
Issue #38 May 2014

CONTENTS

Theatre ……………………………………… p.2
Music ...……………………………………… p.5
Arts, Crafts & Writers ……………………… p.7

This month’s highlights!
A review of WMTC’s Hair p.2

WWLT’s A Streetcar Named Desire p.3

YIPA 2014 p.6

SeaCup Short Film Fest p.4

The Gosford Regional Show p.8

One of the most exciting projects involving the Performing Arts on the Central Coast is being 
launched by Woy Woy Little Theatre, with the support of Gosford City Council’s Arts and 
Entertainment division. It’s FLASH – the “creative short play festival”. 

But what makes Woy Woy Little Theatre’s FLASH different from other short play festivals is the 
concept is divided into two parts: “Flash Creative” and “Flash Festival”. “This is a truly exciting and 
progressive step forward for Woy Woy Little Theatre together with all aspiring writers, actors and 
directors on the Central Coast and beyond,” said group president, Christine Vale. FLASH Creative falls 
into three different creative fields: writing, acting and directing. “Three weekends of workshops have 
been arranged under the guidance and direction of three highly experienced professional tutors.”

Internationally acclaimed writer Alex Broun will conduct the FLASH Writing workshop from Friday 
night June 13 until Sunday June 15. The FLASH Acting workshop will combine the talents of vocal 
coach Gabrielle Rogers and acting tutor Johann Walraven, to be held on Saturday June 28 and 
Sunday June 29, while experienced director Aarne Neeme will host the FLASH Directing workshop on 
Saturday and Sunday August 23 and 24. “All workshops will only be open to a limited number of 
participants and observers,” said Christine who anticipates places will book quickly. “The exciting part 
about FLASH is that many of those involved in FLASH Creative will also be part of the FLASH Festival 
itself,” said Christine. “It’s a great opportunity for local writers, actors, directors and audiences so Woy 
Woy Little Theatre is hoping to get many people involved,” 

The FLASH Festival of 5 to 15 minute plays will be performed at Woy Woy’s Peninsula Theatre in 
early October. “Woy Woy Little Theatre is investing thousands of dollars in FLASH funding as a way of 
contributing and developing the theatrical talents of writers, actors and directors from the Central 
Coast and we are pleased to acknowledge the full support and encouragement of Gosford City 
Council. “Involvement in Flash Creative workshops is open to those from 18 to 80 plus but places are 
limited and will be allocated upon receipt of applications and the small fee payment,” said Ms Vale. 
More information about Flash and applications to enrol are available on the Woy Woy Little Theatre 
website: www.woywoylt.com.au or you can phone our theatre hotline – 4344 4737 – leave a message 
and a Flash volunteer will get back to you as soon as possible.

Pictured right are Christine Vale (WWLT President) David 
Wicks (WWLT Marketing) and Annie Bilton (WWLT Vice 
President) celebrating the launching of FLASH.

Information and images courtesy of WWLT publicity. For 
more details, please call Christine Vale on 0417 388 251 or 
David Wicks on 4365 2775.

www.woywoylt.com.au


A Review of Wyong Musical Theatre Company’s last show in the Wyong 
Memorial Hall: Hair, directed by Karen and Peter Pendleton; musical directors 

Jude Hulson-Calvert and Ben Ross; choreography by Brooke Harvey.

Last weekend saw the opening of the final show to be performed in the Wyong 
Memorial Hall which will shortly be demolished to make way for the proposed “Art 
House”, a new multi-purpose cultural venue that the council hopes to have completed 
by December 2015. Resident theatrical companies Wyong Drama Group and Wyong 
Musical Theatre Company will be spending the interim at nearby North Road. “We are 
temporarily relocating to the Wyong Grove Public School site for our next three 
productions,” says WMTC president, Fred Roome, “the first being our junior show of 
the year ‘The Little Mermaid’ to be performed in the September school holidays.” 

