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Woy Woy Mourns Pat Gilroy 
 

Woy Woy Little Theatre has said farewell to an old and dear friend.  Foundation 
member, Pat Gilroy, died last month at the age of 81.  Pat was actively involved with 
the theatre for more than forty years as actor and director, and received many awards 
during that time, including an award for best actress from the Arts Council of 
Australia. 
 
Friends and family speak of her great passion for the theatre, which she strove to 
share with upcoming generations, helping to train and encourage younger members 
of the theatre.  She also worked as a teacher of elocution in Central Coast Schools 
and brought the gift of theatre to the young people of the Mt Penang Boys Home as 
part of the Living Skills program. 
 
“Pat was very much loved,” says fellow Woy Woy founder Barbara Hickey. “John and 
I shared the same passion for theatre as Pat, so we became very good friends and 
her passing has left a huge gap in our life.”    
 
Speaking of Pat’s involvement with WWLT, Barbara tells how “Pat worked tirelessly 
for years to obtain a theatre on the Peninsula.  She was rewarded for her efforts in 
2002 when the Peninsula Theatre opened but sadly at the same time her health was 
beginning to let her down, and she didn't sufficiently enjoy the fruits of her labours.” 
 
Nevertheless, Pat has left an enduring legacy for the community, and the high quality 
of the theatre produced at the Peninsula is a testament to her efforts that will ensure 
she will be remembered for years to come. 



        
 

WMTC PRESENTS HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL!! 

WMTC Juniors Proudly Present 

Disney's High School Musical On Stage!! 
 

 
Directed by Greg Derry 
Musical Directed by Ben Ross  
Choreographed by Stephanie Roome 
 

Get ready for "The Start of Something New!" The stage adaptation of the 
smash-hit Disney Channel Original Movie, High School Musical On Stage 
is coming to the Wyong Theatre for a strictly limited season. It’s the story 
of basketball captain Troy and the brainy but shy Gabriella who discover 
they have a common passion for singing. The pair defy the accepted 
social distinctions and try out for the student musical despite opposition 
from their peers who are determined to keep them apart both on and off 
the stage. They persist, and incidentally inspire their family and friends to 
expose their own secret talents and dreams. It is an infectious 
celebration of individulism and community - you don't have to change to 
be accepted - you just have to be yourself. 
 

Produced by Wyong Musical Theatre Company, High School Musical On Stage features all the characters and 
chart-topping songs from the movie.  So “Get'cha Head in the Game!" and go totally wild in September/October 
2011 at the Wyong Memorial Hall. 
 

Tickets on sale Monday 1st August - Tiered seating available - All tickets $18  
Bookings 1300 366 470 

[Information courtesy of WMTC press releases. For more details visit www.wmtc.com.au ] 
 
 
A Laycock Street Community Theatre Production  
 

The Next Big Deal - Moved Read.  

(Public reading and script preview) 

Proudly produced by Gosford City Arts and Entertainment, The Next Big Deal is a quickwitted, screwball comedy about 
brothers Benny and Fernando (‘mum’s a big ABBA fan’) making the most of the chances that come their way. The Next Big 
Deal has been commissioned especially for the Peninsula Theatre from Wamberal-based playwright John AD Fraser. As part 
of the development process, the Peninsula Theatre will host public readings of the next-to-last draft of this original script. Four 
professional actors, script in hand and on a bare stage, will play out this big, wacky tale of brothers Benny and Fernando. 

Fast-talking salesman Benny, aiming to get rich quick, quits his job to secure ‘The Big Deal’. Fernando would too, if only he 
could be bothered, or if he thought it might convince the feisty chef April of his charms. Enter Michael, acclaimed English art-
film director: jet-lagged, cranky and lured under false pretences to the local RSL club. Together they pledge to make ‘True 
North’, the movie of the famously unfilmable Great Australian Novel. The epic tale must be shot in one crazy night, before the 
sun comes up. Directed by Leon Hammond. 

