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About the Central Coast 
Welcomes Two New Sponsors! 

   I am very pleased and excited to introduce my first two sponsors:  Kevin Booth, of Booth’s Motor 
Group, and John Pastor of Outstanding Results Pty Ltd. 
   Long-time member of GMS and supporter of local theatre, Kevin was Rose Cooper’s first sponsor 
when she started What E-News.  He supported Rose’s newsletter for seven years, and he was the 
first to offer his support to About ezine as I was launching the first issue.  Booth’s Motors, located at 
Gosford and Tuggerah, have been helping Central Coast drivers get on the road for over 70 years. 
If you’re in the market for a car at the moment, check out the website.  They’re currently offering a 
great deal on the Hyundai Getz. 
   John offers a range of services that include coaching in public speaking, and a specialised grant 
writing service for Not-For-Profits.  He also supplies a range of certified organic products through 
www.organicsoz.com.  John has recently introduced me to Synergy BizNet, a business networking 
site that offers powerful promotional tools for businesses of all kinds.  I’m impressed with what he’s 
shown me so far, and I’m anticipating it’ll be a great help to me in producing the ezine.  If you’re in 
business, it could help you too.  Give John a call if you’d like to know more. 
   I’m so stoked to have Kevin and John on board at the beginning of this new adventure.  They’re 
both wonderful guys, and I’m very grateful for their generous support.  I hope this will be the start of 
a long and fruitful relationship.  
 

This Month’s Highlights 
 

Two great shows from WWLT and GMS,  
and  a reading of Allan Bennett from UP  

see pages 2 & 3 
 

A treat for jazz lovers – p.5 
 

News of the Gosford Regional Show 
 .  . . and more! 
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Beleaguered Woy Woy pulls off The Underpants 

 

John Hickey, director of Doubt, demonstrates his versatility once again with  
an outstanding production of a Carl Sternheim satire, adapted by Steve Martin 
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    WWLT’s presentation of this witty and mischievous satire betrayed no sign of the drama that had 
taken place behind the scenes.  All the performances were delightful and no one could have guessed 
from Steve Killeen’s assured delivery that he’d had a mere week to prepare. The cast were clearly 
enjoying their roles and the hilarious script, as was the audience.  Adam Young in particular, as the 
flamboyant and loquacious Versati, would have made Steve Martin proud. 

    

 

       Woy Woy Little Theatre deserves huge congratulations for successfully opening with The Underpants last Friday after 
sudden illness forced the last minute withdrawal of one of the leading actors.  Shaun Tinkler, who was to play Theo Maske, 
suffered a heart attack after the dress rehearsal and is now recovering in hospital following surgery.  We wish him well and 
hope he returns to strength quickly. And kudos to Steve Killeen who stepped into the breach so that, after a delay of just 
one week, the show could go on.   

Fresh Faces for Modern Millie 
 

Gosford Musical Society stages a new musical  
with music by Jeanine Tesori and lyrics by Dick Scanlan 

    It’s the time of flappers and speakeasies, and Millie is a small town girl from Kansas with big city 
pretensions.  She fancies herself as a modern woman and she’s in New York to find herself a rich 
husband.  She sets her sights on her boss, the wealthy Trevor Graydon III, but a footloose young 
man named Jimmy, a wealthy heiress posing as an orphan, and a sinister landlady all have other 
ideas.  Complications ensue when Millie finds herself involved in the white slave-trade and a world 
where nobody and nothing is as it seems. 
   Thoroughly Modern Millie, a new stage show based on the 1967 movie, won the Tony Award for 

best musical when it was first produced on Broadway in 2002.  Now Gosford Musical Society is bringing it to the Central 
Coast and, in line with Modern Millie’s new look, a number of new principals are being introduced in lead roles. The young 
romantic leads are played by former GMS Juniors.  Jade McCudden (Millie) has had supporting roles in Oklahoma, Pajama 
Game and Anything Goes but this is her first leading role in a Seniors show.  Daniel Ceh, who has also had supporting roles 
in GMS Juniors and chorus in senior productions, stepped up to the plate as Jimmy when a cast member left six weeks into 
production. Others getting their first big break with GMS include Anthea Conyngham (Miss Dorothy) and Rose Cooper, who 
has graced the GMS stage many times but this is her first principal role with the society, as the mysterious Mrs Meers.  And 
the new faces are ably supported by GMS regulars such as Sally Loughnan as Muzzy Van Hossmere, and Neil Kelleher as 
the rich and eligible Trevor Grayden.   
   This intriguing mix of the fresh and the familiar is guaranteed to be thoroughly enjoyable.  Directed by Erin Cook with 
musical director Geoff Preece and choreorapher Kate Pareaux, Thoroughly Modern Millie opens at Laycock Street Theatre 
on March 11th.  For more details and to purchase tickets visit http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com 
    
