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THE FLASH FESTIVAL AWARDS 2014

35 characters, 22 actors, 11 writers and 10 directors compete for 11 awards!

Congratulations to WOY WOY LITTLE THEATRE on the success of its first FLASH 
FESTIVAL. WWLT has always been strong in its support of local theatrical talent and 
this festival is the latest innovation to nurture new and upcoming writers, actors and 
directors through a series of workshops leading to a weekend of performance.

The festival showcased a variety of plays, and it was great to see new writers among 
the entrants, along with fresh faces on stage and behind the scenes. I was thrilled when 
WWLT president, Christine Vale, confirmed that the festival will continue as an annual 
event.

Well done, everyone involved!

The Awards!

Best Actor – Duncan Mitchell (“Last Supper”)
Best Actress – Yvonne Berry-Porter (“The Smiling Exhibitionist”)
Best Supporting Actor – Bob Farmer (“The Smiling Exhibitionist”)

Best Supporting Actress – Christine Vale (“Ladies Day”)
Best Production – “Inspiration” (dir. Lex Tonnet)

2nd Best Production – “The Smiling Exhibitionist” (dir Pam Campbell)
3rd Best Production – “Ladies Day” (dir. Margaret McGowan)

Best Unpublished Script – “Last Supper” (writer John Ad Fraser)
Best Use of Theme (“Flash”) – “The Smiling Exhibitionist” (writer Frank Hatherley)

Adjudicator’s Special Award – “Thunder In The Mirror” (dir. Polly Forshaw)
Peoples Pick – “Ladies Day” (writer Joan Dalgleish, dir. Margaret McGowan)

Photos from the event may be viewed at 
http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2014/10/13/an-explosion-of-talent-for-the-first-flash-

short-play-festival/

http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2014/10/13/an


A REVIEW of WWLT’s THE ODD COUPLE
By Neil Simon, Directed by Shea Wicks

Woy Woy Little Theatre is having a sell out success with its final offering of the season: 
Neil Simon’s much loved, Tony Award winning comedy, The Odd Couple.

Simon is a prolific American playwright and screenwriter, recipient of numerous Tony 
awards and Oscars, as well as the Pulitzer Prize for drama. He is famous for such plays 
as Barefoot in the Park and Last of the Red Hot Lovers, movies like Murder by Death, 
California Suite and Biloxi Blues, and television series such as The Phil Silvers Show. The 

Odd Couple achieved success in all three mediums: after a hit two year run on Broadway it was made famous on 
the big screen in 1968 by its stars Jack Lemmon and Walter Matthau then, in the seventies, it reached a new 
audience through the popular TV show starring Tony Randall and Jack Klugman.* The play focuses on the 
friendship between two divorced men, Felix Unger and Oscar Madison, and the friction that arises between them 
when they decide to share an apartment. The play exploits the comedic potential of their opposed personalities 
(Oscar is a poker playing, womanising slob; Felix, a neurotic hypochondriac and neat-freak) while gently exploring 
the pathos of a genuine human situation. The dialogue is witty and quick-fire, but much of the humour derives 
from the sharp observation of identifiable characters reacting under the stress of recognisable social dilemmas.

Award winning director, Shea Wicks, has assembled a top notch cast for Woy Woy’s production. The leads are 
played by two very experienced actors: David Wicks, a seasoned theatrical who was tempted out of retirement to 
play Teddy in Arsenic and Old Lace when he joined the Woy Woy family two years ago; and Stephen Cummings 
who is very familiar to Central Coast audiences, having played more than 30 roles around the Coast over the past 
20 years. Steve’s portrayal of Felix manages to embrace aspects of both Jack Lemmon and 
Tony Randall’s performances in the role, while still making the character very much his own, 
and David’s energetic yet sensitive rendering of Oscar makes the character likeable and 
sympathetic even when he is at his most irascible. Together they revive the chemistry that 
has made the friends’ antagonistic relationship so perennially popular. Very able support is 
provided by Keith Conway, Aidan Cuddington, Chris Ashcroft and Douglas Kent (who play 
Oscar’s poker buddies), Tiffany Tuffin and Rebecca McRae (who play his upstairs 
neighbours). Several of these are newcomers to the Peninsula Theatre but none are 
strangers to the stage. They all make the most of their roles, ensuring that each character is 
distinct and memorable. Shea’s direction is meticulous, showing a fine eye for detail in the 
use of set and props, and in the subtle but continuous activity of the actors that creates 
texture and a strong sense of realism throughout the piece. Clever mirroring of action 
sequences in early and later scenes is used to great comic effect and, from start to finish,
the pace and energy is excellent.

