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Congratulations to This Year’s 
Central Coast Theatrefest

Winners!

Best Production: “Countdown” Players Theatre, Port Macquarie

Best Production Runner Up: “Small Things”, Aphrodesian Theatre

Best Design: “In the Tank”, Wyong Drama Group

Best Unpublished Play: Gavin Critchley, “Mr Owen’s Providence”

Best Director: Gavin Critchley for 

“Mr Owen’s Providence” and “The Craft”

Best Actor: Duncan Mitchell for “In the Tank”

Best Actress: Helen Herridge for “The Craft”

Best Supporting Actor: Marc Calwell for “Mr Owen’s Providence”

Best Supporting Actress: Tiffany Duncan for “Laundry and Bourbon”.

Best Ensemble: Rose Cooper and Kalani Katsoolis for “Small Things”

Special Adjudicator Award: Scott Russell for “On the Edge”

John Axford Memorial Award:

“Why Can’t They Just Eat Flowers?” Wyong Drama Group

Apex 40 Award: Declan Green and Scott Russell for “On the Edge”.

For a full review of the festival, please see page 4



Woy Woy Little Theatre presents
Dial M for Murder

Woy Woy Little Theatre on the Peninsula continues the tradition of selecting an 
annual classic. This year it’s the play Alfred Hitchcock filmed in 1953, Frederick 
Knott’s spine-tingling Dial M For Murder. Tony married for money. Now he’ll kill for it. 
And you’ll be on the edge of your seat every thrilling moment of this quintessential 
murder mystery. It’s a dark, dangerous, delightful whodunit of forbidden love, 
delightful suspense, blackmailers and backstabbers – figuratively and literally. 

Dial M For Murder features a tight ensemble cast 
including Greg Eccleston as Tony, Sierra Phillips as 
Margot, Greg Buist as Max, John Lusty as Lesgate and 
Tony Burke as Inspector Hubbard. This classic thriller is 
directed by Brendon Flynn and will be staged for ten 
performances only at The Peninsula Theatre, Woy Woy.

19 July until 4 August. 
8pm Fridays and Saturdays, 2pm on Sundays and Saturday 3 August
Adult $25, Conc. $22, Child (student to Year 12) $7

Information and images courtesy of WWLT publicity and 
www.laycockstreettheatre.com

Gosford Musical Society presents Hairspray

Hairspray delighted audiences on Broadway by sweeping them away to 1960s Baltimore 
where the ‘50s are out and change is in the air. Loveable plus-size heroine, Tracy 
Turnblad, has a passion for dancing and wins a spot on the local TV dance program. 
Overnight she finds herself transformed from outsider to teen celebrity. Can a larger-than-
life adolescent manage to vanquish the program’s reigning princess, integrate the 
television show with black performers and find true love (singing and dancing all the while) 
without messing her hair?

Laycock Street Theatre 26 July 8pm, 27 July 2pm and 8pm, 2 August 8pm, 
3 August 2pm and 8pm, 4 August 2pm, 8 August 8pm, 9 August 8pm, 
10 August 2pm and 8pm
Adult $35, Conc./Child/Student $ 32, Groups 20+ $30

GMS Juniors presents Puss in Boots

This hilarious, traditional pantomime will appeal to children of all ages, bringing to life the classic 
story about a cat and his magical boots. The King and Queen of Mamaladia are looking for a suitor 
for their daughter, whilst trying to stop the town Ogre from stealing all their oranges from the 
orchard. When the town miller dies, his two sons Phiddle and Phaddle trick their little brother Phillip 
into believing that all he inherited was a stinky cat. Meanwhile Phillip soon discovers, with the help 
of a fairy named Sprite, that this is no ordinary cat, but a very clever one who can talk.

Laycock Street Theatre 2 July 10.30am, 3 July 2.30pm, 4, 5 and 6 July 10.30am and 7.30pm
All tickets $20

Information and images courtesy of GMS publicity and www.laycockstreettheatre.com
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The Central Coast Gang Show

This year Central Coast Gang Show is transforming 
Laycock Street Community Theatre into a winter 
wonderland, presenting A Very Gang Show 
Christmas. We have taken all the best bits of 
Christmas and stuffed them into one giant cracker 
full of festive fun ready for you to enjoy. You can 
even get your Santa photo taken in the foyer. So 
come along and enjoy a stress-free Christmas.

