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REASONS TO WELCOME WINTER 
 

   As the mercury drops, and the rain drives down in sheets, many of us may be tempted to 
reach for our blankies and settle down in front of the box to enjoy the many new free 
channels, with their wide selection of old programmes, but the Central Coast will have none 
of it!  Too much is happening this month that we can’t afford to miss: there are theatrical 
and musical festivals, displays of youthful talent - shows, concerts, exhibitions and gigs 
galore – so much, in fact, that I literally couldn’t fit it all in this month’s issue.  I’ve had to 
drop the usual photo feature to make space (it’ll be back next month), and limit other items 
that have already been expanded upon on the blog, so please make sure you keep 
checking the online site at http://aboutthecentralcoast.bigblog.com.au for the latest info on 
all that’s happening this month. 
 

THE 5 LANDS WALK 2011 
 
   A unique event takes place on the Coast in June each year when residents and visitors 
hit their stride to celebrate the area’s cultural and ethnic diversity by undertaking a 9km 
walk beginning at Macmasters Beach and continuing through Copacobana, Avoca Beach, 
and North Avoca to conclude at Terrigal.  A co-operative venture between local community 
organisations, the indigenous peoples and multi-cultural communities of the Central Coast, 
the walk is a focus for a variety of activities taking place at each of the townships along the 
route throughout the day.  These include indigenous ceremonial performance, music, 
dance, theatre, food, art and sculpture, photography and historical displays with 
contributions from a variety of cultures – for example, Brazilian, South African, Greek, 
Philippine and South Pacific.  A striking artwork that will remain in place after the event is 
the Land Art on The Skillion at Terrigal. This year’s construction will be a collaboration 
between local Aboriginal artist Gavi Duncan and Greek artist Christine Micos. 
   A significant feature of the walk is the carrying of the ceremonial Message Stick, an 
important symbol of connectivity between people and place which, this year, will be carried 
by Jesse Lifu Bligh, and will bear the message ”the Aboriginal people are the traditional 
custodians of our land, Australia. Their elders past, present and future, hold the memories, 
the traditions, the culture and hopes of Indigenous Australia. A deeper understanding of 
these values carries our hope for a better Australia for all.” 
  The event has been held annually since 2006. This year it takes place on Saturday June 
18th and full details, including registration forms for the walk, programmes of activities and 
exhibitions at each township, and details of related events taking place before and after the 
18th, are available from the 5 Lands Walk website at http://www.5landswalk.com.au. 
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   The rock opera, Jesus Christ Superstar, caused controversy in the 
70s for its challengingly human portrayal of Jesus and his followers, 
with some religious groups urging their members to boycott the movie.  
Nevertheless, the film was a hit and Tim Rice’s powerful lyrics 
combined with Andrew Lloyd Webber’s memorable music ensured the 
show’s continuing success with audiences.  It underwent a revival when a new movie was released in 2000, and it 
is this modern adaptation that has inspired Wyong Musical Theatre Company’s current production. 
   Similarly, the Memorial Hall has undergone a renovation to accommodate the popular show.  To make room for 
the expected numbers, and to create a more intimate connection between stage and audience, the 40 piece 
orchestra has been relocated back stage.  The curtains and overhead rails have been removed to make way for 
the striking set and a specially hired circular lighting rig, and a rock band has been secreted behind the wings 
along with a recording room for offstage chorus. 
   The show has an exciting start that makes full use of the theatre, drawing the audience into the action; I couldn’t 
help but sing along to the rousing chorus number, Hosanna.  The choreography and costuming come into their 
own in the second half as popular numbers such as King Herod’s Song, and the title theme, Superstar add a 
touch of glamour to the production.  The direction is sensitive and suggestive throughout with powerful biblical 
themes being evoked through scenic tableaux that recall iconic images form religious art. Imaginative dramatic 
devices suggest a collective culpability with Judas’ betrayal of Jesus that reels the audience into the moving and 
sometimes chilling moments that lead inexorably to the dramatic conclusion. 
  Jesus Christ Superstar has played to full houses in its opening weekend and promises to be even more popular 
when it concludes this weekend, so book your tickets now on 1300 366 470 if you don’t want to miss out.  As an 
EXCLUSIVE OFFER for tonight’s special performance (Wed Jun 1st), the first 10 respondents to email 
kpeterson2002@optusnet.com.au  will get two tickets for $20 ($10 each). Quote promotional code 275.  
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WMTC RAISES THE BAR 

Jesus Christ Superstar  

Rocks Audiences 

Uniting Productions 
has been set up under the auspices of the Uniting Church to provide a public forum for plays by local authors.  

