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The Beginning of the End?

Or a new beginning? Demolition of the Wyong Memorial Hall began this week to make 
way for the new Art House. Work on the new arts centre is due to begin in August with
planned completion at the end of next year. For more information visit Wyong Shire 
Council’s website at http://www.wyong.nsw.gov.au/my-community/arts-and-culture/the-
art-house (Photos courtesy of Paul Ractliffe).

http://www.wyong.nsw.gov.au/my


Gosford Musical Society presents

Annie
Based on the popular comic strip, Annie tells the extraordinary story of a little 
orphan who ends up in the lap of luxury with Depression-era billionaire Oliver 
Warbucks. Unlike most of the other children at Miss Hannigan’s orphanage, fiery 
Annie believes that her parents are still alive and will one day return to claim her. 
So when Mr. Warbucks offers to adopt her, she asks the most powerful man in 
America to help find her real parents instead, and he agrees. Warbucks’ 
whopping reward for Annie’s parents attracts the attention of con-artists Rooster, 
Lily and the wicked Miss Hannigan, who hatch a plot to kidnap Annie and take 
the reward. This is a heart-warming family show filled with classic songs such as 
“Hard Knock Life”, “Easy Street”, “You’re Never Fully Dressed Without A Smile”
and the perennial “Tomorrow”.

Laycock Street Theatre 25 July 8pm, 26 July 2pm and 8pm, 31 July 8pm, 1 
August 8pm, 2 August 2pm and 8pm, 7 August 8pm, 8 August 8pm, 9 
August 2pm and 8pm

Adult, $39, Concession $36, Group Bookers and GMS Members $34

Central Coast Gang Show

This year Central Coast Gang Show will take you through time. From knights in the 
medieval era, to a Persian market featuring Aladdin; from diving under the sea, to 
a trip to the movies, and finishing up with singing Aussie rock songs. The cast are 
all local scouts and guides. This show is suitable for all ages, so come along and 
enjoy the show with all your family.

Laycock Street Theatre 9 to 11 July 7.30pm, 12 July 1pm and 7pm.
Adult $23, Concession $21, Child $17

Information and images courtesy of http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com

XtrAct Theatre Festival
Our first major performance this year will be on

August 2nd at Wyong High School. 
Kick off time will be 1pm sharp.

As with the Wyong Theatre Fest (postponed until 2015 
due to the demolition of Wyong Memorial Hall) 

we will have adjudicators and awards.

Information courtesy of XtrAct website. For more details visit 
http://www.xtract.com.au
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GMS Juniors prove they can “work it out!” 
A review of High School Musical 2

When the made-for-cable movie version of Disney’s High School Musical 2 was first 
screened in 2007, it broke records for the most watched telecast of its kind. Since being 
adapted for the stage it has become a popular musical for high school and other junior 
and youth productions.* Opening soon after the events of the first musical, it follows the 
various classmates and rivals of East High School during their summer vacation. They 
all find holiday jobs at a country club owned by the father of infamous spoiled-little-rich-
girl, Sharpay. The focus of their attention is soon drawn to the club’s annual talent show, 
and the friends think they can win it if they all work together, but Sharpay has plans to 
turn the group effort into a more exclusive number involving herself and popular heart-
throb, Troy. Troy is anxious about his future, and struggles to balance the demands of 
career, romance and friendship. Who will win the contest? Will Troy make the right 
choices? Will Sharpay succeed in separating him from his true love, Gabriella, or will 
she see the error of her ways? The story is told through a collection of new numbers and 
reprisals of popular tunes from the first show, including an additional song not seen in 
the movie: "Hummuhummunukunukuapua'a"

Disney doubtless owed much of the success of its movie to the popular appeal of its charismatic young stars. 
GMS likewise gathered a cast of attractive and highly talented young performers for their production, which was 
staged this week at Laycock Street. Despite their tender years, the principals have all had years of experience in 
theatre, and several have already embarked on professional careers. Their professionalism was tested one week 
prior to opening when lead actor Addison Morley fell sick with glandular fever, and they certainly rose to the 
challenge. Kudos to David Simes for learning the part in just one short week. Addison and David subsequently 
alternated in the role of Troy, and congratulations are due to the hard work of both actors and the rest of the cast 
for making the transition seamless. This was no mean feat considering the lively and entertaining choreography 
called for synchronicity and precision, but they carried it off with energy and polish. Imaginative costuming added 
colour and glamour and, all together, it made for a successful production from the Central Coast’s talented 
upcoming generation.