Everyone involved is to be congratulated for a successful and entertaining production of this beloved play. 
Performances for this weekend and the final matinee are already sold out, but there are still a few seats left for 
next weekend if you hurry. Book online at http://www.woywoylt.com.au or call the box office on 4344 4737

* Biographical info courtesy of http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neil_Simon
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Gosford Musical Society presents the smash hit musical
The Phantom of the Opera

Far beneath the majesty, splendour and the extravagant frenetic bustle 
of the Paris Opera House, a mysterious Phantom hides in a shadowy 
existence. Shamed by his physical appearance and feared by all, 
except by his beautiful protégée, Christine, whose heart cannot resist 
the strength of his intoxicating love that captivates her.

The world’s most captivating musical, “Phantom” arrives at the 
Laycock Street Community Theatre from 18th October continuing until
15th November for a very exclusive season. Feel the music, share the 
drama and witness the passion that is The Phantom of the Opera.
Winner of seven Tony Awards, including Best Musical, The Phantom 
of the Opera has been seen by over 130 million people in 150 cities in 
33 countries. Worldwide, The Phantom of the Opera consistently plays 
to larger audiences and in longer engagements than any other musical 
in history. In October/November at The Laycock Street Community 
Theatre, Gosford Musical Society is proud to present the thrills, 
passion, spectacle and mesmerizing music that magically combines to 
bring this tragic love story to life. 

Audiences will be absorbed by the production's sensational score that 
includes ‘Think of Me,’ ‘Angel of Music,’ ‘Music of the Night,’ ‘All I Ask 
of You,’ ‘Wishing You Were Somehow here again’, ‘Masquerade’ and 
the title song. GMS has commissioned a superb production team 
headed by experienced director/designer Christopher Hamilton (The 
King & I, Anything Goes, Showboat, How To Succeed In Business). 
Joining Chris in other major production roles are musical director Chris 
Hochkins (The Boy From Oz, Spamalot and Hairspray) and 
internationally experienced choreographer Bronwyn Russell (The 
Phantom of the Opera – Corps de Ballet). Add spectacular costumes 
designed by Lesli Normet, a brilliant set (including a splendid 
chandelier) and an inspired ensemble cast of outstanding leading 
performers, musicians, dancers and vocalists ensures the GMS 
production of The Phantom of The Opera will be one of 2014s most 
anticipated local theatrical highlights. A show not to be missed!

Book online at www.laycockstreettheatre.com or call 4323 3233. All tickets: $48

Information and image courtesy of GMS publicity and http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com/whats_on.html
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Become a Sponsor
and help support our local arts community

About the Central Coast 
specifically, and freely, promotes 

local amateur artists and performers.
In order to continue, the service relies on the 

support of the community.

Anyone can be a Sponsor

To find out more, drop me a line at about@y7mail.com

Would you like to advertise your business in 
About the Central Coast ezine?

ATCC freely supports and promotes
the entertainment activities of

local performers, artists and musicians,

but I would also welcome requests for advertising 
from local businesses. Reasonable rates. 

For more information, drop me a line at 
about@y7mail.com

www.laycockstreettheatre.com
http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com/whats_on.html


Wyong Drama Group presents a play  “full of vitality and humour” 
by the creator and writer of the hit TV show Offspring.

Wyong Drama Group has closed its history in the Wyong Memorial Hall and begins 
in a new venue with an exciting production of the Australian play Sweet Road, written 
by Debra Oswald (best known as the writer of popular TV series Offspring – recently 
announced by Channel 10 as its Number One show since it began transmitting 50 
years ago). Oswald has also written TV’s The Secret Life of Us and several hit plays.