[Image courtesy of http://www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au ] 
 
 

    Many elements contributed to the enjoyment of a show that was colourful in many senses. Christine Vale’s stylish set 
design neatly established the tone of the piece, and captured the imagination from the offset.  Rich and vibrant costuming 
from Fran Armstrong and Margaret Ford added to the visual spectacle, and the mood was enhanced by the German  
“oompah” music, which the audience enjoyed clapping along to at the close of each Act.   The Underpants now continues 
until March 12th.  Book your tickets now to avoid missing out on this highly entertaining show. Call 4344 4737 or 4323 3233 
or book online at www.laycockstreettheatre.com .   [Image courtesy of WWLT]   

http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com/�
http://www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au/�
http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com/�


 
 Page 3 

New theatre group unites 
 playwrights and audience 

 

   Dr Jean Harkins of the University of Newcastle very kindly sent me the following review 
of Uniting Productions’ January reading, Fine Lines by Jill Mather 

   The January play reading by Uniting Productions was “Fine Lines: A play in three parts”, by local playwright and 
author Jill Mather, directed by Mary Middleton and presented on 28 January in the Uniting Church Hall, Gosford. Rosie 
(read by Megan McGowan) lives with her feisty ageing mother, Patsy (Margaret McGowan). Rosie clings to the 
dreams of her youth, and yearns for more romance than she has with the somewhat self-centred Errol (Graham King), 
whose life revolves around his truck and his job with the mines. 
   In one sense these people seem to be going nowhere, yet their story allows the playwright to give us some very witty 
insights into ordinary lives, with which almost all viewers can find some identification. Jill Mather’s ability to write 
convincing dialogue for both men and women in the Australian vernacular provided many delightful moments for 
readers and audience alike. There were also some clear illustrations of the usefulness of play reading for the ongoing 
development of a play, where an occasional awkward phrase or plot transition was apparent. 
   It is in the nature of play reading that it is reading, not acting, but the two women were very much in character. Errol’s 
stolid personality made him harder to find a voice for, but his eloquence about his intimacy with his truck was a 
highlight of the evening. The role of a Narrator (Roxanne Young) was useful in indicating the background and setting 
that would be more fully represented on stage than in a reading. Originally set in central Queensland, the play’s 
background of job concerns and union activism in the mines gave it local relevance for many. The reading was 
followed by lively discussion, with much positive feedback and helpful suggestions from many audience members as 
well as the readers. The free and open, yet very supportive exchange of views among all participants was outstanding, 
and must be a great help to playwrights in their ongoing work. The welcoming venue, with its intimate but well 
constructed stage and new lighting, encouraged the audience to imagine how the play would work if fully staged. This 
splendid opportunity for playwrights to have their work read for an informed and appreciative audience is a remarkable 
service to the arts community, and long may it continue. 
 
Dr Jean Harkins, Lecturer in Linguistics 
University of Newcastle 
 
Uniting Productions presents play readings at 7.30 pm at the Gosford Uniting Church hall on the 4th Friday of 
each month.  On Friday 25th March Greg Woolnough will read Making Sandwiches from the Talking Heads 
series by English playwright, Alan Bennett.  Admission is free but a gold coin donation is requested for 
refreshments at interval. 
 
[Image courtesy of Uniting Productions’ press releases] 
 

UPCOMING SHOWS 
 

Here are just some of the shows that will be featured in coming months, 
 

WWLT – A Season of One Act Plays (May),  Boy Gets Girl (July), The Mousetrap (Oct)     WDG – Little Women  (April) 
GMS – Bugsy Malone,  Spamalot       UP – Tales of Beatrix Potter (April)      WMTC – Jesus Christ Superstar (May) 

 
Central Coast Theatrefest and Theatrefest Hunter are currently seeking expressions of interest  

for their festivals in June and September respectively. 
 

For more details about these items you can visit http://aboutthecentralcoast.bigblog.com.au any time. 

http://aboutthecentralcoast.bigblog.com.au/�


 
 
 
 

AUDITIONS 
 

 
WWLT’s BOY GETS GIRL By Rebecca Gilman 

 
Director Barbara Hickey will be holding auditions for Boy Gets Girl on March 8 and 10, 2011 at 7.30 pm at The Peninsula Theatre in Woy 
Woy. Several actors are required to fill various roles: 4 males aged from 30-70 and 3 females aged from 20-50. Production dates are from 

15-31 July, 2011. For more information on characters and audition pieces, please phone Barbara Hickey on 4341 2931. 
 

