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THE LITMUS TEST

The Show for the 
Creative Community of the 

Central Coast.

Produced live from The Rhythm Hut in Gosford, NSW. 
A monthly video podcast for arts and artists of all kinds. Join the conversation!

Pilot Beta
Friday, May 22, 2015

8:00pm 9:00pm
The Rhythm Hut

The second show is all about Education and Training in the Arts, with a panel of arts 
teachers and mentors including Patrick Brennan  - artistic director at the Central Coast Con; 

Julie Duell – local artist and teacher; and Iain McGuire – artistic director of Mad Cow Theatre.

Musical guest is Novakayn, a 7-piece earthy primal pop/rock band who are passionate about 
being real in their music and attitudes, and passionate about world peace. Find out more 

about them here: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Novakayn/130672613632431

Entry is FREE - donation appreciated.

Information courtesy of SeaCup Inc publicity. To learn more about the project and to view the 
original pilot episode discussing how to make money in the arts, and featuring musical 

guests: The Rhythm Hunters, visit http://www.the-litmus-test.com

To learn more about The Rhythm Hut – events, workshops and classes - visit
http://therhythmhut.com.au

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Novakayn/130672613632431
http://www.the
http://therhythmhut.com.au


Woy Woy Little Theatre Presents
LOVERS AT VERSAILLES

If you look closely at the promotional material WWLT has created for its 
next production, Lovers at Versailles, you’ll probably notice that one of the 
characters seems to be fading away. The character is Stephen Sullivan, 
and there’s a reason for his transparency: he recently passed away.
Stephen is played by Woy Woy Little Theatre stalwart John Hickey, who 
admits this is the first time he’s been asked to play a ghost. “Well, not a 
proper ghost” he laughs. “My character has just died as the play gets 
underway and arrangements are being made for the funeral. Some 
people come to pay their last respects but my passing causes some 
unpleasantness in the family home,” he teases. “It seems a few personal 
letters are discovered that Stephen probably should have destroyed years 
ago.” The action is set in present day suburban Dublin and examines the 
plight of three women who are left behind when breadwinner Stephen
suddenly dies. Lovers at Versailles is directed by John’s wife, Barbara 
Hickey. Both have been involved with the company for more than 50 
years. “It’s a demanding play and one that needed a lot of character fine-
tuning,” says Barbara, explaining that most of the cast need to deliver 
their lines in an Irish accent. “A convincing Irish accent” laughs the 

director, adding that she had to “beat the leprechauns out of a couple of cast members”. There are also time 
differences to negotiate throughout the two act play, with scenes that occurred up to ten years ago playing out 
before action reverts to the current time, but Barabara is confident it will be easy to differentiate the time changes.

The play was first staged in 2002 and has been hailed for its dramatic precision, brilliant dialogue and flawless 
structure that sees a maliciously funny drama deliver on 
audience hopes and fears. The cast includes Shea Wicks as 
Stephen’s wife Clara, Tiffany Duncan as younger daughter 
Isobel and Judi Jones as Anna. Other characters in the play 
include David O’Gorman (Mark Shaw), Tony (Rohan Smith), 
Stephanie (Chris Cherry), supported by Troy Clune, Patricia 
Nissen and Renee Chinn.

Lovers at Versailles opens at the Peninsula Theatre in Woy 
Woy from Friday May 15 and will run for a three weekend 10-
performance season before closing on Sunday May 31, 2015.

Information and images courtesy of WWLT publicity. For more details, please visit http://www.woywoylt.com.au
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Become a Sponsor
and help support our local arts community

About the Central Coast 
specifically, and freely, promotes 

local amateur artists and performers.
In order to continue, the service relies on the 

support of the community.

