door.  For more info visit http://www.gosfordregionalgallery.com  
 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 
About the Central Coast  is created © KAREN RACTLIFFE (ABN 77 352 061 703) and distributed free to subscribers monthly.  All opinions are the responsibility of the 

editor, except where otherwise stated.  The editor takes no responsibility for late changes to event information. Enquiries about@y7mail.com For more info visit 
http://aboutthecentralcoast.bigblog.com.au  
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