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AWARD WINNING ENTERTAINMENT!

I’ve been very cultured this month, beginning with a spellbinding concert from Symphony 
Central Coast. Phillip Rutherford's talk beforehand was fascinating and really helped me to 
appreciate the Shostakovich symphony. Phillip is a knowledgeable and entertaining speaker. 
I was blown away by cello soloist, Sally Maer's, sensitive performance and nimble bow work. 
We are so fortunate to have orchestras of SCC's high quality and calibre right here on our 
own doorstep! I’m very much looking forward to their next offering in September. (To learn 
more, visit http://symphonycentralcoast.com.au) Next I had the good fortune to see the 
premiere of Sepia Secrets, an excellent drama from Wyong Drama Group’s new resident 
playwright, Andy Kabanoff, and you can read my full review of the play on page 3. Finally, last 
weekend, I attended the third annual FLASH FESTIVAL. This event has gone from strength 
to strength and Woy Woy Little Theatre’s hard work and dedication has been rewarded with 
great support and full houses. The plays this year were of a high standard and there was a 
good variety from quirky comedy to thought provoking drama. At one point I was even moved 
to tears. Congratulations to Andrew Thomson, Jessica Alex and the cast of Jack and Jill Went 
on A Date (pictured above) who, between them, culled awards for best production, best actor, 
best supporting actor and the People’s Choice Award. (See page 2 for a full list of winners.)

I’m so pleased and proud to live here on the Central Coast where I can enjoy award 
winning arts and entertainment every week of the year!



http://symphonycentralcoast.com.au


AWARD WINNERS 2016

Best use of FLASH theme for 2016 – Wave: Mexican Standoff by Sally Bartley
Best script: Level Pegging by Sally Davies

Best Actress: Yvonne Berry-Porter – Mother Delinquent
Best Actor: Duncan Mitchell – Jack and Jill Went on a Date

Best Supporting Actress: Kellie Martin – The Bridge
Best Supporting Actor: Jole Thomson – Jack and Jill Went on a Date

Judge’s Special Award: Ensemble Work in Mexican Standoff
Best Production – 3rd prize: Level Pegging

Best Production – 2nd prize: Mexican Standoff
Best Production – 1st prize: Jack and Jill Went on a Date

People’s Choice Award: Jack and Jill Went on a Date

To view more photos taken at the ceremony, visit 
https://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2016/07/04/flash-awards-2016

WWLT’s next production, the chilling thriller Wait Until Dark, will open in August at the Peninsula Theatre.
For more details, visit http://www.woywoylt.com.au
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A Review of Wyong Drama Group’s Sepia Secrets

The subject of political refugees is much in the news and often a hotly debated topic. Wyong Drama Group’s 
latest production is a timely reminder that this is not the first time in our history that Australia has been seen as a 
land of hope and refuge by families fleeing from the turmoil and aftermath of war. A historical note in the 
programme recalls that “170,000 came to Australia between 1947 and 1953, living at first in migrant hostels then 
finding work in cities or on projects like the Snowy Mountains Scheme.” Sepia Secrets is the story of one such 
family. Maxim is a young Russian dissident fleeing before the inevitable invasion of Dubrovnik. Leaving behind his 
mother and newly-wedded wife, he joins the British army in the hope of finding eventual passage to a new life in a 
far country, for himself and his bride. He is stationed in a small Austrian village where he becomes a local hero 
when he saves the life of a young boy injured in an explosion. Maxim’s story is seen through the eyes of his son, 
Rob, and through the recollections of the people Rob meets when, years later, he travels through Europe on a 
journey of self-discovery. He learns about the wife Maxim was forced to leave in Dubrovnik, and the young woman 
he befriends in Austria. They are very different women: one is worldly and sophisticated; the other is from a simple 
and homely background, yet she lives with a dark and painful secret. While one clings stubbornly to a rapidly 
fading past, the other is almost fearful of imagining a better future, and these two come to represent the 
competing claims on Maxim’s torn heart. And we wonder which of them is the mother whose living spirit haunts 
the drama, and her son’s thoughts, from her sick bed in Australia as Rob undertakes this final quest on her behalf. 
This is a moving and beautifully crafted tale in which past and present blend, telling two parallel stories that 
eventually come together in a seamless whole.

Sepia Secrets was penned by resident playwright Andy Kabanoff, a retired English and drama teacher with 
many years of theatrical experience as actor, director and writer. This is his eighth publicly performed play. It is 
semi-autobiographical, partly based on the experience of his parents (to whose memory Andy has dedicated this 
premiere performance), but the turmoil and displacement of war are familiar themes to many Australians, past and 
present. Indeed, several senior members of the cast are from migrant families, and their backgrounds add an 
extra level of sensitivity to their performances. There are also some faces among the cast that are new to me. 
Some have years of theatrical experience while others are making their stage debut but I couldn’t tell which 
without checking the programme. All portray their characters capably and sincerely and I look forward to seeing 
more of them in the future. Andy has risen admirably to the weighty challenge of co-directing and acting in his own 
play, giving a gently natural, convincing and engaging performance as Rob.