Anyone can be a Sponsor

To find out more, drop me a line at about@y7mail.com

http://www.woywoylt.com.au


Wyong Musical Theatre Company Presents
RENT  by Johnathon Larson

RENT is a rock musical that tells the story of love, loss and triumph of a group of 
impoverished young friends battling the stigmas of homelessness, HIV/AIDS and 
the struggles of being an artist over the period of a year in the late 1980’s. The 
musical was first seen in a limited 3 week workshop production at New York 
Theatre Workshop in 1994. The show’s creator, Jonathon Larson, died suddenly of 
an aortic dissection, caused by undiagnosed Marfan syndrome the night before the 
off-Broadway premiere. The hit show won a Pulitzer Prize and moved to 
Broadway’s larger Nederlander Theatre on April 29, 1996. On Broadway, RENT
gained critical acclaim and won a Tony Award for Best Musical among many other 
awards. The Broadway production closed Sept 7, 2008 after a 12 year run of 5,123 
performances – the 10th longest running Broadway show – and grossed over $280 
million! First time director Beck Johnston who is no stranger to musical theatre is 
leading the creative team for this production of RENT, with musical direction by 
Andrew Hermon and Zachary Webster providing the choreography. The cast 
includes some of the best voices and talent on the Central Coast and will deliver 
performances that will leave you wanting more. With iconic songs including 
“Seasons of Love”, “No Day But Today”, “I’ll Cover You”, “Take Me or Leave Me”, 
and “La Vie Boheme” - to mention just a few - this show, which has changed so 
many lives, is definitely one not to miss. Limited season closes 9th May 2015. 
Tickets on sale now at www.wmtc.com.au or by calling 1300 366 470.

Information and images (above) courtesy of WMTC and (below) WDG publicity.

Theatresports® at the Hub
After the success of our first three shows we are so keen to do it again. Thanks to everyone who came out to 
support the last Theatresports® at the Hub. It was another fun-filled laugh fest, and it was so exciting to perform 
our first ever 10 minute long-form scene in front of an audience. All the players did a remarkable job on the night 
and are continuing their training at the Wednesday night Jam sessions - and a musical workshop so the team can 
perfect some of the musical games. These will make an appearance at our next show which is on Saturday 30th 
May at the Hub, Erina Fair, 7:30pm – 9:30pm. Save the date, tell your friends and come enjoy another night of 
hilarious improvisation. Cost: Only $10 at the door! (Information courtesy of Rouba Elhage. For more details, visit 
http://www.theatresportscc.com.au)
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WWLT’s FLASH Directors Workshop taking bookings now!

Following the success of last year’s inaugural FLASH Creative Festival, Woy Woy Little Theatre has announced 
the return of the creative weekend workshops leading up to the FLASH Festival 2015. Theatre President Christine 
Vale and Vice-president Annie Bilton said that the original festival gave dozens of creative people from the Central 
Coast the chance to work with professional theatre tutors at a nominal fee. “Woy Woy Little Theatre heavily 
subsidised the fees paid to the tutors and gave a lot of people a golden opportunity to learn about writing, 
directing, voice training and acting,” said Ms Vale. “Gosford Council also helped by keeping the theatre hiring fee 
to a minimum during the Flash workshops,” added Ms Bilton.

Three of the tutors from the first series of workshops have been retained to refresh and expand on the three vital 
elements of theatre: writing, directing and acting. The Directing Workshop with Aarne Neeme is scheduled for the 
weekend of June 6 and 7. Aarne’s knowledge and experience was a huge hit last year as he focused on the 
practical skills every director needs. This ranged from exploring the role of the director, learning how to recognise 
the style and genre of a play, interpreting and breaking down script, finding character and relationships. It also 
covered how to work with actors, and use the space to best advantage – including blocking. Working in small 
groups on scripts provided, participants put their new skills into practice, then observed and critiqued each other’s 
work. “It’s so rewarding to see directors explore new perspectives in staging plays, to see their creative vistas 
widening and to see how actors, too, benefit from these techniques”, said Aarne. The Directors Workshop sold 
out very quickly in 2014 and it’s expected there’ll be a strong demand again this year. 

For more info, visit http://www.woywoylt.com.au (Information and images courtesy of WWLT publicity)

INFORMATION NIGHT for WMTC’s MULAN JR

Wyong Musical Theatre Company presents Disney’s Mulan Jr.
Director – Stephanie Derry, Choreographer – Sarah Heywood, Vocal Coach – Renee Stein

If you are interested in auditioning for this show, the information night will be 
Friday May 15th at 7pm at The Wyong Grove Community and Cultural Hub, 1 North Road Wyong, 2259.

