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Another Voice for the Central Coast!

Congratulations to Ellie Drennan, who was crowned winner of ‘The Voice’ 2015 last 
weekend! Says Ellie: “I am so happy and grateful to all the fans out there who voted for 
me. Thanks for taking this journey with me, I'm so excited for what's to come!” You can 
now buy or stream her original single Ghost from iTunes, Google Play, Spotify and other 
music outlets as well as pre-order her debut album, which will be released on September 
11. For more information, visit http://EllieDrennan.lnk.to/GhostFB

Ellie adds her name to the growing list of talented locals like Karise Eden and Greg Gould
who have recently won national recognition for themselves and the Central Coast on 
shows like ‘The Voice’ and ‘Australia’s Got Talent’. Perhaps it’s time the powers-that-be 
recognized that our Coast is good for more than just long weekends.

Well done, Ellie!

Spring is in the Air!
10am – 5pm: Saturday 26 September 

Pearl Beach Memorial Hall, 9 Diamond Road, Pearl Beach
Entry is free

Head off to the 8th Pearl Beach Food and Wine Fare and 
enjoy tasting and purchasing from Hunter boutique 
wineries, and enjoy a variety of delicious fine foods from 
local and Hunter producers, including boutique cheeses, 
olives, spicy pickles, jams, chutneys, mushrooms, honey,
patisseries, biscuits and home-made plum puddings, and 
an exotic range of Lavender products. Raffle, Gourmet 
Hamper proceeds to Memorial Hall upkeep.

Information and image courtesy of Lynne Lillico

http://EllieDrennan.lnk.to/GhostFB


Woy Woy Little Theatre presents
FLASH! Festival 2015

Friday September 25 @ 8pm
Saturday September 26 @ 2pm and 8pm

Sunday September 27 @ 2pm
(includes the announcement of the winners and the Flash! Trophies presentation.)

Book your tix now on the WWLT website.

Directors and casts have been rehearsing furiously in order to present the best possible product and take out the 
awards at Woy Woy Little Theatre’s forthcoming FLASH! Festival, scheduled for the last weekend of September. 
For more information, including a full list of the plays with synopses, and details of writers, directors and cast lists, 
visit http://www.woywoylt.com.au/latest-news/flash

Information and image courtesy of WWLT publicity.
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Wyong Musical Theatre Company 
presents

DISNEY'S MULAN JR.
Opening on the 18th September 

at The Wyong Grove Theatre
1 North Rd Wyong 2259

Director Stephanie Derry, Vocal Director Renee Stein
Choreographer Sarah Heywood

Based on the 1998 Disney film Mulan, this action-packed stage 
adaptation is set in legendary, story-telling days of ancient China. The 
Huns have invaded and it is up to the misfit, Mulan, and her 
mischievous sidekick, Mushu, to save the Emperor! Disney’s MULAN 
JR. is a heart-warming celebration of culture, honour and a fighting 
spirit. The score includes favourites like “Reflection,” “Honor to Us All” 
and “I’ll Make a Man Out of You” as well as new songs that will get the 
audience up on its feet! Book tickets at www.wmtc.com.au or call 
1300 366 470.

Information and image courtesy of WMTC publicity.

Theatre Sports Central Coast

September 26, 7:30 pm - 10:30pm
Venue: The Hub, Erina

Admission: $10, tix available at the door

Come along for a fast paced night of fun and theatrical hilarity right here on the Coast.
Theatresports® is similar to the TV Show ‘Whose Line Is It Anyway’, involving teams of improvisers who perform 

impromptu scenes in front of a live audience and are awarded points by a panel of judges.
Whether you're learning, playing or watching,Theatresports® is an experience you'll never forget.

Doors open 7pm

Information courtesy of www.theatresportscc.com.au
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Become a Sponsor
and help support our local arts community

About the Central Coast 
specifically, and freely, promotes 

local amateur artists and performers.
In order to continue, the service relies on the 

support of the community.

Anyone can be a Sponsor

To find out more, drop me a line at about@y7mail.com

Would you like to advertise your business in 
About the Central Coast ezine?

ATCC freely supports and promotes
the entertainment activities of

local performers, artists and musicians,

but I would also welcome requests for advertising 
from local businesses. Reasonable rates. 

