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CELEBRATE THE OPENING!

The long awaited Wyong Art House has finally opened its doors and the first performances 
in the new theatre have been a great success! You can read my review of WMTC’s Oliver! on 
page 5. And there’s more to come with Tantrum Youth Arts’ exciting project, Trailer, opening 
later this month (see page 4) and a number of visiting shows coming soon.

The official Opening Celebration Concerts take place on Friday 20th and Saturday 21st
May, and feature a program of dance, music and other thrilling live performances from our 
best local talent. The evening will be hosted by special guest MC and choreographer direct 
from Los Angeles, Joshua Horner, back in his hometown of Wyong especially for the event. 
Also that weekend, the Art House is offering special backstage tours of the venue with 
complimentary morning tea. Three tours will be held on Saturday 21st May at 10am, 11am, 
and 12 noon. Tours are free, but bookings are required. Tickets for all these events are 
available through the Art House. The Box Office can be contacted at any time on 02 4391 
0070, or you can book online at thearthousewyong.com.au

I took my camera along when I attended the opening of Oliver and the photos I took that 
day are on the weblog at https://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2016/04/30/the-art-
house/ I’ll be adding more to those after the official opening, and there will be a special photo 
feature covering the event in next month’s issue of About the Central Coast ezine.





WWLT talks to Fran Kendall about
Dinkum Assorted

Woy Woy Little Theatre’s second production of 2016 opens on Friday May 20 –
it’s the popular comedy/musical Dinkum Assorted. We caught up with director Fran
Kendall between rehearsals and threw a few Qs at her, which she was kind 
enough to A…

Q: You’re directing an Australian “classic”- what do you think is the appeal of this 
play?

A: Dinkum Assorted is a big, crazy Australian play. It has a remarkable array of 
characters, and different audience members will be drawn to and identify with the different ladies. It shows the 
resilience, restriction, liberation and pride of women in times of war. Dinkum is beautifully constructed as it blends 
comedy and pathos. One of our aims is to make audiences feel as though they are really back in the 40s and we 
will create a time capsule of the period for those too young to remember. Working with this ensemble has been a 
total delight. It has been a privilege to be involved in a production of such value in all departments. Every aspect 
has been of an extremely high standard.

Information and images courtesy of the WWLT website. To see the rest of Fran’s interview, visit 
http://www.woywoylt.com.au/latest-news/theyre-dinkum
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WYONG DRAMA GROUP presents THE LONG WEEKEND
A comedy of manners by Norm Foster, directed by Ron Baker

The truth and lies of a friendship come to the surface during a weekend visit between two couples. Wounds run 
deep and there are plenty of surprises along the way in this comedy of manners. The only problem with Norm 

Foster’s hilarious look at love and marriage disposable-style is its sheer volume of laughs. Good comedy is like 
that though, isn’t it? It turns reality on its ugly head. It sets us laughing and we don’t recover until the final curtain.

PERFORMANCE DATES – Wednesday- MAY 4 & 11 – 8pm, Friday - MAY 6 & 13 – 8pm,
Saturday- MAY 7 & 14 – 2pm (Matinee) & 8pm.

The Grove Theatre 1 North Street, Wyong

Ticket Prices: Adult: $25 u18: $20
10% discount for Group Bookings of 10+

Limited table bookings (BYO drinks & nibbles) and raked seating available.
Phone Bookings – 1300 665 600.

Online Bookings – Email – info@wyongdramagroup.com.au then click on Bookings

Information and image courtesy of Ron Baker, for WDG.
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Local talent central to Australian play premiere

On May 12, Central Coast audiences will be the first to experience a new 
contemporary Australian play when it premieres at the brand new Art House in 
Wyong. The play, Trailer, is written by award-winning playwright Vanessa Bates, 
who has been produced throughout Australia by companies such as Griffin 
Theatre, atyp, Shopfront Theatre, Belvoir B-Sharp and the Sydney Theatre 
Company as well as ABC Radio National. Commissioned and produced by the 