His co-director is Pollyanna Forshaw who has previously staged memorable productions of Jesus Christ 
Superstar, Eurobeat, and ‘Allo ‘Allo, and they are assisted by the talents of production designer Joshua Maxwell, 
who is known for WDG’s productions of Sweet Road and Two Weeks with the Queen and for the recent Tantrum 
Youth Arts’ projects, Trailer and Periphery. This is a play where the technical effects are an integral part of 
creating the story, and the crew are to be congratulated on their faultless handling of over 400 sound and lighting 
cues. The transition between scenes from past and present flow easily, while the dialogue combines with 
projected film and photography to evoke the atmosphere, scene and history of wartime Europe bestowing an 
almost filmic quality on the unfolding drama. I was delighted by every aspect of this play and extend my kudos to 
the full ensemble. Wyong Drama Group has always benefitted from an exceptional pool of talent and Andy’s skills 
are a significant addition. I look forward to seeing the group performing more of his plays in the future.

Sepia Secrets closes this weekend but tickets are still available online at wyongdramagroup.com.au or by 
calling 1300 665 600. 

The group’s next production, Steel Magnolias, is already in rehearsal and will open at The Grove Theatre in 
August. For more details, please visit https://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2016/07/02/wdgs-next-
production/
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LAST  PERFORMANCES THIS WEEKEND!

Coming Next: 
Gosford Musical Society presents

The Music Man

Fast-talking con artist 'Professor' Harold Hill likes a challenge, and when other salesmen on a train travelling west 
tell him Iowa is the biggest test of all sales skills, he alights at River City and begins to win over the locals with his 
charismatic appeal. Although Marian the librarian doesn't buy his line, Harold convinces many of his potential 
customers that the billiard parlour's new pool table could mean 'trouble in River City' and lead to the corruption of 
the town's youth. His grand scheme to protect the morals of the young ones is to form a children's band. Hill then 
cons the parents into buying instruments and expensive uniforms, and promises he will teach the children to play. 
His intention, of course, is to abscond from River City with their money in his pocket! The delightful musical score 
of classic hit songs includes Til There Was You, Ya Got Trouble, Gary Indiana and Seventy-Six Trombones.
Director Chip Gracia has assembled a talented cast of 100 local performers who will present this extraordinary, 
warm-hearted, funny and captivating show that will appeal to all ages.

Show times:

- Friday 29 July 2016, 8pm
- Saturday 30 July 2016, 2pm
- Sunday 31 July 2016, 2pm
- Friday 5 Auust 2016, 8pm

- Saturday 6 August 2016, 2pm and 8pm
- Sunday 7 August 2016, 2pm

- Thursday 11 August 2016, 8pm
- Friday 12 August 2016, 8pm

- Saturday 13 August 2016, 2pm and 8pm

Information and images courtesy of Laycock Street Community Theatre
To book tickets, visit http://www.gosford.nsw.gov.au/theatres/what's-on or phone: 4323 3233

Adults $42, Concessions / Children $40, Groups 10+ / GMS Members / Theatre Members $38
Information and images courtesy of GMS publicity.
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GOSFORD THEATRE COMPANY
Presents Steve Martin’s

PICASSO AT THE LAPIN AGILE

Don’t miss this joyful venture into the world of art, science and genius as a young 
Albert Einstein and an equally youthful Pablo Picasso meet in a Paris cafe at the 
beginning of the twentieth century to discuss the value of time, colour and rock n roll.

Tickets on sale now:
Laycock Box Office: 43233233

OnLine: www.gosford.nsw.gov.au/theatres

Information and image courtesy of GTC publicity

Jopuka Productions Information Evening

Jopuka Productions is excited to announce they will be hosting an information night on Thursday July 21st at The 
Entrance Leagues Club to introduce Jopuka Productions and discuss the upcoming 2016/17 season. We would 
love for you all to join us. On the night you will be able to hear about our upcoming shows, auditions and other 
events planned for this year and 2017! PLUS hear news of a brand new arts festival for the Wyong region! The 
festival will present a series of workshops, forums, Q&A’s, play readings, theatre shows, music events and much,
much more! It will be an umbrella event with anyone and everyone invited to produce their own event as part of 
the festival! We look forward to seeing you all there. Make sure to share with your friends and family. You don't 
have to be a performer to join the Jopuka family; there are plenty of opportunities for back stage and production 
crew members. For more information, visit http://www.jopukaproductions.com.au

