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Spring is here, another summer on the Central Coast is ahead of us, and it seems it’s a 
time of new beginnings. The Grove Community and Cultural Hub is up and running at North 
Street in Wyong, and the first production – Wyong Musical Theatre Company’s juniors’ 
musical, The Little Mermaid – is being staged in the facility’s “Grove Theatre” this month 
(see page 3 for details). Wyong Drama Group’s November play, Sweet Road is already in 
rehearsal and tickets will be going on sale soon.

We’re all very eager to see how these first shows go off in the new theatrical space, and we 
wish both companies every success with their productions.

Image courtesy of the WSC website. For more information about the facility, please visit 
http://www.wyong.nsw.gov.au/my-community/arts-and-culture/the-grove

http://www.wyong.nsw.gov.au/my


WWLT announce Flash Festival Top 10 Plays

Ten writers, ten plays, ten directors, 35 characters and 15 actors.

That’s the mix for Woy Woy Little Theatre’s inaugural Flash Festival to be held at 
the Peninsula Theatre October 10, 11 & 12, 2014. They are (in alphabetical 
order):

Allies in the Alley by Debra Hely, directed by Yuley Buist. 
Audrey’s Visit by Roger Grierson, directed by Terry Collins.
Change Comes in a Flash by Simon Tonkin, directed by Roger Grierson. 
First Encounter by Penny Dilworth, directed by Debbi Clarke.
Inspiration by Margaret McGowan, directed by Lex Tonnet. 
Ladies Day by Joan Dalgleish, directed by Margaret McGowan.
Last Supper by John Fraser, directed by Penny Dilworth. 
Left Out to Dry by Aidan Elley, directed by Jessica Alex.
The Smiling Exhibitionist by Frank Hatherley, directed by Pam Campbell.
The Thunder in the Mirror by Amber Cameron & Jaime Shields, directed by 
Pollyanna Forshaw.

Woy Woy Little Theatre president Christine Vale said the response from local writers, directors and actors was 
excellent, an opinion echoed by fellow Flash committee member Annie Bilton. “The Flash Creative concept has 
been very well received,” said Annie. “In fact, I think it’s safe to say the response has exceeded our expectations.”

“Flash will return in 2015 - we have pin-pointed some minor problem areas and will fine-tune the concept for next 
year” she said. The ten plays – each between five and fifteen minutes in length - will be presented during each 
session of Woy Woy Little Theatre’s inaugural Flash Festival on October 10, 11 and 12, 2014. Book your seats for 
the session you prefer on the WWLT website.

http://www.trybooking.com/Booking/BookingEventSummary.aspx?eid=86135&bof=1&qs=e064b0eb-4369-4fd8-
9658-bfcb725e96bd

Entries will be adjudicated during the Saturday evening performance with awards presented Sunday afternoon.

Pictured above are the writers and directors with the Flash committee members. Information and images courtesy of 
http://www.woywoylt.com.au
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WMTC PRESENTS THE LITTLE MERMAID

Wyong Musical Theatre Company would like to invite you to join 
them “Under the Sea” for their first performance in their new home. 
Their juniors’ production of Disney’s The Little Mermaid will open
this month at “The Grove Theatre” (formally Wyong Grove Public 
School) at 1 North Street Wyong.    

The beautiful young mermaid Ariel longs to leave her ocean home 
to live in the world above. Her Father, King Triton, bans her from 
returning to the surface then worries he may have been too harsh. 
Ariel makes a deal with the evil sea witch, Ursula, who takes her 
enchanting voice. Despite being mute Ariel must convince her true 
love, Prince Eric, to kiss her in order to avoid Ursula’s evil scheme.

Adapted from the 2008 Broadway production, Disney’s The Little 
Mermaid Jr. features hit songs “Part of your world”, “She’s in Love” 
and the Oscar winning “Under the Sea”

WMTC President Fred Roome said “We are showcasing the 
talents of a diverse and enthusiastic young cast, aged 8 to 18. 
Heading our creative team are Stephanie Derry and Cassie Roome 
Co-directing this production, they are doing a wonderful job making 
this magical Disney experience come to life”.