For more information, visit https://www.facebook.com/WMTCMULANJR

EVITA AUDITIONS – REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN

Full details and Audition Registration are available via https://tntc.formstack.com/forms/evita_auditions
ADULTS & TEENS: Named roles and Ensemble auditions: Sunday 3rd May &

Sunday 10 May (Ensemble over-flow), (Callbacks – 10 May).
AUDITION DATES – CHILDREN (8-12 years): Sunday 17 May and Sunday 24 May

(Successful children’s cast members will only be required for a couple of hours rehearsal each Sunday)
For further information contact Chris Maxfield, The National Theatre Company Inc

www.tntc.org.au T: +61 (0)400 360 336; or PO Box 70 New Lambton, NSW 2305
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Symphony & Jazz
Concertante Ensemble presents “The Unanswered Question”

Sunday May 24 @ 2.30pm
Greenway Memorial Chapel, 460 Avoca Dv, Green Point

Tickets are on sale now. Phone 4324 7477

This concert will feature the full String Ensemble plus Phillip Shovk (piano), Rainer Saville (trumpet) and guest 
conductor, Steven Hillinger. 

The Unanswered Question, by American composer Charles Ives, was largely unknown until much later in his life, 
and was not performed until 1946. Against a background of strings a solo trumpet poses “The Perennial Question 
of Existence”. Program also includes Shostakovich’s Piano Concerto No.1; Australian composer and performer 

Brendan Collins’ Concerto for Trumpet, which premiered at the International Trumpet Guild conference in 
Georgia, USA, by the internationally recognised soloist, Judith Saxton (University of North Carolina); and In 

Memorium Rupert Brooke, written during the Great War by Australian composer F.S. Kelly (1881-1916), who was 
killed in Gallipoli, in memory of the English poet who was known for his idealistic war sonnets especially “The 

Soldier”.

Information courtesy of CCC publicity

The Rotary Club of Gosford presents 
its 18th Gala Concert

Saturday 16th May 2.30pm
Central Coast Leagues Club

Featuring: Central Coast Symphony Orchestra, Central Coast 
Concert Band, Central Coast Brass, Central Coast Philarmonia 

Choir and Gosford Musical Society
Includes popular, grand tunes, such as a “Tribute to the Anzacs”

and well known orchestral items,  plus musical comedy from
Gosford Musical Society.

Bookings at The Central Coast Conservatorium 
Phone 43247477

Limited tickets at the door. Adults $35 Children $15

Information courtesy of Kevin Booth OAM
Dealer Principal, Booth’s Motor Group

About Music
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CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm
Central Coast Leagues Club, Gosford

For details visit http://jazzleague.net

“Swinging coffee/lunch” overlooking 
the beach…Every Wednesday

morning around 10am a group of old & 
young musos gather for a blow on the 
terrace of the Surf Club at MacMasters 

Beach. The kiosk is open 9am for 
breakfast/coffee/lunch. It’s a great spot! 

For more info call Helena or Steven 
Hansen 4382 3241

See you Thursdays at the AVO 
JAZZnPIZZA ! Jazz at Avoca Pizza & 

Pasta fortnightly 7pm Thurs 4 & 18 
April $9 kids free, BYO 4382 3506.

Get Jazz Get Happy…Jiri !  
www.harlemswing.com

[Information courtesy of 
Jazz League newsletter]

http://jazzleague.net
www.harlemswing.com


WORLD WAR ONE REMEMBERED IN MUSIC

Central Coast Chorale presents a memorial program of music inspired by World War One at St Patrick’s 
Church, 2pm Sunday 17 May, titled, ‘1915: God, King and Country’. The forty-voice choir, which features local 
Central Coast singers and is led by music director, Christopher Bowen OAM, performs music from stirring 
anthems that motivated men to enlist to reflections of sadness on the war’s toll on human lives.