Sweet Road follows the travels of Andy and Carla, their unseen children Nicole and
Blake and pet, Browndog, Frank – a true Aussie battler, Jo, – a wife betrayed, Michael 
– a mysterious man touched by tragedy and Yasmin, a young free-spirited girl. As their 
lives interweave, the backdrop of outback Australia amplifies their own emotional 
landscape of hope, freedom, revenge, adventure and escape.

Director, 21 year old Joshua Maxwell, last had WDG’s directing reins in his hands 
for the acclaimed Two Weeks with the Queen. Josh has produced, designed, directed, 
lit, stage managed and written numerous productions locally and nationally. He says 
“this production is not your typical road trip play or traditional theatre experience. We 
have 57 scenes set in, around and over eight hundred thousand square kilometers. So 
the production calls for a completely interactive digital set, the first of its kind on the 
Central Coast, and Nik Lyons’ lighting design promises to be inventive and captivating. 
The show also features a gorgeous score of music from young local composer Declan 
Green written just for this production.”

Sweet Road features old and new WDG faces: Marc Calwell, Scott Russell and Kyle 
Carlson (all last seen in The Accused) Kalani Hirst (Two Weeks With The Queen), 

along with newcomers to WDG, but not to the stage, Jessica Pascuzzo and Danielle Brame Whiting. Scott 
Osborne, and Cassie Roome complete a fresh and talented cast.

Sweet Road will have you leaving the theatre entertained, moved and wanting to jump in the car and drive 
across our beautiful country. It opens at The Grove Theatre, 1 North Road, Wyong for a limited season from 
Thursday 6th to Saturday 15th November. Tickets are available from http://www.wyongdramagroup.com.au
or call 1300 665 600. (Information and image courtesy of WDG publicity.)

Uniting Productions presents
AUSTRALIA’S PREMIERE 

FULL STAGE PRODUCTION
of Coastie Annie Bilton’s new adaptation of
Sophocles’ masterpiece ANTIGONE.

Following very enthusiastic response to their public reading of the 
play, UNITING PRODUCTIONS has chosen ANTIGONE as their 
mainstage production for 2014. First staged two and a half thousand 
years ago in Ancient Greece, ANTIGONE still has a powerful impact 
on audiences all over the world. The central theme never dates: is 
our first duty to the State, or to our family and our God? This conflict 
faces us right now, even in peaceful modern Australia. So get down 
to the Uniting Church Hall, Donnison St., Gosford for the Uniting 
Productions not-to-be-missed theatrical event of the year!

Fridays November 21& 28 at 8 pm
Saturdays November 22 & 29 at 2pm and 8pm 
Bookings 4324 0324 

Information and image courtesy of Annie Bilton for UP publicity. More details available from the weblog at
http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2014/11/04/uniting-productions-presents-antigone
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Symphony & Jazz
Central Coast Philharmonia Choir present “Gloria”

Central Coast Philharmonia Choir presents a program of music with contrasting 
styles used to interpret the hymn “Gloria in excelsis Deo” (Glory to God in the 
Highest). From the beauty of Vivaldi’s “Gloria” with its string accompaniment to 
the excitement of John Rutter’s “Gloria” with its brass accompaniment, other 
compositions will demonstrate other forms of musical contrast. It will be a very 
interesting and entertaining concert. Direction will be by Philip Rees OAM. 

Saturday November 8 at 7.30pm at Gosford Anglican Church.
Adults $30, Conc/Seniors $25, Students $15, Child under 16 free (accompanied by an adult), groups of 10+ $23 
each. Tickets from CCC on 4324 7477 or at 45 Mann St Gosford or online at www.laycockstreettheatre.com

CCSO Concert Series #3 - Symphony No.1

The 20th Century Czech composer, Bohuslav Martinu, wrote his first symphony in 1942. It was commissioned by 
Koussevitsky, who after the outstanding success of the premiere by the Boston Symphony Orchestra, remarked 

“you cannot change a single note...it is a classical symphony”. The New York Herald Tribune music critic 
concluded that Martinu was the successor to his compatriot Smetana.