WWLT’S  Season of One Act Plays 
 

Woy Woy Little Theatre will be holding auditions for the Season of One Act Plays on March 15th at the Peninsula Theatre at 7.30pm. We 
have four plays with many varying roles to fill. Auditions are open to age groups from around late teens/20yrs – 70. Production dates are 

6th - 15th May, 2011. For more information, please contact Barbara and John Hickey on 4341 2931. 
[Information courtesy of http://www.woywoylt.com.au ] 

 
Youth in Performing Arts 

 
YIPA is a series of high quality variety concerts, inclusive of all types of entertainment, featuring youth with outstanding talent drawn from 

across the Central Coast. Auditions for this year's five YIPA concerts (31 May - 4 June), will be held this month at: Peninsula Theatre, Woy 
Woy, 9am to 5pm, Sunday 13 March; Community Centre, Blue Haven, 9am to 5pm, Sunday 20 March; Laycock Street Theatre,Don Craig 

Room, 9am to 5pm, Sunday 27 March. For further information and details contact Shannon Curtis, tel. 4323 7299 or email 
Shannon.curtis@gosford.nsw.gov.au 

 [Information courtesy of http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com/whats_on.html] 
 

Gosford Musical Society’s  Spamalot  Information Night 
 

Wednesday March 16th at 7:30 at our GMS Shed, Laycock St.  
[Information courtesy of www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au] 

 
Pantseat Productions’  "Avenue Q" 

 
Auditions will be held on 5th and 12th March and each audition will be 15 mins in length. Each auditionee will be required to perform a 

character song and prepare a section of script from the show that will be sent when an audition time is booked.  Due to the nature of the 
show, some knowledge of character style and voice would be helpful. The season will run from 23rd September to 1st October for 8 

performances at The Playhouse. Rehearsals will commence on 6th of June - maximum of two rehearsals a week (Monday, Wednesday or 
Saturday afternoon). Director: Daniel Kavanagh, Musical Director: Lia Pati. To book an audition time please contact Lia on 0418 684849 or 

Email: pantseatproductions@hotmail.com 
[Information courtesy of Newcastle Theatre Network] 

 
 

CASTING CALL FOR CENTRAL COAST FILM 
 

Round 1 Casting call for SENIOR directed by Nick Danger 
 

Shooting in April and May, the movie features a day and night in the lives of 6 teenagers and their friends.  Roles for 4 males and 8 
females, ages ranging from 15 to 35.  Those wishing to apply must send a headshot and CV with contact details to Joshua Aspinall at 

jopukaproductions@gmail.com or joshualuke@iinet.au  
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Community in Concert 
 

   It seems every time we look at the news at the moment there’s a fresh disaster unfolding.  Even as we 
witnessed the devastation in Queensland the news came of further flooding in Victoria, then fires in WA, 
and now the appalling scenes in Christchurch where the death toll rises daily.  Words can’t convey the 
horror we see all around us, but the community still finds ways to reach out and express compassion 
and support for those suffering here in Australia and, now, across the water in New Zealand. 

   Perhaps the greatest comfort that comes in the wake of any ill wind is the reminder of the humanity 
people are capable of, and the sacrifices they’re prepared to make to help others. In the past month the 
arts community of the Central Coast have mobilised a mammoth effort to raise funds for the flood 
victims.  The Rough Diamonds organised no less than three concerts at Diggers (The Entrance), 
Morisset and Cessnock.  Bands turned out in baking heat for the SEA FM concert at the Beachcomber 
Resort, and pouring rain for the F.R.E.E event at The Entrance. All over the Coast venues donated 
space, performers their time and energy, and local businesses gave hampers full of prizes for raffles.   
   The outpouring of generosity is matched only by the astounding diversity of local talent that has 
graced Central Coast stages in the process: from rock bands such as OMG! and October Rage, to 
country stars like Lianna Rose and Dwayne Elix; from jazz to soul to folk and bluegrass.  And it wasn’t 
just musicians; actors, improv performers, DJs, MCs, comedians, magicians and more played their part. 
  The combined funds from the TRD concerts, and the events at Toukley, The Entrance and Avoca were 
in the region of $35,000, and that’s just from the ones I know about.  Local theatres have also donated 
and are still donating takings from theatrical performances and, of course, there are the private gifts that 
have been made to official help-lines.  The full contribution of the Central Coast community cannot be 
counted, but we know it will be felt.  