Bowen says of the program, “The music of the war era was immensely patriotic and appealed to a soldier’s 
sense of duty to protect families and loved ones. Religious faith and national loyalties influenced mothers 
especially, who ultimately paid a high price for their sons’ participation.”

The Chorale will perform haunting excerpts from Bowen’s 2014 critically acclaimed, ‘War Requiem’. Elke Hook, 
Mangrove Mountain resident, and Sean Le Breton from Narara, will feature as soloists in a piece written especially 
for the concert by local composer, Shayne Leslie of Wyoming, based on John 15:13. The Chorale will perform 
England’s other national anthem, ‘Jerusalem’, which was specifically written by British composer, Sir Hubert Parry 
at the request of poet, Robert Bridges in 1916 to “brace the spirit of the nation [to] accept with cheerfulness all the 
sacrifices necessary.” Other songs featured include Henry Purcell’s ‘Thou Knowest Lord’, Charles Stanford’s ‘A 
Song of Battle’, John Ireland’s ‘Greater Love Hath No Man’ and Vaughan Williams’ ‘O How Amiable’.

Concertgoers will get a glimpse of how music stirred patriotism amongst civilian Australians and encouraged 
them to enlist for God, king and country. It is a must for those who want to honour and remember the fallen.

Tickets are on sale through the Chorale’s website or available at the door. The group rehearses 
Wednesday nights and new members are always welcome. Contact Anne Darlington for more information on 02 
4307 9355.

Information courtesy of Shayne Leslie | Central Coast Chorale | Marketing & Media
http://www.centralcoastchorale.org/ | 0412 241 773 | shayne@integratedgovernance.com.au

THE BOGAN SONG CYCLE TOURS ON THE CENTRAL COAST
Musical cabaret at its finest comes to the coast.

We are pleased to announce that tickets are available for the hilarious Bogan Song Cycle, musical comedy 
cabaret. After their spectacular success at Sydney Fringe and the prestigious Adelaide Fringe’s Spiegel Tent, the 
boys bring their hit show home. With six locations to choose from around the NSW Central Coast, the tour travels 
from venues north to south. The Bogan Song Cycle is the brainchild of Dorian Mode, a proud Coastie. When not 
holding up the bar of his local fishing club, Dorian is often found out and about the Coast fishing, teaching or 
gigging. Mode called on all these Central Coast lifestyle experiences when composing the music and lyrics of The 
Bogan Song Cycle. He’s also the first person in Australia to have a doctorate in Bogans! Andrew Wilkie, virtuoso 
vibraphonist and composer of Tap Dogs (and local chippie from Avoca Beach), accompanies Mode to perform 
sublimely smooth music with droll lyrics and descriptive storytelling unveiling bogan lifestyles.

The tour dates are as follows:

Friday 8 May 8pm The Peninsula Theatre Woy Woy
*Tickets available from http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com

Friday 15 May 8pm Colongra Bay Lake Munmorah *Tickets available at the door
Friday 22 May 8pm The Entrance Gallery and Studio, The Entrance *Tickets available at the door

Friday 29 May 7.30pm Avoca Beach Cinema, Avoca Beach
Bookings phone 4382 1777 or Tickets available at the door

Friday 5 June 8pm Don Craig Room Laycock Theatre Wyoming
*Tickets available from http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com

For full details, prices and booking information please visit http://www.bogansongcycle.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/Bogansongcycle or contact: Margaret Meehan, Producer Bogan Song Cycle

0414 740 231 or margaret.em.meehan@gmail.com

Information courtesy of Elio Gatti, Cultural Development Officer | Culture, Gosford City Council
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Youth in Performing Arts
See stars in the making, and experience the breadth of our region’s dazzling arts and 
entertainment line-up. This is the very best of the time-honoured variety entertainment 
format. Sample new delights, enjoy old favourites and go home with the music in your 
ears, the beat still thumping in your chest and the knowledge that the Central Coast is 
home to Australia’s stars of tomorrow.

Laycock Street Theatre
20 May, 21 May, 22 May & 23 May 7pm

Information and image courtesy of http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com/whats_on.html

AT THE RHYTHM HUT THIS MONTH

Just Between Us EP Launch 08/05/15 7:00pm. Admission: $5/$15. 