But first, the company are saying their final farewell to the Memorial Hall, and they’re going out in style with the hit rock 
musical, Hair. This ground breaking show, penned by James Rado and Gerome Ragni with music by Galt MacDermot, won 
the Tony Award for Best Musical Revival when it debuted off-Broadway in 1967 and many of the show’s songs became 
popular chart toppers. It was critically acclaimed for its dramatic innovations that challenged conventional expectations of 
theatre in terms of plot and character arc, tumbling over and through the fourth wall to engage with the audience. 

Eschewing a traditional plotline, Hair begins like a revivalist show with the characters performing directly to the audience. 
Such story as there is revolves around a group of hippies squatting in Central Park, New York in the late nineteen-sixties. The 
first act serves to introduce the audience to the central character, Claude, who is struggling to decide what to do about being 
drafted to serve in Vietnam. We also meet his racially and sexually diverse group of friends and gain an impression of their 
complex relationships. The second act follows Claude through a hallucinogenic fantasy as he explores his identity and 
destiny with a surreal comic pastiche of American history, then a nightmarish depiction of the contemporary Vietnam war. 
Claude must choose between the demands of his conservative parents who want him to enlist, or his counter-revolutionary 
friends who encourage him to burn his draft card. Is he, ultimately, pacifist rebel, tragic hero or sacrificial lamb?

Hair won praise for its mixed race cast, and its depiction of racial and sexual equality and inclusiveness – a first for the 
theatre of the time, as was its positive portrayal of sexual diversity. It also enjoyed some notoriety for its use of strong 
language and profanity, on stage nudity, depiction of drug culture, and for its critique of the political establishment. The show 
captured the imagination of a generation with themes of peace, love and tolerance, joy and happiness that were central to the 
flower-power movement of the nineteen-sixties and seventies, but it remains a perennial favourite, demonstrating that its 
message is still as relevant now as it ever was.*

Karen and Peter Pendleton have made an impressive directorial debut with a show for Memorial Hall audiences to 
remember. Though a slightly more modest production than the original off-Broadway musical – the actors stop short of going 
full frontal on stage! – it is still an irreverent and daring performance that tests the boundaries of local theatre while remaining 
warm, charming and thoroughly entertaining. The experience begins in the foyer and continues with the decoration of the hall, 
where the group has taken advantage of the imminent demolition to decorate the walls with psychedelic graffiti and slogans 
pertinent to the era. Classic rock tracks from the period accompany the progress of the audience into the theatre, and the 
presence of members of the company already on stage – quietly partying amongst themselves in a haze of smoke from 
unknown substances – immediately conjures thoughts of Woodstock. The rock revival-cum-party atmosphere continues as 
the lead players enter, introduce themselves and engage in social intercourse with the audience and each other.

Colourful costuming successfully represents the era, and lighting effects help to capture the mood and tone. The 
choreography is suitably cheeky, acrobatic and entertaining and contains touches that are both surprising and effective. The 
set is suggestive but quietly unassuming – ensuring the focus remains on the performers – and extends out into the hall to 
allow them to address the audience more directly and intimately. Music is provided by a reduced orchestra-band that is offset 
behind the scenery, allowing the exceptional voices among the cast to shine without being dominated by the music score.

WMTC has gathered a stellar cast from the Central Coast’s pool of talent, from those who are already proving themselves 
in the professional arena to some of our most promising upcoming performers. All the leads are excellent in their roles, 
engaging the audience with plenty of exuberance, personality (and sex appeal!), but all the cast are fully committed and 
perform with an energy that shows they thoroughly enjoy pushing the dramatic envelope. Their enthusiasm is infectious; the 
opening night audience was carried away with the vibrant emotional energy, in its poignancy and in its joy, and enjoyed 
singing and clapping along to the best known and loved numbers: “Aquarius”, “Good Morning Star-shine”, “Let the Sunshine 
In”. By the end, many were on their feet: a fitting tribute to the Memorial Hall’s swan song production.

