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This month’s highlights!
The Mousetrap and a host of great shows 
opening this month, plus a review of High 

School Musical (see pages 2 to 5)

The Troubador Club variety concert (p. 6)

Photo feature of Ku-ring-gai Chase (p. 8)

COMMUNITY 
WINNING?

It is hoped that the reappearance of the words 
“COMMUNITY THEATRE” on the sign for Laycock 
Street Theatre will be the first move toward greater 
co-operation between council and community 
groups in the management of Central Coast theatre 
and entertainment.  This was one of three steps that 
were agreed on at a council meeting in August after community groups complained they 
were being priced out of local theatres like Laycock and The Peninsula.  It was also 
promised that community would be given more representation in the management and 
budget planning of the theatres and, to that end, Council  agreed to add more community 
members to the Theatre Advisory Committee.  Now, however, it is rumoured that the
committee may be abolished altogether, so how much ground has actually been gained?

In his article on page 5, Frank Hatherley talks of the experience of local theatre 
enthusiasts who have been pushed aside, and the ways in which they have responded to 
the challenge of competing with subsidized professional productions.

Meanwhile, Wyong Council are (very) slowly making progress on their own performing 
arts centre, but some fear that the experience of the Gosford region’s thespians will be 
repeated in Wyongshire, and that the demolishing of the Memorial Hall will threaten the 
future of the community groups that currently operate from it.  

What do you think?  If you have something you’d like to have a say about our region’s 
community theatre and arts, and the level of support we receive from local and state 
government, drop me a line at about@y7mail.com.
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The world’s longest running play
is coming to Woy Woy!

Director Brendon Flynn has assembled a stellar cast and will transport you 
to Monkswell manor where Mollie and Giles Ralston run a Guest House. 
As a snowstorm prevents anyone leaving the house, everyone becomes a 
suspect in the murder of a local woman. A policeman probes the 
backgrounds of the guests and uncovers lies and deceptions and 
discovers that everyone has hidden secrets. Will one of them be next?

But shhh....you can’t reveal the ending!

The Mousetrap opened in the West End of London in 1952 and has been 
running continuously since then. It holds the record for the longest running 
stage play of the modern era.

Two extra shows have already been added due to popular demand.

TICKETS SELLING OUT FAST!

Tickets are ON SALE NOW at Laycock Street Theatre box office
or 4323 3233 or online at www.laycockstreettheatre.com
(booking fees apply)

Peninsula Theatre Box Office opens 17th October 4344 4737 (no booking 
fees)

[Information and image courtesy of WWLT publicity. For more details visit
www.woywoylt.com.au - Also on Facebook]

AVOCA BEACH THEATRE
invites you

to a special concert presentation of
John Loughman's musical "The Time Traveller"

starring:

Scot Finnie (as the Time Traveller); and
Amelia Besseny (as Princess Cassandra)

The Band:

Rodric White (keyboards)
Damien "Pana" Watson (electric guitar)

Howard Ward (bass)
Bob Loundar (drums)

Friday, 7th October 2011, 8:00pm - 10:30pm

Tickets: $30.00
Please phone Avoca Beach Picture Theatre on: 4382 1677

www.laycockstreettheatre.com
www.woywoylt.com.au
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GMS PRESENTS FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 

Set in Anatevka, a small village in Russia, around the early 1900's, "Fiddler 
on the Roof" tells the story of a poor Jewish community as they wrest a 
precarious, simple living from the soil. Tevye the Milkman, a devout, humorous, 
ebullient man sustains his faith, despite the privations of the Tzarist rule, through 
his beliefs in long-held Jewish traditions.

The Tradition of the Matchmaker choosing marriage partners for young 
people is challenged by Tevye's three older daughters, when they each in turn 
choose their own partners. Tzeitel begs her father not to make her marry 
Lazar Wolf, a gross middle-aged wealthy widower, as arranged by the 
Matchmaker, as she wishes to marry Motel, her childhood sweetheart. When 
Tevye eventually agrees to allow the marriage to Motel he realises he must tell 
his wife Golde, who had her heart set on Tzeitel marrying a wealthy man. 
Fearing an attack from Golde's biting tongue, Tevye pretends to have woken 
from a nightmare in which Golde's Grandmother insists that Motel is the right 
man for Tzeitel. Golde of course is convinced. At the height of the wedding 
celebrations, Russian demonstrators arrive bent on, destroying Jewish 
property. Tevye can only look to God for an explanation.