We meet at the Uniting Church Hall on the 4th Friday of each month to present a rehearsed reading  
and discussion of a new play. 

 
Admission is free; parking is available; tea, coffee, cordial and biscuits are available at intermission or at the end of 

the reading. A gold coin donation is most welcome. 
 

The reading next month, on Friday June 24th, 7.30 pm is 
Passport to Hell 

A film script by Dorian Mode, Directed by Nerida White 
 

Clive is an American magazine travel writer who hates to travel. His forced journey within Australia has disastrous 
results, but he certainly meets some interesting characters. 

[Information courtesy of Uniting Productions Publicity] 

[Images courtesy of WMTC programme and publicity] 
 



 

 
 
   Central Coast Theatrefest is a festival of one act plays that has been hosted annually by Wyong Drama Group 
since 2004. Open to theatre groups from all over New South Wales, it has become a hub for great drama.  It 
presents an opportunity for experimentation and innovation as well as providing an opening for new writers, 
directors and performers. For me, it is one of the highlights of the theatrical year on the Coast.  The plays are 
performed before an adjudicator and, at the end of the festival, awards (affectionately known as Woscars ) are 
presented.  Categories include best play, best director, best acting performances, and there are also awards for 
sets and costuming, and for the best unpublished play. 
  This year the festivities kick off on Friday 24th June with a meet and greet evening for visiting companies, and 
exhibition performances from the young students of Xtract Drama Academy.  On Saturday morning there will be 
an opportunity for visitors to explore the staging area and co-ordinate with Wyong’s technical support, then the 
first session of the festival will begin in the afternoon.  The festival will continue with session two in the evening 
and session three on Sunday morning.  It will conclude with the awards ceremony on Sunday afternoon. 
  There will be two plays from Wyong Drama Group: Tennessee Williams’ play Twenty-seven Wagons Full of 
Cotton directed by Nikki De Vries, and Robyn Weidlich is directing Ruby of Elsinore by Bruce Kane.  The full 
program will be announced shortly on WDG’s website and, of course, details will be announced on the About the 
Central Coast weblog as soon as they are available. 
  In addition to the theatrical entertainment there will be an exhibition of the work of local artist Maxine Johnson 
and a stall provided by the Country Women’s Association.  Refreshments will be provided throughout the 
weekend by Apex 40. 
 
  Tickets will be available at the door. Cost: $10 pe r session or $25 for the whole event.  Attendance a t the 
awards ceremony is free.  For more information visit http://www.wyongdramagroup.com.au  
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ROUBA ELHAGE presents 

an original play  

THE JEWELLERY BOX 
 
   Statistics say 27 million people are held in slavery 
world wide. 1,838 women and children are sold for 
sex daily. That's one sale every 47 seconds. We 
can help restore FREEDOM, JUSTICE and HOPE. 
   Wyong Christian Community School Senior 
Drama students present 'The Jewellery Box', written 
and directed by Rouba Elhage, a play intended to 
create awareness about the ever growing issue of 
human trafficking.  
 Wed 22nd June 7pm 

Thurs 23rd June- 12pm 
Thurs 23rd June- 7pm 
Suitable for high school 
and adult audiences. 
 
$12 –students $18 –
adults. All profits made 
from the performance will 
go to the A21 Campaign. 
To book call 43502020 

[Information courtesy of Rouba Elhage.  For more 
details visit www.quenchtheatre.com For more info 
on the work of A21 visit- www.thea21campaign.org] 
 

 

Grotto Project: 

performance & multimedia 
 
  An exciting initiative of the Creative Arts program at 
Central Coast Campus of the University of Newcastle. 
Featuring original works of local performers and 
university students and staff, artists enjoy a safe 
environment to trial provocative and experimental 
approaches to art making with a public audience. 
  Audiences can expect the unexpected with an 
eclectic range of live, film and multimedia 
performances, ranging from the disturbingly bizarre or 
obscurely esoteric, to the absurdly humorous. Some 
performances may offend, confuse, anger or delight; 
all, however, are likely to be thought provoking. All 
aspects of the event are developed and hosted by 
Creative Arts students under the artistic direction of 
Dr, Jocelyn McKinnon. 
 