The limited season runs from Friday 19th September to 
Saturday 27th September 2014. Tickets on sale now at 
www.wmtc.com.au or by contacting 1300 366 470.

Information and image courtesy of WMTC publicity.

12 October – 16 November, Sundays 10am – 5pm
Deadline for application: 5pm Friday 26 September 2014

Be PART of a Film Making Team and produce a short film for 
Coasties Film Festival. We will be holding intense workshops in 

October- November for budding film makers, directors and 
writers, to work together and produce a film. 

Applications and FOR ALL DETAILS go to:-
http://metroscreen.org.au/centralcoastonscreen/

Information and image courtesy of
http://youthartswarehouse.com.au/event/central-coast-on-screen
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UNITING PRODUCTIONS
SEPTEMBER READING

This month we have had to change our 
programme for the reading on 

Friday 26 September at 7.30pm. 

We will be reading the following plays 
directed by Alf Taylor:

A Matter of Husbands by Ferenc Molnar, 
The Umbilical Lasso by Simon Tonkin, 

The Stepmother by Arnold Bennett, 
The Sequel by Percival Wilde.

Readings will be followed by a group 
discussion, which is always fun and 

provides great feedback, so come along 
and enjoy a really fun night, and invite your 

friends please!. 

Gold coin donation for supper (donated to 
the Save the Children Fund). 

Information courtesy of Mary Middleton
for UP Publicity.

www.wmtc.com.au
http://metroscreen.org.au/centralcoastonscreen/
http://youthartswarehouse.com.au/event/central


Symphony & Jazz

Central Coast Conservatorium
presents

Composers' Concert Series #2

Gosford Anglican Church, 3 Mann St, Gosford 
Friday, 19 September 7.00pm

The Central Coast Conservatorium proudly 
presents a concert featuring our Premier Ensemble, 
Central Coast Youth Orchestra, performing a new 
work by a local composer.  The composer's name 
and details of the work will be announced shortly.
The Youth Orchestra will also perform other 
challenging repertoire, under the baton of 
Conservatorium Artistic Director Patrick Brennan.
Also on the program for the evening will be the 
Central Coast Chamber Orchestra (as seen at 
Opera in the Arboretum),  Central Coast 
Symphonic Wind Orchestra, Central Coast Primary 
Wind Ensemble and Katandra Voices.

There will be three composers’ concerts this year; 
the third is on Friday December 5th.

Information courtesy of
http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au

Central Coast Ukulele Festival 2014 Program of Entertainment

 Thursday 25th September Diggers@ The Entrance, Central Coast Hwy, Long Jetty
6.00pm – 10pm AJ Leonard Ukulele Workshop and then Concert featuring Jenny Rowlands. Cost $20
Tickets on sale at door (limited) and Central Coast Ukulele Club – Liz 0412837008 or email 
centralcoastukuleleclub@gmail.com

 Friday 26th September Diggers@ The Entrance, Central Coast Hwy, Long Jetty 6.30- 11.00pm
Central Coast Ukulele Festival Dinner Show featuring:: Adam Johnson/Ohana, Elliot and Tom, Mirrabooka, 
Michael Jones, Bosko and Honey and Mic Conway duo. Cost $60 per head. Tickets on sale now from 
Diggers. Call 02 4332 3399 for bookings.

 Saturday 27th September 10am, Memorial park, The Entrance. Central Coast Ukulele Festival 
featuring some of Australia finest performers and super jam. Host and compare Mr Lucky Starr!

 at The Entrance Hotel 7-11pm Ukulele Jam and Open uke night Featuring Ohana, Mirrabooka, 
Serendipity, The Four Pluckers and you! Entry free.

 Sunday 28th September. Sails Stage, The Entrance Central Coast Ukulele festival continues with free 
workshops with Bosko and Honey, Liz Kitney, great acts from Michael Jones, Swinalele’s, Bosko and 
Honey, Mirrabooka, Riverlele, Ohana, Central Coast Ukulele club and more. Close at 3pm

Information courtesy of http://centralcoastukuleleclub.wordpress.com
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CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Celebrating 20 Years!