Gosford Musical Society’s next show will be the seniors’ production of Annie, opening on July 25th. (See 
previous page for details).

*Information from Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_School_Musical_2

AUDITIONS

WWLT’s The Odd Couple

Auditions for all characters will be held from 7.30pm on Monday and Wednesday July 7 and 9 at the Peninsula 
Theatre, Woy Woy. The play is Neil Simon's original version of The Odd Couple to be directed by Shea Wicks and 
presented at the Peninsula Theatre in October/November. 

Characters: Oscar Madison (40ish), Felix Ungar (40ish), 
their card playing buddies, Speed, Murray, Roy and Vinnie 
(all 30s-50s), and  two sisters upstairs, Gwendolyn and 
Cecily Pigeon. (20-30ish).

The production will be staged for ten performances from 
October 31 until November 16, 2014. Rehearsals: Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 7.00 pm.

For further information please contact director Shea 
Wicks on 04104 757 089 or by e-mail: 
replaycharlie@bigpond.com
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Coastal a Capella Seeking New Members

The Central Coast’s award-winning women’s a cappella 
group is back from a series of competitions and 
performances with an invitation for new members to ‘get 
into the sing of things’. The 35 members of Coastal a 
Cappella got a huge send-off at a sellout performance 
held at Impact in Erina as they prepared to compete in 
the National Sweet Adelines Championships held in 
Sydney in May. Competing against 34 other choruses –
some with up to 90 singers – Coastal a Cappella came 
away with 3rd place in the Mid-size Chorus competition, 
then went on to win the Choreographed Choir category at 
the Sydney Eisteddfod this month. “We’ve had a very 
happy year,” said Linda Wareham, who directs the 
chorus. “Now we’re planning to improve even more and 
increase the size of the chorus by issuing an invitation to 
new members to audition for a place on stage with us.”
As international judges on top-rating TV shows have said: 
Australia has a wealth of singing talent. “And The Voice
has proved, our Coast is up there with the best when it 
comes to talent,” Linda said. Regular performers at local 
events, Coastal a Cappella is for dedicated singers who 
want to keep increasing their knowledge and 
understanding of music and harmony. “For people with an 
interest in music who can sing and hold a part – it’s a fun 
and interesting way to build a huge sound-scape working 
with others,” she said. “We have singers of all ages from 
their early 20s upwards and anyone who’d like to join 
should call Gayle on 0450 155288, or contact us at
http://www.coastalacappella.com Go the Coast!

[Information and image courtesy of Natasha Whitwell.]
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CENTRAL COAST JAZZ LEAGUE

Celebrating 20 Years!

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm at Central Coast Leagues Club, Gosford

For details visit http://jazzleague.net

“Swinging coffee/lunch” overlooking the beach…Every Wednesday morning around 10am a group of old & 
young musos gather for a blow on the terrace of the Surf Club at MacMasters Beach. The kiosk is open 9am for 

breakfast/coffee/lunch. It’s a great spot! For more info call Helena or Steven Hansen 4382 3241

See you Thursdays at the AVO JAZZnPIZZA ! Jazz at Avoca Pizza & Pasta fortnightly 7pm Thurs 4 & 18 
April $9 kids free, BYO 4382 3506. Get Jazz Get Happy…Jiri !  www.harlemswing.com