Laycock Street Theatre
10, 11, 12 July, 7.30 pm

13 July 2013, 1 pm and 7pm
Adult $23, Conc. $21, Child $17

Information and image courtesy of
www.laycockstreettheatre.com

Information and image courtesy of GMS publicity

Information and image courtesy of UP publicity
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THE TENTH ANNUAL CENTRAL COAST THEATREFEST!

I was fortunate to have joined Wyong Drama Group just in time for the first annual Theatrefest hosted at the Memorial Hall 
in 2004, and I well remember the thrill of that weekend. In addition to the contributions from WDG and Woy Woy Little 
Theatre, we had a bumper crop of visiting groups from as far away as Oberon, Sydney and Newcastle. The drama spread 
over the whole weekend and I was amazed at the variety of plays and the high standard of the performances. That weekend I 
met many new people who would soon be friends, and many more whose faces would become familiar as I was welcomed 
into the theatrical community of the Central Coast and beyond. Since then Theatrefest has remained one of my favourite 
highlights of the theatrical year. It is a weekend to indulge in great entertainment, meet up with old friends and make new 
ones, enjoy the food provided by Apex 40, sample the wares of craft stalls and admire the work regularly exhibited by local 
artist Maxine Johnston. A full experience to say the least! The drama itself has never failed to surprise and delight, and many 
have agreed that the selection we witnessed in this, the tenth anniversary year, was the best yet. Eleven plays were 
presented for the competition by local groups, independent producers, and visitors from Rylstone and Port Macquarie, 
including three unpublished works by aspiring playwrights, and the standard was consistently high throughout.

The weekend began on Friday evening with exhibition performances from the young students of Xtract Drama Academy. 
For several years now Xtract has been training, nurturing and supporting budding young actors from around the area with 
classes for children in year 3 to year 11 age groups. The fruits of their labour have been rewarded as we have seen former 
students taking prominent places in local adult productions, some taking awards in this year’s Theatrefest competition. The 
Friday evening “Jump” performances offer an opportunity for the students to showcase what they have learned in the year, 
and this year’s exhibition produced some of the best to date. There were good performances all round, well disciplined and 
rehearsed, with the children showing composure and confidence on stage. Two names in particular to watch out for in future 
productions are Tallulah Cobbin and Ryan Knowles, both of whom had great stage presence and physicality and who showed 
a mature understanding of stagecraft. The contribution of the Musical Theatre Class, a new feature this year, was particularly 
admired by festival adjudicator, Lyn Lee, for both the singing and choreography, and by a packed audience that almost 
overflowed the hall! The competitive part of the festival took place on Saturday. There were three sessions, in the morning 
afternoon and evening, with up to four plays in each session. The advantage of a one act play festival is that it offers a variety 
of theatrical experience all in one day. There were experimental works such as Penny Dilworth’s play about writer’s block, 
where an author was harangued by his own characters, and more traditional plays, such as WDG’s Laundry and Bourbon, 
which told the story of three women in small town America. There were plays by well known authors such as Alan Ayckbourn, 
and works such as Mr Owen’s Providence, which earned Gavin Critchley the award for best unpublished play. There were 
sharp comedies like Border Productions’ The Craft and powerful dramas such as WDG’s On the Edge, which was Apex 40’s 
favourite play this year. Some productions were elaborate: WDG’s In the Tank and Why Can’t They Just Eat Flowers have 
both won awards for design, set and costume at this and other festivals this year. Others were simple but still effective: the 
entire set and props for On the Edge consisted of two milk crates. Throughout the day we were treated to a host of wonderful 
performances from seasoned actors such as Duncan Mitchell and Helen Herridge, who took the awards for best actor and 
actress, to promising newcomers like Tiffany Duncan and Scott Russell who respectively received the award for best 
supporting actress and the Adjudicator’s Special Award.

