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This month’s highlights!
Nine page edition with news of WDG’s The 

Accused, REVIEWS of 3 great shows.
AUDITION info for Hair! The inaugural show 
of Central Coast Opera, the RISE UP festival 

for Coast Shelter, the Gosford City 
Christmas Parade and much more!

[Image courtesy of https://www.facebook.com/bidforblaze]

AUSTRALIA’S GOT TALENT!
Have you voted yet?

SMS "GREG" TO 199 888 99 OR CALL 1902 55 99 22  
DO IT NOW AND DO IT OFTEN!

Image courtesy of Greg’s facebook page. To see his AGT performances with The Chase, 
visit http://www.greggould.com.au/hear-us.html

Another Central Coast act is doing us proud on 
national TV and you have a chance to make sure 

Greg Gould and the Chase go all the way! See them 
on NBN for the Grand Final performance on Saturday 

8 pm then Sunday at 6.30 pm for The Decider

Voting closes midday on November 8 
so, if you haven’t voted yet, do it now!

CENTRAL COAST BENEFIT 
TO SUPPORT THE VICTIMS OF BUSH FIRE 

https://www.facebook.com/bidforblaze
http://www.greggould.com.au/hear


You’re Called for Jury Duty!

Jeffrey Archer, former British MP, is infamous for his brief time in prison, 
having been found guilty of perjury during a libel case. However he is probably 
more famous as a noted novelist, having sold over 250 million books 
worldwide. And now his talents come to the Wyong stage.

Hot on the success of the much loved “Calendar Girls” in August, Wyong 
Drama Group’s final production for the year is “The Accused”, a tense, 
contemporary, courtroom drama and the third play Archer has written. When it 
opened in the West End of London in 2000, Jeffrey Archer himself played the 
part of Dr Patrick Sherwood, “the Accused” of the title.

Directed by Pollyanna Forshaw, it features a strong cast – Brendon Flynn 
and Andrew Thomson spar as the opposing barristers, many of WDG’s new, 
youthful members keep the Old Bailey running smoothly and favourite, Lazlo 
Weidlich is crotchety Justice Cartwright. An array of colourful witnesses, for 
and against the accused, has us guessing till the end. Archer has an extra 
twist. He has cast, YOU, the audience, as the jury. You decide the verdict!
Remember – the law is not always what it seems!

Jeffrey Archer’s ingenious courtroom drama hits the stage on Thurs Nov 7th 
for 9 performances only, at the Wyong Memorial Hall, ending on Sat Nov 16th.
If you haven’t booked already, why not do so now on the WDG website 
www.wyongdramagroup.com.au or contact the booking helpline on 1300 665 
600. * Don’t forget Opening Night tickets are only $15 *

[Information and image courtesy of WDG publicity]
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WYONG MUSICAL THEATRE COMPANY’S 2013 Variety Show
– RETURN TO MANZIBAR –

An original story!

It’s that time of the year again when WMTC presents their annual Variety Show and this year it is even bigger and 
better than ever before! The show is a crazy look into the hilarities of Broadway and showcases amazing talent 

with songs from some of the most well-loved and popular Broadway shows of all time. With songs like ‘Walk like a 
Man’, ‘You Can’t stop the Beat’, ‘This is the moment’, ‘42nd Street’, ‘Timewarp’ and ‘Hit Me With Your Best Shot’ 

this show promises to have you singing along and tapping your feet while you roar with laughter and enjoy!

Variety Show ‘Return to Manzibar’
Wyong Memorial Hall 

23rd November, Shows 2pm and 8pm
Tickets just $15 – Table seating – BYO nibbles and drinks.

To book your tickets and reserve your seat call 1300 366 470! Seating plan available on our website –
www.wmtc.com.au We would love to see you there to support our company and have a great afternoon doing so!

[Information courtesy of WMTC’s October newsletter.]