[Information courtesy of Jazz League newsletter]

http://www.coastalacappella.com
http://jazzleague.net
www.harlemswing.com


Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

Sat 5th ROCKMONSTER at the Avoca Bowling Club, Avoca Beach from 7.30pm 
http://www.rockmonster.com.au

Fri 11th BRACKETS AND JAM Kincumba Mountain from 7.30pm  http://www.bracketsandjam.com
Sat 12th ROCKMONSTER at Wyong Leagues Club, Gorokan. from 

8.30pm http://www.rockmonster.com.au
Sun 13th "KERRIE GARSIDE SOLO" - Gosford Sailing Club http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

Fri 18th BATTLE OF THE BANDS HEAT 2 The Hub Erina Youth Entertainment Venue from 6:30pm 
http://www.thehuberina.com

- MIRRABOOKA Wyong Leagues Club – FREE 8.30pm http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com
Sat 19th ROCKMONSTER at Budgewoi Soccer Club, Buff Point from 7.30 

http://www.rockmonster.com.au
Thu 24th "KERRIE GARSIDE SOLO" - Norah Head Nursing Home - Toukley - 10:30am 

http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
Fri 25th MIRRABOOKA Woy Woy Leagues Club – FREE 8pm  

http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com
- ROCKMONSTER at Munmorah United Bowling Club, Lake Munmorah from 8.30pm. 

http://www.rockmonster.com.au
- ANDREW G at Gwandalan Bowling Club from 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com

Sun 27th - "DUTCH COURAGE" - Sails Stage - The Entrance - 11am-3pm
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
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Sculpture Exhibition
by Art Studio Co-operative

The 9th exhibition is “Central Coast in 3D” and it runs 
through to July 13.

This unique exhibition will feature the works of over 12 
selected sculptors. Details can be found on the website at 

http://www.artstudioscooperative.org/current-exhibition.html

Information courtesy of
ART STUDIOS CO-OPERATIVE LTD

Studios – Gallery – Workshops
391 Mann Street, Gosford NSW 2250

02 4339 3349
www.facebook.com/artstudioscooperative

www.artstudioscooperative.org

The CCAS Winter Exhibition will be taking place 25th-30th July 2014
Opening will be Saturday 26th July at 2pm by Gosford Mayor Lawrie McKinna.

Information courtesy of the website at http://www.artcentralcoast.asn.au

About Arts & Crafts
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Dear Karen

Congratulations to Woy Woy Little Theatre for their Flash Festival playwriting course. I can say without 
hesitation that Alex Broun gave us a great insight into the world of playwrights. I learned so much. Thanks to all of 
the other participants and organisers. Tuition, and my play work-shopped and acted out on stage, gave me an 
excellent source of constructive feedback. Thanks again WWLT. I can't wait until the next one.

Yuley B

Many thanks, Yuley. It’s always lovely to receive feedback on local events that readers have enjoyed.
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About You

About Poets & Writers

FELLOWSHIP OF 
AUSTRALIAN WRITERS 

MEETINGS

The Fellowship of Australian Writers 
meet at Gosford Hotel, 10 am, 

3rd Sunday of the month. 

If you’re interested in writing, please 
contact Helen Luidens on 4363 2627

Information courtesy of Helen Luidens.

Jill Mather presents:

Part 2 of of Jill Mather’s presentation on 
Oscar Wilde takes place at 

Lakes Anglican Church on July 23rd.

Information and image 
courtesy of Jill Mather



The 5 Lands Walk 2014

One of the major events of the Central Coast calendar, the 5 Lands Walk has been celebrating our cultural 
diversity for nine years now. The focus of the event is a walk from Macmasters Beach to Terrigal with a 

ceremonial passing of the ‘message stick’ at each of the five lands along the route, but there’s so much more to 
see with Aboriginal ceremonies, art exhibitions, music and dancing and more! Too often in the past I’ve missed 
this event due to clashing engagements, but this year I was there with my camera. Sadly I only captured a small 

sample of what was on offer, but you can view more of the photos we took that day on the weblog at 
http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2014/06/27/5-lands-walk-2014
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