The standard of the productions throughout the day was so high that adjudicator Lyn Lee admitted she lost sleep trying to 
decide who should receive this year’s awards.The wealth of her experience as professional actress and director, and as NIDA 
teacher, was evident both in her commentaries during the competition, which she wisely kept brief but encouraging, and in 
her presentations at the award ceremony on Sunday morning; her comments to the winners were both interesting and 
illuminating. She also took the time to give credit to the technical and stage crew whose important contribution over the 
weekend is often underestimated by audiences. It was an emotional ceremony for many reasons. The 10th anniversary of this 
prestigious annual festival, which has been a focal showcase for our local talent and that of groups from all over NSW, is a 
milestone event, but it is also the last time the Memorial Hall will house Theatrefest. The hall is being demolished early next 
year as a first step toward the building of the proposed Wyong Performing Arts Centre. Councillor Doug Eaton is hopeful that 
this project will be completed within a few years, and assured the audience that every effort would be made to ensure Wyong 
Drama Group and Wyong Musical Theatre Company will be provided alternate venues in the interim. At this stage, however, 
it is unclear where next year’s festival might take place. It was also the end of an era for another reason as Wyong said a 
formal goodbye to two WDG veterans that have been an integral part of the festival since its inception, Barry and Millie 
Sampson, who will shortly be moving to Victoria. In addition to serving on the festival committee, Millie has directed a number 
of WDG’s entries over the years and earned the group several awards in the process. Barry has served as stage manager 
and in other capacities as and when needed, and he also hand crafted each of the beautiful award trophies affectionately 
known as “Woscars”. In recognition of their contribution to the festival over the years they received special awards: Millie for 
“most prolific Theatrefest director” and Barry “for services above and beyond”. They’ll be greatly missed by the members of 
Wyong Drama Group, but we wish them all the best for their new life in Victoria.

It remains to thank festival co-ordinator, Ruth Jordan, who has been the inspiration, organization and driving force behind 
Central Coast Theatrefest. The festival was Ruth’s baby and has grown into a legacy of which she can be truly proud. 
Hopefully the Coast’s talented upcoming generation will be inspired to continue the momentum Ruth began so we may look 
forward to the continuance of Theatrefest for many years to come.

Photos of the winners may be viewed on the weblog at http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com and at 
www.wyongdramagroup.com. (Details of Maxine Johnston’s art may also be found at the weblog).
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Congratulations! Wyong Musical Theatre’s

How well I recall my misspent youth in the old country, stuck in front of the box on a Saturday evening watching 
cheery Irish host Terry Wogan presenting “A Song For Europe”, a series of shows in which the nation was asked 
to pick the best of six offerings from aspiring song writers. After listening to the choices one might have been 
forgiven for wondering to what, exactly, they were aspiring. Well, in the first place, they hoped their song would be 
chosen to represent Britain in an illustrious international competition.

Before “The Voice”, before “Idol”, before “Red Faces” there was “The Eurovision Song Contest”. One of the 
world’s longest running TV shows, spanning 57 years, its reputation is both famous and infamous. It is perhaps 
best known for catapulting Swedish pop sensation ABBA to international stardom after their song “Waterloo” took 
the trophy in 1974. But for many of those who have watched the show, it is the regular technical gaffs and political 
faux pas that remain indelibly imprinted on our memories along with a unique range of songs and performances 
that have spanned the beautiful, the bad and the bizarre. In June the best and worst flavours of this multicultural 
stew were brought to the Wyong Memorial Hall in Eurobeat: Almost Eurovision, a hilarious and astutely observed 
spoof by Craig Christie and Andrew Patterson that captures the contest in all its cheesy, eclectic, spectacular 
glory. Winner of Best New Musical at Edinburgh Festival 2007, and nominated for Best Musical in London’s West 
End, it was described by WMTC director, Pollyanna Forshaw as “ a musical extravaganza of ‘What??!!’ moments.”

As in the original show there were a number of ‘entries’ representing various European countries and, for 
reasons best understood by the competition organisers, Morocco. Audiences were entertained by a diverse range 
of songs, such as Hungary’s “Apro Madarakkai” (Little Birds), a touching traditional folk song about strangling 
chickens. They were surprised by the ‘reveal’ in Greece’s “Oh Aphrodite”, thrilled by Bollywood style dancing to 
Morocco’s “Vindaloo”, puzzled by Liechtenstein’s song – which had no words, just hazmat suits, a bell, a cat and a 
balloon – and waved their flags and sang along (if they could remember the lyrics) to Ireland’s “La La La”. In the 
interval audience members were invited to vote for their favourite entry (“the most important vote you’ll cast this 
year” quipped competition hosts Sergei and Boyka (Marc Calwell and Seanne Colbert-Smith). Afterward they 
were transported across Europe to receive the votes from the international judges and await with bated breath the 
all important audience decider that would determine the winner (and the end of the show).