FILM GLOBAL 
- French Night –

2nd last Friday of the month - this month ONLY

Come and join us for the Film Global experience. Feast on the sights, sounds and tastes as a different Cultural 
Community group hosts Film Global each month. Film Global was developed to celebrate the diversity of cultures 

that exist in the Central Coast community.

Film Global brings people together to celebrate culture. Over the years, a variety of culturally inspired celebrations 
have been expressed through a range of traditional and contemporary cultural performances, displays, dance, 

music, food and more.

The Hub Youth Entertainment Venue, Erina Fair
Nov 22nd, 6:30pm Doors Open - For a 7pm start.
$2 at the door (goes back into the programme)

[Information courtesy of http://www.thehuberina.com/the-hub/events.do]

AUDITIONS
Wyong Musical Theatre Company’s

"Hair" 
The American Tribal Love Rock Musical

Directed by Peter & Karen Pendleton.

To be performed at Wyong Memorial Hall, Anzac Ave, Wyong.
April/May 2014.

Infomation Night 02/12/13 7:30pm at Wyong Memorial Hall
Auditions 16th & 18th Dec 2014 from 7:00pm by Appointment 

Information courtesy of http://www.wmtc.com.au
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REVIEW REVIEW!

An overview of three shows: Uniting Productions’ A Better You, Woy Woy Little Theatre’s 
Competitive Tenderness, and Gosford Musical Society’s A Christmas Carol.

This time of year Coasties are spoiled for local theatre. In the past month I’ve seen three great shows, and there 
are more coming soon! First off the block was Uniting Productions’ October show. UP are doing sterling work 
supporting local writers. Their monthly rehearsed readings offer playwrights the opportunity to see their work 
performed and then to discuss their play with the audience and receive feedback. Usually twice a year, in May 
and October, the most popular of these plays are then chosen to be performed as full productions.

Last month it was the turn of A Better You by Mark C. Bourne. Mark’s play is 
an entertaining black farce set in a community hall where some local ladies are 
attending a self improvement presentation. Problems arise when the students 
apparently kill their tutor with kindness, then the seemingly average cross section 
of women turn into Machiavellian monsters as they debate the best method of 
disposing of the body. The situation is further complicated by the arrival of a 
couple of ballroom dancers who have booked the hall to rehearse for a 
championship. The plot is delightfully bizarre and completely unpredictable, 
keeping you guessing what will happen right to the end. Mark has created 
characters that are diverse yet familiar, and enjoyably despicable, and endowed 
them with some very funny dialog.

Mary Middleton’s direction was subtle, drawing performances from her actors 
that were nicely understated and droll. This allowed the humour and 
outlandishness of the characters and situation to evolve naturally and the drama
to build steadily. The actors clearly enjoyed the macabre mix of the commonplace 
and absurd in their roles. It was a great ensemble performance and each of them 
played their parts well. I enjoyed seeing some familiar faces among the cast and 
look forward to seeing more of the newcomers.

UP always welcomes new actors, and directors, and is actively seeking more local plays. If you are interested in 
getting involved, email Mary at simbasmum@live.com.au or phone Margaret on 4365 1343. The next reading will 
be on Friday 22nd November at the Uniting Church Hall, Donnison Street, Gosford. Entry is free. A gold coin 
donation is requested for refreshments after the reading. For more details visit www.unitingprocutions.org.au

Last weekend saw the opening of Woy Woy Little Theatre’s production of 
Competitive Tenderness written by Hannie Rayson, and directed by Christine 
Vale. Christine, who directed last year’s innovative and highly successful 
production of The 39 Steps, now brings her talents to an Australian comedy 
from one of our foremost contemporary writers.

In this play Rayson turns the piercing light of her acerbic humour on the 
machinations of a ‘typical’ outback town council. The plot revolves around the 
appointment of a new CEO. Dawn Snow, whose dubious credentials include 
running a weight loss empire and reforming the Ugandan prison system, is a 
successful businesswoman charged with bringing her experience in the private 
sector to the problem of making the council’s competitive tendering budget cost 
effective. Despite being new to local government, she soon proves herself 
adept in the fields of local and sexual politics as she slyly manipulates 
everyone, from the mayor and local MP to secretaries, dog catchers, traffic 
workers and the local Greek and Macedonian communities, all of whom have 
their own very different agendas. The plot twists and turns like a brown snake 
through ploy and counter-ploy and challenges the audience to keep up as it 
builds toward its manic conclusion with plenty of surprises along the way.