Newcastle-based Tantrum Youth Arts, Trailer was developed as part of an artist residency at Wyong involving 
local young people. The production has engaged a number of Central Coast based artists including the director 
Anna Kerrigan, sound designer Jess Blackburn, and designer Joshua Maxwell. Two of the key roles in Trailer are 
played by young emerging artists, 16 year old Central Coast local Tallulah Cobban and 19 year old Jackson 
Vaughan. These two play the roles of Keera and Jed, who form a rocky friendship over Keera’s unusual penchant 
for sinkholes and Jed’s search for his father, whom he has never met. Joining Tallulah and Jackson in the cast are 
Christopher Saunders and Angie Diaz, two professional Newcastle based actors with extensive experience in 
theatre and television. Producer Tamara Gazzard is pleased that the production is able to bring together artists of 
different ages and experiences in a Central Coast venue. “Our work is driven by collaboration with young, 
emerging and professional theatre artists in the region,” she said. “It’s just wonderful to be able to expand what we 
do in the Hunter region to a new world-class venue on the Central Coast.” Created in consultation with local young 
people, Trailer will have special resonance for many Central Coast residents. “Trailer is set on the train line 
between Wyong, Sydney and Newcastle and there are many moments in the play that will ring true for Central 
Coast locals,” Gazzard said. Following Trailer’s opening season at Wyong, the production will tour to Sydney and 
Newcastle for shows at atyp and the Civic Playhouse as part of the subscription season. Trailer’s season at The 
Art House includes free workshops for schools run by the writer, director and production designer, funded by 
Wyong Shire Council. 

Performance Dates:
The Art House Wyong, 12-14 May 7.30pm

ATYP Sydney, 1-4 June 7.00pm
Civic Playhouse Newcastle, 8-11 June 8.00pm

For more information on Trailer and Tantrum, see http://www.tantrum.org.au/projects/trailer.html or contact Tamara at 
Tantrum on 02 49 297 279 or tamara@tantrum.org.au. Information and image courtesy of Tantrum Youth Arts publicity

ENTC presents THE BREAKFAST CLUB

Don’t you forget about me! …. The iconic 1980s film from the creator of 
Pretty In Pink, Sixteen Candles and Ferris Bueller’s Day Off comes to the 
stage at Laycock Street Theatre in May 2016. Showcasing some of the best 
youth talent on the coast, Endless Night Theatre Company has chosen, as its 
debut production, John Hughes’ coming of age classic The Breakfast Club. 
Set in a Saturday detention during a chilly March in 1984, five American high 
school students from all different social strata are thrown together, learning 
along the way that they have everything in common and then some.
Director Jillian Logan chose the piece due to the timelessness of the material: 
its messages are still as pertinent today as they were in the mid 80s. “Even in
today’s techno-media generation, kids are still bucking authority and 
struggling to find out who they are and where they belong. The Breakfast Club
deals with all these things. Seeing it on stage, in the flesh, rather than 
celluloid, allows youth and young people to engage more immediately and 
viscerally with these issues.” The Breakfast Club plays four shows only in The 
Don Craig Room at Laycock Street Theatre, May 5, 6 and 7 at 8pm and also 
a matinee on May 7 at 2pm. Call the box office on 4323 3233 for tickets or 
purchase online at http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com.au. The Breakfast 
Club contains frequent coarse language and is recommended for people 15 
years of age and older. (Information and image courtesy of Jillian Logan.)
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Reviewing the Situation:
WMTC’s Oliver! makes an impressive opening 

for Wyong’s new arts venue.

It’s official! The Art House in Wyong is open for business and the first shows in the 
new venue have been a great success. First off the rank was Wyong Musical Theatre 
Company’s production of Oliver! It opened at the end of April and played to sell out 
audiences, but I was fortunate enough to see the first performance in the new venue 
and, I have to say, I found it absolutely thrilling. 

Based on “Oliver Twist”, Charles Dickens’ classic tale of a young boy, raised in a 
Victorian workhouse, who falls into a den of thieves in the back streets of old London, 
the show features memorable characters like the greedy and manipulative Fagin, the 
fearsome robber Bill Sykes, and wily young pick-pocket, the Artful Dodger. It 
premiered in 1960, enjoying long runs and several revivals there and on Broadway, 
and winning several Tony and Laurence Olivier awards, including Best Musical Score. 
Its popularity only increased when it was adapted into an Academy Award winning 
movie starring Mark Lester, Jack Wild, Ron Moody and Oliver Reed. 

WMTC’s production was directed by Anne Hart with choreography from Fiona Kelly, 
and it featured a highly talented cast that included renowned Coasties like Marc 
Calwell, Toni Williams, Margaret Holdom and Scott Osborne to name just a few. It 
was the first time I’d seen the stage show, but I was a great fan of the movie so I was 
really looking forward to this performance. The opening bars of “Food Glorious Food” 
actually gave me chills. The show included all my favourite songs, like “Who Will Buy”, 
“I’m Reviewing the Situation” and “As Long as He Needs Me”, and there were some 
numbers that were new to me, but they were just as strong as the familiar tunes. 