Laycock Street Theatre  
20, 21, 22 September 7pm 
 
[Information courtesy of Laycock Street Theatre website.  For more details visit 
http://www.laycockstreettheatre.com/whats_on.html ] 
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 UNTITING PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS 
 
 Friday 23rd September 2011 at 7.30 pm  

Come along and enjoy a free night of fun  
and be part of the audience for our rehearsed stage readings of –  

 
“Words Alive”  

 program of performance literature  
 

Devised by Brian Fitzsimmons  
 two hander which also featuring guitarist Marcus Karzog  
 

Plus  
  

“Cream Cracker Under the Settee”  
 Alan Bennett  

Read by Nerida White 
 
 
You are invited to stay to discuss the play (your c omments are most welcome) and then for supper and a  
chat at Uniting Church Hall, Donnison Street, Gosfo rd.  Free Entry Supper – Gold coin donation 
 
Play readings are held on the 4th Friday of each month For information and/or applications for submission of plays 
for future readings contact Uniting Productions at 4324 0324 or 4384 1532 or simbasmum@live.com.au  
 
 

 

WYONG DRAMA GROUP’S RED HOT WINNER 
 
   It’s always good to see Wyong Drama Group doing something a little different and Brian Fitzsimmons, director 
of the recent production of Last of the Red Hot Lovers pushed the envelope a little, eschewing the Memorial Hall’s 
proscenium arch to bring us theatre in the round.  The action took place in front of the stage, at floor level, with the 
table seating arranged around the theatrical space.  This step helped create a more intimate experience for the 
audience that seemed in keeping with the subject matter of the play, and Brian used the space skillfully to ensure 
that the audience was able to connect meaningfully with each of the characters. A colourful, whimsical and jolly 
backdrop provided the setting and set the tone for the piece, while simple but clever lighting effects helped to 
establish the scene.  The play itself presented three related stories taking place over the period of a year and, 
WDG have came up with the cutest way of depicting the passage of time, thanks to the charm of Isabella O’Brien. 
   Neil Simon’s script is sharp, witty, acerbic and uproariously funny but it is also brilliantly insightful, shining an 
uncompromising light on human nature. The greatest strength of this production, however, was in the 
performances.  The three actors rose to the challenge of the verbally intensive and quick-fire script, and presented 
characters that were idiosyncratic yet authentic, hilarious yet touching.  I have always been an admirer of John 
Czerniecki’s work but, for me, he found a new level in this production giving a highly nuanced, riotously funny and 
ultimately moving performance as wannabe lothario, Barney. Sally Bartley was both entertaining and endearing as 
the dry and eminently practical Elaine. Ruth Jordan demonstrated her range in two polarized roles, first as the 
manically paranoid Bobbi, then as compulsively depressed Jeanette.  If I did not already know Ruth well, and had 
not seen her name appear twice in the programme, I don’t think I would have known it was the same actress 
playing both parts.  Together these actors drew the audience into a world that was deceptively light-hearted at the 
outset, but in its later stages the humour sometimes approached the dark and confronting. At its climax, the play 
suddenly shocked with truth, and a resolution that was actually cathartic and heart-warming. 
    

Wyong Drama Group’s next production, Chase Me ComradeI, is in November.  For details visit 
http://www.wyongdramagroup.com.au/   
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HUNTER VALLEY ACTORS CENTRE 

 
School Holiday 2011 Children's Acting & Theatre Courses  (7 to 13 years) 

 
Uncover your child's potential. 

 
Help them learn to communicate and interact socially and become aware of themselves and others. 

 
Learn, create, perform and have fun in a safe and friendly environment. 

 
The skills learnt while young will be utilised in every aspect of their growing lives. 

 
Give them the confidence and strength to get them through life. 

 
 
 

 
   
 
 

A Showcase and 
Graduation 

Supper  will be held 

on the Saturday 

Night at 7pm and 

the children are 

required to attend 

a Dress Rehearsal 

from 10am to 

12.30pm this day to 

prepare for the 

evening show.  

September 2011   
Course Details 

Commences  Monday 26th 
September 

Duration 1 week 

Days 
Monday to Friday 
and Saturday 
Night Showcase 

Hours 1pm to 5pm 

Cost $160 
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For further details, registration forms, terms and conditions visit http://www.huntervalleyactorscentre.com.au 
[Information and images courtesy of Hunter Valley Actors Centre] 

HUNTER THEATREFEST POSTPONED UNTIL 2012 
 

It is with great regret that Hunter Valley Actors C entre has announced that this year's  
HUNTER THEATREFEST has been postponed, but will go ahead in 2012 instead.  

For enquiries, please call Miranda on 0407457966.  