Thu 2nd, Fri 3rd,  Sat 4th June, 8pm 
 Drama Studio, Fine Art Building,  
Ourimbah Campus, University of Newcastle 
 
All tickets are $5.00 - For Bookings: 4349 4934  
or 4348 4323 Mon to Fri 9.00am to 5.00pm 
 
This is a strictly ADULTS ONLY event. 
[Information courtesy of the Grotto Project event promo 2011] 



HUNTER VALLEY ACTORS CENTRE 
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Theatrefest Hunter September 2011Theatrefest Hunter September 2011Theatrefest Hunter September 2011Theatrefest Hunter September 2011    
 

Theatrefest Hunter 2011 is a festival and competition of 
one act plays performed by theatre groups from the 
Hunter Region and its surrounds. Last year was the 
inaugural launch at the Cessnock Performing Arts 
Centre and at the awards ceremony, the Central Coast 
theatre groups took out most of the awards! 

 
So all you actors and writers…..get your ACT together 

NOW! 
 

For further details, registration forms, terms and conditions visit http://www.huntervalleyactorscentre.com.au 
[Information and image courtesy of Hunter Valley Actors Centre] 

AUDITIONS 
 

WWLT - THE MOUSETRAP - By Agatha Christie 
 

Auditions are being called for this historic play, which has been running continuously in the U.K. on the 
professional stage for the past 60 years! Director Brendon Flynn has had many years experience both on and off 

the stage. He is looking for 8 cast members to join him at MONKSWELL MANOR where everyone has hidden 
secrets, in this Agatha Christie classic murder mystery. BUT SHHHH, you can’t reveal the ending! 

There are parts for 5 men and three women with ages ranging from 20s to 50s. Auditions will be held on 
WEDNESDAY 22ND JUNE, & MONDAY 27TH JUNE, 2011 at THE PENINSULA THEATRE at 7.30pm.  

PLEASE NOTE DATES HAVE BEEN CHANGED FROM THOSE PREVIOUSLY ADVERTISED. 
Production dates are from Oct 28 - Nov 13, Fridays & Saturdays 8pm, Sundays 2pm and 1 Saturday at 2pm. 

Rehearsals will be Mondays & Wednesdays 7.30pm at The Peninsula Theatre. For more information on 
characters, and audition pieces, please go to our website www.woywoylt.com.au . Further enquiries and audition 

pieces: Brendon Flynn - 0412 290 334, email: bendyboy@tpg.com.au. Email enquiries also to Patrice Horne: 
patrice.horne@gmail.com or message on Facebook. 

 

GMS – FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 
 

This vibrant classic will be staged in October / November - Important dates to consider:   
Information Night - 7:30pm Tuesday June 21st in our Shed; Auditions -   Principals on Tuesday June 28th  By 

appointment with Geoff Buckland on 43284872 - Ensemble on Sunday July 3rd (singing / movement) - Call-backs 
on Tuesday July 5th; Rehearsals begin on Thursday July 14th 

Visit http://www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au  for "Fiddler outline and characters". Audition material will be 
available via the site on June 14th. Information updates will be listed as they come to hand. 
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YOUTH IN PERFORMING ARTS 2011 
THE ACCLAIMED LIVE VARIETY SEASON 

OF FIVE CONCERTS PRESENTS 
 

AN ENSEMBLE CAST OF 
YOUNG MUSICIANS, SINGERS,  

DANCERS AND ACTORS 
SHOWCASING THE CENTRAL COAST'S OWN 

HANDPICKED TALENT 
 

31 May, 1,2,3,4 June at 8 pm 
Adult $19, Conc. $15 Child $12 

 
See stars in the making, catch them before they're famous, and 

experience the breadth of our region's dazzling arts and 
entertainment line-up. 

 
This is the very best of the time-honoured variety entertainment 
format; sample new delights, enjoy old favourites and go home 
with the music in your ears, the beat still thumping in your chest 
and the knowledge that the Central Coast is home to Australia's 

stars of tomorrow. 
 

Box office open Mon to Fri, 10am - 5 pm  43 233 233 
[Image and Information courtesy of YIPA flyer - for more info visit 

www.laycockstreetthatre.com] 

PEARL BEACH MUSIC FESTIVAL 
Music is in the Air at the 

Pearl Beach Music Festival 
 

June long weekend Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th 
Now in its 18th year, the June long weekend will again resound to the sounds of the annual Pearl Beach, 

classical music festival.  The festival has a distinguished track record of bringing some of Australia’s and the 
world’s top artists to the Memorial Hall to present a variety of choral and orchestral music. 

 
Venue: Pearl Beach Memorial Hall, 9 Diamond Road, Pearl Beach 2256 

Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th June - at 2.30pm and 7.30pm daily 
Ticket cost $30 & $35 each performance, children (under 15) $15. 