A diverse cast of deftly drawn characters showcases the talents of some of the Coast’s best known and loved 
actors while providing opportunities for promising newcomers, and for recent members to start establishing 
themselves as Woy Woy regulars. All performed well in their roles but I especially enjoyed Annie Bilton’s portrayal 
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of Dawn’s slippery, conniving and idiosyncratic character. Some nice directorial touches in the use of body 
language humorously pointed up her political manipulations, particularly in her relationship with the fawning Mayor 
Guest, played by the inimitable Paul Russell. The cast were backed up by good technicals. Those in the area of 
sound were particularly realistic. Christine’s set was simple but effective, allowing the action to flow quickly from 
scene to scene – an important consideration with Rayson whose plays’ fast paced action and frequent cutting 
between scenes often seems more suited to television and screen than it does to live theatre. Cast and crew have 
done well to take on the challenge and congratulations are due to all.

Competitive Tenderness closes this weekend and tickets are selling fast but there’s still time to get yours 
through WWLT’s new online ticketing system at http://www.woywoylt.com.au or call 4344 4737.

This weekend is also your last chance to get along to Gosford Musical 
Society’s production of A Christmas Carol, but you’ll need to act fast. 
Saturday performances are sold out, but there are still a few tickets available for 
Thursday and Friday evening. GMS have had several sell-out shows recently and 
this deserves to be another.

Dickens’ classic tale of the miserly Ebenezer Scrooge, who is reformed to 
humanity after a night of ghostly visitations on the eve of Christmas, has been 
beautifully adapted by Mike Ockrent and Lynn Ahrens with music by Alan 
Menken. Before the show my husband was complaining that he rarely finds the 
songs from contemporary shows memorable, but this one had him eating his 
words as quickly as Christmas pudding, and I’m still humming the closing number 
a week later. Lavish and colourful scenery and costuming recreate both the 
glamour and squalor of London Victoriana on the Laycock stage, and I’m always 
delighted by GMS’ ingenious sets within sets that unfold like Chinese boxes to 
quickly transform scene and setting. Direction and choreography conspire to 
move the production through the full gamut from frolicsome fun to moving pathos 
with genuinely macabre and spooky moments along the way.

The character of Scrooge is on stage for the whole production, so GMS decided to alternate two actors in the 
role: David Kerslake and Tim Page. David was Scrooge on the night I attended and I enjoyed his performance, 
which successfully captured both the irascibility of the character and the charm of his reform. He had excellent 
support from the rest of the cast, especially from the visiting spirits. Ksenia Teliatnikova showed plenty of 
personality as the Ghost of Christmas Past, and she has the voice of an angel. The talented Richard Lovegrove 
had great stage presence as the Ghost of Christmas Present, and revelled in the physicality of his role. Shayne 
Leslie brought goose-bump creepiness to the role of the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come. And it would take a 
harder heart than Scrooge himself possessed not to be moved to tears by the endearing Tiny Tim. I’m a bit of a 
“bah humbug” myself but this show was almost enough to make me believe in Christmas. “Bless us, every one!”

Tickets for the show are available from Laycock Street Theatre. Call the box office on 4323 3233, or purchase
on line through the website at http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com.