Hair closes this weekend and performances are selling out, so book your tickets now to avoid missing out. Tickets 
are available from the WMTC website at http://www.wmtc.com.au or call 1300 366 470.

* Some biographical material courtesy of Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hair_(musical). Image courtesy of WMTC publicity.
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WWLT presents A Streetcar Named Desire

The highly anticipated Woy Woy Little Theatre production of 
Tennessee Williams’ Pulitzer Prize winning play A Streetcar 
Named Desire premieres at the Peninsula Theatre in Woy 
Woy this month for a three weekend season.

The story opens in a seedy section of New Orleans as 
faded Southern belle Blanche DuBois comes to visit her 
sister Stella. The steamy, urban ambiance of Stella’s home 
is a shock to Blanche’s nerves. Stella, who fears the 
reaction of her husband Stanley, welcomes Blanche with 
some trepidation. As Blanche explains that their ancestral 
Southern plantation in Mississippi has been “lost” due to the 
“epic fornications” of their ancestors, her veneer of self-
possession begins to slip drastically. Stanley suspects 
Blanche of holding out on his wife’s inheritance money, 
while his wife’s concern for her sister’s well-being 
emboldens Blanche to hold court in the Kowalski 
apartment, infuriating Stanley and leading to conflict 
between him and Stella, who is pregnant. On the fringes of 
sanity, Blanche soon discovers that she cannot outrun her 
past and the stage is set for her final, brutal confrontation 
with her brother-in-law.

The much coveted role of Stanley Kowalski is played by 
Central Coast newcomer Xavier Ryan who brings 20 years 
acting experience from Melbourne. Stella is played by 
another WWLT newcomer Kellie Martin while her sister 
Blanche is played by award winning actor Christine Vale.
Others in the cast include Graham Vale, Keith Conway, 
Jessica Alex, Robert Cottam and Sierra Phillips.

Tennessee Williams’ A Streetcar Named Desire, one of the most acclaimed plays of all time, was first staged in 
1948 playing two years on Broadway and is continuously revived by professional theatre companies. This Woy 
Woy Little Theatre production – directed by veteran John Hickey – will be staged at the Peninsula Theatre on 
Fridays May 16, 23 and 30 at 8pm, Saturdays May 17, 24 and 31 at 8pm, Saturday May 31 at 2pm and Sundays 
May 18, 25 and June 1 at 2pm.

There are three easy ways to book: on the “Tickets” page of the website – on the phone 4344 4737 (leave your 
name and number – a box office volunteer will get back to you within 48 hours) – or in person when the Peninsula 
Theatre box office opens between 10 and 12 noon Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from Monday May 5.

Information and images courtesy of http://woywoylt.com.au/latest-news/streetcar-gathers-momentum and Shea Wicks, 
WWLT Publicity Officer
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Information and image courtesy of UP publicity.

CALL FOR ACTORS FROM LEE GAYNOR

I am a playwright and am, hopefully, to get the first scene of an un-produced play shot on video plus stage a 
rehearsed public reading of the full length play.

I am in need of two male actors for both these activities, and they need to be very talented in the dialect 
area. One of them needs to be especially adept in Scottish, French, American and high class London! The 
other only requires French, Russian and also high class London.

Age range – around 40 – 50 as a guide.

The play is called Celebrity Send Off and presents a TV game show, set in the studio. It is a surreal comedy 
about the life of Dame Nellie Melba.  The show is to decide whether she should be remembered by posterity 
as having been “great” or “not great”. The compère of the show is rather a nasty sleazy type who, it turns 
out, was in fact her husband.  The other character is one of the panelists, and he is the one who needs 
multiple accents.