When second daughter Hodel tells her father that she and Perchik, a 
student from Kiev, intend to marry, his beliefs and traditions are again under 
attack. Tevye is unable to accept the third challenge to his right to approve of  
his daughters ' marriage partners when Chava elopes with Fyedka a 
local Russian. By marrying outside the faith Chava has thus pushed Tevye 
to the limit of his ability to accept change. " No Chava , if I try to bend that far, I 
will break!”

A great musical score by Jerry Bock includes such favourites as 
"Tradition", "Matchmaker Matchmaker", "If I Were a Rich Man", "Sunrise 
Sunset", and "Anatevka".
The show opens October 28th. [Information and image courtesy of GMS publicity 

- for more details visit http://www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au]

Exciting News!

A Chorus Line 
INFORMATION NIGHT

Tuesday 18th October 
7pm in the Mirror Room

For more details visit
http://www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au

LOCAL AT LAYCOCK

Central Dance Company presents Nostalgia

A wonderful selection of contemporary and classical dance presented by 18 accomplished dancers from across the 
region along with surprise guest artists. Performance pieces will include Paquita with fabulous professional guest artists 

and Nostalgia incorporating three guest choreographers, all previous CDC members.

8 October 2pm and 8pm, 9 October 2pm

Peninsula Dance and Theatre School presents Hangten Cowgirl

18 and 20 October, 6.30pm

Onstage Dance Studios present Onstage in Hollywood and Showcase

19 and 22 October, 6pm and 22 October, 1pm

[Information courtesy of http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com/whats_on.html ]

http://www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au
http://www.gosfordmusicalsociety.com.au
http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com/whats_on.html
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Author FRANK HATHERLEY 
talks about UNITING PRODUCTIONS’

production of BOXED
I was a Sydney boy. Every year my family had a holiday in Terrigal. We 

always stayed at the Kurrawyba Guest House. When I was 21 I ran away to 
London to join The Theatre. When I came back 35 years later I searched for the 
old Kurrawyba, but it had utterly vanished. Two years ago we moved to Pearl 
Beach full-time. I was playwriting away, as usual, but now I found my subjects 
and characters were contemporary rather than historical. I met some local 
theatre nuts via the 2009 Short & Sweet competition, and then via the monthly 
new play readings at the Uniting Church Hall in Gosford. As good luck would 
have it, Mary Middleton, Margaret McGowan and Alf Taylor were just launching 
their Uniting Productions, and they invited me to direct my play BOXED as their 
first full adult show in October. I¹ve got a terrific local cast: just five people and 
everyone has to play at least two characters. I¹m hoping we can make a little 
theatrical magic in that Gosford hall.

Uniting Productions are Central Coast theatre enthusiasts who planned to 
create a service for local playwrights. Margaret McGowan, Mary Middleton and 
Alf Taylor, the current Gosford City Citizen of the Year, wanted to attract draft 
scripts, organise rehearsed readings, and stage productions of new, finished 
plays. But they soon discovered that the Laycock Street Theatre and the Don 
Craig Room have been priced way beyond the reach of community groups. 
Council-owned theatres all over the State, it seems, have become Halls for 
Hire. Undeterred, the trio formed Uniting Productions under the friendly 
umbrella of the Gosford Uniting Church in Donnison Street, as part of its 
community outreach programme. It helps that the Minister, Greg Woolnough, is 
himself a great theatre fan.

Uniting Productions stage a rehearsed reading of a new play by a Central Coast author every month at the Hall. This 
important work has been made possible by grants from the Uniting Care Ageing Innovative Community Grants Fund 
and the Gosford Council Community and Cultural Development Fund. Most of these grants have been directed 
towards upgrading the hall’s sound, lighting and curtaining. BOXED was the script chosen for last May¹s rehearsed 
reading. Now it becomes Uniting's first major production since the hall was renovated.