[Images courtesy of UP, WWLT and GMS publicity]
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Symphony & Jazz
Central Coast Conservatorium presents

Help, Help, The Globolinks!
A Space Opera by Gian Carlo Menotti

a Central Coast Opera production
Central Coast Opera present their inaugural opera production of Gian Carlo 
Menotti's popular children's opera. With a cast of over 40 local opera singers and 
dancers, this is a production that will appeal to the young and the young at heart.
It is an opera in four scenes with an original English libretto by the composer. 
Menotti described the opera as "sinister, but with a touch of humour". The aliens 
(Globolinks) are accompanied by weird electronic sounds which are only 
overcome by the sound of real music. That music is played by school student 
Emma, the only child on the school bus who has remembered her violin, and who 
is not overcome by the Globolinks mesmerizing electronica. She uses her violin 
to subdue the aliens until help arrives, or does it?

Friday November 15th, 7.30pm and Saturday November 16th, 1pm and 7pm
Laycock Street Community Theatre, North Gosford

Adults $30, Students/Children $15
BOOKINGS: 43 233 233

For more details visit http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au

CCPC presents Handel's Messiah

In celebration of its 50th anniversary, the Central Coast Philharmonia 
Choir is proud to announce two performances of Handel's Messiah. 
The whole work will be performed at 7.30 pm on Saturday 30th 
November at Gosford Anglican Church, 3 Mann St, Gosford. The 
following afternoon at 2.30pm at the same venue, there will be a 
shortened version especially chosen to appeal to families with children 
of all ages. This second concert is being presented as an introduction 
to Messiah and similar choral works to demonstrate that the world of 
music is much more than rock and roll and the X Factor.

Adults $30, Concessions $25, Students/Children $10,
Under 15 accompanied FREE

Gosford Anglican Church, 3 Mann Street, Gosford
Saturday November 30th 7.30pm

Information and images courtesy of 
http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au
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CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Celebrating 20 Years!

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm
Central Coast Leagues Club, Gosford
For details visit http://jazzleague.net

“Swinging coffee/lunch” overlooking the 
beach…Every Wednesday morning around 

10am a group of old & young musos gather for a 
blow on the terrace of the Surf Club at 

MacMasters Beach. The kiosk is open 9am for 
breakfast/coffee/lunch. It’s a great spot! 

For more info call Helena 
or Steven Hansen 4382 3241

See you Thursdays at the AVO JAZZnPIZZA ! 
Jazz at Avoca Pizza & Pasta fortnightly 7pm 

Thurs 4 & 18 April $9 kids free, BYO 4382 3506.
Get Jazz Get Happy…Jiri !  

www.harlemswing.com

[Information courtesy of Jazz League newsletter]
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Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

Sat 2nd - "KERRIE SOLO" - Bay Sports Club, Bateau Bay - Music Lounge - 8-11:30pm 
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

Fri 8th - Sea FM DISCOVERED - Cover/Version Vocalists semi finals http://www.thehuberina.com/the-
hub/events.do

Sat 9th - "DUTCH COURAGE" - Ourimbah RSL - from 7pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
 BRACKETS AND JAM Lake Munmorah from 6 pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com

Fri 15th - "DUTCH COURAGE" - Gosford RSL - West Gosford - from 6pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
 BATTLE OF THE BANDS GRAND FINAL http://www.thehuberina.com/the-hub/events.do

 BRACKETS AND JAM Kincumber from 7.30 pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com
 ANDREW GODBOLD SOLO at Wyong Bowling Club http://www.andrewgodbold.com

Sat 16th - ROCKMONSTER at Munmorah United Bowling Club, Lake Munmorah. (call 43588519 to book).
Fri 22nd - PAUL ROBERT BURTON Solo - Ocean Beach Hotel, Umina 18:30 – 21:30 

http://www.paulrobertburton.com/PRB/Home.html
Sat 23rd - "DUTCH COURAGE" - The Entrance Sails Stage - 11am-3pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

RISE OF THE DEAD – 7 live bands at Woy Woy leagues Club from 6 pm til late 
https://www.facebook.com/events/340162646120968/?ref_dashboard_filter=upcoming

 THE THOMSONS at THE TROUBADOR CLUB, at CWA Hall, The Boulevarde (Opposite Fisherman's 
Wharf) Woy Woy. Enquiries phone 4241 4060 or www.troubadour.org.au