 
 
 

Symphony & JazzSymphony & JazzSymphony & JazzSymphony & Jazz    
 

CENTRAL COAST CONSERVATORIUM PRESENTS 

 

MYSTERIES OF THE MASTERS 
 

‘Intimate letters from Classical Vienna’ with Phillip Rutherford 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Join us at Gosford Regional Gallery  
 

This third special event invites you to enter the intimate world of four great composers – Haydn, Mozart, 
Beethoven and Schubert. The world of Classical Vienna is explored in a new and exciting way. Join Phillip 

Rutherford as he brings to life their music, their thoughts and their most intimate letters. 
 

Gosford Regional Gallery - Sunday 11 September 2011  - Doors Open 5pm Tickets: $30 
 

Laycock Street Theatre -  Box Office: Phone 43 233 233 
www.laycockstreettheatre.com 

 
Ticket holders who purchase a ticket for the CCSO Concert 

on September 18th will receive a $10 discount off their concert ticket. 
 

[Info & Images Courtesy of GCC Press Release August] 
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CENTRAL COAST  

JAZZ LEAGUE 
 

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm 
 

at 
Central Coast Leagues Club, 

Gosford 
 

For details visit  
http://jazzleague.net 

PLUS 
 

Conservatorium Recital Series Concert 3 featuring 
Conservatorium's Piano tutors 

Rosemary Witcomb , Svetlana Vokurka, Carl Schmidt and 
guest artist  Michaele Archer (Soprano) in their annual 

concert  celebrating the 200th anniversary of Franz Liszt.  
The program also includes music by Schubert and music 

from Spain.  
 

Sunday, September 4 @ 2.30 pm 
at Robert Knox Hall 

Tickets: Adults $25  Student/Child $15  
Bookings: 4324 7477 



 

 

LIVE AT LAYCOCK 
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Central Coast Symphony Orchestra  
 

Subscription Series Concert 3 
Featuring Mozart, Beethoven and Haydn 

Sunday, September 18 at 2.30 pm  

 

Tickets: $40 Adults, $35 Concession, $10  

Child 16 & under, $90  Family 2 x 2 

Bookings 4323 3233 

[info courtesy http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au ] 

 

Central Coast Concert Band presents 
A Springtime Celebration  

 
The Central Coast Concert Band is proud to introduce as its 

guest band Epping RSL Golden Kangaroos (Hornsby 
Concert Band). Enjoy pieces from the great and popular 

musicals with guest vocalist.Graham Stroud singing I 
Dreamed a Dream from Les Miserables The program will 

also include Dambusters March, Mary Poppins, John 
Williams’ Symphonic Marches, Chicago, Flower Duet from 
Lakme, Braveheart, Tribute to Ron Goodwin and more.” 

 
Laycock Street Theatre - 11 September 2pm  

Adult $25. Conc. $20, Child $15  

 

Taikology presents 
The World of Percussion 
 
This concert will inspire all ages with its expressive diversity and beauty. 
The concert jumps from the beautiful sounds of Taiko to African tribal 
celebrations, Javanese Gamelan instruments and all things percussion 
with the unique sounds of the marimba, xylophone, timpani, bells and 
drums. Percussion is a worldwide phenomenon with many attracted to 
the beautiful Japanese art form Taiko meaning ‘great or wide drum’ in 
Japanese. It is increasingly used to refer to any Japanese drum as well 
as the artform of ensemble Taiko drumming (kumi-daiko). Be amazed by 
the dynamic sound of Taiko which is incomparable to any other 
percussion. Pieces can last between 5 and 25 minutes and typically 
follow a jo-ha-kyu – (beginning, middle, end/rapid, sudden, urgent, and 
emergency) structure. This means the performance will speed up 
significantly towards the grand finale. Be entertained by the World of 
Percussion. 

 

 
Laycock Street Theatre - 19 September 7pm - Adult $25, Conc./Child $15 

[Information and image courtesy of Laycock website – for more info visit www.laycockstreettheatre.com ] 

Other Great GigsOther Great GigsOther Great GigsOther Great Gigs    
(Some ticketed events.  Please check links for deta ils) 