Information and image courtesy of Jopuka Productions publicity.
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Winter Blues & Jazz Festival

The Entrance Town Centre Management are proud to present The Entrance 
Winter Blues and Jazz Festival on Sunday 10th July in Memorial Park at The 
Entrance. There is a fantastic line up this year and it’s all free. Memorial Park 
will come alive and brighten up a cold winters day with Sydney based The 
Honeymakers Big Band kicking the festival off at 10.00am.  Kate Lush who is 
one of Australia’s most outstanding blues & soul vocalists takes to the stage 
at 11.00am. There’s a wonderful joy that comes out of Kate’s music so don’t 
miss out on this opportunity to see her perform.  Mason Rack is next on the 
bill at 12.15pm, Mason is a born entertainer and his energy on stage will be 
infectious. Our jazz headliner is local boy, Liam Burrows, and he and his 
quintet will appear at 1.45pm.  At just 22 years of age, Liam is a truly gifted 
young performer whose amazing talents have certainly kept him in high 
demand. The Black Sorrows headline the festival from 3.15pm and have 
earned the reputation as a dynamic live act. There is a level of accessibility to 
The Black Sorrows that can appeal to even the newest of fans. They continue 
to be one of Australia’s most enduring touring bands and a festival favourite, 
so don’t miss the opportunity to see them live and free on the Memorial Park 
Stage at The Entrance. Get up, close and personal with each of these artists 
for a truly fantastic Winter Blues & Jazz Festival

Date: 10th July 2016
Time: From 10am

Where: Memorial Park, The Entrance
How Much: Free

Information and image courtesy of 
http://theentrance.org.au/whats-on/events

Jubila Singers presents JUBILA JAM,
a short concert of a cappella songs from around 

the world, followed by an invitation to our audience 
friends to join us. Easy songs, no preparation or 
note-reading required. Listeners and participants 
all welcome. Delicious afternoon tea afterwards.

Sunday July 24, 3 pm
Terrigal Anglican Church, 

92 Serpentine Road, Terrigal

Plenty of parking in front and behind the church.

Suggested donation: $10.

Information courtesy of
Jane Becktel

About Music

CENTRAL COAST JAZZ LEAGUE

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm, 
Central Coast Leagues Club, Gosford

For details visit http://jazzleague.net

“Swinging coffee/lunch” overlooking the 
beach…Every Wednesday morning around 10.30am 
a group of old & young musos gather for a blow on the 

terrace of the Surf Club at MacMasters Beach. The kiosk 
is open 9am for breakfast/coffee/lunch. It’s a great spot! 

Jiri’s Harlem Swing new gig, every first Fri of month, 
7-9.30 Ela Mesa Greek restaurant & cafe, Woy Woy.
Jiri’s Harlem Swing play 7pm Thursdays fortnightly

[alternates with Dorian Mode’s Hammond Trio] 
at Avoca Pizza & Pasta 4382 3506 

Dorian’s Hammond Trio is also at Reviver Bar Mann 
St Gosford on alternate Sundays 3.30pm from 20 Mar. 

Cedars Bar & Grill Ilya Ave Erina 7pm 1st Thurs month
Big Band Obsession + vocalists Info 0418678500 

[Information courtesy of Jazz League newsletter]
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The Central Coast Chorale
presents its second concert for 2016:

Lacrimae, “A Mother’s Tears”, on Sunday 7th August at 2.30 pm at 
St Patrick’s Catholic Church in East Gosford. The theme is taken 
from two of the most beautiful settings of the “Stabat Mater” which 
reflects on the sorrow and grief of Mary as she looks up at her son, 
Jesus, dying on the cross. The major work of the program, the 
“Stabat Mater” is by Emanuele d’Astorga, surely one of music’s most 
enigmatic composers, whose life was extraordinary to say the least.
Born into Sicilian nobility, d’Astorga’s precocious musical gifts were 
soon recognized. He worked in Rome, Barcelona, and Vienna 
before fleeing to Lisbon and then into oblivion. He in fact became 
quite a cult figure after his death with plays, books and even an 
opera written about his bizarre life. This is a rare opportunity to hear 
the extraordinary beauty of this work – indeed, it will be the first 
performance in Australia, so the Central Coast will play an important 
part in rescuing this fine composer from obscurity. The Chorale is 
certainly excited about performing this work. The program will also 
contain excerpts from Pergolesi’s haunting “Stabat Mater” and a 
new work “Sunt lacrimae rerum” by Christopher Bowen, all exploring 
the theme of “tears”. We invite all lovers of fine classical music to 
share our journey of discovery, which has unearthed one of music’s 
hidden treasures.