May Open Mic 10/05/15 6:30pm. Admission: By donation. 

Elwood Myre + Kris Morris + Direwolf + Willowy      
16/05/15 7:30pm. Admission: $10 pre sale

The May 5 Lands Experience ft. The Wondermen      
31/05/15 includes free drum circle from 5:00pm. 

Information and image courtesy of the Rhythm Hut. Some events are licensed and age restrictions apply. For more 
information about events, classes and workshops, visit http://therhythmhut.com.au/events/
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Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

Sat 9th - BRACKETS AND JAM North, Lake Munmorah from 6pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com
- THE ROUGH DIAMONDS at Wyee Markets, Hue Hue Rd Wyee 9.30am to 12.30pm http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au

Fri 15th - ANDREW G at Canton Beach Sports Club - @ 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com
– “DUTCH COURAGE” at Woy Woy Leagues Club, 8-11:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- JELLYFISH at Woodport Inn, Erina from 8.30pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au
Sat 16th - ROCKMONSTER at Wallarah Bay - Recreation Club from 7:30pm http://www.rockmonster.com.au
Sun 17th - THE ROUGH DIAMONDS at Morisset Community Show, Morisset Showground, 12.30pm to 2pm

http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au
FRI 22nd – “KERRIE SOLO” – Breakers Country Club, Wamberal, 7-10pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

Sat 23rd - THE ROUGH DIAMONDS at the Jen Corben Fundraiser, The Entrance, 6pm til late 
http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au

Sun 24th - ANDREW G at Gwandalan Bowling Club from 3:00pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com
Fri 29th - Brackets and Jam South, Kincumba Mountain featuring MIRRABOOKA (doors open 7.30pm) 

http://www.bracketsandjam.com
- ANDREW G at Avoca Beach Bowling Club from 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com

– “DUTCH COURAGE” – Tall Timbers, Ourimbah – 7:30-11:00pm  http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
Sat 30th - MIRRABOOKA at the Sails Stage, The Entrance Foreshore 11am-3pm https://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com

- JELLYFISH at The Coast Hotel, Budgewoi from 8.30pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au
- ROCKMONSTER at Canton Beach Sports Club from 7:30pm http://www.rockmonster.com.au

http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com/whats_on.html
http://therhythmhut.com.au/events/
http://www.bracketsandjam.com
http://www.theroughdiamonds.
http://www.andrewgodbold.com
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.jellyfishband.com.au
http://www.rockmonster.com.au
http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au
http://www.andrewgodbold.com
http://www.bracketsandjam.com
http://www.andrewgodbold.com
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.jellyfishband.com.au
http://www.rockmonster.com.au


70th Art Exhibition at Toukley Gallery

Toukley and District Art Society would like to extend an invitation to 
visitors to attend the 70th Art Exhibition at Toukley Art Gallery. The 
opening, to be held on Saturday, 23rd May at 2.00pm, will be attended 
by Deputy Mayor Lynne Webster, and the exhibition will run every day, 
from 10am to 4pm, until Sunday, 28th June.

Information and image courtesy of Helen Morrison 
Publicity Officer/ Ph: 49763110

Winter Art Competition and Exhibition

‘Blown Away by Art’ - open to artists residing in the Gosford and Wyong Shires.
Entries close on May 30th, 4pm.

Jacqui’s Art Studio/Gallery, Buff Point, invites artists residing on the Central Coast to enter a 2D print, painting or 
drawing of any subject in any medium, in our Winter Art Competition ‘Blown Away by Art’.