Live Jazz every Sunday from 2 to 5 pm
Central Coast Leagues Club, Gosford

For details visit http://jazzleague.net

“Swinging coffee/lunch” overlooking the 
beach…Every Wednesday morning around 10am a 
group of old & young musos gather for a blow on the 
terrace of the Surf Club at MacMasters Beach. The 

kiosk is open 9am for breakfast/coffee/lunch. 
It’s a great spot! 

For more info call Helena or Steven Hansen 4382 3241

See you Thursdays at the AVO JAZZnPIZZA ! Jazz 
at Avoca Pizza & Pasta fortnightly 7pm Thurs 4 & 18 

April $9 kids free, BYO 4382 3506.
Get Jazz Get Happy…Jiri !  www.harlemswing.com

[Information courtesy of Jazz League newsletter]

http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au
http://centralcoastukuleleclub.wordpress.com
http://jazzleague.net
www.harlemswing.com


The Troubadour Sat 27th September at 7pm

CWA Hall, (opposite Fisherman’s Wharf) Woy Woy

Presents: KAVISHA

Aria award winner, songbird and folkloric explorer, 
Kavisha’s original song’s lyrical ingredients include 
humour, poetry, social justice & the spiritual, which 

combine with the voice of an angel. Singing in English, 
Italian and other languages, she will take you on an 

uplifting journey of well-crafted stories and songs ringing 
with echoes of Celtic and Gypsy influences.

Passionate about social justice, she was awarded an 
Order Of Australia in 2011 for her services to 

singing and song writing

Entry is $12/$10 & includes light supper

Information and image courtesy of http://troubadour.org.au/

Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

Fri 12th - ROCKMONSTER - Wallarah Bay Recreation Club, Wallarah Rd, Gorokan from 8pm 

http://www.rockmonster.com.au
WED 17th – “KERRIE SOLO” – Berkeley Vale Nursing Home – 10:30am http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

Sat 20th - JELLYFISH - Coast Hotel, Budgewoi - 8.30pm - 11.30pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au

Fri 26th - ROCKMONSTER - Munmorah United Bowling Club, Acacia Av, Lake Munmorah from 8.30pm. 

http://www.rockmonster.com.au
Sat 27th - ANDREW GODBOLD - The Entrance Leagues Club @ 9.30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com

SUN 28th – “DUTCH COURAGE” – Tall Timbers Hotel – Ourimbah – 2:00pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- THE 5 LANDS EXPERIENCE - The Rhythm Hut - 135 Faunce Street, Gosford @ 5pm for a FREE drum circle! 

Music kicks off @ 6.30pm http://therhythmhut.com.au

Fri 26th-Sun28th MIRRABOOKA at the Ukulele Festival. For details see page 4 and visit 

http://mirrabookaband.wordpress.com
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http://troubadour.org.au/
http://www.rockmonster.com.au
http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
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Tribute to the Central Coast’s 
‘Man in Black’

A review of 
JOHNNY CASH: THE CONCERT

One of the very first singles I bought, back in prehistory when a single was a 7” 
vinyl disc played at 45 r.p.m., was a song by the country music legend, Johnny 
Cash. I was too young back then to know he was a legend. In fact, all I’d heard of 
him was that one hit plus a couple of humorous ballads regularly played on BBC 
Radio’s ‘Junior Choice’ programme. In time I discovered a few more of his songs 
that I enjoyed, but I never learned much about the man. Since I was a child of the 
seventies, when the period of Cash’s greatest popularity was coming to a close, I 
suppose he was just a little before my time. Or so I thought until recently, but after 
attending Dan Thompson’s Johnny Cash tribute show at Laycock Street Theatre 
I’ve had to revise my assumptions, and I’ve been inspired to learn a little more 
about the musical career of a man who has been described as “one of the most 
influential American musicians of the 20th century”*

Although he was best known as a country music singer and songwriter, Cash performed and recorded songs from 
a wide variety of genres including (but not limited to) rock and roll, blues, gospel and folk. In his later career he 
even recorded covers of contemporary pop artists. His versatility is reflected in his induction into three different 
Halls Of Fame: Country, Rock and Roll, and Gospel. Born in Arkansas in 1932, his early music and subsequent 
career were shaped by memories of his large and deeply religious farming family as they struggled through the 
years of the Great Depression. In the mid fifties Cash, along with Luther Perkins and Marshall Grant, began 
playing together as ‘The Tennessee Three’. He started recording with Sun Records and had an early hit with 
“Folsom Prison Blues”. In the sixties he toured with the Carter family and met June Carter, who later become his 
second wife, and who would record and perform with him for more than thirty years. 