Eurobeat was the second WMTC show directed by the multi-talented Pollyanna Forshaw (director of the 
stunning 2011 production Jesus Christ Superstar), and perhaps the most ambitious and lavish that I have seen 
the company perform. It required not only a huge cast but the co-ordinated efforts of a mammoth design, 
construction and technical crew (not to mention the production of hundreds of flags!) And Polly orchestrated all of 
these facets to create a magnificent audio-visual spectacle. Singers representing the thirteen countries received 
vocal direction from Greg Gould, and their performances were choreographed by nine different choreographers 
ensuring a range of styles that were diverse, idiosyncratic, corny, OTT, fun and hilarious. Technical innovations in 
sound and visual included spots, strobes and laser lighting, and green screen technology to transport the action 
through different European settings. Special credit is deserved for the rich, colourful and imaginative costuming. 
Every country was presented with unique themes, and hosts Segei and Boyka changed costumes for every 
appearance, each more extravagantly outrageous than the last. Kudos to designer, Daryl Ganter, for his 
enormous contribution to this extraordinary visual feast.

WMTC’s next show is Alice in Wonderland. For details visit www.wmtc.com.au
(Above images courtesy of WMTC publicity)
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Food, Fun & Music Festival
Date Saturday, 06 July, 2013

Time 11am - 6pm
Location Village Green, Main Road, Toukley, NSW

The Village Green located in Canton Beach Rd, Toukley will come alive 
with a great range of market stalls including wine tasting, great food, craft 
and much more. 

It will play host to a full program of live entertainment throughout the day 
including the Rollercoaster Band, the Desert Flame Belly Dancers, Puppet 
Shows and local performers.

Bring the family along for a day of fun activities, including a farmyard nursery, reptiles, Chefs on Stilts, roving 
puppets, the circus workshop where you can try out some popular circus tricks, amusements, show bags, face 
painting and much more. The day will finish with an amazing Fire Show featuring Fire Breathing and Fire Twirling.
The Food, Fun & Music Festival is proudly brought to you by Greater Toukley Vision and sponsored by Delta 
Electricity, Star 104.5FM, Central Coast Express Advocate, Wyong Shire Council and Active Hire Charmhaven.

Information and image courtesy of GTV. For more detials call 4397 1711 or visit www.greatertoukley.org.

About Music
Page 6

CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Celebrating 20 Years!

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm
Central Coast Leagues Club, Gosford

For details visit http://jazzleague.net

“Swinging coffee/lunch” overlooking the 
beach…Every Wednesday morning around 

10am a group of old & young musos gather for a 
blow on the terrace of the Surf Club at 

MacMasters Beach. The kiosk is open 9am for 
breakfast/coffee/lunch. It’s a great spot! 

For more info call Helena or Steven Hansen 
4382 3241

See you Thursdays at the AVO JAZZnPIZZA ! 
Jazz at Avoca Pizza & Pasta fortnightly 7pm 

Thurs 4 & 18 April $9 kids free, BYO 4382 3506.
Get Jazz Get Happy…Jiri !  

www.harlemswing.com

[Information courtesy of Jazz League newsletter]

Winter Blues & Jazz Festival
Date Sunday, 07 July, 2013

Time 10am - 4.30pm

Location Memorial Park, The Entrance

The Entrance Town Centre is proud to announce The 
Winter Blues & Jazz Festival which will be held on 
Sunday 7th July, 2013. 

This will be an amazing event held at the beautiful 
seaside location of The Entrance. A full day of non 
stop FREE entertainment in Memorial Park, The 
Entrance, including performances of The New Empire 
Ballroom Ragtime Dance Orchestra, Keith Hall, Pat 
Dow + Band, Muma Jane Blues Band, Neilsen Gough 
and the Bondi Cigars. 

For more information please contact The Entrance 
Town Centre Management on 4333 5377 or visit 
www.theentrance.org

Information courtesy of Wyong events listing 
http://www.wyong.nsw.gov.au/my-

community/events/

www.greatertoukley.org
http://jazzleague.net
www.harlemswing.com
www.theentrance.org
http://www.wyong.nsw.gov.au/my


WMTC Presents - Chorus Line On Broadway

Singing the songs of some of the most well loved and popular broadway musicals of all time. 
'Rent', 'Hairspray', 'Chicago', 'Cabaret' there is something for everyone and you are sure to have a great time!

Halekulani Bowling Club - Natuna Avenue Budgewoi
Two Shows 1pm and 6pm - Sun 07th July 2013 - Tickets $15.00.

Tickets can be purchased at the door.