 
Bookings are recommended – 4343 1455  

Refreshments available. 
Proceeds to community projects and hall maintenance 

 
 PLEASE NOTE: THE JANE RUTTER CONCERT HAS NOW SOLD OUT, BUT TICKETS ARE STILL 

AVAILABLE FOR THE OTHER THREE SHOWS 
 

[Information courtesy of Lynne Lillico, Pearl Beach Progress Ass. 4344 2319] 
 



 
 

5 LANDS WALK EVENTS 
 

Brackets and Jam this month opens the 5 Lands Walk celebrations with music, great food and drum jams.  
Performances from 7.30 pm on Friday 17 June at The Kiosk, Kincumba Mountain Reserve, Island View Dr - $10 

entry - under 16s FREE.  For more info visit http://www.bracketsandjam.com 
 

A Taste of Avoca  - Following the walk and cultural events on Saturday, the Avoca Beach Music and Food 
Festival will take place on Sunday 19 June  featuring a number of bands and performers playing throughout the 

day in the village and on the beach front.   
 

Acts include:   The Red Hot Papas  *  Random Acts of Song  *  The Central Coast Conservatorium Big Band  
*  Viva  *  The French Connection *  The Rhythm *  Andrew Browne  *  Earlwood Greg and the Howling 

WolfGang *  Kim Cheshire and Michael King Method  and including  a drumming performance and workshop 
with the InRhythm Drummers. For more info visit http://www.5landswalk.com.au 

 
And don’t forget the regular 5 Lands Experience  at The Rhythm Hut, this month featuring Kinetic Method on 

Sunday 26 June  from 6.30 pm $5 pre-sale, $10 at the door (children under 14 always free). 
For more info visit http://therhythmhut.com.au 

 
 

TROUBADOUR CENTRAL COAST presents RAPT 
 

CWA Hall Woy Woy 
Sat 25th June @ 7pm 

Entry: $11/$9 includes light supper 
Information 4341 4060 

 
RAPT combine the many musical loves of the band members including 

folk & blues, gypsy jazz, Irish music & tango 
 

Floor spots available and supper provided. 
General admission $11 / Concession $9 / Members $8 / Children free 

with paying adult 
.   

[Information courtesy of Willy Timmerman. Call  4341 4060 AH or 0419 231 319 or visit http://www.troubadour.org.au/folk/index.htm]
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SOUNDWAVES  

CCLC BARBERSHOP CHORUS 

Presents 
 

TOGETHER IN HARMONY CONCERT 
SUNDAY 19TH JUNE 

CENTRAL COAST LEAGUES CLUB  
 

Featuring: 
Soundwaves  - Central Barbershop Chorus 
Novatones  - Newcastle Harmony Chorus 

& New Ladies Group “Ms Behavin”  
Concert will commence at 3pm 

Parkside Room, Central Coast Leagues Club  
Adults: $20.00 Pensioners/Children: $15.00 

 
[Information courtesy of Soundwaves. For all enquiries contact 
Ray Bale on 02 4329 5314 or email: randtbale@bigpond.com] 

{ 

Classical Indian Music Classical Indian Music Classical Indian Music Classical Indian Music 

Concdert with Bobby SinghConcdert with Bobby SinghConcdert with Bobby SinghConcdert with Bobby Singh    
 

An intimate evening of traditional 
Indian music with the renowned 

Bobby Singh on Tabla and Adriane 
McNeil on Sarod.  

Tickets at the door $25p.p. 
Please bring a cushion to sit on. (A 

small number of chairs are available, 
please let us know) 

 
Yogaways Terrigal Studio 
First Floor, 7 Hudson Lane 

Terrigal, Australia 
 

Sunday, June 19 · 5:00pm - 8:00pm 
 

[Info courtesy of Mardi Bell, event promo] 
 



CLASSICAL, BIG BAND & JAZZCLASSICAL, BIG BAND & JAZZCLASSICAL, BIG BAND & JAZZCLASSICAL, BIG BAND & JAZZ    
 

FREE JAZZ  every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm at Central Coast Leagues Club – for details visit 
www.jazzleague.net 

 
LIVE AND COOKIN’ @ LIZOTTE’S  Kincumber, Saturday  4th - Brian’s Chilli Crab & Jazz with Rodric White 
and Luke Gallen Quartet ;  Thurs 23rd, 8.30-10.30pm vocalist Sandie White with Rodric White  piano/vocal 
in “GERSHWINesque”, Tickets $23 + meals a la carte. For details visit www.lizottes.com.au/live or tel:4368 

2017 
 

CENTRAL COAST CONCERT BAND  presents Winter Blues and Swing  at Laycock Street Theatre Sunday 
5th from 2pm. Bookings: 4323 3233 Laycock Street Theatre Box Office. Visit www.laycockstreettheatre.com 

for more details. 
 