Performances from the cast were fantastic: the leads combined some remarkable singing voices with great 
acting. In the performance I saw Oliver was played by Sasha Teliatnikov who was immediately engaging in the 
role. He won my heart from his first song with his ethereal voice and a quality of pathos reminiscent of Mark 
Lester’s memorable film portrayal. Jamie Sturgess was charming and suitably precocious as the Artful Dodger. I 
really enjoyed the chorus numbers, too. The costuming added to the effect, with colour and variety that captured 
the Dickensian flavour and character of Victorian London. 

WMTC took full advantage of the new technical facilities. The Art House is very proud of its state of the art fly 
tower, and the crew made good use of it, enabling them to attempt more ambitious sets and scenery than were 
formally possible at the old Memorial Hall. All in all, it was a fantastic start that did the new theatre proud, and I’m 
sure the cast and crew, along with the Art House management must be very pleased with this auspicious 
christening of Wyong’s long anticipated arts venue. Congratulations to everyone involved! 

AUDITIONS

for Wyong Drama Group’s August production, Hannie Rayson’s “The Swimming Club” 
to be directed by Brendon Flynn. SHOW DATES: AUGUST: 19th, 20th, 21st + 24th, 26th, 27th

CHARACTERS (All 6 adults - 3m, 3f - are in their early fifties):

Dave Flinders, a Perth advertising executive; Professor Kate Morton, Dave’s wife, an archaeologist;
Sappho, their 17-year-old daughter, a self-obsessed goth; Laura Magellon, a Canadian writer and publisher of 

travel guides; Bird Rossiter, a Sydney small-business person; Nikos Nomikos, a Greek-born investigative 
journalist working in London; Jasper Bravnicar, a Slovenian entrepreneur living in London.

Auditions will take place Monday 16th May & Wednesday 18th May. Please contact Brendon Flynn on 
bendyboy@tpg.com.au for more information and audition monologues.

Information courtesy of WDG publicity.
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Symphony & Jazz
Guy Strazz Quartet "Eastern Blues"
The Conservatorium is proud to present one of Australia’s guitar masters and APRA awarded composer Guy Strazz with the 
exciting Eastern Blues Quartet. This is a rare opportunity for Central Coast music lovers to enjoy original swinging jazz/blues-
based compositions nuanced with Indian classical music and Latin funk elements in a band setting where the scintillating 
sounds of two guitars are driven by a vibrant rhythm section.

Robert Knox Hall, Central Coast Conservatorium, 45 Mann St, Gosford. Saturday, 28 May, 8.00pm
Tickets: Adults $30; Concessions/Seniors $25, Children under 16 Free (accompanied by an adult). 
Bookings: phone 4324 7477

Pearl Beach Junior Showcase Concert
The Pearl Beach Junior Showcase Concert is a celebration of solo instrumental and vocal performances by Central Coast 
Conservatorium junior (primary school) students. This is not a contest or eisteddfod, but an opportunity to perform in front of 
an appreciative audience where the musical experience is paramount. Although competition is a common aspect of the
musical education process, too often the focus is placed on competing rather than performing. This concert allows junior 
students to play from their hearts and be concerned with expressing themselves musically, which is what music is all about.

Pearl Beach Memorial Hall, 9 Diamond Road, Pearl Beach. Saturday, 28 May, 2.00pm
Bookings and Enquiries: (02) 4344 2319 | www.pearlbeach.net.au | pearlbeachprogress@hotmail.com

THE IRVINE FAMILY PIANO & PEARL 
BEACH MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP CONCERT

The Pearl Beach Music Scholarship and Irvine Family 
Piano Scholarship Concert will once again search for the 
Central Coast's best young music students. The annual 
scholarship competition now celebrating eleven years is 
for students of the Central Coast Conservatorium. Over 
the years the scholarship concerts have offered 
performance opportunity to students who have excelled 
in their chosen field.

Pearl Beach Memorial Hall, 9 Diamond Road, Pearl 
Beach. Sunday, 29 May, 2:00pm
Tickets: Entry cost is $10 and children under 15 are 
free. Bookings and Enquiries: (02) 4344 2319 | 
www.pearlbeach.net.au | 
pearlbeachprogress@hotmail.com

Adult Students - Soiree Concert #1
A celebration of performances by our adult students. This 
concert features performers from beginner through to 
advanced standard and showcase our wonderful adult 
students followed by an opportunity to meet up with the 
performers to share some nibbles and a glass of wine 
after the concert. 