 
Sat 3rd   - LIANNA ROSE Avoca Beach Bowling Club with Steve Passfield and Chris James 
  http://liannarose.net/main.html 
Fri 9th   – BATTLE OF THE BANDS at The Hub - 6:00pm - 9:00pm 
  Erina Youth Centre, Erina Fair , Next To the Library 
  - BRACKETS AND JAM Kincumber http://www.bracketsandjam.com.au  
Sat 10th - BRACKETS AND JAM Lake Munmorah http://www.bracketsandjam.com.au 
  – MIRRABOOKA at Wallarah Bay Recreation Club http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com 
Sat 17th - SASS at Mingara recreation Club http://www.myspace.com/sass._ 
Sun 18th  - LIANNA ROSE BAND at Catho Pub, Catherine Hill Bay http://liannarose.net/main.html 
Fri 23rd   - NOTHING SACRED - Jacks Bar, Erina - from 8:30pm http://kerriegarside.com.au  
Sat 24th  – THE TROUBADOR CLUB presents “The Rhymer from Ryde” GRAEME JOHNSON 
  and SLIGHTLY MORE OFF   http://www.troubadour.org.au/folk/index.htm 
Sun 25th - 5 LANDS EXPERIENCE featuring SARAH HUMPHRIES at The Rhythm Hut   
  http://therhythmhut.com.au For more info visit http://www.sarahhumphreys.com/shows.cfm 
 



 
 

 
 

 
FRENCH COUNTRY MARKET 

Beach Farm celebrating 100 years 

The French Country Market, an exciting and well known yearly event held at BEACH FARM at Kincumber this 
year celebrating 100 years. An Open Day exploring and raising awareness of the unique heritage of the region. A 

community event offering a cross cultural theme by combining a French Country Market in the gardens of this 
heritage listed property with opportunities to feel, see and taste the French experience. See a variety of stalls 
spilling out into the surrounding park. Meet new designers from fashion to vintage, delightful gifts, French style 

furnishings, and collectables. Buy fresh local produce from flowers to spiced mushrooms, French cheese & 
boutique wines. Scrumptious pastries & breads baked throughout the day. Bring a rug and picnic in the park! 

 
'Eat History' is this years theme for History Week. As an official event for History week we are recognising Beach 
Farm's past as a working farm by serving a typical 'ploughman's lunch' Ginger Beer & damper! in the marquee. 

 
Saturday, September 10 · 9:00am - 4:00pm - Beach Farm, Mathew Street Kincumber NSW 

 
[Information courtesy of Marian French for more details vivit 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/event.php?eid=227032727327691] 
 
 

UPCOMING ART SHOWS & COMPETITIONS 

 
BLUE GUM ART SHOW 
Sunday September 18, 2011 

Entry forms are available to download on the Ourimbah Public School website under OPS information or at 
Gosford Art Gallery. Entries to be in by Friday September 2, 2011 Enquiries 043882 1673 Cat Soper 

catdezign@vpnsolutions.com.au 
 

Gosford Art Prize 
Entries Close September 19. 

http://www.gosfordregionalgallery.com/exhibitions.htm 
 

Newcastle Mattara art prize 
St Andrews Presbyterian Church Hall, Auckland St, Newcastle 

1-9th October 2011. Entry forms by Friday 16th Sep 2011 
 

[Information courtesy of Central Coast Art Society http://www.artcentralcoast.asn.au/exhibitions.php] 
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About Our Local Artists 
 

It’s been a great month for art on the coast with new exhibitions opening at ShoreThyme Restaurant, Norah Head and a 
great art auction benefit in Woy Woy, so I decided to dedicate the photo feature this issue to some of my favourite 

pieces from the exhibitions I visited.  The first was the “Winter Collection” of Margaret Towler and Josette Guimbeau.  
Their exhibition opened early August at ShoreThyme Restaurant, Norah Head - an intimate setting offering a new 

venue for local artists to display their work, and a visual as well as a culinary feast for diners.   
For details of ShoreThyme’s current exhibition and menu visit http://www.shorethymerestaurant.com.au  For more 

about the work contact Josette at josetteArt@live.com and Margaret at mtowler@ozemail.com.au  
 

    
  
 
 

Mid-August I attended an art auction at St John’s Parish Hall, Woy Woy where local artists had donated their work to 
benefit PA Nepal.   “PA Nepal’s mission is to rid prisons of unnecessary suffering and hardship, in particular the 

hardship experienced by innocent children and prisoners who are poor and disadvantaged”.  For more details about the 
work of PA Nepal visit PAnepal.org, and for more information on the artists who contributed contact Riyaz Pocketwala 

at kojak67@live.com.au (also contact Riyaz for details of the new WOY WOY ART MARKET opening September 11th – 
second Sunday of every month at Anderson Park on the Boulevard). More photos from both events may be viewed on 

the blog and on the About the Central Coast facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/AbouttheCentralCoast  
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