Between 1969 and 1971 he had his own television show with The Statler Brothers and Carl Perkins, featuring 
guest stars as diverse as Neil Young, Louis Armstrong, James Taylor, Ray Charles, Derek and the Dominos, and 
Bob Dylan. It was in these decades that he released his best-known hits, including “I Walk the Line” and “Ring of 
Fire”, and the humorous songs “One Piece at a Time” and “A Boy Named Sue”, and he also recorded the 
“Jackson” duet with June. During this time he cultivated a sombre and slightly rebellious image, performing 
dressed all in dark clothes that earned him the epithet “The Man in Black”. His sympathy for prisoners and the 
benefit concerts he performed in prisons led many to suppose he was an ex-convict himself but, although he was 
arrested a few times on drug related charges, he never served a prison sentence.

His popular appeal waned toward the end of the seventies, but he continued to perform and record hit albums. In 
the eighties he joined with Kris Kristofferson, Waylon Jennings, and Willie Nelson to tour as ‘The Highwaymen’. In 
1986 he recorded the album ‘Class of ’55’ with Roy Orbison, Jerry Lee Lewis, and Carl Perkins then, in the 
nineties, his career took a new direction when he teamed up with  rap and hard rock producer, Rick Rubin, and 
became involved with artists as diverse as Tom Petty, U2 and Nine Inch Nails.

June Carter-Cash, his co-worker and wife of 35 years, died in 2003 and Johnny survived her by only four months, 
but he continued performing and recording right up to his own death that September, at the age of 71. In his 
lifetime he wrote over a thousand songs, recorded dozens of albums and received numerous music awards. His 
work continued to be released posthumously until 2010 and beyond. Just this year, Legacy Recordings released 
‘Out Among the Stars’, an album of previously unreleased material from recordings Cash made in the eighties.

Most of this I didn’t know before I attended the tribute concert “Golden Greats of the Man in Black” but Dan 
Thompson’s show was an education for me. More than a hits show, and not merely a rehash of well known songs 
from the most popular period, this was a true tribute that spanned Cash’s entire career and sampled the full range 
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of the man’s repertoire. The two hour show covered the hits, certainly, 
but it also included music as diverse as the gospel number “Were you 
there when they Crucified my Lord” and Cash’s cover of the Nine Inch 
Nails number “Hurt”. It took in the period with The Highwaymen, numbers 
from the ‘Class of 55’ album, and even tracks from Cash’s “new” album, 
‘Out Among the Stars’. With over four decades of music to choose from 
the concert showcased the best and, although many of the songs were 
unfamiliar to me, there wasn’t one among them that wasn’t immediately 
engaging. I was completely absorbed for the whole two hours, often foot 
tapping and occasionally singing along. More than that, though, the show 
told a story in music, and with a judicious smattering of biographical 
background. I came away feeling I’d learned more in that two hours 

about Cash the man, his music, his faith, sympathies and sensitivities than I had from any bio-pic. 

Former Independent Country Music Male Vocalist of the Year, Dan Thompson, is a perfect match for Cash, 
faithfully reproducing the familiar bass-baritone voice, and he has a vocal range Cash himself might have envied. 
His performance of ‘I Walk the Line’ stunned the audience when he successively pitched the key down to a point 
where I was convinced it would not be humanly possible for him to 
reach the lowest notes. He proved me wrong! 