For more information, drop me a line at 
about@y7mail.com

www.wmtc.com.au
www.theatresportscc.com.au


SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE MAGIC OF THEATRE
A review of Woy Woy Little Theatre’s 

Sherlock Holmes and the Adventure of the Suicide Club

In 1887, when Sir Arthur Conan Doyle first published a story featuring a detective called Sherlock Holmes he 
could hardly have anticipated the phenomenal success of his character. Although the Scottish author wrote many 
other short stories, several critically acclaimed historical novels and even some stage works, it was the 
adventures of his brilliant but melancholic sleuth that the public craved, and the demand kept him writing more 
over the next forty years. The popularity transmitted to the stage and then to the silver screen where the character 
made his debut as early as 1900. In 2012 the Guinness Book of Records named Sherlock the most portrayed 
literary human character in film and TV, noting that more than 70 actors had played the role in over 200 movies. 
For many years the most popular of these was Basil Rathbone’s portrayal in a series of movies made by Universal 
Studios in the forties. More recently the character has enjoyed a popular revival fuelled by the 2009 re-imagining 
starring Robert Downey Jr. and Jude Law. Meanwhile, the BBC is introducing Sherlock to a new generation of 
fans in the television series starring Benedict Cumberbatch and Martin Freeman while, in the US, the series 
Elementary features Jonny Lee Miller and a female Dr. Watson played by Lucy Liu. Last month Sherlock Holmes 
came to the Peninsula in a production that honoured this rich history by presenting a new story in a form that 
remained true to Conan Doyle’s original adventures, but in a novel and unique manner designed to appeal to 
contemporary theatrical audiences. 

Author Jeffrey Hatcher, an award winning playwright and screenwriter with many stage, screen and television 
credits, also wrote the screenplay for Mr. Holmes - another movie incarnation, starring Ian McKellen, which 
recently played in cinemas around the Coast. Hatcher’s play, Sherlock Holmes and the Adventure of the Suicide 
Club, has been described as a creative mash-up of Conan Doyle’s characters and a cycle of short stories by 
Robert Louis Stevenson; the mystery our intrepid hero is called upon to solve is loosely adapted from events in 
the first of these stories. The action takes place in 1914. It revolves around the mysterious Oyster Bar in London 
where a group of men of diverse nationalities regularly meet under assumed names with the shared purpose of 
casting off their Earthly woes. Complaining of a deep depression, Sherlock is initiated into the group and, once 
there, becomes convinced that all is not as it seems. He seeks to learn the identities of the apparently disparate 
members and find a common factor that may have lured each of them to this macabre suicide club. In the 
process, he uncovers a dastardly political intrigue with potentially far reaching and devastating consequences. His 
investigation is complicated when his faithful companion, Watson, becomes worried by his friend’s despondent
behaviour and learns more about Sherlock’s habits than is good for him. In order to maintain anonymity and avert 
disaster, will Sherlock be forced to do the unthinkable?

The script is both intelligent and clever, full of suspenseful drama but also sparkling with a variety of humour 
from the dryly witty to darkly comic. The plot is faithful to Conan Doyle’s traditional formula and employs all his 
well-loved dramatic devices: intrigue, devious plots, unexpected twists, ploys within ploys, feints, double bluffs and 
sleight of hand – there’s even some actual prestidigitation! The genuinely puzzling mystery keeps you guessing 
and second guessing right up to the surprising reveal and shock ending.

Hatcher’s experience in TV and film lends a cinematic quality to 
his style, and Woy Woy Little Theatre took full advantage of this in 
their production to present an entertaining and compelling show. 
Jessica Alex made a stunning debut in her first full directorial role 
at the Peninsula Theatre, with an innovative approach that 
acknowledged the many forms of media that have embraced the 
character and stories of Sherlock Holmes. From the opening 
moment the audience was immersed in the lives of the famous 
crime-fighting duo: a dramatic film montage (a delightfully humorous 
nod toward the opening credits of a television series), played on 
screen at the back of the stage, effectively conveying an impression 
of the characters’ back story. The set itself was simple and 