Information courtesy of the of the WMTC website http://www.wmtc.com.au

An Evening of Indian Classical Music

When : 7.00pm Friday 12th of July
Where: The Circle of Life 8 Henry Parry Drive East Gosford

Tickets : $20/25 At the door on the night
or contact Heath on 0401 300 299 or heath@thecircleoflife.net.au

There will be home made chai available on the night!

Information and image courtesy of Daya Saraswati

Sing For Your Supper - Singing Competition

It’s on again from Friday 5th July at HQ Cafe + Bar in Terrigal and will continue throughout July, August and 
September. We have an even bigger prize pool this year and the competition is now spilt into 3 age groups. Over 

a thousand dollars in cash prizes available plus recording, video and photography packages, tuition and 
performance opportunities. Only 80 Entrants allowed so get in quick…...

Fees to register: Open - $28. Under 15 - $24, Primary - $15.
To register go to: http://www.trybooking.com/CWMQ or call the studio on: 4321 1201

Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

Thu 4th OPEN UKE NIGHT at the Tall Timbers Hotel, Ourimbah. http://centralcoastukuleleclub.wordpress.com/
Fri 5th COVER 2 COVER at Gwandalan Bowling Club http://www.andrewgodbold.com

JELLYFISH The Woodport Inn, Erina 8pm - 11pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au
2013 SeaFm DISCOVERED Heat 2 - The HUB Erina 6:30pm - 9;30pm http://www.thehuberina.com

Sat 6th - "NOTHING SACRED" - Wyong Leagues Club http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
Fri 12th MIRRABOOKA at the Avoca Beach Sports Club fhttp://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com/

COVER 2 COVER at Wallarah Bay Recreation Club http://www.andrewgodbold.com
"DUTCH COURAGE" - OURIMBAH RSL - 7-11pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

Sat 13th BRACKETS AND JAM at Lake Munmorah from 6 pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com
JELLYFISH Terrigal Hotel 8.30pm - 11.30pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au

Fri 19th COVER 2 COVER at The Entrance Leagues Club, Bateau Bay http://www.andrewgodbold.com
"DUTCH COURAGE" - GOSFORD RSL - 6-10pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

BRACKETS AND JAM at Kincumba Mountain from 7.30 pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com
Sat 20th - "DUTCH COURAGE" - Empire Bay Tavern - from 7:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

ROCKMONSTER at the Coast Hotel, Budgewoi from 8.30 pm http://www.rockmonster.com.au
Thurs 25th - "KERRIE  GARSIDE SOLO" - The Grand Hotel, Wyong - form 6pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

Sat 27th - " DUTCH COURAGE" - Wyong Bowling Club http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
Sun 28th - KERRIE GARSIDE with BRENT MURPHY & RODRIC WHITE - Jazz on the Mountain - Mangrove 

Mountain Country Club - from 12 noon http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
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AVOCA MARKETS ART TANK PROJECT

Event date: 28 Jul 2013 9:00 am to 2:00 pm

As part of the Avoca Beachside Markets, Gosford City Council in conjunction with event organisers and local artist 
Russell Way will be running the Avoca Markets ART TANK Project, aimed at developing community connections 
by bringing our youth and elders together to create art that will go into the design on the water tanks in the park.

Everyone is welcome to join in this community art project! Bring the family and spend a great day out!

The park will be absolutely packed with things to see and do with local arts and crafts, food, homewares, clothing, 
jewellery kids’ activities. [Information courtesy of https://www.facebook.com/AvocaBeachsideMarkets ]

Opening July 5th 6-8pm - View Daily 6th-14th July 10-3pm

The Impressability project empowers young people 12-25yrs, with disabilities of 
varying degrees, to explore their identities through experimental mark making, 
photography/ video and performance art. The aim of the project is to foster the 
artistic ‘identity’ of the twelve participants, and build artistic confidence.

A series of workshops under the guidance of three professional artists working in 
residence, Gemma Garner ‘Performance Art’, Angelo Kehagias ‘Digital Media’ and 
Kiera O’Toole ‘Mark making & drawing’, have been held whereby the participants 
develop their visual language.

The contemporary space of The Youth Arts Warehouse will be transformed into 
an innovative exhibition that will lure us in and hold us captivated. The show will be 
made up of a series of installations that will elicit response and prompt you to 
interact.

Information and image courtesy of http://youthartswarehouse.com.au
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FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN WRITERS MEETINGS

Fellowship of Australian Writers meet at Gosford Hotel, 10 am, 3rd Sunday of the month. If you’re interested 
in writing, please contact Helen Luidens on 4363 2627

Information courtesy of Helen Luidens.
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