Above left: Cec Van der Kamp from The Rough Diamonds 
 
Above right: Lianna Rose, and Mark Cashin from The Little 
Hussies 
 
Left: Dwayne Elix, Chris Koelma, Luke Aloyisius Gallen and 
Simon Heffernan 

Thursday, March 24 @ 8 pm 
at Robert Knox Hall, Central 
Coast Conservatorium presents 
 

The Jazz Years  
 
Two giants of Australian Jazz Guitar,  
George Golla and Don Andrew  
perform music by Cole Porter, 
Rodgers & Hart and Beyond. 
 
Tickets: $ 25 Adults / $15 Students/Child  
Bookings: 4324 7477 
 
[Information courtesy of CCC Newsletter] 

Other Great Gigs this Month 
 

Thurs 3rd  “MIRRABOOKA” – CC Acoustic Awards, The Hive, Erina – from 
5.30 pm 

Sat 5th  - "NOTHING SACRED" – Jack’s Bar, Erina - from 8:30 pm 
Sun 6th  - "THE EVOLVRS" - The Fubah, Copacabana - from 1 pm 

http://kerriegarside.com.au 
Sun 6th and every Sunday – FREE JAZZ at Central Coast Leagues Club 

from 2 to 5 pm www.jazzleague.net 
Fri 18th  “BRACKETS AND JAM” Kincumber from 7.30 pm 

http://www.bracketsandjam.com.au 
Sat 26th  - "NOTHING SACRED" – Jack’s Bar, Erina - from 8:30 pm 

http://kerriegarside.com.au 
Sat 26th  - “FAIRLIGHT FOLKERS” at The Troubador Club from 7 pm 

http://www.troubadour.org.au 
Sun 27th  “5 LANDS EXPERIENCE” at The Rhythm Hut from 6.30 pm 

http://www.therhythmhunters.com 

http://kerriegarside.com.au/�
http://www.jazzleague.net/�
http://www.bracketsandjam.com.au/�
http://kerriegarside.com.au/�
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About Arts & Crafts 
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   It had been a while since I’d last visited The Entrance on market day so I received quite a surprise when I 
wandered down recently to check out the stalls of some friends of mine.  The Farmers Market has expanded 
considerably in recent years to fill the whole of The Entrance foreshore.  Everywhere I looked rows of tents and 
tables were filled with products of all kinds.  The range was quite astounding.  There must have been over a 
hundred stalls selling local fresh produce, crafts, gifts and all manner of weird and wonderful items; there’s 
everything from blacksmiths to soap makers, mosaic artists, tutu makers and musical equipment suppliers. I was 
particularly intrigued by a stall called “Creepy Critters” that was selling baby scorpions. There are also purveyors 
of comestibles to supply your appetites while you browse.  There are hot dogs and burgers; cakes, cookies and 
muffins; pancakes and home made fudge; and, if you so desire, you can wash all this down with an organic green 
coffee. Add to all this live music from a resident jazz band and you can really make a day out of it. 
   My friends, Yvonne and Terry, whom I met through their work with the theatrical community, are also gifted with 
their hands.  Terry is best known as a writer and director but she is also a talented seamstress who can turn her 
hands to all kinds of needlework and embroidery.  She has provided costuming and set dressings for a number of 
Central Coast shows.  In fact, she provided the beautifully embroidered dressing for the stall that day, but she 
was principally there to sell her range of colourful and fun handbags each of which is hand crafted with an eye for 
detail, style and flare.Yvonne is a skilled jewellery maker who utilises gemstones, artisan glass and mixed media 
to create a diverse range of hand crafted and custom made products such as necklaces, bracelets, earrings, 
mandalas, dogtags, bookmarks, wirework, chakra and meditation jewellery.  Yvonne describes herself as “an 
obsessive jewellery artist with an intuitive approach. I have a great love of beauty in all its strange forms. I 
especially enjoy creating individual pieces that express meaning.  I have been making unique jewellery pieces for 
the past 5 years or so. I began with an eBay store- Jewelpersonality- and have sold my work all over the world. 
My main slant has been creating metaphysical jewellery for enrichment, and more recently I've been exploring 
mixed media, wirework, art glass, wearable art and metals. I have a new store, Von Von Voom, on Etsy.com 
where I will be listing new work as it appears.” 
   The Entrance Farmers and Craft Market is held on the 1st and 3rd  Saturday each month, from 8 am to 1 pm 
“rain, hail or shine” at Memorial Park, corner of Coral Street and Marine Drive.  For details or bookings call (02) 
4930 5156 or 0427 630 144, email  finefoodmarket@bigpond.com , website www.theentrancemarket.com.au. 
Enquiries about Yvonne’s and Terry’s products may be addressed to about@y7mail.com . 
 