suggestive, while a novel use of technical effects engaged audience imagination to create the setting and 
atmosphere for a story that took place in multiple locations. Sound and visuals were used to suspenseful and 
dramatic effect, and occasionally added their own layer of mystery; I was at a loss to guess how some were 
achieved, but I was assured it took hours of hard work, thought and care, and I don’t doubt it! The action was 
complemented throughout by thoughtfully chosen music that created additional texture, meaning and atmosphere.
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The role of Sherlock was inhabited by Beau Baker. Currently studying at the Screenwise School of Film and 
Television in Sydney, this was his debut performance in Central Coast theatre but, as a long-time fan of Holmes in 
all his incarnations, Beau was thrilled to take on the mantle. He has excellent stage presence and imbued the role 
with great personality. His trusty side-kick, Dr. Watson, was played by Tyrone McMaster, a familiar face on the 
Peninsula with a wealth of experience in plays and festivals around the Coast and in Sydney. Tyrone carried the 
tongue-in-cheek narrative with deadpan aplomb, and the two actors played
perfectly off each other to recreate the fondly antagonistic partnership. Popular 
Coastie actor Andrew Thompson is becoming a regular on the Peninsula stage. 
Last seen in the role of Jim Hacker in WWLT’s acclaimed Yes Prime Minister, 
he was well chosen for the part of Sherlock’s brilliant and enigmatic brother, 
Mycroft. The rest of the play’s mysterious group of characters were brought to 
life by a mixture of new and familiar faces. Kellie Martin and Duncan Mitchell 
were stand out players, as was Lex Tonnet whose carefully nuanced 
performance left us completely unprepared for the final plot twist. But all did 
well in their roles, and the result was a top notch ensemble. The production is 
to be congratulated at all levels: in direction, performance, technical effects, 
staging and costuming, and thoroughly deserved its sell-out success.

WWLT’s final production for the year, Noel Coward’s Hay Fever, opens at the end of next month. For more 
details, visit http://www.woywoylt.com.au.

* Biographical and background information mainly drawn from Wikipedia. Images courtesy of WWLT publicity.

To listen to an interview with the stars and director of Sherlock Holmes and the Adventures of the Suicide 
Club by Meredith Gilmore of Coast Arts radio visit https://soundcloud.com/meredithgilmore/sets/woy-woy-little-
theatre-sherlock-holmes-production-august-2015

A REVIEW of Wyong Drama Group’s Ruthless! The Musical from Paul Ractliffe

Well done to the cast and crew of WDG’s “Ruthless! 
The Musical!” which opened at The Grove Theatre in 
Wyong last night. Attempting something a bit different for 
the group, director Joshua Maxwell brought this highly 
entertaining musical to the Central Coast with an all 
female cast from youngsters to oldsters and a live band
seen behind the stage. The plot revolves around young 
Tina Denmark (Marlee Carter/Chloe McWilliam in a 
shared role) who will stop at nothing to achieve her goal 
of being the star lead on stage, and her adopted mother 
Judy (Ruth Jordon) who yearns to find out who her real mother is. In the mix are also an ambitious agent, Sylvia 
St Croix (Pollyanna Forshaw); a very critical drama critic, Lita Encore (Rose Cooper); Tina’s teacher, Miss Thorn 
(Rebecca Roth); and the put upon personal assistant, Eve (Madeline Parker). All their interwoven stories unfold
during the course of the musical with hilarious (if deadly) consequences.

I knew some of the actors could sing but I’d never really heard them open up their voices like this before. Lita 
sang a song about how she hated certain types of musicals and I, to a point, agreed with her but this one engaged 
me quickly. It was full of laughs and some innovative breaking of the Fourth Wall – which proved fatal for a 
hapless musical director! There were some great performances all round, and I was particularly impressed with 
Rebecca Roth, who I’d not seen before; she brought real pizzazz and life to the teacher who was trying to pull her 
school musical together. Marlee Carter showed that she has a future on stage with a delightfully sweet and evil 
portrayal of the young stage struck wannabe. Ruth Jordan, Polly Forshaw and Rose Cooper all turned in 
performances that showed their ability to handle the vocal ranges and OTT acting which enhanced the comedy 
aspect of the show, and Madeline Parker managed to steal a scene just removing furniture from the stage!

All the cast enjoyed themselves immensely and some great work was done on designing the set too – well done 
Josh! Methinks he had a little TOO much fun making the proscenium arch at the back of the stage!