BOXED is a theatrical exploration of the current craze for Social Media. In three interlinked comic dramas, 
contemporary characters try to make meaningful connections via their Smart-Phones or Facebook or Skype. It would 
be far healthier if they just met face to face and had a chat, but maybe they’ve forgotten how to connect outside their
separate communication boxes? There’s no heavy message. My interest is much more in creating a group of real, 
living, funny characters.

Performances take place 14, 15, 21, 22 October. For more information and bookings call 4324 0324

WMTC’S HIGH SCHOOL HIGH
A Review of High School Musical

I had so much fun at the opening of Wyong Musical Theatre Company’s HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL, the stage version 
of Disney’s answer to “Grease” meets “Glee Club”.  I am learning to appreciate every opportunity to witness the 
upcoming generation of Central Coast talent, and I continue to be assured that the future is in great hands.  The young 
stars of this show were its strength. Each of the principals gave stand out performances, presenting characters that were 
both memorable and endearing.  The romantic element was provided by the delightfully bashful and oh-so-cute young 
lovers Troy and Gabrielle (Mitchell Heywood and Stephanie Derry), the villainy by wonderfully bitchy and conniving 
Sharpay and her camp, talented and under appreciated brother and side-kick, Ryan (Brooke Garvey and Zachary 
Webster).  The path to true love was further complicated by the opposed forces of the grandly theatrical arts mistress, 
Ms Darbus, and hard-driving sports master and father, Coach Bolton (Shannon Moriarty and Declan Green).  The lovers 
were assisted by the modest but creative Kelsi (Karly Joseph) and eager radio reporter, Jack (Rohan Smith) – but they 
had to survive the machinations of the school’s rival cliques, while they were first frustrated then supported by their 
friends (Scott Russell, Evelyn Luck, Gizelle Colbert-Smith, and Logan Gillard).  The charming performances of these 
young people drew the audience into the story and kept everyone clapping and cheering them along through the 
entertaining twists and turns of the plot through to its feel-good ending.  But they were helped along by an effective set, a 
colourful variety of costuming, and catchy show tunes. My favourites were “Get’cha Head in the Game”, “Stick to the 
Status Quo” and the beautifully choreographed, high energy closing number “We’re All In This Together”.

WMTC’s next production is CALAMITY JANE. For details visit http://www.wmtc.com.au

http://www.wmtc.com


Symphony & Jazz
Central Coast Conservatorium presents Concertante Ensemble

Greenway Series Concert 4
Sunday, October 23 @ 2.30pm

at Greenway Chapel, Avoca Drive Green Point

Program Includes:

“Verklärte Nacht” - music by Vivaldi and Schoenberg

Composed in just three weeks, “Verklärte Nacht” was Schoenberg’s first important work (his Opus 6), inspired by 
Richard Dehmel’s poem of the same name. Composed long before his invention of the 12-tone system, the piece more 
closely reflects late German Romanticism rather than the avant garde world Schoenberg is better known for. Despite 

this, the work was still controversial when it premiered, partly due to the sensual nature of Dehmel’s poem.

Bookings: 4324 7477

[Information and image from http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au/events.htm ]
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CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm

at
Central Coast Leagues Club,

Gosford

For details visit 
http://jazzleague.net

RRRooodddrrriiiccc WWWhhhiiittteee
aaattt ttthhheee RRReeeeeefff RRReeessstttaaauuurrraaannnttt

Rodric White (vocals & piano) 
is performing an afternoon of

contemporary music, jazz & blues 
at the Reef Restaurant.

Dates / Times in October: 12.00 pm to 3.00 pm
on Sundays 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th of October.

The Reef Restaurant
The Haven, Terrigal NSW 2260

Phone: (02) 4385 3222

http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au/events.htm
http://jazzleague.net


Coming Troubadour Events

October 15, 2011 - 7pm
Variety Concert

“Eve of Destruction”
Protest Songs From the Sixties
Bring along your best complaints!

Floor spots available and supper provided.
Please register your songs before the night as we do not want to duplicate any songs.