At this stage, at least, there’s no money involved but both the shoot (hopefully multi-camera) and the 
rehearsed reading could be fun. For more information, please call Lee Gaynor on 0403 782 443 or email 
zitalee@bigpond.net.au

SeaCup 
presents

Central Coast 
Short Film Night

Ettalong Beach Première 
at Cinema Paradiso 

on 

Sunday 18th May

Gather 6.30, Screening 7.30, 
Discussion and Drinks 8.30

Purchase tickets online: $15. 
There are limited seats 

so don’t dilly-dally!

Information courtesy of SeaCup 
website. 

For more details 
and to book tickets, please visit 

http://seacup.org/2014/04/30/seacup
-on-the-big-screen-at-cinema-

paradiso-may-18-be-there

http://seacup.org/2014/04/30/seacup


Symphony & Jazz
CENTRAL COAST CONSERVATORIUM PRESENTS

Concertante Ensemble "Stringendo"
Greenway Memorial Chapel, 460 Avoca Drive, Green Point, Sunday, 04-May, 2.30pm
Adults $35; Seniors $28; Concessions $25; Students/Children $15 (incl afternoon tea)

The Concertante Ensemble are excited to present the second in their 2014 concert series. The 
focus of this concert is music for strings from across the centuries, from Mozart’s dark, serious 
and compositionally complex string quintet in C minor to Hindemith’s great string orchestral 
introduction to 20th century musical language. Pergolesi’s Sinfonia in F,  combines 
unexpectedly dramatic movements with the elegant lyricism of the Neopolitan Rococo style, 

and also looks forward to early classicism. Bartok’s Divertimento for Strings rounds out the concert, representing some of the 
greatest pages in music literature. It provokes a sense of suspense and inner turmoil, even in the light and sunny episodes of 
the opening movement, or the driven finale. We passionately believe in the mentoring of our next generation of musicians, 
and are pleased to include three outstanding young Central Coast Conservatorium students in our ensemble for this concert. 
Come along on this fantastic musical adventure with us!

Steve Smillie & Friends
Robert Knox Hall, Central Coast Conservatorium, 
45 Mann St, Gosford, Thursday, 08-May, 7.30pm
Adults $28; Seniors $25; Concessions $20; Students/Children $10

Steve Smillie is well known on the Coast and further afield for his solo 
performances, as well as his duo act with powerhouse vocalist Danielle 
Kelleher. In this concert, they will be joined by Sydney trumpeter, 
Kathy Morrison who currently performs with jazz trio Redz, the On Four 
Jazz Quartet, blues band Loungephonics, and with Jenny Marie Lang.  
Local guitarist/singer Mauro Bortolin is a member of the popular duo 
Tourmaline who perform regularly on the Central Coast and in Sydney. 
Steve will play some of his original compositions for guitar before being 
joined by his friends on stage for an evening of original music and
some well known covers. 

Rotary Gala Concert 2014
Parkview Room, Central Coast Leagues Club, 
Saturday, 17-May, 2.30pm
Adults $35; Group Concessions $32; Children (school age) $15

Featuring: Central Coast Symphony Orchestra, Central Coast 
Philharmonia Choir, Central Coast Concert Band, and Gosford City 
Brass Band performing a selection of choruses, instrumental music 
and excerpts, with special guests from Gosford Musical Society with 
some great songs!

Pearl Beach Junior Showcase Concert
Pearl Beach Memorial Hall, Saturday, 31 May, 2.00pm

The Pearl  Beach Junior Showcase Concert is a celebration of solo 
instrumental and vocal performances by Central Coast Conservatorium 
junior (primary school) students. The concert will also feature a 
performance from the 2013 Pearl Beach Scholarship Winner, Eva Li 
(Violin).

Information and image courtesy of http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au/events.htm
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CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Celebrating 20 Years!

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm
Central Coast Leagues Club, Gosford

For details visit http://jazzleague.net

“Swinging coffee/lunch” overlooking the 
beach…Every Wednesday morning around 
10am a group of old & young musos gather 
for a blow on the terrace of the Surf Club at 
MacMasters Beach. The kiosk is open 9am 
for breakfast/coffee/lunch. It’s a great spot! 