CENTRAL COAST CONSERVATORIUM  presents: 
 

 
 

Music for All Ages  - Monday 13th from 2.30 pm at Toukley Senior Citizens Centre, introducing the Symphony 
Orchestra to young people with a program of favourite melodies. 

 
Mysteries of the Masters 2- 'Opera through the Ages ' Sunday 19th  from 5 pm 

at Gosford Regional Gallery – includes live music and dance, entry to Gosford Regional Gallery exhibitions, 
and light refreshments 

 
[Image and information courtesy of CCC website.  

Visit http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au for more details.] 

    

Other Other Other Other Great GigsGreat GigsGreat GigsGreat Gigs This Month This Month This Month This Month        
(visit links for full details) 

 
Fri 3rd  – MIRRABOOKA  at Randalls on The Beach, Killcare – dinner/show  

http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com  
- NOTHING SACRED at Jacks Bar, Erina - from 8:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au 

Sun 5th – LIANNA ROSE & BAND at Catho Pub, Catherine Hill Bay from 1.30 pm http://liannarose.net  
Sat 11th - PAUL ROBERT BURTON TRIO  Free House Concert at Patrick Maguire 

RSVP event 1/24 Carrol Avenue, East Gosford enquiries 0403 898 060 http://www.paulrobertburton.com  
  - THE EVOLVRS - Brackets and Jam North - from 7pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au  

Sun 12th   – 10 bands in 10 hours at Jacks Bar, Erina, from midday 
 I MIRRABOOKA  & NOTHING SACRED http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com; 

http://www.kerriegarside.com.au  
Sat 18th - NOTHING SACRED - Mingara Recreation Club - 8:00-12:00am http://www.kerriegarside.com.au  

Sat 25th  - MIRRABOOKA  at Canton Beach Sports Club, 7.30-10.30pm (hit n miss) 
http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com  

Sun 26th - THE EVOLVRS at The Fubah, Copacabana - 2:00-5:00pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au  

    

Page 7 



 

 
 
Dear Karen 
  
   Uniting Productions’ monthly rehearsed play reading presentation on 27th May featured another great play by a 
local Central Coast author - Boxed by Frank Hatherley.  Frank certainly is a master wordsmith – his dialogue is 
well written and he tells his stories succinctly, not a word too many nor a word too few. 
   The unusual format of Boxed worked very well – a poem and 3 short plays, linked by the currently appropriate 
theme of modern technology – email, internet and chat rooms.  I particularly liked the way the opening poem 
linked on into the final play. The five readers were well chosen and thoroughly believable as each of the 11 
characters. I look forward to seeing a staged production of Boxed very soon. Congratulations to all.  Nerida W 
 
[Submissions are subject to alteration and editing to fit space requirements] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE NEWCASTLE POETRY PRIZE deadline is JUNE 10 th.  For details, and news of CREATIVE WRITING 

COURSES & WORKSHOPS visit http://aboutthecentralcoast.bigblog.com.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About the Central Coast  is created © KAREN RACTLIFFE (ABN 77 352 061 703) and distributed free to subscribers monthly.  All opinions are the responsibility of the 
editor, except where otherwise stated.  The editor takes no responsibility for late changes to event information. Enquiries about@y7mail.com For more info visit 

http://aboutthecentralcoast.bigblog.com.au  
 

PRIVACY POLICY: All addresses are kept confidential.  To unsubscribe, send reply e-mail with ’unsubscribe’ in the subject line 
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About About About About ArtArtArtArtists and Writers!ists and Writers!ists and Writers!ists and Writers!    

CENTRAL COAST ART SOCIETY 
 

June 18th - July 2nd 
CCAS 40th Anniversary Exhibition 

in the Centre Court, Imperial Centre, Gosford 
 

Our paintouts are Each Tuesday,  
Starting 9am to 9.30am. 

Take your materials, morning tea, and lunch. 
Next: June 7th at Hargraves Park, East Gosford 

 
[Information courtesy of CCAS website 

http://www.artcentralcoast.asn.au]  
 

JILL MATHER PRESENTS . . . 
 

Put the ring around 22nd June and come along to 
the Toukley Library - which is currently being 

refurbished (a great book sale on there, too) for my 
a talk about the publishing and writing process.   
10.30 at the library.  Then why not have a bite of 

lunch and come along to the Anglican Church Hall 
at Kanwal en route home, and join in another 
discussion about Edith and Osbert Sitwell, the 
eccentric English Poets.   1pm.   Afternoon tea 

included for $5. [Information courtesy of Jill Mather]    