Continuing the musical theme (if not the genre) WDG’s next production is Lend Me a Tenor. For more details, 
visit http://www.wyongdramagroup.com.au (Above image courtesy of WDG publicity)
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Symphony & Jazz
Symphony Central Coast Concert 

Sunday September 13th at 2.30pm, CCGS Performing Arts Centre

Featuring ‘Mussorgsky’s Night on a Bare Mountain’, ‘Thus spoke 
Zarathustra’, Tchaikovsky’s ‘Sleeping Beauty Waltz’ and more. We are 

also performing a local work by our own bassoonist and resident 
composer Joe Wolfe.

Information and image courtesy of SCC publicity

CCCON Premier Ensembles Concert #3

Friday September 18th at 7.00pm, Gosford Anglican Church
The cost for tickets is Adults $15 and Children $7.
(Performing students do not need to buy a ticket.)

Please remember that these concerts usually sell out and queues at the door will be minimised if everyone 
pre-purchases their ticket. To get your tickets, please phone the Box Office on 4324 7477.

Information courtesy of http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au

Information and image courtesy of https://centralcoastukuleleclub.wordpress.com
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CENTRAL COAST 
JAZZ LEAGUE

Live Jazz every Sunday 
from 2 to 5 pm

Central Coast Leagues Club, 
Gosford

For details visit 
http://jazzleague.net

“Swinging coffee/lunch”
overlooking the beach…Every 
Wednesday morning around 
10am a group of old & young 

musos gather for a blow on the 
terrace of the Surf Club at 

MacMasters Beach. 
The kiosk is open 9am for 

breakfast/coffee/lunch. 
It’s a great spot! 

For more info call Helena or 
Steven Hansen 4382 3241

[Information courtesy of 
Jazz League newsletter]

http://centralcoastconservatorium.com.au
http://jazzleague.net


Johnny Cash: The Concert
Daniel Thompson returns with CASH 60

60 Years of Johnny Cash

Friday, 11 September 2015 – Laycock Street Theatre – GOSFORD, NSW
www.laycockstreettheatre.com / (02) 4323 3233

On September 1, 1954 an unknown young man walked into the recording studio in the Memphis Recording 
Service building Memphis, Tennessee and walked out having cut a record that would define its own genre of 
music. That single, Hey Porter, was released on by Sun Records on June 21, 1955, and a legend was born.

Few artists can claim that they are an entire genre of music unto themselves but if you try to define this man’s 
body of work, you are left with one conclusion. Johnny Cash is that artist!

What is Willie Nelson?..... Willie is Country. 
What is Elvis?..... The King of Rock and Roll. 

What is Frank Sinatra?..... Swinger & Crooner. 
What is Cash?...... Johnny Cash is..... well.... Johnny Cash!

There were none like him before and there have been none like him since.

At his passing in 2003 at the age of 71, he left behind an unparalleled body of work, having written and recorded 
over 800 songs and having recorded more than 1500 songs in total. He is the only artist in history to have been 

inducted into the Rock and Roll, Country Music and Songwriters Halls of Fame and, to add further to this 
unprecedented honour, he is also a member of the Rockabilly and Gospel Halls of Fame.

60 years after the release of his first single, having won countless awards including fourteen Grammy awards, and 
having become a worldwide household name, this unequalled artist is now an icon of 20th century popular culture 

and his legend has continued to grow as we have moved well and truly into the 21st century.

Since 2009, Award-Winning singer Daniel Thompson and Australian guitar master Stuie French have been 
wowing Australian audiences with Johnny Cash: The Concert, keeping the spirit of the Man in Black alive with 

their authentic tribute to Johnny Cash and his music.

In 2015 the boys return with their brand new show Cash 60 - 60 Years of Johnny Cash marking 60 years since 
the world first heard from the powerhouse that was Johnny Cash. Backed as always by their engine room, The 
Tennessee Studs, Cash 60 promises to be Johnny Cash: The Concert’s best show yet. Always keen to give 
the audience something new and fresh, Cash 60 brings you the expected hits and highlights from Cash’s stellar 

career but, as always, the show is full of select favourites and forgotten gems from the extensive Cash catalogue.

Nothing brings to life the sprit and the music of The Man in Black quite like Johnny Cash: The Concert.
On the road from August 2015, Cash 60 is a show not to be missed.