He is supported by a band of outstanding musicians including 
guitarist Stuie French, slap bass player Artie Taylor and drummer 
Brad Bergen. Between them they have decades of experience as 
performers, recording artists and song writers. Stu is one of 
Australia’s most admired country musicians and has worked with 
top artists like Troy Cassar-Daley, Slim Dusty and Lee Kernaghan to 
name just a few. He also has the distinction of having played with 
Johnny Cash himself when Troy Cassar-Daley supported The 
Highwaymen during their Australian tour in 1995.

The band were joined on stage by award winning singer songwriter and Golden guitar winner, Tamara Stewart, a 
successful country recording artist who has toured Australia, the UK and Nashville. Tamara was a real live wire on 
stage and added extra sparkle to a show already filled with energy, humour and banter between the band 
members. Like the others, she was dedicated to authenticity, taking the trouble to learn June Carter-Cash’s 
favoured instrument, the autoharp, especially for her role as Johnny’s marital and professional partner.

The dedication of all the members of the band was impressive. They 
worked hard to give the audience an authentic and memorable Johnny 
Cash experience, but what made it most entertaining was that they 
were all thoroughly enjoying themselves in the process. Throughout the 
performance their love of the man and his music shone through, and 
communicated to all who watched the show.

During September and October ‘Cash: the Concert’ continues the 
Australian tour through Victoria, Queensland, Tasmania and Western 
Australia, but they’ll be back home on the Central Coast next year with 
a special show to mark the 60th anniversary of Cash’s recording debut. 

Be sure to follow the website at http://www.cashlive.com.au for up to date news and information about the band.

*http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johnny_Cash (Biographical material on Johnny Cash drawn from wikipedia and Dan Thompson’s 
website. Biographical material on Dan and his band courtesy of his facebook page and the CASHLIVE website).
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About Arts & Crafts

Jacqui’s Art Gallery Spring Exhibition

Sat Sept 6th (Opening start 1pm) to Sept 19th. 
219 Buff Point Avenue, Buff Point. Featuring artwork 
by local artists. Open Daily 10am-3pm. Entry by gold 

coin donation that goes to the Cancer Council.

Information courtesy of Jacqui Stringer P: 43992898 
E: jackiwis@hotmail.com Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/jacquisartgallery

Information and images courtesy of (above left) http://www.artstudioscooperative.org (above right) Brisbane 
Water Historical Society and (below) Annette Heidrich.for Gosford Regional Gallery
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2014
Yarramalong Valley Spring Festival

until Sunday 14th September

Everybody is welcome to come and join in the fun of the various events.

Information courtesy of the festival website. For more details please visit http://www.yarramalongvalleyspringfestival.com.au

Chinese Cultural Festival
Sunday, 14 September, 10am, Memorial Park, The Entrance

Annual celebration of Chinese culture - performers, costumes. Organised by China Australia Friendship 
Association. For more information contact Ruby on 0437 537 712

Maori Fun Day
Saturday, 20 September, 10am - 2pm, Watanobbi

All welcome to attend and all ages. Fun family day including a hangi, sausage sizzle, traditional food, traditional 
music, singing and dancing. Also cultural activities including flax weaving and Poi and family sports. Very family 
friendly - alcohol free event

Information courtesy of http://www.wyong.nsw.gov.au/my-community/events

Pearl Beach Food and Wine Fare
10am – 5pm: Saturday 27th September

Pearl Beach Memorial hall, 9 Diamond Road, Pearl Beach

Head off to the 7th Pearl Beach Food and Wine Fare and enjoy tasting and purchasing from boutique wineries, 
and enjoy a variety of delicious fine foods from local and Hunter producers, including boutique cheeses, olives, 
spicy pickles, jams, chutneys, mushrooms, honey, biscuits. And why not purchase a home made plum pudding 
and gift ideas for Christmas. In addition, experience an exotic range of Lavender products.

Raffle, Gourmet Hamper proceeds to Memorial Hall upkeep. Entry is free.

Information courtesy of Lynne Lillico. Further information (02) 4344 2319
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FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN WRITERS MEETINGS

Fellowship of Australian Writers meet at Gosford Hotel, 10 am, 3rd Sunday of the month. 
If you’re interested in writing, please contact Helen Luidens on 4363 2627

Information courtesy of Helen Luidens.
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