Robert Knox Hall, Central Coast Conservatorium, 
45 Mann St, Gosford. Saturday, 21 May, 5:30pm
Tickets: Free (Donations Accepted)

Information courtesy of http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au/

About Music

CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm, Central Coast 
Leagues Club, Gosford

For details visit http://jazzleague.net

“Swinging coffee/lunch” overlooking the beach…Every 
Wednesday morning around 10.30am 

a group of old & young musos gather for a blow on the 
terrace of the Surf Club at MacMasters Beach. The kiosk 
is open 9am for breakfast/coffee/lunch. It’s a great spot! 

Jiri’s Harlem Swing new gig, every first Fri of month, 
7-9.30 Ela Mesa Greek restaurant & cafe, Woy Woy.
Jiri’s Harlem Swing play 7pm Thursdays fortnightly

[alternates with Dorian Mode’s Hammond Trio] 
at Avoca Pizza & Pasta 4382 3506 

Dorian’s Hammond Trio is also at Reviver Bar Mann 
St Gosford on alternate Sundays 3.30pm from 20 Mar. 

Cedars Bar & Grill Ilya Ave Erina 7pm 1st Thurs month
Big Band Obsession + vocalists Info 0418678500 

[Information courtesy of Jazz League newsletter]
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Youth in Performing Arts’ 25th Anniversary Concerts

Youth In Performing Arts 2016, our 25th Anniversary Concert Series is just about here. Once again, in 2016, a 
huge number of talented young performers from across the Central Coast auditioned for a position in this year’s 
YIPA concerts. “The talent seems to just get better and better. Some of these young performers just need to be 
seen to be believed!!” said YIPA’s director, Karen Morrow. “There will be four fantastic variety concerts from 
Wednesday 18th May each evening through until Saturday 21st May at Laycock Street Community Theatre. 
There is something for all ages in our concerts. This year’s YIPA concerts offer a great variety of
talent including vocalists, dancers, bands, instrumentalists, drama, mind reading and some combinations of those 
genres. “YIPA is very appreciative of the support we get from our local businesses. This year, YIPA will see our 
young performers applying for approximately $13,000 in scholarships and encouragement awards. We love being 
able to offer these awards to help the young performers get a start in what could be a lifelong career in the 
performing arts industry. “Tickets for YIPA are $22 for adults and $19 for pensioners and students, which is great 
value for money.” Tickets are available via Laycock Street Community Theatre website or phone 43 233 233.

Information and images courtesy of Gary Jackson
To read my reviews of previous years, please visit the ATCC website at

https://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2013/05/31/youth-in-performing-arts-2013-a-review-by-karen-ractliffe
https://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2012/06/14/a-review-of-youth-in-performing-arts-by-karen-ractliffe

AN AFTERNOON OF ACAPPELLA

Women’s a cappella group, Coastal a Cappella – winner of the 
inaugural Short+Sweet Voices award – heads to Wollongong at the 

end of May for the Australian Sweet Adelines competition.

A performance for family and friends will showcase the award winning 
choir and its quartets. Everyone welcome. 

Erina Baptist Church, 349 The Entrance Rd, Erina.
2pm 14 May

Gold coin donation.

www.coastalacappella.com

Information courtesy of Trish Tuffin, 
for Coastal a Cappella
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“River of Dreams” Album Release

Mirrabooka are happy to announce 
the release of their album “River of 
Dreams”. Our CD launch party is in 
the making. Pre-order your copy of 
this exciting album now! 16 tracks of 
all original songs: upbeat, country, 
reggae, blues, world, comic, metal 
and chill out. This album has it all, 
something for everyone, as only 
Mirrabooka can do! We are all very 
excited and can’t wait for you to 
hear it.

Information and image courtesy of https://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com

VOCALIST WANTED

Central Coast composer / producer Ardillier needs vocalist to 
complete upcoming album. Please send recording + recent photo 

to theardills@gmail.com
View on youtube: https://youtu.be/9uTudmbqyPI

Information courtesy of Cheryl Ardill
This image courtesy of http://therhythmhut.com.au
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Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

FRI 6th – ‘DUTCH COURAGE’ – Canton Beach Sports Club – 7:30-11:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
SAT 7th JELLYFISH - Wyong Leagues from 8.30pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au
SUN 8th – ‘KERRIE SOLO’ – Mothers Day @ Treble Clef Cafe, Umina – 11am-2pm 

http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
MON 9th - WAX LYRICAL Song Writers Showcase – Tall Timbers Hotel, Ourimbah from 7-9pm 

http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
THU 13th – ANDREW G - Avoca Bowling Club @ 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/