Impact Centre, 19 Chetwynd Rd, Erina - Saturday, 29 November, 8.00pm
Adults $40; Concessions $35; Student/Child $15; Family (2+2) $100

Available from Central Coast Conservatorium on 4324 7477

Information and images courtesy of (above) http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au/events.htm, 
and (below right) Cathy De Vries 
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CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm
Central Coast Leagues Club, Gosford

For details visit http://jazzleague.net

“Swinging coffee/lunch” overlooking the 
beach…Every Wednesday morning around 10am 
a group of old & young musos gather for a blow on 
the terrace of the Surf Club at MacMasters Beach. 
The kiosk is open 9am for breakfast/coffee/lunch. 

It’s a great spot! 
For more info call Helena or Steven Hansen on 

4382 3241

See you Thursdays at the AVO JAZZnPIZZA ! 
Jazz at Avoca Pizza & Pasta fortnightly 7pm Thurs 

4 & 18 April $9 kids free, BYO 4382 3506.
Get Jazz Get Happy…Jiri !  

www.harlemswing.com

[Information courtesy of Jazz League newsletter]

www.laycockstreettheatre.com
http://centralcoastconservatorium.co
http://jazzleague.net
www.harlemswing.com


Firefly Magic Nights with Live Music at The Forest of Tranquility

Live Firefly Magic Entry Prices (Sat & Sun Nights)
•  Adults: $45.00 •  Pension Card Concession: $25.00 •  Children: $25.00 •  Family (2 adults, 2 children): $115.00

Music commences from 7 pm and is followed by our Firefly talk before twilight rainforest walk. (What to do and 
how to approach the Fireflies). Information courtesy of http://www.forestoftranquility.com/firefly-magic

2014 Battle of the Bands: The Hub Series GRAND FINAL

Featuring 6 bands:
Loose Connections, Now Open, Lost In Motion,
The Moving Stills, The Polars, and Euphorium

Venue: the Hub Erina, Youth Entertainment Venue
Date: 14 November 2014, Time: 6.30pm - 9.30pm

Admission: Tickets $15.00 at the door: Pre-Sale tix available ($12 incl BF) 
at the GCC Customer Services Desk, Erina Library and online from 

http://www.thehuberina.com/the-hub/events.do
Pre sale tix go into draw to win lucky door prize $200 Macron.

Information courtesy of The Hub website

Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

FRI 7th - ANDREW G - Avoca Bowling Club - 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com
- 2014 SEAFM DISCOVERED SEMI FINAL 2 - The Hub Erina Youth Entertainment Venue - 6:30pm - 9:00pm 

http://www.thehuberina.com/the-hub/events.do
- BRACKETS AND JAM - Kincumba Mountain Friday - 9.30-11.30pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com

SAT 8th – “SOUL STATION” – The Greens Bowing Club – The Entrance – 7-11pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
- ANDREW G - Wyong Leagues Club - 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com

MON 10th – “WAX LYRICAL” – ORIGINAL SONGWRITERS NIGHT – Settlers Tavern, Gosford – 7:30pm 
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

FRI 14th – “DUTCH COURAGE” – Tall Timbers Hotel – Ourimbah – 7:30-11pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
SAT 15th – “KERRIE SOLO” – Six Strings Brewery – Original Set 7-7:45pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

THU 20th – “KERRIE SOLO” – Berkeley Vale Nursing Home – 1:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
FRI 21st – “DUTCH COURAGE” – Doyalson Rsl – 8:30pm-12:30am http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- ANDREW G - Wallarah Bay Rec Club - 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com
- ENEMIES WITH BENEFITS EP LAUNCH with 5 bands including The Moving Stills - 123 Donnison St, Gosford - 6pm 

http://youthartswarehouse.com.au/event/enemies-with-benefits-ep-launch
SAT 22nd – “KERRIE SOLO” – Bay Sports Club, Bateau Bay – 8-11:30pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- ROCKMONSTER Purple Zep Show - Wyong Rugby League Club - 8:30pm
http://www.rockmonster.com.au/gigs.shtml

- JELLYFISH supporting Hoodoo Gurus and Mental As Anything - Gosford Racecourse, 3pm 
http://www.jellyfishband.com.au/gigs.html