General admission $11 / Concession $9 / Members $8
Children free with paying adult

For more information phone 4341 4060 AH or 0419 231 319

[Information and image from http://www.troubadour.org.au/folk/Events.htm]

Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

Fri 7th - MIRRABOOKA – WBC – 7.00 – 11.30pm (Hit N Miss) 
http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com/gigs-venues/

Sat 8th – BRACKETS AND JAM - Lake Munmorah Community Hall 
Sun 9th - KERRIE SOLO - Kincumber Hotel - 2-5:30pm http://kerriegarside.com.au/

- PAUL ROBERT BURTON - Intuition Music School, Berkeley Vale from 2 pm 
http://www.paulrobertburton.com/AIM/Events.html

- MIRRABOOKA – Chittaway bay Tavern – 2.30-6 (Hit N Miss) 
http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com/gigs-venues/

Fri 14th - THE EVOLVRS - Brackets n Jam, Kincumber - from 7:00pm http://kerriegarside.com.au/
- THE ROUGH DIAMONDS - Avoca Bowling Club, Avoca - 7.30pm - 11pm http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au/Gigs.htm

Sat 15th - KERRIE with Di Gardiner, Chris Isaac & Cha Cahyadi - Relay for Life, Mingara - 7pm 
http://kerriegarside.com.au

- THE ROUGH DIAMONDS  - Mingara Relay for Life, Mingara - 8pm - 10pm 
http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au/Gigs.htm

Sun 16th - DUTCH COURAGE (TRIO) - Narrabeen Sands - 3-6pm http://kerriegarside.com.au/
- SARAH HUMPHREYS RISE UP 2 - Concert for the Homeless at The Rhythm Hut, Gosford 

11:00 am – 6:00 pm. By donation http://www.sarahhumphreys.com
Fri 21st - NOTHING SACRED - Jacks Bar,Erina - from 8:30 http://kerriegarside.com.au/

Sat 22nd - NOTHING SACRED - Private Function - Macmasters Beach http://kerriegarside.com.au/
- MIRRABOOKA – Canton Beach Sports Club 8pm – late (Mirrabooka) 

http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com/gigs-venues/
Sun 23rd - THE ROUGH DIAMONDS - Morisset Street Fair, Yambo St, Morisset, Mainstage - 12pm 

http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au/Gigs.htm
Sun 30th - The 5 Lands Experience w/ KINETIC METHOD at The Rhythm Hut from18:30 – 23:30 

http://www.therhythmhunters.com/

Page 6

http://www.troubadour.org.au/folk/Events.htm
http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com/gigs-venues/
http://kerriegarside.com.au/
http://www.paulrobertburton.com/AIM/Events.html
http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com/gigs
http://kerriegarside.com.au/
http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au/Gigs.htm
http://kerriegarside.com.au
http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au/Gigs.htm
http://kerriegarside.com.au/
http://www.sarahhumphreys.com
http://kerriegarside.com.au/
http://kerriegarside.com.au/
http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com/gigs
http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au/Gigs.htm
http://www.therhythmhunters.com/


About Artists, Poets, & Other Events Page 7

ART OF INTIMACY & 
EVENTS WITH PIZAZZ

INVITES YOU TO A GIRLS NIGHT IN

Divalishous is a night for women to celebrate 
all things vivacious and sexy to raise money 
for Breast Cancer Awareness and Treatment.

We have assembled a night of entertainment, 
live auctions, Sangria and Tapas so you can 
'bring your sexy back'!

THURSDAY 6TH OCTOBER AT ROJO 
ROCKET, AVOCA

Purchase tickets: 
www.eventswithpizazz.com.au. 
Contact: Kate Morris  Mobile: 0429 033 508 
Email: kate@eventswithpizazz.com.au

Tickets: $87 
ALL PROFITS GO TO CANCER COUNCIL

www.eventswithpizazz.com.au. 


On Our Doorstep 2: Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park

If you think you’ve explored all there is to see of Munmorah State Conservation Area (Do you think so? 
Do you really?), you can always venture a little farther south and visit Ku-ring-gai Chase and Bobbin Head.  

Hopefully these photos will give you a flavour of what to expect there. For more information visit 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/NationalParks/parkFacilities.aspx?id=N0019
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