Information and image courtesy of Fiona Lloyd

Art Party Central Coast – The Winter Warmer Edition

Art Party is a global and multidisciplinary platform for emerging artists. Founded in Sydney in 2012, Art Party 
began as a monthly event in Sydney, welcoming performances of musicians, poets, painters, magicians, 
comedians, fire spinners, clowns, rappers, burlesque dancers, VJs, DJs, sculptors, and dancers with a warm 
audience in artist-run spaces. Art Party events are genre-free performance evenings, with supremely talented 
emerging/established artists, looking to connect with fellow-hearted artists. Run on a shoestring and starting out in 
Sydney, this grassroots organisation aims to connect artists all over Australia and the world, create opportunities, 
spread the word, facilitate gig-creation and create art together. Following the huge success of our last popular life 
drawing session, we are running another life drawing session this month. Come along at 7pm, the life drawing 
session is free with your Art Party ticket! Bring your own materials, limited drawing materials will be provided.

When: Saturday 16th July
Time: Doors open 7pm for Life Drawing session and dinner!

Cost: $15 entry / $10 concession (w/ conc card) Tickets available on the door
Where: Tuggerah Community Hall, Anzac Road, Tuggerah (opposite Hungry Jack’s)

Dinner, desserts and bar available for purchase. 
This is a fully licensed event, sorry no BYO
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Open Mic

Sunday 10th July, 5.30pm – 9.00pm, Entry by donation

Got skills? Musicians, dancers, comedians, artists, poets – all welcome!
The Rhythm Hut will be holding auditions for the 2016 edition of ‘The Best of Open Mic’. Those selected from the 

June, July and August auditions will come back to perform again for the ‘Best of Open Mic’ in September.
Thanks to Brent at Rascal Music, each ‘Best of’ finalist will be professionally recorded onto a CD and have a video 

of their live performance uploaded on YouTube!
Registration for each open mic begins at 5:30pm on the night, with performances from 6.00pm. 

Each act is allocated 10min – strictly first in best dressed.
Dinner, drinks and desserts available for purchase on the night.

FREE Rhythm Hut Open Nights

Monday 18th July and Wednesday 27th July, 6.30pm – 8:00pm

Ever wondered what goes on at The Rhythm Hut or wanted to know more about our classes? 
Our open nights are a perfect opportunity to check the place out, sample the classes we have on offer 

and get a feel for what you might like to sink your teeth into in Term 3!
On the night you can expect an introductory taste-tester of both our Djembe and Taiko classes, 

as well as info sessions by our didge and ukulele teachers.

Information and images courtesy of The Rhythm Hut www.therhythmhut.com.au

Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

SAT 9th - ANDREW G Club Umina @ 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
SUN 10th - ANDREW G Club Umina @ 2pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
MON 11th - WAX LYRICAL SONGWRITERS - Tall Timbers Hotel, Ourimbah 

(in the restaurant) 7-9pm http://kerriegarside.com.au
TUE 12th - SHINE - YOUTH TALENT COMPETITION SEMI and GRAND FINAL

at The Hive, Erina from 11am http://www.thehuberina.com
FRI 15th - BATTLE OF THE BANDS 2016  - HEAT 1 

at The Hub, Erina from 7pm http://www.thehuberina.com
- ANDREW G - Wallarah Bay Recreation Club @ 8:00pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/

- ROCKMONSTER - Wyong Rugby League Club 8:30pm https://rockmonstershows.wordpress.com/
SAT 16th - ANDREW G - Canton Beach Sports Club @ 7.30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
FRI 22nd – BRACKETS AND JAM Kincumba Mountain from 7.30pm www.bracketsandjam.com

SAT 23rd - 'KERRIE SOLO' - Bateau Bay Bowling Club, 7:30-11:00pm http://kerriegarside.com.au
SUN 24th - ANDREW G - Lake Munmorah Bowling Club @ 5.00pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/

FRI 29th - 'KERRIE SOLO' - Terrigal Bowling Club, 7-10pm http://kerriegarside.com.au
- ANDREW G Gwandalan Bowling Club @ 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
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Information and images above and left courtesy of ASC publicity

CENTRAL COAST ART SOCIETY
2016 Winter Exhibition & Peoples’ Choice Award

21st to 26th July at The Community Gallery, 
Gosford Regional Gallery, East Gosford.
OPENING HOURS: Daily from 10am to 4pm

Stephen Clarke, Gosford Town Crier, 
will OFFICIALLY OPEN the

CCAS 2016 WINTER EXHIBITION
Friday, 22nd July at 6.30 pm

Please join us for drinks and light refreshments. Our winter 
exhibition will be showcasing the recent works of our members.
It will be a diverse exhibition travelling through different subjects 

and mediums used. Enquiries: Judith Hoste, 4341 7302.

Information courtesy of Coleen Martin (CCAS Publicity)

Above information and image courtesy of Jacqui Stringer
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