FRI 28 - ROCKMONSTER - Munmorah Bowlo - 8:30pm - http://www.rockmonster.com.au/gigs.shtml
- SARAH HUMPHREYS 'New Moon' album launch with Kris Morris (launching his album 'Ruins') and special guests -

The Glass Onion Society, 308 The Entrance Rd, Long Jetty -7:30 PM http://www.sarahhumphreys.com/shows
SAT 29th – “KERRIE SOLO” – Club Toukley Rsl – 5-8pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- JELLYFISH Gosford Hospital Xmas Party - 8pm-11.30pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au/gigs.html
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Information and image courtesy of Nadia Zarb. For a brief review of the restaurant and to view photos of the exhibition visit 
the weblog at http://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2014/11/04/in-and-around-shorethyme-norah-head/

Pop Up Gallery at Westfield Tuggerah

Throughout the whole month of November, The Central Coast Collective will be the first group involved in a joint 
project between Westfield Tuggerah and Wyong Council. This will involve a pop-up gallery in a store which is 

outside in the restaurant precinct.

Open from 1st-28th November.
You can find us next to Yogurtland.

For more information, examples of the art and a video presentation about the project visit http://www.thecc.co/westfield
Information courtesy of Mark Douglas for Central Coast Collective

The 69th Art Exhibition will be open until Sunday 23rd November,
every day, from 10am until 4pm.

The Toukley and Districts Art Society (in our home at the Federation 
Gallery and Information Centre, Wallarah Road, Gorokan, just 
before Toukley Bridge) is the showcase for the Wyong Shire art 
scene. On display are paintings in oil, acrylics, watercolour and 
pastel, along with porcelain, hand-painted silk, craft work, jewellery, 
and original cards. The featured ‘Artist for the Month’ of November 
will be long standing member, Pamela Brookes. Our Academy 
Painting mornings are held every Wednesday, from 9am to 12 noon 
supervised by Peter Tassell and anyone is welcome to attend and 
enjoy their painting with others. All the artworks are by the Society’s 
local members and are all for sale at reasonable prices. Come in 
and meet the artists. The entry is free, but a donation is welcome.
For more details call the gallery on 4392 4666, or visit the website: 
www.toukleyartgallery.com.au

Information and image courtesy of Helen Morrison, Publicity Officer

About Arts & Crafts
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Photos by PIGS on show

Pearl Beach Image and Graphics Society ( PIGS ) is holding its second annual 
photographic exhibition at the Pearl Beach Memorial Hall, 9 Diamond Road,
Pearl Beach on Saturday 22nd November, 10am-5pm and Sunday 23rd 
November 12-4pm. Admission is free and refreshments will be available.

PIGS is a group of local amateur and 
professional photographers.They held their first 
public exhibition earlier this year and founder 
member Duncan Bridel says “the first exhibition 
by the group was so succesful in attracting 

interest that it was decided to make the exhibition an annual event. Again the 
exhibition will feature photographs of a wide variety of subjects and styles.”

Information and photos from the first exhibition courtesy of John Shingleton for PIGS publicity

Dear Karen

I had the pleasure of being a new director for one of the plays in WWLT’s FLASH FESTIVAL and of watching the 
others as well. Pride swelled at the thought of how many good new playwrights, directors and actors we have here 
on the Central Coast. The festival showcased a great assortment of stories for one night: a body, a comedy, so 
many different stories, including an alien invasion! 

I will be wondering what new stories could be told next year.

And if you haven't seen GMS’ Phantom of the Opera already, get yourself out there for tickets. Fantastic choice 
of voices. I've heard the professional production and this is the best singing I've heard. Their voices go through 
you!

Yuley B

Many thanks for your comments, Yuley. I really enjoyed the festival, too, and was thrilled when WWLT confirmed 
it will be an annual event from now on. Unfortunately I haven’t been able to get to see Phantom, yet, but I’ve 
heard so many great things about the show. Another huge hit for GMS! Ed.
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FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN WRITERS MEETINGS

Fellowship of Australian Writers meet at Gosford Hotel, 10 am, 3rd Sunday of the month. 
If you’re interested in writing, please contact Helen Luidens on 4363 2627

Information courtesy of Helen Luidens.
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