 

Creative Crafts and “Creepy Critters” 
 

The Entrance Farmers Markets are full of surprises! 

 

Coming Soon! 
 

 
 

The event of the year is coming to Gosford Showground April 30th and May 1st, 
with fun for all the family: rides for the kids AND mum and dad; a wide array of 
displays and competitions; a full day equestrian event and more; live bands and 
performers; reptile and animal shows - all that and a firework display as well! 

 
 To view the media launch information pack with full details of the event, 

including entry forms for the Junior Talent and Gosford Showgirl quests visit  
the blog on http://aboutthecentralcoast.bigblog.com.au 

 

mailto:finefoodmarket@bigpond.com�
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     I’d like to thank everyone who sent me messages of support and encouragement after the launch of the first issue.  
There were too many to print individually but I’ve quoted a few who made specific comments below.  I’ve tried to 
incorporate feedback and suggestions into this month’s issue, and I’d especially like to thank Rose Cooper and Peter 
Deane for advice that has helped me to improve the appearance of the magazine.  A couple of you expressed surprise 
about the absence of items you were expecting to see.  Please remember that About the Central Coast has two 
sources of information, the ezine and the weblog, and space in the magazine is limited.  The ezine will continue to 
feature events taking place in the month of its issue, but press releases and notices go up on the blog as soon as 
they’re received and stay there until the event has passed.  If I’ve genuinely missed something, my apologies.  I’m still 
gathering the threads of new information.  I will keep checking the websites for upcoming news, but if you really want 
to be sure I promote your event – tell me about it!  

 
 
Congratulations on your first edition of “About the Central Coast”. Such a good read and, apart from the marvellous 
items, loved the photography about Elizabeth Bay etc. (Sue and Bob W) 
 
I just read your 1st issue of the new ezine and loved it. I especially liked the info about the music gigs that are 
happening on the Central Coast. Good luck with the new venture. (Julie M) 
 
Picked up the newsletter from Rose's email. Fantastic. A lot of great information. I didn't realise Munmorah was so 
beautiful. Congratulations. (Denise P) 
 
Congratulations on your new role. We’re new owners of Riley’s B&B in Avoca and would definitely still love to have 
your newsletters. They are vital to our business and our guests are very interested in learning about the coast and what 
events are on in the area. (Hayley W) 
 
I happened upon a band on Saturday night at The Bayview in Woy Woy called the Love Handles (where, by the way, 
damn good pub fare is on offer these days...I know, who knew?) We weren't sure how these blokes were going to go 
when they were setting up but, being a bit closer to the geriatric side of life myself, I thought I'd give them a go. They 
were brilliant! All musos from way back! Lots of good rock ‘n roll from the 70s through to the 90s. I've forgotten how 
great it is to hear good live music with real drumming, saxophone, kick ass guitar playing and NOTHING electronic! 
Catch these guys if you can....don't be put off by the name. They will rock your socks off. BTW, loved your photos of 
Munmorah. (Sharon H) 
 
It's always good to see bands touring as well as local bands. I should like to praise The Official Blues Brothers Revue 
who appeared at Mingara recently. They looked like them, sang like them, danced like them and there was great 
audience participation. A fun night was had by all! (Paul R) 
 
What a delight it was to see something different around Valentine's Day at Avoca Theatre. Instead of a movie, we were 
able to enjoy a series of short plays by the newly formed Hurlyburly Theatre Group. Each play took a different look at 
love. What was great to hear was a group of people sitting nearby, who were regular movie goers, saying how much 
they enjoyed the show as live theatre and as something different. Like us, they just "loved it".  (Christine V) 
 
 

Thanks for your letters everyone.  I continue to welcome your feedback at all times. Ed. 
 
[Submissions are subject to alteration and editing to fit space requirements] 
 
 

About You! 
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St Fiacre Distillery 
 

St Fiacre Distillery, formerly known as the Fragrant Garden, is nestled on two and a half acres of beautiful grounds between The Entrance 
Road and Terrigal Drive.  It’s accessible by a long driveway that’s easy to miss if you’re not looking for it.  And that would be a pity because 

then you’d never see these picturesque gardens, open from Wednesday to Sunday, 10 am to 5 pm.  For more info and a map of the 
location visit http://st-fiacredistillery.com  

 
 
 

 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

About the Central Coast  is created © KAREN RACTLIFFE and distributed free to subscribers monthly.  All opinions are the responsibility of the editor, except where 
otherwise stated.  The editor takes no responsibility for late changes to event information. Enquiries about@y7mail.com For more info visit 

http://aboutthecentralcoast.bigblog.com.au  
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