FRI 14th - TRD & Friends LIVE ORIGINAL SHOWCASE at Morisset Memorial Hall, 2pm to 4.30pm 
http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au

- ANDREW G - Wallarah Bay Recreation Club @ 8:00pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
- BRACKETS AND JAM Lake Munmorah from 6pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com/

FRI 20th – ‘KERRIE SOLO’ – Six String Brewery, Erina – 6-9pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
- BRACKETS AND JAM Kincumba Mountain from 7.30pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com/

- ANDREW G - Bay Sports Club @ 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
SAT 21st – ‘NOTHING SACRED’ – Wallarah Bay Rec Club, Wallarah Bay – 8pm 

http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
- ANDREW G - Gwandalan Bowling Club - May 27th @ 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
FRI 27th - ANDREW G - Halekulani Bowling Club @ 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/

- JELLYFISH - Avoca Beach Hotel from 8.30pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au
– ROCKMONSTER - Munmorah Bowlo – 8:30pm https://rockmonstershows.wordpress.com/
SUN 29th - 5 LANDS EXPERIENCE FEAT. SNAIL at The Rhythm Hut, Gosford from 5pm 

http://therhythmhut.com.au
- ANDREW G - Club Umina @ 2:00pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/

http://therhythmhut.com.au
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.jellyfishband.com.au
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au
http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
http://www.bracketsandjam.com/
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.bracketsandjam.com/
http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
http://www.jellyfishband.com.au
http://therhythmhut.com.au
http://www.andrewgodbold.com/


About Arts & Crafts
Page 9

This will be the fourteenth year Gosford City Council 
has hosted the Reconciliation exhibition, in conjunction 
with NSW Fair Trading. This event provides an 
opportunity for local indigenous and non-indigenous 
artists to showcase their work about reconciliation, and 
gives artists the opportunity to be recognised for their 
endeavours with over $10,000 in prize money on offer.
The award ceremony will be held on Sunday 29 May at 
11am. Visit the link below to find out how to enter.

Information and image courtesy of 
http://www.gosford.nsw.gov.au/galleries/what's-
on/exhibition Image credit: Winner of the Tony Donovan 
award, Wendy Pawley, I have a dreamtime

Reconciliation Exhibition
28 May - 17 Jul 2016, Gosford Regional Gallery 

Sculpture on the Greens 2016
Kooindah Waters Golf and Spa Resort, Wyong.
Open 7 days until May 22. Daylight hours. Free entry

'Sculpture on the Greens' subscribes to the belief that Art 
should be considered an opportunity for expression, rather 
than a subjective competition. Over 80 sculptures are been 
exhibited along with students from several local high schools. 
The exhibition is quickly gaining a reputation for its high 
caliber and egalitarian vision, pointing towards an interesting, 
contemporary collection with a diverse and eclectic range of 
sculptures assembled for the exhibition.

Information courtesy of http://www.sculptureonthegreens.net.au/

Above information and images courtesy of Tuggerah Lakes, and Toukley and District, Art Societies’ publicity.

http://www.gosford.nsw.gov.au/galleries/what's
http://www.sculptureonthegreens.net.au/


Fourth Exhibition at Horizons Gallery

Horizons at Killcare Gallery of Art has just commenced its 
4th exhibition and is proud to add a number of hugely talented 
local artists to its already notable lineup. There are now over 
100 magnificent works on display and as a special event we are 
inviting you to join us and Meet the Artist on Saturday 7th May from 
1pm - 3pm. At that time many of our outstanding talents will be at 
the gallery to chat with you and offer advice and insights into their 
works. All works are available for that very special Mothers’ Day gift 
or to add to your collection to beautify your home. The Gallery is 
located at the end of Beach Drive, Killcare Beach, on the upper 
level of Killcare SLSC. All tastes are catered for, with magnificent 
views of the beach and Bouddi National Park, food, drink, coffee, 
plenty of parking, lift and wheelchair access. Especially for the lead 
up to Mothers’ Day the gallery is open Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday 10am till 3pm. Usual trading is Thursday to 
Monday (some Saturday's excepted for private functions) 
Enquiries 0427 499861.

Information and images courtesy of (above) Brendon Weston, 
(below left) Shorethyme Restaurant, and (below right) TLAS publicity.
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