For more info call Helena or Steven Hansen 
4382 3241

See you Thursdays at the AVO 
JAZZnPIZZA ! Jazz at Avoca Pizza & Pasta 

fortnightly 7pm Thurs 4 & 18 April $9 kids 
free, BYO 4382 3506.

Get Jazz Get Happy…Jiri !  
www.harlemswing.com

[Information courtesy of Jazz League 
newsletter]

http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au/events.htm
http://jazzleague.net
www.harlemswing.com


Arts and Entertainment presents 
Youth in Performing Arts 2014

YIPA is coming up in May and a new matinee 
performance has been added to the show’s normal run. 
The matinee performance will be on Sunday 18th May at 
2pm then the remaining performances will run from 
Wednesday 21st to Saturday 24th May at 7.30pm.

See stars in the making, catch them before they’re 
famous, and experience the breadth of our region’s 
dazzling arts and entertainment line-up. This is the very 
best of the time-honoured variety entertainment format; 
sample new delights, enjoy old favourites and go home 
with the music in your ears, the beat still thumping in 
your chest and the knowledge that the Central Coast is 
home to Australia’s stars of tomorrow.

Members $17, Adult $22, Conc, $19, Children $14

Image courtesy of YIPA facebook page, information courtesy of Gary Jackson, and Laycock Street website. 
For more details and to book tickets visit http://laycockstreettheatre.com/whats_on.html

To read a review of one of last year’s shows, please visit http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2013/05/31/youth-in-
performing-arts-2013-a-review-by-karen-ractliffe

Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

Fri 2nd ANDREW G The Entrance Leagues Club - 9:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com

Sat 3rd - "DUTCH COURAGE" - Senior Presentation Night - Copacabana Surf Club 
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- THE ROUGH DIAMONDS Gosford Regional Show - Time TBA http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au

Sun 4th - THE ROUGH DIAMONDS Gosford Regional Show - Time TBA http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au

Sat 10th BRACKETS & JAM NORTH! Lake Munmorah at 6 pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com

Sun 11th - "KERRIE SOLO" - EMPIRE BAY TAVERN - 2-5:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- ANDREW G The Entrance Leagues Club - 11.30 am http://www.andrewgodbold.com

Fri 16th BRACKETS AND JAM Kincumba Mountain 7.20 to 11.30pm  http://www.bracketsandjam.com

Fri 23rd JELLYFISH - The Woodport Inn, Erina - 8.30pm - 11.30pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au

Sat 24th - "KERRIE SOLO" - Bay Sports Club, Bateau Bay - 8-11:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
Fri 30th - "DUTCH COURAGE" - Tall Timbers Hotel - Ourimbah - 7:30-11pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- ROCKMONSTER - Munmorah Bowlo, Lake Munmorah - 8:30pm http://www.rockmonster.com.au

- ANDREW G Gwandalan Bowling Club - 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com

Sat 31st - "KERRIE SOLO" - BREAKERS - Bistro - 6-9pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- JELLYFISH - Coast Hotel, Budgewoi - 8.30pm - 11.30pm  http://www.jellyfishband.com.au
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art studios gallery 
images courtesy of 

http://www.artstudioscooperati
ve.org/news--events.html

Bodies of Water image 
courtesy of Andy Kabanoff

http://www.artstudioscooperati


Image courtesy of http://www.gosfordregionalshow.com.au To view a gallery of photos taken at a previous show, please 
visit http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2014/04/17/gosford-regional-show
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FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN 
WRITERS MEETINGS

Fellowship of Australian Writers meet at Gosford 
Hotel, 10 am, 3rd Sunday of the month. If you’re 

interested in writing, please contact Helen Luidens 
on 4363 2627

Information courtesy of Helen Luidens.
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