Sun 24th - "KERRIE SOLO" - Six Strings Brewery, Erina - 1:00-4:00pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

http://jazzleague.net
www.harlemswing.com
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.thehuberina.com/the
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.bracketsandjam.com
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.thehuberina.com/the
http://www.bracketsandjam.com
http://www.andrewgodbold.com
http://www.paulrobertburton.com/PRB/Home.html
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/events/340162646120968/?ref
www.troubadour.org.au
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au


About Arts, Crafts & Writers
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TOUKLEY AND DISTRICT ART SOCIETY

The 67th Exhibition continues until 24th November. Gallery opening times:
Tuesday - Friday from 10am - 4pm (closes at 3pm during Winter months)

Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays from 10am - 1pm. A gold coin donation would be appreciated.

Information courtesy of http://www.toukleyartgallery.com.au

Avoca Markets ART TANK Project

24th November 9 to 2 pm, Heazlett Park Foreshore

The project is aimed at developing community connections by bringing our youth and elders together to 
create art that will go into the design on the water tanks in the park. Everyone is welcome to join in this 
community art project! Bring the family and spend a great day out! The park will be absolutely packed with 
things to see and do with local arts and crafts, food, homewares, clothing, jewellery kids’ activities.

Handmade Craft Market

30 Nov 2013 9:30 am to 2:30 pm

The Handmade Craft Market is the Central Coast’s quarterly boutique indoor and outdoor market for all 
things handmade, handcrafted and homegrown. Head to Gosford City Basketball and Sports Stadium 
(Bridgecoast Stadium), Terrigal for the next market and shop for gorgeous handmade originals and delicious 
treats from over 100 local handmade artists and designers. We continue to bring you the most talented 
designers and artists from around the Central Coast and surrounding regions, enabling us to offer you a truly 
unique shopping experience. Shoppers can enjoy everything from handmade soap and jam to beautiful 
handmade accessories and clothing for young ones and the the not so young. Come and shop for quality 
unique products, see up and coming designers and enjoy a fun day out with the whole family. The first 100 
people through the doors will receive one of our fabulous goodie bags full of samples and offers so get there 
early so you don’t miss out.

Entry: Gold Coin Donation. Kids (up to 16 years) FREE. 100% of entry door donations go to local charities.

[Information courtesy of http://www.mygosford.com.au/index.php/what-s-on/event-categories]

Image courtesy 
of gbid publicity
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Gosford City
Christmas Parade

Kibble Park, Gosford
November 30, 10 am to 2 pm

Gosford Business Improvement District inc Promotions 
Committee (GBID) is calling all schools, community groups, 
cultural groups, individuals and business across the Central 
Coast to join this year’s annual Gosford City Christmas Parade.
The parade will start at 11am on Saturday 30thNovember and is 
set to attract a crowd of several thousand onlookers.

The Annual Gosford City Christmas Parade is a well established tradition in Gosford where we block off Mann 
Street in Gosford and transform it with all the colour and excitement of a Christmas Parade. This year’s theme is 
to be “Creative & Christmassy”. We will have marching bands, vintage cars & fire engines, characters, business 
floats and maybe even a donkey! After the parade, there are free activities for the whole family in Kibble Park, 
Gosford. You can celebrate this year’s theme with colour, zany costumes, a Christmas theme ‘with a twist’ or your 
own fun way. It’s a great team building exercise and you will have fun on the day. Be creative with your vehicle 
(floats, trucks, cars), walking processions, characters, bands, dress up animals or whatever suits.

GO FOR IT!
This is a great opportunity to gain exposure to thousands of people for your business, 

school or community organisation.

[Information and image courtesy of gbid publicity.
For more details visit http://www.mygosford.com.au/index.php/what-s-on/event-categories]
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FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN WRITERS MEETINGS

Fellowship of Australian Writers meet at Gosford Hotel, 10 am, 3rd Sunday of the month. If you’re interested 
in writing, please contact Helen Luidens on 4363 2627

Information courtesy of Helen Luidens.
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