Information and image courtesy of Dayna Wright.
For full information and tour dates visit http://www.cashlive.com.au, and to read my review of Daniel's 2014 

show at Laycock, visit https://aboutthecentralcoast.wordpress.com/2014/09/10/review-of-johnny-cash-the-
concert-by-karen-ractliffe
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The Rhythm Hut’s 2nd Birthday - Saturday 12th September!

The wait is over… It’s finally here! This is going to be one massive party, not to 
be missed! It’s The Rhythm Hut’s huge 2nd birthday in Faunce St, Gosford! It’s 
been a busy 2 years of renovations and growth, loads and loads of drumming, 
and of course the BEST live music on the Coast. And now it’s time to celebrate 
with a huge night of music and dancing featuring The Hot Potato Band, 
Rhythm Hunters, and Tijuana Cartel! There will be dinner and drinks available, 
bar open, a chill out zone, pumping drum circle, DJs and loads more… The 1st 
Birthday and our Grand Opening both completely sold out, so make sure you get 
in early and grab your tickets presale – it’s going to be huge!!!

5 LANDS EXPERIENCE SEPTEMBER

The 5 Lands Band with special guest Dominique Morgan. 
Sunday 27th September. Drum circle 5pm, music 6.30pm. FREE ENTRY!!!

This month’s 5 Lands Experience is raising funds for a local Parkinsons support group The Medusa Club. The 
Medusa Club is an informal social club that operates on the Central Coast of NSW. It encourages people with PD 
to get out and about, to be active and to be amongst others that understand. It is for people with PD, their carers, 
and family and friends. There will be collections buckets on the night, as well as great raffle prizes and an auction.

Information and image courtesy of The Rhythm Hut publicity.

Other Great Gigs This Month
(Some ticketed events. Visit links for full details)

THU 3rd - HARLEM SWING - Avoca Beach Pizza and Pasta Café, 7pm http://www.harlemswing.com
FRI 4th - Seafm DISCOVERED - The Hub, Erina, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm http://www.thehuberina.com

SAT 5th – AN AFTERNOON WITH KERRIE GARSIDE – 2:30-5:00pm – Narara 
(contact Kerrie to book) http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- ANDREW GODBOLD - Wallarah Bay Recreation Club, 8:00pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com
Thu 10th - RED HOT PAPAS TRIO - The Reviver Cocktail and Tapas Bar, 6.30-9pm http://www.harlemswing.com

FRI 11th – “KERRIE GARSIDE” – Six String Brewery, Erina , 6-9pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au
JELLYFISH - Cedars Bar & Grill, 8.30pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au

SAT 12th – “KERRIE GARSIDE” – Brackets And Jam North, 10th Birthday Celebration 
– Lake Munmorah from 6pm http://www.kerriegarside.com.au

- ANDREW GODBOLD - Canton Beach Sports Club, 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com/
- THE ROUGH DIAMONDS – Wyee Markets, 9.30am to 12,30pm http://www.theroughdiamonds.com.au
THU 17th - HARLEM SWING - Avoca Beach Pizza and Pasta Café, 7pm http://www.harlemswing.com

FRI 18th - NAUGHTY BUT NICE - Wagstaffe Hall, 7pm for 7.30pm http://www.harlemswing.com
- ROCKMONSTER - Munmorah Bowlo, from 8:30pm http://www.rockmonster.com.au

Thu 24th - RED HOT PAPAS TRIO - The Reviver Cocktail and Tapas Bar, 6.30-9pm http://www.harlemswing.com
Fri 25th - BRACKETS AND JAM – Kincumba Mountain from 7.30pm http://www.bracketsandjam.com/

- JELLYFISH - Wyong Leagues Club, 8.30pm http://www.jellyfishband.com.au
- ROCKMONSTER - Wyong Rugby League Club, 8.30pm, http://www.rockmonster.com.au

SAT 26th - ANDREW GODBOLD - Avoca Bowling Club, 7:30pm http://www.andrewgodbold.com
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'COLOURS OF SPRING'
September 5 - September 30

Local Artists
219 Buff Point Avenue, Buff Point
P: 02 43992898 M: 0414650092

Open Hrs: Mon Wed Fri
and the first 2 weekends of a month

10am-3pm
http://www.jacquisartgallery.com/

Information and images courtesy of (top) Annette 
Heidrich, (above left) Brendon and Jude Weston, (above 

right) Jacqui Stringer and (right) Meredith Gilmore.
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