First Prize $400, Second Prize $100 and Third Prize $80 worth of framing by Artist World Toukley.
Entry Form, Fee $10 and 1 Artwork MUST be received by closing date SATURDAY MAY 30TH 2015 

to Jacqui’s Art Gallery 219 Buff Avenue, Buff Point.
An Exhibition of entrants’ artwork will commence June 6 – June 20, 2015 

with official opening by Klara from CC imag, Saturday June 6th at 12.30pm
For more details and an Entry Form visit www.jacquisartgallery.com or call Jacqui Stringer 43992898

Information courtesy of Jacqui Stringer

Calling for Entries for the Reconciliation 2015 Art Competition:
23 May to 12 July - Gosford Regional Gallery: Main Gallery

This annual Art Prize provides an opportunity for local Indigenous and non-Indigenous artists to showcase work about 
reconciliation. In partnership with NSW Fair Trading the exhibition is held to coincide with National Reconciliation Week which 
is celebrated across Australia each year between 27 May and 3 June; the anniversaries of the successful 1967 referendum 

and the High Court Mabo decision. Entry is open to all amateur and professional artists on the Central Coast. Artwork may be 
submitted in any medium of art or craft. All works submitted to the competition must be delivered to the Gosford 

Regional Gallery, 36 Webb Street, East Gosford between 10.30am and 3.30pm on Friday 8 May or Saturday 9 May 
2015. No work will be accepted after the closing date. You can submit an online entry before delivering your work by visiting:

http://www.trybooking.com/GSKF

5 Lands Walk: 23 May to 12 July
10 years of connecting people to people and people to place

This exhibition celebrates the tenth anniversary of the 5 Lands 
Walk, the award-winning regional festival which provides a 

cultural, physical and spiritual experience along 10km of Central 
Coast shoreline. Over 18,000 people participate in the annual 
event and this exhibition considers and celebrates ten years of 

art, music, Aboriginal culture, land art installations, 
performances, community participation and engagement. 

For more information, visit the gallery website.

Information courtesy of http://www.gosfordregionalgallery.com
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Would you like to advertise your business in 
About the Central Coast ezine?

ATCC freely supports and promotes
the entertainment activities of

local performers, artists and musicians,

but I would also welcome requests for advertising 
from local businesses. Reasonable rates. 

For more information, drop me a line at 
about@y7mail.com

www.jacquisartgallery.com
http://www.trybooking.com/GSKF
http://www.gosfordregionalgallery.com


AUTUMN EXHIBITION 2015 - "CONTAINED"

Everyone is working hard towards the next exhibition and 
sale at The Community Gallery, Gosford Regional Gallery & 
Arts Centre between 1 May and 13 May, 2015. 

ALL WELCOME. Bring family and friends and invest in 
some beautifully handcrafted ceramics.

You can listen to an interview with Lynn Treers from Central 
Coast Potters talking about their exhibition at 
http://www.coastarts.com.au/may-2015/

Information and image courtesy of Coast Arts and C. C. Potters at
http://www.ccpotters.org/events--social-activities.html

Long Story Short – Storytelling Lives

Friday 15th May at 7pm
$10 entry fee (includes light supper)
May theme: Wild women and mad men
Eight stories, No notes & No safety net!

Join hosts Megan Pascoe and Julie Mundy-Taylor 
for a fantastic night of live storytelling. Enjoy 
professional storytellers as well as enthusiastic 
amateurs as they share tales tall and true, myths, 
legends, historical and autobiographical stories. 
Bring a friend or make new friends in the warm 
community atmosphere of our new venue, the 
Kincumber Neighbourhood Centre, Kincumber 
Rd, Kincumber. For more details, visit 
http://www.longstoryshortstorytellinglive.com/cont

act.html

Information above courtesy of
Dr Julie Mundy-Taylor, Aust. Storytelling Guild
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Information and image courtesy of 
http://www.artstudioscooperative.org
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Sculpture on the Greens at Kooindah Waters

We recently visited Kooindah Waters to take a look at part of the “Sculpture on the Greens” exhibit. This is just a 
small sample of the sculpture on display, and some of the most interesting pieces didn’t lend themselves to the 
camera; you needed to see the sculpture from close up – or even from inside the work – to really appreciate the 
details. We were particularly interested to see the work of local high schools, which showcased the promising 
talent of the Central Coast’s next generation of artists. “Sculpture on the Greens” continues until May 31st. For 

more information, visit http://www.sculptureonthegreens.net.au, and you can view more photos on the weblog at 
https://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2015/04/12/sculpture-on-the-greens-at-kooindah-waters
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